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ABSTRACT
T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  e x a m in e s  e l e v e n  c e r e m o n i a l  s p e e c h e s  d e l i v e r e d  
by W a l t e r  H in e s  P ag e  on  S o u th e r n  e d u c a t i o n  b e tw e e n  1891 and 1913. 
A t t e n t i o n  i s  d i r e c t e d  to w ard  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  h i s  s t r a t e g y  i n  em p lo y ­
i n g  v a r i o u s  fo rm s  o f  s u p p o r t  t o  a m p l i f y  h i s  m e ssa g e  and  to  h e i g h t e n  th e  
e f f e c t  o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s .  A n a l y s i s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h r o u g h  h i s  r h e t o r i c  
P ag e  made a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  movement 
i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  and  a c r o s s  t h e  S o u th .
A t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n  was 
a n  u n a c c e p t a b l e  c o n c e p t  t o  m o s t  S o u t h e r n e r s  who a c c e p t e d  th e  n o t i o n
t h a t  s c h o o l s  e x i s t e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  w e a l t h y  and  w e l l - b o r n .  I n  a d v o c a t i n g
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  P ag e  e s p o u s e d  a  p h i l o s o p h y  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  
o f  c l a s s  and p r i v i l e g e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  Old S o u th .  R e f u s i n g  
e i t h e r  t o  accom m odate  t o  o r  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  m y th s  o f  t h e  Old S o u th  and 
t h e  L o s t  C a u s e ,  P ag e  p u r s u e d  w h a t  may be  c a l l e d  a  r h e t o r i c  o f  a s p i r a ­
t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  he  d e v e lo p e d  th e m e s  em b ody ing  o p t im i s m ,  p ro m is e  and 
a s s u r a n c e .  E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s  a s  a  r h e t o r i c  o f  a s p i r a t i o n  
r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  f o l l o w e d  f o u r  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  p ro m o te  
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .
F i r s t ,  P ag e  u s e d  a  s t r a t e g y  o f  a v o i d a n c e  o r  i n  h i s  w o rd s  
" p a s s  o v e r "  n o t  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  p o w e r f u l  m y th s  o f  t h e  Old S o u th  and  th e  
L o s t  C a u s e .  R e f r a i n i n g  from  an y  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  m y th s ,  he  d i d  n o t
r i s k  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a l i e n a t i n g  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .
S e c o n d ,  P ag e  la u d e d  th e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  S o u t h e r n e r s  who 
t o o k  l e a d i n g  r o l e s  i n  f o u n d in g  t h e  n a t i o n .  A p p e a l in g  t o  p a t r i o t i s m  and
i v
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t h e  r i g h t  t o  e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  and  ec o n o m ic  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  he  
i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  m y th  w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  S o u th .
T h i r d ,  t h e  e x p a t r i a t e - o r a t o r  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  a g r a r i a n  m yth  t o  
commend r u r a l  l i f e  a s  t h e  r o o t  o f  A m e r ic a n  c h a r a c t e r , i d e a l s  and 
v a l u e s .  He c o n te n d e d  t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  g r e a t n e s s  w as b a s e d  
on  t h e  m a in t e n a n c e  and  g ro w th  o f  t h e  a g r a r i a n  S o u th .
F i n a l l y ,  P ag e  u t i l i z e d  t h e  m y th  o f  t h e  New S o u th  t o  p ro m is e  
p r o s p e r i t y  a s  t h e  r e w a r d  f o r  a  s o c i e t y  c o m m it te d  t o  " t h e  r i g h t  
t r a i n i n g  o f  i t s  p e o p l e . "
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CHAPTER I  
INTRODUCTION
I n  1919 E l lw o o d  C u b b e r le y  r a t e d  W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e l  "o n e  o f  t h e  
t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  men who p r o v i d e d  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  A m er ica  
f o r  th e  f i r s t  two d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y . " 2  H is  o b s e r v a t i o n  
was b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r ' s  c a r e e r  a s  a m b a s s a d o r  t o  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  
a s  a  j o u r n a l i s t  and  p u b l i s h e r  and  f o r  h i s  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  s e r v i c e .  I n t e r ­
e s t e d  i n  a n y  l i b e r a l  e f f o r t  to  a i d  t h e  S o u t h ,  Page "was a p i o n e e r  in  
p o p u l a r i z i n g  t h e  new s c i e n c e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ;  he  h e r a l d e d  t h e  e m a n c ip a ­
t i o n  o f  a  v a s t  r e g i o n  fro m  th e  hookworm; m o s t  o f  a l l  he b l a z e d  t h e  way 
f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  and  i n d u s t r i a l  r e d e m p t i o n  o f  t h e  S o u t h . "3
Ip a g e  was b o r n  A u g u s t  15 , 1855 i n  Wake C o u n ty ,  N o r th  C a r o l i n a .
He a t t e n d e d  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e ,  now Duke U n i v e r s i t y ,  R an d o lp h -M aco n  
C o l l e g e ,  an d  won one o f  t h e  f i r s t  f e l l o w s h i p s  o f f e r e d  a t  J o h n s  H o p k in s  
U n i v e r s i t y .  He w as m a r r i e d  t o  W i l l i a  A l i c e  W i l s o n  i n  1880. The young  
c o u p l e  moved t o  M i s s o u r i  w h e re  he  s e r v e d  f o r  two y e a r s  a s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  
S t .  J o s e p h  G a z e t t e . F o l lo w in g  a  b r i e f  t o u r  o f  t h e  S o u th  a s  a c o r r e s ­
p o n d e n t  f o r  n e w s p a p e r s  i n  C h ic a g o ,  New Y ork  and  B o s to n ,  h e  r e t u r n e d  to  
N o r th  C a r o l i n a  and p u r c h a s e d  th e  R a l e i g h  S t a t e  C h r o n i c l e . U n ab le  to  
make th e  p a p e r  a  f i n a n c i a l  s u c c e s s ,  h e  s o l d  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  and t r a v e l e d  
n o r t h  t o  p u r s u e  h i s  c a r e e r .  He s e r v e d  on  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  New York 
Ev e n i n g  P o s t , 1 8 8 3 -8 8 ,  a s  m an ag er  and  l a t e r  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Forum ,
1 8 8 7 -9 5 ,  an d  a s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  M o n th ly , 1 8 9 6 -0 0 ,  t h e  f i r s t  
S o u t h e r n e r  t o  h o ld  t h a t  p o s t .  The N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  l e f t  th e  M o n th ly  
t o  c r e a t e  a  p u b l i s h i n g  h o u s e  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  F ra n k  D o u b le d a y .
Soon a f t e r  i t s  f o r m a t i o n .  D o u b le d a y ,  P ag e  & Company la u n c h e d  W o r ld ' s 
W o rk , a m a g a z in e  w h ic h  Page  e d i t e d  f ro m  1900 t o  1913 . I n  1913 Woodrow 
W i l s o n  a p p o i n t e d  him  a m b a s s a d o r  t o  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .  P age  s e r v e d  i n  t h i s  
p o s t  u n t i l  i l l - h e a l t h  f o r c e d  him t o  r e s i g n  i n  1918 . He d i e d  December 
2 1 ,  1918 i n  A b e rd e e n ,  N o r th  C a r o l i n a .
^E l lw o o d  C u b b e r l e y ,  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  Uni t e d  S t a t e s :
A S tu d y  and  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  A m er ic an  E d u c a t i o n  H i s t o r y  ( B o s to n :  
H oughton  M i f f l i n  Company, 1 9 1 9 ) ,  p .  6 7 0 .
^"New York and  t h e  W orld  * s W ork , "  Page M a n u s c r i p t  C o l l e c t i o n ,  
H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y .  S u b s e q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  m a t e r i a l  from  t h i s  
C o l l e c t i o n  s h a l l  be ack n o w led g ed  P ag e  MSS.
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As a  j o u r n a l i s t  and  a n  o r a t o r .  P ag e  p ro m o ted  t h e  c r u s a d e  f o r  
e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s .  R e f e r r i n g  t o  h i s  a d d r e s s e s  on  
b e h a l f  o f  t h i s  c a u s e ,  Edw in Mims, f o r m e r l y  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  
o f  E n g l i s h  a t  V a n d e r b i l t  U n i t e r s i t y ,  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  "a  more l i m i t e d  
s t u d y  i n  a more l i m i t e d  f i e l d  m ig h t  b e t t e r  s e t  f o r t h  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  
t h e  man and s u g g e s t  many i d e a s  and  p l a n s  t h a t  w ere  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  
h i s  mind and h e a r t .
S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  P ro b le m  
E n t i t l e d  "A R h e t o r i c a l  B io g r a p h y  o f  W a l t e r  H in e s  Page w i t h  
R e f e r e n c e  t o  h i s  C e re m o n ia l  S p e a k in g  on S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n ,  1 8 9 1 -1 9 1 3 ,"  
t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  e x a m in e s  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  L i ic  and  
c a r e e r  w h ic h  i n f l u e n c e d  h i s  r o l e  a s  a  spokesm an  i n  t h e  cam p a ig n  f o r  
e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th  a t  th e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  H is  a d d r e s s e s  
p r o v i d e  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t u d y  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  s t r a t e g y  o f  a n  uncommon 
S o u t h e r n e r .  B o rn ,  r a i s e d  and  e d u c a t e d  i n  t h e  S o u th ,  Page  was d r i v e n  
f ro m  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  f o r  h i s  l i b e r a l i s m  and  l i v e d  th e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  h i s  
a d u l t  l i f e  i n  B o s to n  and  New Y o rk .  As a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  
R o c k e f e l l e r s ,  Woodrow W i l s o n  and o t h e r  l e a d e r s ,  and a s  one who f r e ­
q u e n t l y  t r a v e l e d  a ro u n d  th e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n  c o u ld  v iew  
h i s  n a t i v e  r e g i o n  f ro m  a  p e r s p e c t i v e  d e n i e d  many S o u t h e r n e r s .
^Edwin Mims, The A d v a n c in g  S o u th ;  S t o r i e s  o f  P r o g r e s s  and  
R e a c t i o n  ( P o r t  W a s h in g to n ,  New Y o rk :  K e n n ik a t  P r e s s ,  1 9 2 6 ) ,  p .  32,
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As a  sp o k esm an  who c o n s i d e r e d  p u b l i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h e  k e y  t o  a  
r e t u r n  t o  s o u t h e r n  p r o s p e r i t y  and  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e .  P ag e  fo u n d  h im ­
s e l f  c o n f r o n t i n g  t h e  l e g a c i e s  o f  t h e  O ld  S o u th .  A n t e - b e l l u m  a t t i t u d e s  
to w a rd  e d u c a t i o n  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  n a t u r e  o f  s o u t h e r n  s o c i e t y .  
P r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  w e re  i n t e n d e d  t o  s e r v e  o n l y  t h e  s m a l l  and  p r i v i l e g e d  
c l a s s  t h a t  was t o  f u r n i s h  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m ic ,  and m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s .  T h u s ,  t h e  s o n s  and  d a u g h t e r s  o f  t h e  w e a l t h y  and  t h e  e l i t e
w e re  t o  a t t e n d  a c a d e m i e s ,  c o l l e g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s  w h ic h  f u n c t i o n e d  t o
p r e s e r v e  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e .  S c h o o l s  o p e r a t e d  by t h e  v a r i o u s  d en o m i­
n a t i o n s  r e a c h e d  a  few  more s t u d e n t s .  As t h e y  l i m i t e d  t h e i r  e n r o l l m e n t s  
t o  members o f  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t s ,  t h e  c h u r c h  s c h o o l s ,  t o o ,
r e p r e s e n t e d  a c l a s s  e d u c a t i o n .
U n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n  was a n  a l i e n  c o n c e p t  t o  m o s t  S o u t h e r n e r s .  
A f t e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  i g n o r a n c e ,  t h e  common p e o p l e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  n o t i o n  
t h a t  s c h o o l s  e x i s t e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  w e a l t h y  an d  w e l l - b o r n ,  a n d ,  t h u s  had  
n o t h i n g  t o  o f f e r  them . P o l i t i c i a n s  c o n s i d e r e d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  an  
u n n e c e s s a r y  t a x  b u r d e n ,  an d  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s ,  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e i r  own 
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  o p p o s e d  t h e  p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t  o f  s c h o o l s .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War e d u c a t i o n a l  m i s s i o n a r i e s  from  
t h e  N o r t h ,  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  had  im posed  a 
s y s te m  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  u pon  t h e  S o u th  b a s e d  on n o r t h e r n  m o d e ls  and 
o p en  t o  b l a c k  c h i l d r e n .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  home r u l e ,  t h e s e  
s c h o o l s  w e re  d e n i e d  f u n d s  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e s .  T h u s ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  
u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n  c a r r i e d  t h e  s t i g m a  o f  Y ankee i n t e r f e r e n c e  and  th e  
t h r e a t  o f  a  r e t u r n  t o  b l a c k  r u l e .
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T h e r e f o r e ,  e d u c a t o r s  and  e x p o n e n t s  o f  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n  l i k e  
P a g e  c o n f r o n t e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o u t h e r n  a t t i t u d e  w h ic h  r e g a r d e d  e d u c a ­
t i o n  a s  a  p r i v i l e g e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h o s e  who c o u l d  a f f o r d  i t  and  a s  a n  
i n t r u s i o n  o f  n o r t h e r n  c u l t u r e .  T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  a t t e m p t s  t o  an sw er  
t h e  q u e s t i o n s :  What was P ag e  t r y i n g  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  i n  h i s  s p e e c h e s  on
b e h a l f  o f  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n ?  How d i d  h e  a t t e m p t  t o  a c h i e v e  h i s  g o a l s ?
C e re m o n ia l  O r a t o r y  an d  t h e  R h e t o r i c a l  S tu d y
O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  P a g e  t o  s p e a k  i n  t h e  S o u th  on  e d u c a t i o n  came 
f ro m  i n v i t a t i o n s  by  c o l l e g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  c i v i c  c l u b s ,  l i t e r a r y  
s o c i e t i e s ,  and  c o n v e n t i o n s .  On t h e s e  o c c a s i o n s  t h e  N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n  
a ssu m ed  t h e  r o l e  o f  a  c e r e m o n i a l  o r a t o r .
A r i s t o t l e  r e f e r r e d  t o  c e r e m o n i a l  o r  e p i d e i c t i c  o r a t o r y  a s  
s p e e c h e s  o f  " d i s p l a y " ^  w hose  s u p p o r t  i s  t h e  t o p i c  o f  d e g r e e ,  t h a t  i s ,  
m a g n i f y i n g  o r  m i n i f y i n g .  H e n c e ,  e p i d e i c t i c  s p e e c h e s  a r e  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  
t o  a s  s p e e c h e s  o f  p r a i s e  o r  b la m e .  I n  t h e  R h e t o r i c  A r i s t o t l e  a d v i s e d  
t h e  c e r e m o n i a l  o r a t o r  t o  d e v e lo p  h i s  c a s e  "by  a r g u i n g  t h a t  w h a t  h a s  
b e e n  d o n e  i s ,  e . g . ,  n o b l e  an d  u s e f u l .  The f a c t s  t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  t o  b e  
t a k e n  a s  t r u s t ;  p r o o f  o f  them  i s  o n l y  s u b m i t t e d  on  t h o s e  r a r e  o c c a s i o n s  
when t h e y  a r e  n o t  e a s i l y  c r e d i b l e  o r  w hen t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  s e t  down t o  
some one  e l s e . " ^  The c e r e m o n i a l  o r a t o r  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  
" s i n c e  a l l  men p r a i s e  o r  b lam e  i n  v ie w  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s  e x i s t i n g  
a t  t h e  t i m e ,  th o u g h  t h e y  o f t e n  f i n d  i t  u s e f u l  a l s o  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  p a s t
^ A r i s t o t l e ,  R h e t o r i c , t r a n s .  by  W. Rhys R o b e r t s  (New Y o rk :  
Random H o u s e ,  I n c . ,  1 9 5 4 ) ,  p .  32.
^ A r i s t o t l e ,  p .  211.
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and t o  make g u e s s e s  a t  t h e  f u t u r e . " ^
As d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  R h e t o r i c , t h e  N ob le  i s  " t h a t  w h ic h  i s  b o t h  
d e s i r a b l e  f o r  i t s  own s a k e  and  a l s o  w o r th y  o f  p r a i s e ;  o r  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  
b o t h  good an d  a l s o  p l e a s a n t  b e c a u s e  g o o d , "  and v i r t u e  i s  e x p l a i n e d  a s  
" a  f a c u l t y  o f  p r o v i d i n g  and  p r e s e r v i n g  good t h i n g s ;  o r  a  f a c u l t y  o f
Q
c o n f e r r i n g  many g r e a t  b e n e f i t s . "  A r i s t o t l e  o f f e r e d  no d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
t h e  i g n o b l e ,  o b s e r v i n g  t h a t  i f  t h e  n o b l e  and t h e  v i r t u o u s  a r e  u n d e r ­
s t o o d ,  "we know t h e i r  c o n t r a r i e s ;  and  i t  i s  o u t  o f  t h e s e  t h a t  s p e e c h e s  
o f  c e n s u r e  a r e  m a d e ." ^
C o n c e rn e d  w i t h  r e i n f o r c i n g  e x i s t i n g  a t t i t u d e s  o r  b e h a v i o r ,  t h e  
c e r e m o n i a l  o r a t o r  s e e k s  t o  e m b e l l i s h  t h e  b a s i c  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  v a l u e  
a l r e a d y  a c c e p t e d  by h i s  a u d i t o r s .  W i th  no n ee d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p r o o f ,  
t h e  s p e a k e r  a im s  t o  a c h i e v e  i m p r e s s i v e n e s s  o r  t o  h e i g h t e n  " t h e  
e f f e c t . "10  I n  o r d e r  t o  a t t a i n  t h e s e  g o a l s ,  h e  u t i l i z e s  v a r i o u s  
d e v i c e s  o f  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  i n t e n d e d  t o  make h i s  i d e a s  "m ore  i l l u m i n a t i n g  
o r  c o n v i n c i n g  t o  a n  a u d i e n c e . " H  Jam es  W inans  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  m eans 
o f  a m p l i f i c a t i o n - - e x a m p l e s , c o m p a r i s o n s ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  s t a t i s t i c s ,  
d e f i n i t i o n s ,  t e s t i m o n y ,  " s t y l i s t i c  e m b e l l i s h m e n t  and  e m o t i o n a l  
^ A r i s t o t l e ,  p .  32 .
^ A r i s t o t l e ,  p .  5 6 .
^ A r i s t o t l e ,  p .  63 .  
l O A r i s t o t l e ,  p .  62 .
l ^ A l a n  H. M onroe ,  P r i n c i p l e s  an d  T y p es  o f  S p e e c h  (C h ic a g o :  
S c o t t ,  F o re s m a n  and  Company, 1 9 6 2 ) ,  p .  195.
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c o L o r a t i o n " ^ ^  w e re  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  d i l u t e  t h o u g h t  by  "m a k in g  a  l i t t l e
go a  l o n g  w a y , "13 b u t  i t  was a  m eans o f  e n r i c h m e n t ,  c l a r i t y  and
1Ai m p r e s s i v e n e s s .
T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  p r e s e n t s  a  r h e t o r i c a l  s t u d y  o f  t h e  c e r e ­
m o n ia l  s p e a k i n g  o f  W a l t e r  H in e s  P ag e  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  and  a s s e s s  
t h e  m an n er  i n  w h ic h  h e  made "w ords  w o rk  i n  d i s c o u r s e . "  F o r  e a c h  a d d r e s s  
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  o c c a s i o n ,  a u d i e n c e  an d  s p e a k e r  i s  e x a m in e d .  T h e re  
f o l l o w s  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  l i n e  o f  r e a s o n i n g  t o  d e t e r m i n e
w h a t  h e  i n t e n d e d  t o  p r a i s e  o r  b la m e ,  and  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p o ­
s i t i o n  h e  d e v e l o p e d ,  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h e  f o l l o w e d  and  t h e  
b a s i c  p r e m i s e s  w h ic h  h e  s h a r e d  i n  common w i t h  h i s  a u d i e n c e  u pon  w h ic h  
h e  b a s e d  h i s  i d e a s .  S u b s e q u e n t  a t t e n t i o n  i s  d i r e c t e d  to w a rd  a  c o n s i d ­
e r a t i o n  o f  h i s  s t r a t e g y  i n  e m p lo y in g  v a r i o u s  fo rm s  o f  s u p p o r t  t o
a m p l i f y  h i s  m e ssa g e  an d  t o  h e i g h t e n  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s .
J u s t i f i c a t i o n
P r e v i o u s l y ,  o n l y  one s t u d y  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s p e a k i n g  o f  W a l t e r
P a g e .  I n  h i s  t h e s i s  L o u i s  J e t e r  C am p b e l l  a n a ly z e d  f i v e  c e r e m o n i a l
s p e e c h e s  by  P ag e  on b e h a l f  o f  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n . 13 
1 9L e s t e r  A. T h o n s s e n ,  A. C r a i g  B a i r d  and  W aldo W. B r a d e n ,
S p e e c h  C r i t i c i s m  (New Y o rk :  The R o n a ld  P r e s s  Company, 1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  4 7 9 .
13 jam es  A. W in a n s ,  P u b l i c  S p e a k in g  (New Y o rk :  The C e n tu r y
Company, 1 9 1 7 ) ,  p .  154 .
l^ W in a n s ,  p .  152 .
l ^ L o u i s  J e t e r  C a m p b e l l ,  " W a l t e r  H i n e s  P a g e :  A R h e t o r i c a l
A n a l y s i s  o f  F iv e  E p i d e i c t i c  S p e e c h e s ,  1 8 9 1 -1 9 0 3 ,  on  E d u c a t i o n  i n  
t h e  S o u th "  ( U n p u b l i s h e d  M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
1 9 7 2 ) .
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B u t  h e  made m in im a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t ,  n e g l e c t i n g  t h e  
d y n am ic  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  h i s  a u d i e n c e  and  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  
S p e a k i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  S o u t h e r n  S p e e c h  C o m m u n ica t io n  A s s o c i a t i o n  
C o n v e n t io n  i n  T a l l a h a s s e e ,  F l o r i d a ,  W aldo W. B ra d e n  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  c r i t i c  e x a m in in g  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a s  
f o l l o w s  :
A s p e e c h ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  may b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  m eans  o f  
i n f l u e n c i n g  b e h a v i o r ,  b u t  i t  may a l s o  b e  t h o u g h t  
o f  a s  a  m i r r o r  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  
i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  s p e a k i n g .  I t  i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  c r e a t o r ,  t h e  s p e a k e r - - h i s  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  h i s  
t h o u g h t  p r o c e s s e s ,  h i s  a b i l i t i e s  t o  o r g a n i z e ,  
h i s  command o f  p e r t i n e n t  m a t e r i a l ,  and  h i s  a t t e m p t s  
t o  a d j u s t  t o  c h a n g in g  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  w h o le  s p e a k ­
i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  . . . A g a in  a  s p e e c h  i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  
o f  i t s  o c c a s i o n - - t h e  c o m p le t e  m i l l i e u  o f  l o n g - t e r m  
a n d  im m e d ia te  f o r c e s  and  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  sh ap e d  
a n d  l i m i t e d  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  . . . F i n a l l y ,  a 
s p e e c h  i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  l i s t e n e r s  f o r  w h ic h  
i t  w as p r e p a r e d - - t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s ,  s e n t i m e n t s ,  
a s p i r a t i o n s  an d  r e c e p t i v i t y . 16
To b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  P a g e ' s  r o l e  a s  a  s o u t h e r n  o r a t o r ,  a  
n ee d  e x i s t s  f o r  a  r h e t o r i c a l  b i o g r a p h y  w h ic h  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  h i s  a u d i e n c e  an d  t h e  o c c a s i o n  f o r  e a c h  o f  h i s  
c e r e m o n i a l  s p e e c h e s  i n  t h e  S o u th .
The f o l l o w i n g  a d d r e s s e s  a r e  s t u d i e d  i n  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n :  
" A d d r e s s  a t  t h e  I n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  P r e s i d e n t  W i n s t o n , "  
d e l i v e r e d  O c to b e r  1 4 ,  1 8 9 1 ,  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  i n  
C h a p e l  H i l l .
^^W aldo W. B r a d e n ,  " P u b l i c  A d d r e s s  and  t h e  H u m a n i t i e s , "  
The S o u t h e r n  S p eec h  C o m m u n ica t io n  J o u r n a l . XLI ( W i n t e r ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  
1 3 3 - 4 .
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"The F o r g o t t e n  M a n ,"  conm encem ent a d d r e s s  d e l i v e r e d  
May 1 9 ,  1897, a t  t h e  S t a t e  N orm al and I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  i n  G r e e n s b o r o ,  
N o r th  C a r o l i n a .
"T he  S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  Tow n,"  commencement a d d r e s s  
d e l i v e r e d  D ecem ber 1 1 ,  1 9 0 1 ,  a t  th e  S t a t e  N orm al S c h o o l  i n  A t h e n s ,  
G e o r g i a .
" A d d r e s s  o f  D e d i c a t i o n ,  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y , "  
d e l i v e r e d  F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1 9 0 3 ,  a t  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  i n  Durham , N o r th  
C a r o l i n a .
"T he  Man B e h in d  t h e  P lo w ,"  commencement a d d r e s s  d e l i v e r e d  
May 2 6 ,  1 9 0 3 ,  a t  t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  and 
M e c h a n i c a l  A r t s  i n  R a l e i g h ,  N o r th  C a r o l i n a .
"T he  U n f u l f i l l e d  A m b i t io n  o f  t h e  S o u t h , "  d e l i v e r e d  
A p r i l  2 7 ,  1 9 0 4 ,  a t  t h e  S e v e n t h  C o n fe r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th  
h e l d  i n  B irm in g h a m , A lab am a .
"A L a y m a n 's  N o t i o n  o f  a  U n i v e r s i t y , "  d e l i v e r e d  
J a n u a r y  1 2 ,  1 9 1 1 ,  a t  t h e  s t a t e  c a p i t a l ,  C o lu m b ia ,  S o u th  C a r o l i n a .
"The F a r m e r ' s  C r e d i t , "  d e l i v e r e d  A p r i l  4 ,  1 9 1 2 ,  a t  t h e  
F i f t e e n t h  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th  h e l d  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  
T e n n e s s e e .
"M essage  t o  t h e  C o u n t r y  M an ,"  d e l i v e r e d  D ecem ber 3 ,  1912 , 
t o  t h e  S t a t e  L i t e r a r y  an d  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  R a l e i g h ,  N o r th  
C a r o l i n a .
" O p e n in g  R em ark s"  and  "Summary by t h e  C h a i r m a n , "  d e l i v e r e d  
A p r i l  16 and  18, 1913 , a t  t h e  S i x t e e n t h  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  
t h e  S o u t h  h e l d  i n  R ich m o n d ,  V i r g i n i a .
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A ls o  d i s c u s s e d  i s  t h e  n ew sp a p e r  a c c o u n t  o f  P a g e ' s  a d d r e s s  
" C o u n t r y  L i f e , "  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  C h a r l e s t o n ,  S o u th  C a r o l i n a  
Chamber o f  Commerce o n  J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  1913.
S o u r c e s  and  C o n t r i b u t o r y  S t u d i e s
F o l lo w in g  P a g e ' s  d e a t h ,  h i s  s o n s  A r t h u r  and R a lp h  s e t  a b o u t  
t h e  t a s k  o f  g a t h e r i n g  and a r r a n g i n g  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  p a p e r s .  T h is  
c o l l e c t i o n  was p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  H o u g h to n  L i b r a r y  o f  H a rv a rd  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  A r t h u r ' s  a lm a  m a t e r  and  n e a r  t h e  homes i n  w h ic h  th e y  
r e s i d e d  i n  C am bridge  when P age  was e d i t o r  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  M o n th ly .
The n i n e t y - f o u r  b o x e s  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  p r im a r y  
s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on a l l  p h a s e s  o f  t h e  N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n ' s  l i f e  
and  c a r e e r .
S u p p le m e n t in g  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  a r e  P a g e ' s  a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  
n o v e l  The S o u t h e r n e r  ; An A u to b io g r a p h y  o f  N i c h o l a s  W o r th ,
The R e b u i l d i n g  o f  O ld  C o m m o n w e a l t h s a n d ,  t o  a  l e s s e r  d e g r e e ,
A P u b l i s h e r ' s  C o n f e s s i o n . H i s  j o u r n a l  a r t i c l e s  and  e d i t o r i a l s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  i n  W o r ld ' s W ork , w h ic h  h e  e d i t e d  f o r  t h i r t e e n  
y e a r s ,  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  h e l p f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n .
W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  The S o u t h e r n e r  ; An A utob  i o g r a p h y  
o f  N i c h o l a s  W orth  (G a rd e n  C i t y ,  New Y o rk :  D o u b le d a y ,  P ag e  & 
Company, 1 9 0 9 ) .
^ ^ a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  The R e b u i l d i n g  o f  O ld  Commonwealths 
(New Y o rk :  D o u b le d a y ,  P age  & Company, 1 9 0 5 ) .
^ ^ W a l te r  H in e s  P a g e ,  A P u b l i s h e r ' s  C o n f e s s i o n  (New Y ork : 
D o u b le d a y ,  Page & Company, 1 9 2 3 ) .
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B u r to n  J .  H e n d r i c k ' s  P u l i t z e r - P r i z e - w i n n i n g  b i o g r a p h i e s  
The L i f e  and  L e t t e r s  o f  W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ^O and  The T r a i n i n g  o f  an  
A m e r ic a n ; The E a r l i e r  L i f e  an d  L e t t e r s  o f  W a l t e r  P a g e , 1 8 5 5 - 1 9 1 3 ,2 1  
a r e  e x c e l l e n t  s o u r c e s .  R o ss  G r e g o r y ' s  W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e : A m bassador
t o  t h e  C o u r t  o f  S t .  J a m e s 22 f o c u s e s  on th e  S o u t h e r n e r ' s  d i p l o m a t i c  
c a r e e r .  The d e f i n i t i v e  b i o g r a p h i c a l  s t u d y  o f  P ag e  w r i t t e n  by 
J o h n  M i l t o n  C o o p e r ,  J r .  i s  s o o n  to  be  p u b l i s h e d  by th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s .  T h i s  w r i t e r  i s  i n d e b t e d  t o  D r .  C ooper f o r  h i s  
w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s h a r e  a  copy  o f  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  w i t h  h im .
W h i le  s e v e r a l  t h e s e s  and  one d i s s e r t a t i o n  h a v e  s t u d i e d  v a r i e d  
a s p e c t s  o f  P a g e ’ s c a r e e r ,  o n l y  o n e ,  F r e d e r i c k  W e a v e r ' s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  
" W a l t e r  H. P ag e  and  th e  P r o g r e s s i v e  Mbod"23 made e x t e n s i v e  u s e  o f  t h e  
P ag e  M a n u s c r i p t  C o l l e c t i o n  a t  H a r v a r d .  A l th o u g h  o n l y  C a m p b e l l ' s  e f f o r t
d e a l t  w i t h  P ag e  a s  a n  o r a t o r ,  t h e  s t u d i e s  by B o s w e l l , 24 C o x , 2 5  M in o r26
20B u r t o n  J .  H e n d r i c k ,  The L i f e  and  L e t t e r s  o f  W a l t e r  H in e s  P ag e  
(G a rd e n  C i t y ,  New Y o rk :  D o u b le d a y ,  P ag e  & Company, 1 9 2 2 ) .
^ ^ B u r to n  J .  H e n d r i c k ,  The T r a i n i n g  o f  a n  A m e r ic a n : The E a r l i e r
L i f e  and L e t t e r s  o f  W a l t e r  H. P a g e ,  1 8 5 5-1913  ( B o s t o n :
H o u g h to n  M i f f l i n  Company, 1 9 2 8 ) .
^^R oss  G r e g o r y ,  W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e :  A m b assad o r  t o  t h e  C o u r t  o f
S c .  Jam es ( L e x i n g t o n :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n tu c k y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 ) .
^ ^ F r e d e r i c k  W e av e r ,  " W a l t e r  H- Page  and t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  Mood" 
( U n p u b l i s h e d  P h .D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  Duke U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 6 8 ) .
^ ^G eo rg e  W o r le y  B o s w e l l ,  " W a l te r  H in e s  P ag e  a s  a  S o u t h e r n e r "  
( U n p u b l i s h e d  M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 4 0 ) .
^ % a r y  J o s e p h i n e  Cox, " W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e :  J o u r n a l i s t ,  R e fo r m e r ,
S ta t e s m a n "  ( U n p u b l i s h e d  M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s .  S o u t h e r n  M e t h o d i s t  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 2 5 ) .
^ ^ O liv e  M in o r ,  " W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ' s  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  P o l i c y  w i t h
t h e  A t l a n t i c  M o n th ly " ( U n p u b l i s h e d  M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  C o lu m b ia
U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 3 3 ) .
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and  W eaver add  t o  t h e  e v o l v i n g  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  v e r s a t i l e  C a r o l i n i a n .
Of t h e s e ,  t h e  t h e s i s  by  G e o rg e  W o rley  B o s w e l l ,  " W a l t e r  H in e s  P ag e  a s  
a  S o u t h e r n e r , "  i s  o f  e s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t .  D i r e c t e d  by D o n a ld  D a v id s o n ,  
one  o f  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  a g r a r i a n s ,  t h i s  s t u d y  e x a m in e s  P a g e ' s  c a r e e r  
f ro m  an  u n f l a t t e r i n g  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  t h u s  b a l a n c i n g  th e  more f a v o r a b l e  
p e r c e p t i o n s  e v i d e n c e d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  w o rk s .
D o c t o r a l  s t u d i e s  by Edw ard J e n n i n g s  C a r t e r 2 7  and 
B a r b a r a  H u l b e r t  Walsh^B s u p p l y  b e n e f i c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e  r e v i v a l  
o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  S o u th  and  t h e  w o rk  o f  t h e  C o n fe r e n c e  
f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th .  A d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  t h e  nu m ero u s  a r t i c l e s  and  b o o k s  by  an d  a b o u t  P a g e ' s  c o n te m p o ­
r a r i e s  .
27 Edward J e n n i n g s  C a r t e r ,  "The E d u c a t i o n a l  A w aken ing  i n  t h e  
S o u th "  ( U n p u b l i s h e d  P h .D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a ,  
1 9 4 3 ) .
^ ^ B a r b a r a  H u l b e r t  W a ls h ,  "The N eg ro  and  H is  E d u c a t i o n :  
P e r s u a s i v e  S t r a t e g i e s  o f  S e l e c t e d  S p e e c h e s  a t  t h e  C o n fe r e n c e  f o r  
E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th ,  1 8 9 8 -1 9 1 4 "  ( U n p u b l i s h e d  P h .D . d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1974.
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CHAPTER I I
THE SPEAKER; WALTER HINES PAGE 
W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e  r a n k e d  among t h e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  A m e r ic a n s  
o f  t h e  f i r s t  two d e c a d e s  o f  t h i s  c e n t u r y .  He b ecam e a  p r o m in e n t  
j o u r n a l i s t ,  a  co m p a n io n  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  i n d u s t r y ,  a n  a d v i s o r  t o  
p h i l a n t h r o p i c  l e a d e r s ,  an d  P r e s i d e n t  W i l s o n ' s  a m b a s s a d o r  t o  G r e a t  
B r i t a i n  t h r o u g h  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  h i s  c a p t i v a t i n g  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  h i s  
e n e r g y  and e n t h u s i a s m ,  an d  h i s  t a l e n t s  o f  i n t e l l e c t  an d  e x p r e s s i o n .
T h i s  c h a p t e r  p r e s e n t s  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  w h ich  
i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  Page a s  a  s p e a k e r .  D i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  
s e c t i o n s  t h e  c h a p t e r  f o c u s e s  on  h i s  s p e e c h  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  r a n g e  o f  h i s  
s p e a k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  an d  a  d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  r h e t o r i c .
S p e e c h  T r a i n i n g  
P age  r e c e i v e d  h i s  e a r l y  e d u c a t i o n  f ro m  h i s  m o th e r  C a t h e r i n e  
R o b e te a u  P a g e ,  who t a u g h t  h e r  o l d e s t  s o n  t o  w r i t e ,  c i p h e r ,  and  i n t r o ­
d u c e d  h im  t o  t h e  w o r k s  o f  S i r  W a l t e r  S c o t t  an d  C h a r l e s  D ic k e n s .  On 
t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  t u t o r i n g  an d  w h a t  k n o w le d g e  he  o b t a i n e d  
a t  a n  i m p r o v i s e d  l o c a l  s c h o o l ,  young  "W at"  w as a d m i t t e d  t o  B ingham 
Academy, a  m i l i t a r y - o r i e n t e d  s c h o o l  w h e re  t h e  b o y s  d r i l l e d  i n  u n i f o r m s  
s t y l e d  a f t e r  t h o s e  w o rn  by t h e  c o n f e d e r a t e s .  H e re  P age  s t u d i e d  u n d e r  
C o lo n e l  W i l l i a m  B in g h am , w e l l - k n o w n  f o r  h i s  s e r i e s  o f  L a t i n  t e x t s  and  
h i s  " r e m a r k a b l e "  p o w e rs  a s  a n  o r a t o r . 1 From t h i s  b a c k g ro u n d  he  
" o b t a i n e d  a  b e t t e r - t h a n - a v e r a g e  e d u c a t i o n .  And w hen t h e  p r o p e r  t im e
^ W a l te r  P .  W i l l i a m s o n ,  "The B ingham  S c h o o l . "  Our L i v i n g  and  
O u r  D e a d . I l l  (May, 1 8 7 5 ) ,  3 8 1 -8 2 .
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cam e, t h e  f a m i l y  e x p e c t e d  W a l t e r  t o  go t o  c o l l e g e .
T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e ,  now Duke U n i v e r s i t y ,  was a  M e t h o d i s t  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n  o f  w h ic h  t h e  Page e l d e r s  a p p r o v e d .  W h i le  t h e r e  o n l y  a  y e a r .  Page  
" l e d  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  i n  a  m i n i a t u r e  p a r l i a m e n t - - t h e  F r a n k l i n  D e b a t in g  
S o c i e t y , "3  an d  won t h e  h o n o r  o f  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  g ro u p  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e  
o r a t o r i c a l  c o n t e s t .  D i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  T r i n i t y ,  he t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
R an d o lp h -M ac o n  C o l l e g e  i n  V i r g i n i a  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  a s p e e c h  on C h r i s t i a n  
e d u c a t i o n  by i t s  p r e s i d e n t  R e v e re n d  Jam es  A. D u n c a n .^
W h ile  a t  R an d o lp h -M ac o n  P ag e  v i s i t e d  t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  H enry  
C la y  and  t h e  H a n o v e r  C o u r t  H ouse w h e re  P a t r i c k  H enry  a r g u e d  t h e  
" P a r s o n ' s  C a s e . " ^  The y o u n g  N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n  a l s o  m e t  Thomas R a n d o lp h  
P r i c e ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  E n g l i s h  L i t e r a t u r e  and  G re e k ,  who t a u g h t  h im  t o  
l o v e  t h e  b e s t  l i t e r a t u r e  and  w hose d a i l y  p r a y e r  was "0  G r e a t  A p o l l o ,  
s e n d  down t h e  r e v i v i n g  r a i n  upon  o u r  f i e l d s ;  p r e s e r v e  o u r  f l o c k s ;  ward  
o f f  o u r  e n e m ie s  and  b u i l d  up o u r  s p e e c h ! " ^
The R an d o lp h -M ac o n  C o l l e g e  C a t a l o g u e  f o r  1 8 7 2 -7 3  d e s c r i b e s  
t h e  S u t h e r l i n  P r i z e  f o r  O r a t o r y ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  M a jo r  W. T. S u t h e r l i n  
o f  D a n v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a ,  a s  a  m ed a l  t o  " b e  p r e s e n t e d  a t  e a c h  a n n u a l
^R oss  G r e g o r y ,  W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e :  A m bassador t o  t h e  C o u r t  o f
^ t ^  Jam es  ( L e x i n g t o n :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n tu c k y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  4 .
^ B u r to n  J .  H e n d r i c k ,  The T r a i n i n g  o f  a n  A m e r ic a n ;  The E a r l i e r  
L i f e  and  L e t t e r s  o f  W a l t e r  H. P a g e ,  1 8 5 5 -1 9 1 3  (B o s to n :  H o u g h to n
M i f f l i n  Company, 1 9 2 8 ) ,  p .  21.
^ H e n d r i c k ,  p p .  4 9 - 5 0 .
^ B u r to n  J .  H e n d r i c k ,  The L i f e  and  L e t t e r s  o f  W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e , 
I  (G a rd e n  C i t y ,  New Y o rk :  D o u b le d a y ,  P ag e  & Company, 1 9 2 2 ) ,  p .  200.
^ W a l te r  H in e s  P a g e ,  "The R i g h t  U se o f  S p e e c h  i n  a D e m o c ra c y ,"
P age  MSS.
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commencement t o  t h e  b e s t  o r a t o r  who s h a l l  c o n t e n d  f o r  t h e  sam e, t o  b e  
d e c id e d  by t h r e e  c o m p e te n t  j u d g e s ,  who h av e  no o f f i c i a l  c o n n e c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  c o l l e g e . " 7  S u ch  c o n t e s t s  w e re  n o t  t a k e n  l i g h t l y .  An 
a s p i r a n t  a t  a  s i m i l a r  e v e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  
o b s e r v e d  t h a t  " t h e  w i n n e r s  o f  t h e s e  m e d a l s  becam e h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e s  
i n  no s m a l l  w ay . T h e i r  s p e e c h e s ,  t h e i r  l o o k s ,  m a n n e r s ,  and p e r s o n a l ­
i t i e s  w e re  h an d e d  down t o  t h o s e  who f o l l o w e d  t o  b e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  r o u n d  
op en  f i r e s .  T h i s  was i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  o ld  S o u th e r n  t r a d i t i o n ,  s k i l l  
i n  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  g av e  g r e a t  p o w e r ."®  P age  i n d i c a t e d  h i s  e n t h u s i a s m  
f o r  t h e  c o n t e s t  by a  n o t e  t h a t  h e  s c r i b b l e d  i n  h i s  c o l l e g e  c a t a l o g u e :  
" i n  A p r i l ,  a f t e r  I  was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  o r a t o r ' s  p l a c e  f o r  Commencement,
I  was s c  t a k e n  up  w i t h  my s p e e c h  t h a t  I  s t o p p e d  L a t i n .  By t h i s ,  I  
l o s t  a  y e a r  i n  t h a t  s c h o o l .  W e l l ,  we l e a r n  b y  o u r  l o s s e s ,  I  s u p p o s e . " ^  
W h i le  a  s t u d e n t  a t  R an d o lp h -M aco n  P a g e  s t u d i e d  C i c e r o ' s  
o r a t i o n s  i n  L a t i n  and  t h e  o r a t i o n s  o f  D e m o s th en e s  i n  G re e k .  H is  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e s e  a d d r e s s e s  and  o t h e r  g r e a t  s p e e c h e s  
i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  a  n o t e  w r i t t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r :
R ead  f o r  y o u r s e l f  t h e  g r e a t  s p e e c h e s  o f  A t h e n s ,  t h e n  r e a d  
B u rk e  an d  B ro u g h to n  and  E r s k i n e .  Then  r e a d  C a lh o u n  and  
O ld  H e n ry .  I t  i s  t h e  same f i r e  t h e y  a l l  h a v e ,  t h e  same 
t h r i l l i n g  g r e a t n e s s  on w h ic h  o u r  v e r y  t h o u g h t  may . . . 
wax s t r o n g .  C a lh o u n  and  H e n ry  a r e  a s  im m o r ta l  a s  
D e m o s th e n e s  h i m s e l f  !
^R an d o lp h -M ac o n  C o l l e g e  C a t a l o g u e , 1 8 7 2 -7 3  (R ichm ond:
F e r g u s o n  & R ad y ,  1 8 7 3 ) ,  p .  32.
^ A u g u s tu s  Long W h i t e ,  Son o f  C a r o l i n a  (Durham: Duke U n i v e r ­
s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 9 ) ,  p p .  l l O - l l l .
^R an d o lp h -M ac o n  C o l le g e  C a t a l o g u e , p .  5 .
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I t  i s  a  sham e, by th e  w ay , t h a t  we o f  t h i s  g e n e r a ­
t i o n  a r e  so i g n o r a n t  o f  o u r  g r e a t  S o u t h e r n  o r a t o r s .  They 
made a  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  u s  w h ic h  i s  among t h e  r i c h e s t  
t r e a s u r e s  . . . w h e th e r  you  o r  I  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e i r  
e s p e c i a l  p o l i t i c a l  t e n e t s  o r  n o t  i s  a  l i t t l e  q u e s t i o n  
i n d e e d .  They a r e  w o r th  y o u r  s t u d y ,  . . . who e v e r  t h i n k s  
o f  p u t t i n g  a  boy  t o  r e a d i n g  o u r  own o r a t o r s ?  I  h av e  I 
I  h a v e .' I  h a v e .'
P ag e  d e v e lo p e d  a  k e e n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  w r i t t e n  and  sp o k e n  
w ord  t h r o u g h  t h e  s tu d y  o f  c l a s s i c a l  and m o d e rn  m o d e ls  and  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n  d e b a t i n g  s o c i e t i e s  and  o r a t o r i c a l  c o n t e s t s .
S p e a k in g  E x p e r i e n c e  
P ag e  o f t e n  was i n v i t e d  t o  d e l i v e r  a d d r e s s e s  and  l e c t u r e s  a c r o s s  
t h e  c o u n t r y .  He a l s o  s o u g h t  a d d i t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s p e a k  by 
o f f e r i n g  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  G e o rg e  E. V i n c e n t  a t  C h a u ta u q u a ,  New Y ork ,  and  
J .  M. C o ld w e l l  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  Lyceum B u re a u  o f  L o u i s v i l l e ,  K e n tu c k y ,  
w hose o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  J o h n  B. G o rd o n ,  R u s s e l l  C o n w e l l ,  G eorge  
W a s h in g to n  C a b le ,  and T. D e W itt  T a lm ag e .  A p p a r e n t l y  P a g e  was a  s u c c e s s  
o n  t h e  l e c t u r e  c i r c u i t  and  a t  th e  C h a u ta u q u a  A ssem bly  f o r  h e  r e c e i v e d  
i n v i t a t i o n s  to  r e t u r n  fro m  b o t h  V i n c e n t  and  C o ld w e l l .
P ag e  so m e tim e s  fo u n d  h i m s e l f  i n  s i t u a t i o n s  w h e re  h e  f e l t  com­
p e l l e d  t o  d e l i v e r  im prom ptu  a d d r e s s e s .  0 .  M. G i lm e r  o f  t h e  S t .  J o s e p h  
(M o.) G a z e t t e  r e c a l l e d  o n e  s u c h  i n c i d e n t :
I n  t h e  summer o f  1881 , Mr. P ag e  a c c e p t e d  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  
t o  c o v e r  t h e  A t l a n t a  E x p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  New Y ork  W o r ld .
W h i le  on t h e  way t o  A t l a n t a  P ag e  was d e l a y e d  a t  a  s t a t i o n  
i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  t o  a w a i t  r a i l w a y  c o n n e c t i o n s .  W h i le  he 
w as  t h e r e  came t h e  news o f  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  P r e s i d e n t  
G a r f i e l d .  . . . T h e re  was much e x c i t e m e n t  and  v a r i o u s  
com m ents .  Mr. P age  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  a b h o r r e n c e  o f  t h e  a c t
^^Page  n o te b o o k .  P age  MSS.
^ ^ S o u th e r n  Lyceum B u re a u  t o  WHP, A p r i l  2 4 ,  1899 , and  G eorge  
E . V in c e n t  to  WHP, Decem ber 12, 1909, P ag e  MSS.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
16
p l a i n l y ,  an d  so o n  fo u n d  h i m s e l f  h o i s t e d  on  a  d r y  good 
b ox  w i t h  dem ands  f o r  a  s p e e c h .  I t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  
p e o p l e  l o n g  t o  show t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  h i s  a b i l ­
i t y  and  p a t r i o t i s m . 12
On a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n  a  S an  F r a n c i s c o  j o u r n a l i s t  r e c a l l e d  h e a r i n g
P ag e  p l e a s e  a n  a u d i e n c e  w i t h  h i s  o f f - t h e - c u f f  r e m a rk s  a t  t h e  o l d  R efo rm
C lub  i n  New Y o rk :
The b i g  d i n i n g  room  was p a c k e d  w i t h  men. A d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
w r i t e r  who h ap p e n e d  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  w as c a l l e d  upon  t o  s p e a k .
He r o s e  a n d  s t o o d  i n  s i l e n c e .  The room  becam e q u i e t .  We 
a l l  e x p e c t e d  t o  h e a r  a  r e m a r k a b l e  a d d r e s s .  The s i l e n c e  
c o n t i n u e d .  We b e g a n  t o  f e e l  u n e a s y .  T h e re  was some 
c o u g h in g  and  t w i s t i n g  i n  s e a t s .  S t i l l  t h e  s i l e n c e  c o n t i n ­
u e d .  W hat was h a p p e n in g ?  Had t h e  s p e a k e r  l o s t  h i s  n e r v e ?
We h e a r d  t h e  w o rd s  ' l  -  I  -  am n o t  u s e d  t o  s p e a k in g !  I
am u s e d  t o  w r i t i n g .  I 'm  a f r a i d  I  c a n ' t  go o n . '  The d i s ­
t i n g u i s h e d  l i t e r a r y  man s a t  down. Now t h e  s i l e n c e  was 
p a i n f u l .  P r e s e n t l y  i t  was b r o k e n  b y  f a i n t  a p p l a u s e  t h a t ,  
somehow, i n c r e a s e d  t h e  e m b a r r a s s m e n t .  T hen  t h e  c h a i r m a n  
r o s e  and  i n  a  q u i c k  b r i e f  s p e e c h  c a l l e d  u p o n  a n o t h e r  
s p e a k e r .  A t  one  end  o f  t h e  t a b l e  s t o o d  a  t a l l  s t r i k i n g  
m an, w i t h  p i e r c i n g  b l a c k  e y e s  and  a  b l a c k  m o u s t a c h e .
W i th o u t  h e s i t a t i n g  h e  b e g a n .  S w i f t l y  h e  w e n t  on  t o  a  
m a s t e r l y  a d d r e s s ,  w i t h  a  b e g i n n i n g  an d  a  m id d le  and  a n  
e n d ,  r e a c h i n g  a  s u p e r b  c l i m a x .  I t  w as  p l a i n  t h a t  h e  h ad
n o t  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  c a l l e d  up o n  and  t h a t  h e  f e l t  t h e  n eed
o f  e x e r t i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  s a v e  t h e  e v e n i n g .  I f  t h e  s p e e c h  
had  b e e n  t a k e n  down i n  s h o r t h a n d  i t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  p u b ­
l i s h e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  a  w o rd .  I t  was a  b e a u t i f u l  
p i e c e  o f  w o r k - - l i k e  a  gem. When h e  f i n i s h e d  and  d ro p p e d  
i n t o  h i s  s e a t ,  t h e r e  was a  t u m u l t o u s  a p p l a u s e .  On a l l  
s i d e s  p e o p l e  w e re  s a y i n g  'Who i s  h e ? '  He w as W a l t e r  
H in e s  P a g e ,  t h e n  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  F o ru m . ^3
A g a in  u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h i s  t im e  t h e  f u n e r a l  o f  
D r .  Seaman A. K n ap p ,  P ag e  r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  a n  im prom ptu  a d d r e s s .  He w as
c o m p l e t e l y  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  c le r g y m e n  and  Jam es
W i l s o n ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  who h a n d l e d  t h e  s e r v i c e  and 
^ ^ S t .  L o u i s  G a z e t t e , n d . , P age  MSS.
^^San  F r a n c i s c o  B u l l e t i n ,  1 9 1 3 ,  P a g e  MSS.
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commended K n a p p ’ s l i f e  i n  " a n  a l t o g e t h e r  com m onplace  f a s h i o n . "14
When P ag e  s p o k e ;
. . . h i s  a p p r a i s e m e n t  t o o k  o n  a  c e r t a i n  i n d i g n a t i o n  . . . 
no  r e c o r d  o f  i t  w as  e v e r  m ad e ,  b u t  t h o s e  who h e a r d  i t  s t i l l  
c a r r y  t h e  memory o f  a n  e l o q u e n t  and  f i e r y  o u t b u r s t  t h a t  
p l a c e d  K n a p p 's  w o rk  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  r e l a t i o n  t o  A m e r ic a n  
h i s t o r y  and g av e  men a n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  p i c t u r e  o f  a  p a t i e n t ,  
i d e a l i s t i c ,  a c h i e v i n g  man w hose name w i l l  loom l a r g e  i n  t h e  
f u t u r e . 15
Edw ard  A ld e rm a n ,  a  l o n g - t i m e  f r i e n d  a- a a s s o c i a t e ,  f i r s t  h e a r d  
P a g e  s p e a k  a t  a  summer s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  He 
w as  i m p r e s s e d  by  th e  y o u n g  i n s t r u c t o r ' s  d e l i v e r y ,  so  u n l i k e  t h e  c o n v e n ­
t i o n a l  o r a t o r y  o f  t h e  d a y :
I  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  p a s s i n g  t h e  l e c t u r e  h a l l  one  e v e n i n g .  The 
d o o r s  and  w indow s w e re  o p e n .  I  p e e r e d  i n ,  an d  t h e r e  I  saw 
a  y o u n g  m a n - - a b o u t  tw e n t y - t w o  o r  t h r e e - - s p a r e  an d  t a l l ,  
w i t h  b row n h a i r  and  e y e s ,  s t a n d i n g  on t h e  p l a t f o r m .  I  was 
e s p e c i a l l y  s t r u c k  b e c a u s e  h e  was n o t  w e a r i n g  t h e  u n i f o r m  
o f  an  o r a t o r  a n d  h ad  no s p e e c h i f y i n g  m a n n e r .  I n  t h o s e  d a y s  
i n  t h e  S o u th  a  p u b l i c  s p e a k e r  d r e s s e d  t h e  p a r t :  h e  u s u a l l y
w o re  a  f r o c k  c o a t ,  a  w h i t e  n e c k t i e - - a n d  i n  h i s  o r a t o r i c a l  
p r o g r e s s  c e r t a i n  c o n v e n t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  w e re  e x p e c t e d .  T h i s  
yo u n g  c h a p ,  h o w e v e r ,  w o re  a  b u s i n e s s  s u i t ;  h e  w as s t a n d i n g  
a t  t h e  ed g e  o f  t h e  t a b l e ,  one  h a n d  r e s t i n g  on i t ,  an d  l e a n ­
i n g  f o r w a r d ,  n o t  o r a t i n g ,  b u t  m e r e l y  t a l k i n g  r a p i d l y  and 
w i t h  t h e  u t m o s t  e a s e .  I  w as  so  s t r u c k  w i t h  h i s  u n p r e t e n ­
t i o u s  a p p e a r a n c e  t h a t  I  w e n t  i n  an d  t o o k  a  s e a t .  I t  was a  
w o n d e r f u l  p i c t u r e  o f  e a r n e s t  and  p e r s u a s i v e  y o u t h . 1^
G e o rg e  T a y l o r  W i n s t o n ,  a  c o l l e a g u e  on  t h e  f a c u l t y  t h a t  summer,
n o t e d  t h a t  P ag e  " d i s p l a y e d  a  r e m a r k a b l e  o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  t h o u g h t ;  f i n e
c r i t i c a l  a b i l i t y ,  and  r a r e  f e l i c i t y  o f  e x p r e s s i o n .  He made a  v e r y
d e c i d e d  i m p r e s s i o n  on a l l  who h e a r d  h i m . W i n s t o n  p r a i s e d  P a g e ' s
^ ^ H e n d r ic k ,  L i f e  an d  L e t t e r s , p .  9 7 .
^^I b id .
^ ^ H e n d r i c k ,  The T r a i n i n g  o f  a n  A m e r ic a n , p .  120 .
^^G eorge  T. W i n s to n  t o  J .  L . J o n e s ,  M arch  5 ,  1881 , P age  MSS.
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a b i l i t y  n o t  o n l y  t o  p l e a s e  and  i n s t r u c t  b u t  a l s o ,  and  " i n  a  h i g h  d e g r e e ,  
t o  s e t  h i s  a u d i t o r s  t o  t h i n k i n g . "18
I n  a d d r e s s i n g  a n  a u d i e n c e  P ag e  w as " h o n e s t ,  e n e r g e t i c ,  c o n f i ­
d e n t  a l m o s t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  d o g m a t i s m ."19  I n  a n  e d i t o r i a l  i n  1 9 0 7 ,  
A l e x a n d e r  H a rv e y  w r o t e  " W a l te r  H. P ag e  w as h i m s e l f  when h e  a d d r e s s e d  u s  
l a s t  M onday, w h ic h  i s  much t o  s a y  t h a t  h e  w as  i m p r e s s i v e ,  t o  t h e  p o i n t  
an d  c o n v i n c i n g . "20
The s p e a k e r  whom H arv ey  c o n s i d e r e d  i m p r e s s i v e  w h i l e  s im p ly  b e i n g  
" h i m s e l f "  w as  l i k e w i s e  o f t e n  d e s c r i b e d  a s  i m p r e s s i v e  i n  a p p e a r a n c e .  I n  
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n ,  a  r e p o r t e r  f o r  t h e  B o s to n  T r a n s c r i p t  
o b s e r v e d  t h a t :
S id n e y  S m i t h ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  D a n i e l  W e b s t e r ,  a  ' s t e a m - e n g i n e  
i n  t r o u s e r s , '  w o u ld  n o t  f i t  h im  i l l .
A bove s i x  f e e t  t a l l ,  b r o a d  s h o u l d e r s  and  b i g  o f  l im b ,  
w i t h  a  h e a d  r a t h e r  ro u n d  t h a n  l o n g ,  t h e  f o r e h e a d  somewhat 
b l u n t ,  c h i n  b r o a d  and  s o l i d - - a l m o s t  m a s s i v e - - h e  i s  g e n e r ­
o u s l y  e q u i p p e d  f o r  l a r g e  u n d e r t a k i n g s . 21
Once c o m p l im e n te d  a s  " a l m o s t  L i n c o l n - l i k e  i n  h i s  r u g g e d ,  h o n e s t  
f a c e , "22  P a g e  w as  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  handsom e b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  b i g  n o s e .
When P ag e  a r r i v e d  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  many A m e r ic a n s  w e re  h a v i n g  t h e i r  
p o r t r a i t s  p a i n t e d  by  P .  A. L a s l o ,  who w as  r e l u c t a n t  t o  do  t h e  new 
a m b a s s a d o r .  T he r e a s o n  e v e n t u a l l y  s u r f a c e d ,  i t  was " P a g e ' s  n o s e  . . .
IGlbid.
^ ^ G r e g o r y ,  W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e , p p .  1 0 -1 1 .
2® X Jnidentified newspaper a r t i c l e ,  December 9 ,  1907 , Page MSS.
^ ^ B o s t o n  T r a n s c r i p t , A p r i l  2 0 ,  1 9 0 2 .
^^"New Y ork  and t h e  W o r l d ' s  W ork , "  P ag e  MSS.
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He d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  p u t  t h a t  n o s e  on  c a n v a s . P a g e ,  h o w e v e r ,  was 
a b l e  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  m o s t  p r o m in e n t  f e a t u r e  o f  h i s  f a c e  w i t h  good 
hum or.  I n  The S o u t h e r n e r , h i s  a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  n o v e l ,  h e  had  a  
l o v e l y  g i r l  t e l l  N i c h o l a s  W o r th  t h a t  "A un t P h o e b e  b e q u e a th e d  t o  
e v e r y  one  o f  y ou  h e r  b i g  n o s e  and  h e r  M e t h o d i s t  r e l i g i o n .  Y o u 'v e  g o t
t h e  n o s e . " 2 4
O b s e r v e r s  d e s c r i b e d  P a g e ' s  v o i c e  i n  d e l i v e r i n g  a  s p e e c h  a s
" r i c h  and  e l o q u e n t , "25 and  a s  t h e  " v o i c e  o f  a  s o u t h e r n  m a n . "2^ I n
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a  s e r i e s  o f  l e c t u r e s  on  "The W r i t e r  and  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y "
t o  be  d e l i v e r e d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C i n c i n n a t i ,  P ag e  s c r i b b l e d  th e
f o l l o w i n g  n o t a t i o n ;
Now i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  I  m u s t  a s k  you t o  p a r d o n  me f o r  n o t  
r e a d i n g  t h e s e  l e c t u r e s ,  a s  a c a d e m ic  h a b i t  i s - -  
Your p a r d o n  a l s o  f o r  n o t  s p e a k in g  them  a s  t h e  h a b i t  o f  
t h e  w o r I d ' s
I  am n o t  e n o u g h  o f  a  u n i v e r s i t y  l e c t u r e r  t o  c o n fo rm  to  
u n i v e r s i t y  m e th o d s — n o t  e n o u g h  o f  a  w o r l d l i n g  t o  do a s  
w o r l d l i n g s  d o .
I  s h a l l  t h e r e f o r e  com prom ise  b e tw e e n  t h e s e  two m e th o d s  
by  b o t h  r e a d i n g  and  s p e a k i n g . 27
As one m ig h t  s u r m i s e  f ro m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  W eek ly  News' a c c o u n t  o f  h i s
a d d r e s s ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  n o t i c e d  P a g e ' s  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  d e l i v e r y .  The
r e p o r t e r  f o r  t h e  campus p a p e r  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  l e c t u r e  he h ad :
2^G regory, W alter H in e s  P a g e , p .  10.
^‘S j a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  The S o u t h e r n e r :  An A u t o b io g r a p h y  o f
N i c h o l a s  W o r th  (New Y o rk :  D o u b le d a y ,  Page  & Company, 1 9 0 9 ) ,  p .  5 4 .
^^"New Y o rk  and  t h e  W o r Id ' s W ork . "
^ ^ " A n n u a l  A d d re s s  B e f o r e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y , "  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
T e n n e s s e e  R e c o r d , f 17 ( J u n e  18 , 1 9 0 0 ) ,  25 .
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. . . h e a r d  one  member o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  e x p r e s s  h i s  
v i e w s  o f  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  by  t h e  p a r a d o x :  ' I  was d i s a p ­
p o i n t e d  and  I  w as n o t  d i s a p p o i n t e d . ' T h i s  was 
a n s w e r e d :  'P e r h a p s  you  e x p e c t e d  a  l e a r n e d  a d d r e s s . '
T h e s e  w o rd s  e x p r e s s  t h e  l e c t u r e  e x a c t l y .  Mr. Page  
d i d  n o t  s p e a k  a s  th o u g h  he  w e re  t a l k i n g  t o  a  f a c u l t y  
o f  l e a r n e d  p r o f e s s o r s .  H is  t a l k  was p l a i n ,  v e r y  
p l a i n .  Many t h i n g s  w e r e ,  I  t h o u g h t ,  w o r th y  t o  be 
k e p t  i n  m in d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  by  p r o f e s s o r s . 2 8
P e r h a p s  one o f  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  and  c o m p le te  p i c t u r e s  o f  
P a g e  a s  a  man and  a  s p e a k e r  was r e c o r d e d  by Edward G i l l i a n  o f  
C h a r l o t t e ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  " a  l o t  o f  c a r p i n g  d i s p r a i s e  
a n d  m a u d l i n  an d  fu ls o m e  l a u d a t i o n "  he  h a d  e x p e c t e d  t o  s e e  " a  s p a r e ,  
p a l e ,  a n e m ic  a p p e a r i n g  s o r t  o f  man, p o s s i b l y  a  l i t t l e  e f f e m i n a t e , "  
h o w ev er  :
The r e a l  W a l t e r  H. P age  . . . w as  a  d i s c l o s u r e ,  a  
r e v e l a t i o n - - a n  a p o c a l y p s e .  He s t r u c k  a t  o n ce  a  b o l d ,  
c l e a r  n o t e .  T h e re  i s  a  r e m a r k a b l e  u p l i f t  a b o u t  h i s  
t o n e .  He i s  a n  a b l e b o d i e d ,  s in e w y  man o f  g r e a t  s ta m ­
i n a  and  ap lo m b . H i s  b r i l l i a n t  i n t e l l e c t u a l i t y  i s  
r o o t e d  i n  a  m o s t  a n t h r o p o i d  v i r i l i t y .
He i s  a  man o f  r e s o l u t e ,  e a r n e s t  an d  h a r n e s s e d  
e n e r g y .  H is  e v e r y  g e s t u r e  and  a c c e n t  s u g g e s t s  p o w e r - -  
a p p l i e d  and  r e s e r v e d .  He i s  n o t  a  m ere  p h r a s e - m o n g e r  
o r  v e r b a l i s t ,  w hose s p e c i a l t y  l i e s  i n  sm oo th  and  s o n o ­
r o u s  p e r i o d s .  He i s  w i t h o u t  r h e t o r i c a l  t r i c k s  o r  
e l o c u t i o n a r y  m a n n e r i s m s .  He s t r i k e s  h i g h e r  w o rd s .  He 
c o m p e ls  a t t e n t i o n  and  sy m p ath y  b y  a  p e r s i s t e n t  and 
s o v e r e i g n  c h a r a c t e r .  You a c k n o w le d g e  a  m a g n e t is m  i n  
w h ic h  th e  e l e m e n t s  a r e  m ixed  a n d  w h ic h  com pose a l l  t h e  
a t t r i b u t e s  o f  m a n h o o d .29
An o v e r v ie w  o f  P a g e ' s  a b i l i t y  a s  a  s p e a k e r  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  c a r e e r  h e  w as a  r e a d y  a n d  a b l e  o r a t o r  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
s i t u a t i o n s .  P age  i m p r e s s e d  a u d i e n c e s  w i t h  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s p e a k ,  
h i s  v o i c e  an d  a p p e a r a n c e ,  and  t h e  e a r n e s t n e s s  w i t h  w h ic h  he  s h a r e d  h i s  
^^U n i v e r s i t y  W eekly  News ( C i n c i n n a t i ) ,  December 14 , 1910. 
2 9 ç h a r l o t t e  News, May 3 ,  1902.
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m essage.
C o n c e p t  o f  R h e t o r i c
A r e v e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  
P a g e ' s  r h e t o r i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y .  I n  a  s p e e c h  "The M aking  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  
d e l i v e r e d  a t  t h e  S t a t e  N orm al and  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  i n  G r e e n s b o r o ,
M arch  10 , 1 8 9 9 ,  he  p r a i s e d  t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  d e c l a r i n g  "we a r e  t h e  
i n h e r i t o r s  o f  t h e  r i c h e s t  t r e a s u r e s  t h a t  an y  man e v e r  h a d ." ^ ®  Page  
made no d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e  sp o k e n  an d  w r i t t e n  w ord  c h o o s i n g  to  
c o n s i d e r  " a n y  b o o k  o r  s p e e c h  t h a t  h a s  w o r th y  t h o u g h t  a r t i s t i c a l l y  
e x p r e s s e d  . . . l i t e r a t u r e . "31  E l a b o r a t i n g  on t h i s  b e l i e f  he  o b s e r v e d  
" a n y t h i n g  s a i d  w e l l  en o u g h  a b o u t  any  s u b j e c t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  
l i t e r a t u r e . " 3 2
To s e l e c t  a  s u b j e c t  w o r th y  o f  t h e  t im e  and a t t e n t i o n  o f  a  
s p e a k e r  and h i s  a u d i e n c e .  P ag e  b e l i e v e d  t h e  o r a t o r  s h o u l d  r e s p o n d  t o  
t h e  p ro b le m s  and  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e .  S p e a k in g  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
a t  C h ap e l  H i l l ,  he a d v i s e d  them  t o  show th e m s e lv e s  " i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h o s e  
t h i n g s  i n  w h ic h  th e  p e o p l e  a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t e r e s t e d . "33
P ag e  p l a c e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e m p h a s i s  on  c o n t e n t  when e v a l u a t i n g  
a n  o r a t i o n .  One o f  t h e  s p e a k e r s  i n  a  c o l l e g i a t e  o r a t o r i c a l  c o n t e s t  
j u d g e d  by P ag e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  c a r e f u l  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  h i s  own s p e e c h :
3^ W a l te r  H in e s  P a g e ,  "T he M aking o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  S t a t e  Norm al 
M a g a z i n e , I I I  ( A p r i l ,  1 8 9 9 ) ,  4 6 2 .
31page notebook , Page MSS.
3 2 p a g e ,  "The M ak ing  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  46 3 .
3 3 w a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  " A d d re s s  a t  t h e  I n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  P r e s i d e n t  
W i n s t o n , "  P a g e  MSS.
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" I  r a n  my m ind  o v e r  s u c c e s s f u l  s p e e c h e s  a t  o t h e r  com m encem ents .  . . .  I  
d e c i d e d  I  w a n te d  a  S o u t h e r n  them e and  t h e  b an d  t o  p l a y  ' D i x i e '  a f t e r  I  
h a d  f i n i s h e d .  I t  was a  s a f e  s u b j e c t  an d  o n e  s u r e  t o  p l e a s e  my 
a u d i e n c e . "34  P ag e  was n o t  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  e f f o r t ,  and  h i s  o p i n i o n  o f  
t h e  s p e e c h  an d  t h e  o t h e r s  was c l e a r .  The s p e e c h e s  " s m e l l e d  t o o  much o f  
t h e  p a s t .  . . . t h e  th em es  c h o s e n  w e re  w o rn  and  t h r e a d b a r e  an d  t h e r e
w as  no r e a l  o r a t o r y . "35
P ag e  h i m s e l f  "w as no o r a t o r  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  w e a v in g  f i n e  
p e r i o d s  b u t  h e  had  a  hum orous  i r o n i c a l  c a p a c i t y  f o r  s t a t i n g  f a c t s  
w h ic h  w e re  a b a s h i n g  t o  t h o s e  i n  c o n t e s t  w i t h  h i m . "3^  H is  f r i e n d  
C h a r l e s  D ab n ey ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  T e n n e s s e e  an d  
C i n c i n n a t i ,  r e c a l l e d  P ag e  a s  " a  r e a d y  an d  f o r c e f u l  s p e a k e r ,  c l e a r ,  
d i r e c t ,  an d  v i r i l e .  H i s  a d d r e s s e s  showed e a r n e s t  t h i n k i n g  an d  d e e p  
c o n v i c t i o n . "37  P ag e  s p o k e  b l u n t l y  a b o u t  t h e  S o u th  and  h e r  p r o b l e m s .
A s a  r e s u l t  n u m ero u s  s o u t h e r n e r s  c a l l e d  h im  a  " t r a i t o r , "
" y e l l o w  d o g , "  and  a  "m odern  J u d a s "  f o r  " b e t r a y i n g  p u b l i c l y  t h e  shame 
a n d  ig n o m in y  o f  t h e  S o u th ,  i t s  p o v e r t y  an d  b a c k w a rd n e s s ." ^ ®  D e s p i t e  
t h i s  h o s t i l i t y  he  r e c e i v e d  f r e q u e n t  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  s p e a k  i n  h i s  n a t i v e  
s e c t i o n .
®^Long, Son o f  C a r o l i n a , p .  112 .
®^Long, p .  13 1 .
®® Peter M ic h a e l  W i l s o n ,  S o u t h e r n  E x p o s u re  (C h a p e l  H i l l :
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 2 7 ) ,  p .  17 2 .
® ^ C h a r le s  W i l l i a m  D abney , U n i v e r s a l  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h , I  
( C h a p e l  H i l l :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 2 7 ) ,  p .  23 6 .
®®Edd W i n f i e l d  P a r k s ,  S eg m en ts  o f  S o u t h e r n  T h o u g h t  ( A t h e n s :
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G e o r g i a  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  p .  27 3 .
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I n  p r e s e n t i n g  h i s  i d e a s  P ag e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  w ould  c a r e ­
f u l l y  e x a m in e  a  p r o b l e m  an d  s u g g e s t  o n e  o r  s e v e r a l  c o n s t r u c t i v e  
a l t e r n a t i v e s .  He n e v e r  " p o i n t e d  o u t  a  p u b l i c  e v i l  w i t h o u t  a t  t h e  same 
t im e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  r e m e d y . "39  I n  t h i s  way h i s  o p p o n e n t s  a c k n o w le d g e d  
t h a t  w h i l e  " h i s  own v i e w s  a r e  n o t  t h e  b e s t  . . .  h e  o p e n s  a  c h a n n e l  
( f o r  t e s t i n g  t h o u g h t )  on t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  s u b j e c t s . " '^ ®
P a g e  c o n s i d e r e d  h i s  a p p r o a c h  t o  h i s  o p p o n e n t ' s  p o s i t i o n  c a r e f u l l y ,  
s t u d y i n g  " p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  p l a c e s  f o r  a t t a c k  o f  
t h e  l e a s t  r e s i s t a n c e , "  an d  " o b s e r v i n g  t h a t  no  m a t t e r  w h a t  a  m a n 's  p u r ­
p o s e  o r  i n t e n t i o n s  b e ,  a  m i s t a k e  i n  g a u g i n g  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  o r  a  
m i s t a k e  i n  t a c t i c s  i n  a t t a c k i n g  i t ,  o u t w e i g h s  a l l  good i n t e n t i o n s . "41  
P a g e ' s  c o n c e p t  o f  s t y l e  r e f l e c t s  h i s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  r i g h t  u s e  
o f  l a n g u a g e ,  w h e th e r  w r i t t e n  o r  s p o k e n ,  a s  a n  a r t  and  a s  e s s e n t i a l  i n  
a  d e m o c r a c y .  I n  1900 h e  d e l i v e r e d  "The S tu d y  o f  L i t e r a t u r e  i n  I t s  
M ak in g "  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e .  A r e p o r t  o f  
t h a t  o c c a s i o n  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  " h i s  w o rd s  w e r e  n a t u r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  
co m in g  f ro m  one  who sp o k e  w i t h  a u t h o r i t y .  H i s  s t y l e  w as e a s y  and  
e l o q u e n t . " 4 2  P age  a d v o c a t e d  a  c l e a r  and  s i m p le  s t y l e .  He o b j e c t e d  
t o  " l i t e r a r y "  s p e e c h  an d  w r i t i n g ,  and  o n c e  u r g e d  C. A lp h o n so  S m i th  t o  
" t e a c h  b y  h a r d ,  l o n g ,  c o n t i n u o u s  p r a c t i c e  i n  i d i o m a t i c  s p e e c h  and
w r i t i n g . "4 3  %n h e r  t h e s i s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  P a g e  a s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  
39H e n d r i c k ,  The T r a i n i n g  o f  a n  A m e r i c a n , p .  213 .
^ ^ News and  O b s e r v e r  ( R a l e i g h ) ,  November 1 1 ,  1893 .
^^WHP t o  E d g a r  M urphy , A p r i l  1 5 ,  1 9 0 0 ,  P ag e  MSS.
4 3 "A n n u a l  A d d r e s s  B e f o r e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y , "  25 .
'^-^fHP t o  C. A lp h o n s o  S m i th ,  May 5 ,  1 9 0 9 ,  P ag e  MSS.
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A t l a n t i c  M o n th ly , O l i v e  M in o r  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  t h e  N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n
b e l i e v e d  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e a c h  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  a  s t y l e  " w h ic h ,  w h i l e
c l o t h e d  i n  d i g n i t y  an d  e v e n  i n  goo d  l i t e r a r y  f a s h i o n ,  w ould  s t i l l  b e
c o h e r e n t  t o  th em ; b u t  i n  w h ic h  a t  t h e  same t im e  w ou ld  n o t  s a c r i f i c e
q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  v i t a l ,  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e ,  o r  t h e  h u m a n . A s  an
e d i t o r  h e  was i n s i s t e n t  t h a t  h i s  s t a f f  r e s p e c t  h i s  a t t i t u d e  on  word
u s a g e ,  " t e r s e n e s s ,  d i r e c t n e s s ,  s i m p l i c i t y : "
’ I  w a n t  t h e  m a g a z in e  i n t e l l i g i b l e , '  P a g e  w o u ld  s a y ,  
t o  t h e  K a n s a s  f a r m e r ' s  h i r e d  m a n 's  t h i r t e e n - y e a r - o l d  
d a u g h t e r . '  He lo v e d  one o r  two s y l l a b l e d  A n g lo -S a x o n  
w o rd s :  n o  p i e c e  o f  h i s  own w r i t i n g ,  h i s  s t a f f
i n s i s t e d ,  w as c o m p le t e  t h a t  d i d  n o t  c o n t a i n  t h e  w ords  
' l a r g e , '  ' t a s k , '  ' j o b , '  ' f o r w a r d . '  T h e re  w e re  a lm o s t  
o n l y  two w o rd s  o f  c l a s s i c  d e r i v a t i o n  i n  w h ic h  he  
i n d u l g e d  f r e e l y ,  an d  t h e s e  w e re  c o n s t a n t l y  on h i s  
l i p s  and  p e n - - ' c o n s t r u c t i v e , ' and  'd e m o c r a c y . '  F e e b l e ,  
g e n e r i c  a d j e c t i v e s ,  t h a t  m e r e l y  c o n v e y e d  e m p h a s i s ,  he
d e s p i s e d . 45
He f o l l o w e d  h i s  own r u l e s .  A l th o u g h  w e l l - e d u c a t e d  an d  a  G re e k  s c h o l a r
a t  J o h n s  H o p k in s ,  h e  n e v e r  f l a u n t e d  h i s  k n o w led g e  an d  r a r e l y  u s e d  a
c l a s s i c a l  i l l u s i o n .
One p a r t i c u l a r  t a l e n t  p o s s e s s e d  b y  P a g e  was h i s  a b i l i t y  t o
r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  a  w e l l - t u r n e d  p h r a s e .  Emma P a g e ,  W a l t e r ' s
s i s t e r ,  w r o t e  t h a t  " W i l s o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  c o n t r i b u t o r s ,  f r e q u e n t l y
u s e d  P a g e ' s  p h r a s e o l o g y  n o t  o n l y  w h i l e  h e  w as  a n  e d i t o r  b u t  l a t e r  a s
w e l l .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  'w a r  o f  d e m o c r a c y '  w as w r i t t e n
by  P ag e  s i x  m o n th s  b e f o r e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  u s e d  i t . ' " 4 6  Once P a g e  sp o k e
^ 4 o i i v e  M i n o r ,  " W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ' s  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  P o l i c y  
w i t h  t h e  A t l a n t i c  M o n th ly "  ( M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  C o lum bia  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
1 9 3 3 ) ,  p .  31.
4 5 H e n d r i c k ,  The T r a i n i n g  o f  a n  A m e r ic a n , p p .  2 1 1 -1 2 .
4 % i n o r , " W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ' s  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n , "  p . 4 6 .
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up a t  a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  R efo rm  C lu b  p r i o r  t o  t h e  d e c l a r a ­
t i o n  o f  w a r  w i t h  S p a i n .  O p p o s in g  an y  p e a c e  r e s o l u t i o n s  and  r e f e r r i n g  
t o  t h e  s i n k i n g  o f  t h e  " M a in e ,"  he  " s a i d  i n  a  v o i c e  and  m anner t h a t  
c a r r i e d  a l l  b e f o r e  h im ,  'N a t i o n s  a r e  i n f l u e n c e d  n o t  b y  t h e o r i e s ,  b u t  by 
e v e n t s . '  The e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  a x i o m a t i c  s t a t e m e n t ,  w i t h  t h e  pow er w i t h  
w h ic h  i t  was u t t e r e d ,  was t re m e n d o u s .
W h i le  P a g e  s a i d  l i t t l e  a b o u t  d e l i v e r y  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  h e  was 
a w a re  o f  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e .  I n  an  a d d r e s s  d e l i v e r e d  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
o f  d ip lo m a s  a t  t h e  D w ig h t  S c h o o l  h e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  c u l t i v a t e d  p e o p l e  
m i g h t  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  by  t h e  " g r a c e f u l  p r e c i s io n " '^ ®  w i t h  w h ich  t h e y  w r o t e  
a n d  s p o k e .  I n  a  commencement a d d r e s s  a t  R an d o Ip h -M aco n  Women's 
C o l l e g e  h e  a s k e d  "Who a r e  t h e  s t u p i d  i n  e v e r y  g r o u p ?  They who c a n  
n e i t h e r  s p e a k  o r  w r i t e  w i t h  g r a c e . "49
P ag e  h ad  l i t t l e  u s e  f o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  " o r a t i n g , "  p r e f e r r i n g  
i n s t e a d  a  m ore c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s t y l e .  T h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  seems b o r n e  o u t  
w hen  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  N i c h o l a s  W o r t h ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  
i n  t h e  s p e e c h  c o n t e s t  c h r o n i c l e d  i n  The S o u t h e r n e r  ;
When e m o t io n s  a r e  a t  t h e i r  t e n s e s t ,  a s  a  man p l u n g e s  onward 
i n t o  t h e  m ak in g  o f  a  s p e e c h ,  e v e r y  s e n s e  i s  q u i c k e n e d .  He 
c a n  s e e  a  h u n d r e d  f a c e s  a t  o n ce  an d  r e c a l l  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  t o  
e a c h  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e .  He c a n ,  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h i n k  o v e r  
l o n g  p a s t  e v e n t s  c o n n e c te d  i n  h i s  m in d  w i t h  them . The 
o r a t o r ,  t h e  y o u n g  o r a t o r ,  s u r e l y ,  h a s  two c o n s c i o u s n e s s e s .
One i s  f i x e d  o n  h i s  o r a t i o n .  The o t h e r  r u n s  a l o n g  b e s i d e  
i t ,  o r  m akes  e x c u r s i o n s  a h e a d  o f  i t ,  o r  w a n d e r s  o v e r  t h e  
a r g u m e n t ,  o r  f i x e s  i t s e l f  on  an  i m p o r t a n t  p h a s e  t h a t  i s  y e t
47p a i l y  O b s e r v e r  ( C h a r l o t t e ) ,  M arch  8 ,  1903
4® W alte r  H in e s  P a g e ,  " P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  D ip lo m as  a t  t h e  
D w ig h t  S c h o o l , "  P ag e  MSS.
4 9 w a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  "Commencement A d d r e s s  a t  R an d o Ip h -M aco n ' s 
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t o  com e, o r  ro a m s  a r o u n d  t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  o r  comes t o  h i s  
s u p p o r t  i f  h e  l a g s  and  s a y s ,  'R o u s e  y o u  now! P o o r  i s  t h e  
man who h a s  n o t  f e l t  t h i s  d e e p  p u l s a t i o n  o f  h i g h  e f f o r t  
t o  w in  a n  a u d i e n c e . 50
H ere  d e l i v e r y  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  n a t u r a l  p r o d u c t  o f  sound  p r e p a r a t i o n
an d  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  d e s i r e  t o  co m m u n ica te  h i s  m e s s a g e  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e .
P ag e  d e f i n e d  l i t e r a t u r e  a s  " a n y  b o o k  o r  an y  s p e e c h  e x p r e s s e d
' w i t h  c u r i o u s  c a r e . ' " 5 1  i n  h i s  s t u d y  o f  f i v e  e p i d e i c t i c  s p e e c h e s  by
P a g e ,  L o u i s  C am p b e l l  fo u n d  t h a t  e a c h  s p e e c h  i n c l u d e d  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,
b o d y ,  and  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  v a r y i n g  l e n g t h s , ^2  an d  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e
im prom ptu  e f f o r t  b e f o r e  t h e  New Y ork  C i t y  R efo rm  C lub  r e p o r t e d  t h a t
h i s  a d d r e s s  h a d  a  " b e g i n n i n g  and  a  m i d d le  an d  a n  e n d ,  r e a c h i n g  a
s u p e r b  c l i m a x . "  P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  c o n c i s e  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  P a g e ' s  v ie w s
o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  fo u n d  i n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  L i n c o l n ' s
C o o p er  U n io n  a d d r e s s .
I t  i s  t h e  c l o s e l y - k n i t  s t y l e  o f  L i n c o l n - - b u t  m a i n l y  t h e  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  w h ic h  made w h a t  h e  s a i d  s im p ly  i r r e f u t a b l e .
I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  w h e th e r  h e  u s e d  a  s i n g l e  a rg u m e n t  t h a t  h ad  
n o t  b e e n  many t i m e s  h e a r d  b e f o r e ;  . . . B u t  he m a s s e d  h i s  
f a c t s  a r t i s t i c a l l y — c o n v i n c i n g l y — i r r e f u t a b l y .  He f o r t i ­
f i e d  them  w i t h  h i s t o r y  . . .
He f o r t i f i e d  i t  w i t h  e a r n e s t n e s s ,  t o o .  B u t  t h e  
ch a rm  o f  t h e  s p e e c h ,  i t s  c o n v i n c i n g  q u a l i t y  and  i t s  pe rm ­
a n e n t  q u a l i t y  i s  s o r t  o f  a  p r o p h e t i c  t o n e  t h a t  r u n s  t h r o u g h  
i t - - w h i c h  i s  r e a l l y  a n  i m a g i n a t i v e  q u a l i t y .  The l a n g u a g e  
i s  s e v e r e l y  p l a i n — u n r e l i e v e d  i n  i t s  e a r n e s t n e s s  and  s e r i ­
o u s n e s s ;  b u t  a l l  t h r o u g h  i t  an d  r o u n d  a b o u t  i t  i s  t h e  p l a y  
o f  a  g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  i m a g i n a t i o n .  The s p e e c h  h a s  a  p l a n — 
a n  a r t i s t i c  fo rm — a s  a r t i s t i c  a s  t h e  p l a n  o f  a  g r e a t  
c a t h e d r a l  o r  o f  a  sym phony; i t  h a s  a  b a c k g ro u n d  an d  an  
a p p r o a c h ;  i t  i s  m a s s i v e ,  c o l o s s a l  i n  f a c t ,  b u t  i t  h a s
^® Page, The S o u t h e r n e r , p p .  7 3 - 4 .
^ ^ H e n d r i c k ,  The T r a i n i n g  o f  a n  A m e r ic a n , p .  285 .
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b e a u t i f u l  p r o p o r t i o n s . 53
P a g e  w as  w e l l  aw are  o f  t h e  p o w er  o f  o r a t o r y .  W h i le  h e  h ad
l i t t l e  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  acuaien  o f  W i l l i a m  J e n n i n g s  B ry a n ,  h e
d i d  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c i t e  t h e  N e b r a s k a n ' s  " C r o s s  o f  G o ld "  s p e e c h  a s  a n
e x a m p le  o f  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  a  s p e a k e r  t o  move h i s  a u d i e n c e :
H a r d l y  a  d a y  p a s s e s  i n  o u r  d e m o c r a t i c  l i f e  b u t  some 
m a r v e l o u s  e f f e c t  o f  good w r i t i n g  o r  o f  good s p e a k i n g  
may b e  o b s e r v e d .  I t  w o u ld  b e  h a r d  t o  f i n d  i n  o u r  w h o le  
p o l i t i c a l  a n n a l s  a  b e t t e r  e x a m p le  o f  q u i - k l y  an d  p r o ­
f o u n d l y  e f f e c t i v e  o r a t o r y  t h a n  M r. B r y a n ' s  p a s s i o n a t e  
a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  D e m o c r a t i c  C o n v e n t io n .  You 
may h o l d  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  i t  w as  a  m ere  t r i c k - - n o  m a t t e r  
f o r  my p r e s e n t  p u r p o s e ,  i t  w as a t  l e a s t  a n  e f f e c t i v e  u s e  
o f  l a n g u a g e .  T h e re  s a t  t h e  g r e a t  m ass  o f  m e n - - a  f l a b b y  
m ass  o f  e x c i t a b l e  i n d e c i s i o n ;  y e t  t h e y  w e re  o f  A m e r ic a n  
c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  same f l e s h  an d  b r a i n  an d  e m o t io n s  a s  t h e  
r e s t  o f  u s ;  an d  t h e r e  a r o s e  a  man w ho, b y  s h e e r  f o r c e  o f  
w o r d s ,  a r t i s t i c a l l y  a im ed  an d  g ro u p e d  an d  s h a r e d ,  sw ep t  
th em  a l o n g  t o  a n  i n s t a n t a n e o u s  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  
n o t  a n t i c i p a t e d .  The d e c i s i o n  may h a v e  b e e n  w i s e  o r  i t  
may h a v e  b e e n  f o o l i s h .  B u t  i t  i s  s u r e l y  f o o l i s h  t o  t a l k  
a b o u t  t h e  p a s s i n g  away o f  a l l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  
o r a t o r y  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  s u c h  a n  ex a m p le  a s  t h a t . 54
P a g e ' s  u s e  o f  t h i s  ex a m p le  c l e a r l y  r e v e a l s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e
l a i d  g r e a t  s t r e s s  u p o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s p e e c h  i n  a  d e m o c ra c y .  I n
"T h e  R i g h t  U se  o f  S p e e c h  i n  a  D e m o c ra c y ,"  d e l i v e r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  N a t i o n a l
E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  C h ic a g o ,  F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  1 9 0 0 ,  h e  a p p r o a c h e d  h i s
s u b j e c t  f o r  a  " w o rk a d a y ,  u n i v e r s a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w . "55  He e m p h a s iz e d
t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  u s e  o f  s p e e c h  i n  a  d e m o c ra c y  a s  t h e
CO
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o n l y  m eans  t o  g u i d e  i t ;  an d  a t  t h e  same t i m e  a s  t h e  o n l y  b a s i s  o f  t h a t
e f f e c t i v e  i n d i v i d u a l  c u l t u r e  w h ic h  i s  t h e  s a f e g u a r d  o f  d e m o c r a c y . "
The s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  m u s t  g r a s p ,  a t  l e a s t  
t h e  d o m in a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  f o r  h im ­
s e l f ,  t h e  p r i m a r y  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  l a n g u a g e  i s  a n  a r t .  
W i t h o u t  t h i s  we c a n n o t  b u d g e  a n  i n c h  to w a r d  a  c u l t i v a t e d  
d e m o c r a c y .  I t  i s  n o t  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  m e re  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t ;  
i t  i s  a  f u n d a m e n t a l  q u e s t i o n  o f  so u n d  e x i s t e n c e .  The 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  r i g h t  s p e e c h ,  t h e  i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  b ad  
s p e e c h ;  an d  e v e n  t h e  i m m o r a l i t y  o f  b a d  s p e e c h  i n  a  dem oc- 
r a c y - - t h i s  t h e  v e r y  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  p o p u l a r  e d u c a t i o n .  T h i s ,  
t h e n ,  g e n t l e m e n  i s  y e t  a s  I  a n a l y z e  o u r  l i f e  and  w o rk ,  t h e  
su p re m e  n ee d  i n  o u r  d e m o c ra c y ;  a n d  t i l l  t h i s  l a c k  i s  s u p ­
p l i e d  t h e  c o m p l e t e  t r i u m p h  an d  h i g h e s t  v i n d i c a t i o n  o f  
d e m o c ra c y  m u s t  w a i t .  W henever we c a n  h a v e  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  
t h e  w h o le  m ass  o f  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e  t h e  i n s t i n c t i v e  f e e l i n g  
t h a t  l a n g u a g e  i s  a  s a c r e d  t h i n g ,  an d  t h a t  f o r  h i s  u s e  o f  
i t  e v e r y  human b e i n g  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e  b y  s o c i e t y — 
t h e n  we s h a l l  r e a c h  a  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  t r u e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  
t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  p e o p l e  i n  h i s t o r y  h a s  r e a c h e d .
I n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h i s  c o n c e p t  P ag e  w as  n o t ,  a s  h e  d e c l a r e d  b e f o r e  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  " a  p h i l o l o g i a n , "  b u t  a  p r a g m a t i s t .  
He a d m i t t e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  " c o n f i d e n c e  o n l y  i n  a  g e n e r a l  m ovem ent f o r  t h e  
b e t t e r m e n t  o f  o u r  s p e e c h ,  . . . n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t  t e a c h i n g  
o f  a  m ore  e f f e c t i v e  u s e  o f  i t  i s  p r a c t i c a b l e . "  A t  R a n d o lp h -M a c o n 's  
W om en 's  C o l l e g e  h e  r e a f f i r m e d  h i s  b e l i e f  i n  p u b l i c  a d d r e s s  i n  a  dem oc­
r a c y .  He i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  s a i d ,  " T h e r e  i s  o n l y  o n e  a r i s t o c r a c y  t h a t  
c a n  l a s t  an d  t h a t  i s  a n  a r i s t o c r a c y  b a s e d  o n  s p e e c h .  W i th  t h e  pow er 
o f  s p e e c h  e v e r y  s o c i a l  b a r r i e r  c a n  b e  o v e rco m e  and  i t  c a n  ov erco m e 
p o w e r ,  w e a l t h  an d  b l o o d .
P ag e  lo o k e d  u p o n  r h e t o r i c  a s  a  p r a g m a t i s t .  He c o n s i d e r e d  i t  
v i t a l  f o r  e v e r y  c i t i z e n  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  s p o k e n  and  
w r i t t e n  w o rd .  As s u c h ,  h e  s t r e s s e d  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  r i g h t  
^ ^ P a g e ,  "Commencement A d d r e s s  a t  R a n d o lp h - M a c o n 's  C o l l e g e . "
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■use o f  s p e e c h  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  an d  i m p r o v in g  t h e  A m e r ic a n  d e m o c ra c y .
gummary
The s p e e c h  t r a i n i n g  o f  W a l t e r  H i n e s  P ag e  was l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  h e  r e c e i v e d  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  b e s t  i n  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e ,  
t h e  s t u d y  o f  G re e k  and L a t i n  m o d e ls  an d  h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  d e b a t i n g  
s o c i e t i e s  an d  o r a t o r i c a l  c o n t e s t s .  R e c o g n iz e d  a s  a  c a p a b l e  s p e a k e r .  
P a g e  w as  o f t e n  i n v i t e d  t o  a d d r e s s  a u d i e n c e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  was 
s u c c e s s f u l  a s  a  l e c t u r e r ,  and  showed g r e a t  a b i l i t y  i n  im prom ptu  s i t ­
u a t i o n s .  The b a s i s  f o r  h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  r h e t o r i c ,  i n  w h ic h  h e  made no 
d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e  w r i t t e n  o r  s p o k e n  w o rd ,  was a  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  
t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e .  C o g n iz a n t  o f  t h e  pow er o f  o r a t o r y ,  h e  u r g e d  t h e  
s p e a k e r  t o  l o o k  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  and  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  
em p lo y  a  p l a i n ,  i n t e l l i g i b l e  s t y l e ,  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  m anner  o f  d e l i v ­
e r y ,  an d  t h o u g h t f u l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
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CHAPTER I I I  
PAGE AND THE NEW SOUTH
New S o u th  a d v o c a t e s  e n v i s i o n e d  a  r e t u r n  to  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  
p r o s p e r i t y  an d  i n f l u e n c e  f o r  t h e i r  s e c t i o n ,  b u t  o f t e n  d i f f e r e d  i n  
t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o r  e m p h a s i s  t o  f o l l o w  i n  a c h i e v ­
i n g  th e  g o a l .  The f o c u s  i n  C h a p te r  I I I  i s  p l a c e d  u p o n  c o m p re h e n d in g  
P a g e ' s  im age o f  t h e  New S o u th .
T h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f o u r  s e c t i o n s .  S e c t i o n  one 
p r o v i d e s  a n  o v e r v ie w  o f  P a g e ' s  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  New S o u th .  S e c t i o n  
two d i s c u s s e s  t h e  r o l e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a s  k e y  t o  t h e  New S o u th .
S e c t i o n s  t h r e e  an d  f o u r  c o n s i d e r  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  s o c i a l  and  econom ic  
p r o g r e s s  f o r  w h ic h  h e  h o p e d .  E x a m in a t io n  o f  P a g e ' s  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  
New S o u th  r e v e a l s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  p r e m i s e s  h e  u t i l i z e d  i n  h i s  
s p e e c h e s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m .
The New S o u th
One o f  t h e  s t r i k i n g  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  fo u n d  i n  t h e  o r a t o r y  and  
a t t i t u d e s  o f  New S o u th  a d v o c a t e s  w as t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  O ld  S o u th .  
"To compound t h e  i r o n y , "  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  men " a c c e p t e d  t h e  m y th ic  v ie w  o f  
t h e  p a s t ,  r a r e l y  f a i l i n g  t o  p r e f a c e  a  New S o u th  p ro n o u n c e m e n t  w i t h  warm 
p r a i s e  and n o s t a l g i c  s i g h s  f o r  t h e  g o ld e n  ag e  t h a t  had  p a s s e d .
C. Vann Woodward r e a s o n e d  t h a t  " s u c h  s t r a i n e d  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  
d i d  n o t  e m b a r r a s s  t h e  o r a t o r y  o f  H enry  G ra d y ,  o f  t h e  you n g  Woodrow
^ P a u l  M. G a s t o n ,  The New S o u th  C re e d ;  A S tu d y  i n  M ythm aking  
(B a to n  R ouge: The L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  p .  168.
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W i l s o n  o r  e v e n  o f  W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  a l l  o f  whom p a i d  r e v e r e n t  homage 
t o  a n c e s t r a l  s h r i n e s . I n  a d v a n c i n g  t h i s  a s s e r t i o n ,  Woodward m akes  
s t r a n g e  b e d f e l l o w s  o f  G ra d y  an d  P a g e .  The d i s p a r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  two 
fam o u s  s o u t h e r n  j o u r n a l i s t s  a r i s e s  f ro m  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e i r  p e r c e p ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  O ld  S o u th .  G r a d y ' s  s p e e c h e s  i n  N o r t h  an d  S o u t h  r e c a l l  w i t h  
r e v e r e n c e  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  d e a t h  i n  t h e  w a r ,  t h e  g a l l a n t r y  o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r ­
a t e  s o l d i e r ,  an d  th e  " c l o s e  an d  c o r d i a l "  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  f a i t h f u l  
d a r k e y  who f o l l o w e d  h i s  m a s t e r  t o  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  an d  p r o t e c t e d  t h e  
m i s t r e s s  a t  home. P age  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  o l d  o r d e r  o f  
t h e  S o u t h  and  c o n t i n u a l l y  s o u g h t  " t o  s h a t t e r  t h e  f a l s e  i l l u s i o n s  t h a t  
g a t h e r e d  a b o u t  h i s  n a t i v e  s e c t i o n . I n  h i s  p r i v a t e  p a p e r s  h e  d e s ­
c r i b e d  t h e  w o r k in g s  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  m ind an d  l a b e l e d  i t s  p r o d u c t  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  o f  a  m y th o lo g y .
The p o p u l a r  n o t i o n  o f  l i f e  ' b e f o r e  t h e  w a r '  i s  s t r a n g e l y  
e r r o n e o u s .  T h e re  w e re  no p o o r  p e o p l e  o f  good f a m i l i e s  
t h e n !  A n c e s t r a l  p o r t r a i t s ,  b r o a d  p l a n t a t i o n s  a n d  p r i v a t e  
co ach m en  w e re  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  a l l !  The t r u t h  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
t h a t  n o t  a  few  o f  t h e  g r e a t  f a m i l i e s  o f  t h e  o l d  a r i s t o c r a c y  
w e r e  r i c h  o n l y  i n  s l a v e s  a n d  n o t  a  few  o f  th em  p a i d  t h e  
e x p e n s e s  o f  k e e p i n g  a  num ber o f  s l a v e s  a lw a y s  p r o p e r t y  
t h a t  w as  r e a d i l y  c o n v e r t i b l e  i n t o  c a s h .  T h i s  f a c t  an d  o t h e r  
f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e  o l d  l i f e  h a v e  b e e n  f o r g o t t e n  i n  t h e  p o p u l a r  
n o t i o n  and  t h e  a n t e - b e l l u m  a r i s t o c r a c y  i s  now r e g a r d e d  a s  
t e n  f o l d  more a r i s t o c r a t i c  t h a n  i t  r e a l l y  w a s .  The m yth  
h a s  m a g n i f i e d  i t s  s u b j e c t . 5
^C. Vann Woodward, O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  New S o u t h , 1 8 7 7 -1 9 1 3  (B a to n  
R o u g e :  The L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  p .  158 .
% e n r y  G ra d y ,  The New S o u t h ;  The W r i t i n g s  a n d  S p e e c h e s  o f  H e n ry  
G r a d y , i n t r o ,  b y  M i l l s  L ane  (S a v a n n a h :  The B e e h iv e  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  p .  9 .
^Edw ard  Mims, The A d v a n c in g  S o u th :  S t o r i e s  o f  P r o g r e s s  an d
R e a c t i o n  ( P o r t  W a s h in g to n ,  New Y o rk :  K e n n ik a t  P r e s s ,  1 9 2 6 ) ,  p .  2 4 2 .
^ P ag e  n o t e b o o k .  P ag e  MSS.
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I n  "A S tu d y  o f  a n  O ld  S o u t h e r n  B o ro u g h ” P a g e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  
s t a g n a t i o n  o f  a  o n c e  e n e r g e t i c  com m unity  w h ic h  c h o s e  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  
p a s t .  As h e  was w o n t  t o  d o ,  h e  a n a l y z e d  t h e  p r o b le m  an d  t h e n  o f f e r e d  
a  s o l u t i o n :
The new S o u th  c a n n o t  b u i l d  u p  i t s  p o s s i b l e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  
m e r e l y  b y  l o o k i n g  b a c k w a rd  an d  s i g h i n g ,  n o r  y e t  b y  s i m p ly  
p r e s s i n g  b l i n d l y  f o r w a r d  i n  new p a t h s  t h a t  a r e  now o p e n .
W i th  a  r e v e r e n t i a l  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  p a s t ,  w h ic h  u n h a p p i l y  
c e r t a i n  c o m m u n i t ie s  a r e  t o o  r a p i d l y  l o s i n g ,  an d  b y  a  
v i g o r o u s  w o rk  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e , w h ic h  many m ore  c o m m u n i t i e s  
n e g l e c t ,  i t  h a s  t h r o u g h  p o v e r t y  a  c h a n c e  f o r  g r e a t n e s s  t h a t  
i s  a l m o s t  u n p a r a l l e l e d  i n  h i s t o r y .  The g r o w th  o f  a  c i v i l i ­
z a t i o n  i s  a lw a y s  s lo w .  B u t  w i t h  a  p r o p e r  f u s i o n  o f  o l d  and  
new, g r e a t n e s s  c a n  h e r e  b e  a c h i e v e d . &
A l t h o u g h  " n e v e r  b i t t e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  O ld  S o u t h , P a g e  
p l u n g e d  a h e a d  i n  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  u r g e  s o u t h e r n e r s  t o  c e a s e  l o o k i n g  b a c k ­
w a rd  an d  t o  c h a n n e l  t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  p o w e rs  to w a rd  t h e  f u t u r e .
The i n f l u e n c e  o f  P a g e ' s  f a m i l y  i n  f o s t e r i n g  s u c h  a n  a t t i t u d e  
i s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  an d  o n e  i s  w i s e  t o  f o l l o w  P a g e ' s  a d v i c e  t h a t  " i f  you  
w i s h  t o  g e t  t h e  k e y  t o  my s t o r y  . . .  i t  b e g i n s  w i t h  a  g r a n d f a t h e r . ”®
H i s  g r a n d f a t h e r  A n d e r s o n  P ag e  w as b o r n  i n  1 7 9 0 ,  g rew  up  a n d  d i d  h i s  
" f o r m a t i v e  t h i n k i n g  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  W a s h in g to n ,  J e f f e r s o n ,  J o h n  
M a r s h a l l ,  an d  H e n ry  Cl a y . " I n  A n d e r s o n ' s  m in d ,  t h e  e v e n t s  f ro m  1830
t o  1865 w e re  m e r e l y  a  b ad  d r e a m - - t h e  p e r v e r s i o n  o f  a  g r e a t  S o u t h e r n
^ W a l te r  H in e s  P a g e ,  " S tu d y  o f  a n  O ld  S o u t h e r n  B o r o u g h , ”
A t l a n t i c  M o n t h l y , XLVII (May, 1 8 8 1 ) ,  1 7 .
^ R ic h a r d  M W e av e r ,  The S o u t h e r n  T r a d i t i o n  a t  B ay :  A H i s t o r y  o f
P o s t - B e l l u m  T h o u g h t  (New Y o rk :  A r l i n g t o n  H o u s e ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  37 0 .
® W alter  H in e s  P a g e ,  The S o u t h e r n e r ;  An A u t o b i o g r a p h y  o f  N i c h o l a s  
W o r th  (New Y o rk :  D o u b le d a y ,  P a g e  & Company, 1 9 0 9 ) ,  p .  24 .
^ B u r to n  J .  H e n d r i c k ,  The T r a i n i n g  o f  a n  A m e r ic a n :  The E a r l i e r
L i f e  an d  L e t t e r s  o f  W a l t e r  H. P a g e ,  1 8 5 5 -1 9 1 3  ( B o s t o n :  H o u g h to n
M i f f l i n  Company, 1 9 2 8 ) ,  p .  2 .
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i d e a l ;  t r u e  S o u t h e r n  p r o g r e s s  c o n s i s t e d  i n  s e t t i n g  b a c k  t h e  c l o c k  
a n d  r e e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  r u l e d  i t  i n  h i s  y o u t h  an d  man­
h o o d . " 1 0  The " l i t t l e  g r a n d f a t h e r "  f e l t  no  b i t t e r n e s s  to w a r d  t h e  N o r th  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  w a r  and  a d m o n ish e d  W a l t e r  t o  " s e r v e  ( h i s )  c o u n t r y , " H  
m e a n in g  t h e  e n t i r e  c o u n t r y .  T h i s  g e n t l e m a n  s y m b o l iz e d  t h e  t r u e  
v a l u e s  o f  t h e  O ld  S o u th  t o  P a g e .
W a l t e r ' s  f a t h e r  F r a n k  P a g e  w as  a l s o  a  " u n i o n  m a n . "  P r i o r  t o
t h e  w a r  h i s  home was a n  " o p e n  f o r u m ,  i n  w h ic h  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s e n t i m e n t
a n d  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  w e re  t h e  w a tc h w o rd s .  T h e s e  
d i s c u s s i o n s  becam e t h e  e a r l i e s t  o f  P a g e ' s  m e m o r i e s . "1 2  F r a n k  P a g e  
d e c l i n e d  t o  s e r v e  i n  t h e  arm y b u t  o f f e r e d  h i s  lu m b e r  m i l l  i n  s e r v i c e  t o
t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y .  Young "W at"  h a d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a w are  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  and
m a g n i t u d e  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  d e c i s i o n  f o r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  w a r ,  a s  a  s c h o o l ­
b o y ,  h e  w as  h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  i t .  As h e  r e c a l l e d ,  "my f a t h e r  w as  a 
M e t h o d i s t - - t h a t  was b a d  e n o u g h ;  b u t  h e  h a d  no m i l i t a r y  r a n k  a t  a l l .  I f  
i t  h a d  becom e known among t h e  b o y s  t h a t  h e  had  b e e n  a  'U n i o n '  m a n - - I  
u s e d  t o  s h u d d e r  a t  t h e  s u s p i c i o n  i n  w h ic h  I  s h o u ld  b e  h e l d . " 1 3
P a g e  was t e n  y e a r s  o l d  w hen  t h e  l a s t  C o n f e d e r a t e  arm y s u r r e n ­
d e r e d  n e a r  Durham, N o r th  C a r o l i n a ,  f i f t e e n  m i l e s  f ro m  h i s  home. H is  
memory o f  t h e  w ar y e a r s  was l i m i t e d  t o  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  m y s t e r i o u s  
l ^ H e n d r i c k ,  p .  30 ,
H e n d r i c k ,  p .  34 .
^ ^ H e n d r i c k ,  p .  10 .
13Edd W i n f i e l d  P a r k s ,  S e g m e n ts  o f  S o u th e r n  T h o u g h t  ( A t h e n s :
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G e o r g ia  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  p .  275.
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" f r o n t '*  w i t h  h i s  b l a c k  co m p an io n  Sam, o f  s o l d i e r s  d r i l l i n g  a t  t h e  s t a t e  
c a p i t a l ,  o f  n e i g h b o r s  s e n d i n g  c a k e s  and  c o o k i e s  t o  t h e i r  b o y s  on t h e  
b a t t l e f i e l d ,  o f  s a d  g a t h e r i n g s  a t  t h e  d e p o t  t o  m e e t  t h e  t r a i n  when one  
w as  c a r r i e d  home, o f  e n d l e s s  l i n e s  o f  Y a n k ees  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  J o e  
W h e e l e r ' s  c a v a l r y ,  and  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  who com m andeered  t h e  P ag e  
h o m e.
As a  S o u t h e r n e r  who g rew  t o  manhood d u r i n g  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  P ag e  
w as aw are  t h a t  t h e  w ar was t h e  " e x p e r i e n c e  by  w h ic h  a l l  o t h e r  e x p e r i ­
e n c e s  c o u l d  b e  e v a l u a t e d . "15  and  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  encam pm en ts  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  C o n f e d e r a t e  V e te r a n s  a s  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  " t h e  m in d s  
o f  m o s t  S o u t h e r n  s o l d i e r s  h a d  b e e n  s to p p e d  b y  t h e  w a r  a s  a  c l o c k  i s  
s t o p p e d  b y  a n  e a r t h q u a k e . "16  W h i le  h e  " o p p o se d  t h e  c o n f e d e r a t e  m ind 
. . .  he  u n d e r s t o o d  i t ,  and  t h a t  m eans h e  knew t h e  p r o c e s s  b y  w h ic h  i t  
h a d  come t o  b e . " l ^  A l th o u g h  h e  d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  
w h ic h  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e s  had  f o u g h t ,  he  a d m ire d  t h e i r  c o u r a g e  and  
t h o u g h t  t h e  p o e t r y  o f  H en ry  T im rod p o r t r a y e d  " t h e i r  s p i r i t  i n  w a r t im e  
m o re  t r u l y  t h a n  e l a b o r a t e  h i s t o r i e s  . . . and  a l l  t h e  so n g s  t h e  w ar 
i n s p i r e d . "1 8  H o w ev er , h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  r e a l  p r o g r e s s  c o u ld  o n l y  b e  
m ade when t h e  p e o p l e  w o u ld  come t o  r e g a r d  " t h e  f o u r  d r e a d f u l  y e a r s  o f
^ ^ B u r to n  J .  H e n d r i c k ,  The L i f e  an d  L e t t e r s  o f  W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e , 
I  (G a rd e n  C i t y ,  New Y o rk :  D o u b le d a y ,  P a g e  & Company, 1 9 2 2 ) ,  p p .  1 - 1 1 .
^ ^ e a v e r .  The S o u t h e r n  T r a d i t i o n  a t  B a y , p .  36 9 .
^ ^W eav er ,  p .  350 .
l^Weaver, p. 372.
I n c l e m e n t  E a t o n ,  The W aning o f  t h e  Old S o u t h  C i v i l i z a t i o n :  
1 8 6 0 -1 8 8 0 * s ( A th e n s :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G e o r g i a  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 0 ) ,  p .  9 8 .
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t h e  C i v i l  War a s  a  c l o s e d  c h a p t e r  o f  a n  u n h a p p y  an d  m i s t a k e n  h i s t o r y
an d  i n  h a s t e n i n g  t h e  d a y  when t h e  S o u th  s h o u l d  re s u m e  i t s  p l a c e  a s  a
l i v i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  A m e r ic a n  d e m o c r a c y . "1 9
As a  s p e a k e r  an d  " t h r o u g h  h i s  own a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c
M o n th ly  an d  t h e  W o r l d ' s  Work and  th r o u g h  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  h e  i n s p i r e d  
f ro m  o t h e r s ,  P ag e  c o n d u c te d  a  s t r e n u o u s  and  b r i l l i a n t  a g i t a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  l i b e r a l  c a u s e . "2 0  An a d d i t i o n a l  c h a n n e l  t h r o u g h  w h ic h  h e  h oped  t o  
co m m u n ica te  w as  h i s  b o o k s  The S o u t h e r n e r  an d  The R e b u i l d i n g  o f  O ld 
C om m onw ealth s .
From h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  J e f f e r s o n ,  P ag e  d e v e lo p e d  " h i s  
c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  e x p e r i m e n t  and  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  p a r t  p l a y e d  
i n  i t  by  t h e  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s . "2 1  I n  The S o u t h e r n e r ;  An A u t o b io g r a p h y  
o f  N i c h o l a s  W o r th , w i t h  i t s  f u t i l e  a t t e m p t  a t  a n o n y m ity  by  t h e  a u t h o r ,  
he  s o u g h t  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  " t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  h i s t o r y ,  w i t h  t h e  w ar a s  a  
m e re  i n t e r l u d e ,  a  n i g h t m a r e — an d  t h e  l i n k i n g  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  an d  o f  t h e  
f u t u r e  t o  t h e  a n t e b e l l u m  p a s t . ” 22 The n o v e l  i s  f r a n k  i n  t e l l i n g  t h e  
s t o r y  o f  W o r th  an d  h i s  a t t e m p t s  t o  c o n v in c e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  
o f  good p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  and  t h e  p r o p e r  t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  men an d  women, 
b l a c k  and  w h i t e .  P a g e  was f r u s t r a t e d  by  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t o o  few 
S o u t h e r n e r s  w o u ld  r e a d  h i s  n o v e l  and  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  he  h ad  hoped  t o
a c c o m p l i s h .  I f  r e a d ,  h e  was c e r t a i n  t h e  boo k  w o u ld  be  a  good d o s e  o f
IQH e n d r i c k ,  L i f e  an d  L e t t e r s , p p .  4 3 - 4 .
^^D onald  D a v id s o n ,  The A t t a c k  on L e v i a t h o n  (C h a p e l  H i l l :  The
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1938) p .  277 .
^ I h e n d r i c k ,  The T r a i n i n g  o f  an  A m e r ic a n , p p .  1 1 0 -1 1 .
^^WHP t o  R o b e r t  O gden , J u n e  26 , 1 9 1 0 ,  P ag e  MSS.
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o f  m e d i c i n e  f o r  " a n y  hookwormed m in d .
V i r g i n i u s  D abney a p p la u d e d  The S o u t h e r n e r  a s  a  " c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  
t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  l i b e r a l  t h i n k i n g  b e lo w  M ason an d  D i x o n ' s  l i n e . " ^ ^  
R i c h a r d  W eaver c o n s i d e r e d  th e  v o lu m e  " a  c o m p le t e  c o u r s e  i n  t h e  s o c i o l ­
ogy  o f  t h e  S o u t h . "25  D o n a ld  D a v id s o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  l a b e l e d  th e  w o rk  a  
" p r o p a g a n d a  n o v e l "  i n  w h ic h  t h e  a u t h o r  t r i e d  t o  show t h e  b a c k w a rd n e s s  
o f  t h e  S o u th  i n  c r u e l  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  N o r t h . 26 i n  h i s  t h e s i s  d i r e c t e d  
b y  D a v id s o n ,  G e o rg e  B o s w e l l  made t h e  u n d e r s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  The 
S o u t h e r n e r  b r o u g h t  " c o n s i d e r a b l e  j u s t i f i a b l e  d e n u n c i a t i o n  u p o n  i t s  
a u t h o r , "27 an d  one  s o u t h e r n  r e v i e w e r  w r o t e  t h a t  " w h i l e  t h e  a u t h o r  
c l a i m s  i t  i s  a  n o v e l  i t  i s  r e a l l y  an  e n d i c t m e n t  o f  a  w h o le  p e o p l e . "28
The R e b u i l d i n g  o f  O ld Commonwealths p r o v i d e d  t h e  m ore d i r e c t  
comment on t h e  New S o u th .  Composed o f  a n  e s s a y  e n t i t l e d  "T he R e b u i l d ­
i n g  o f  Old Com m onw ealths"  and  t h e  t e x t s  o f  two s p e e c h e s  "The F o r g o t t e n  
Man" and  "T he  S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  T ow n,"  t h e  w o rk  was p u b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  
a u t h o r ' s  e x p e n s e  " t o  g i v e  away t o  an y b o d y  who w i l l  r e a d  i t . "29 
Ẑ Ibid.
2‘̂ V irg in iu s Dabney, L ib era lism  in  th e  South (Chapel H i l l :  The
U n iv e r s ity  o f  North C arolin a  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 2 ) ,  p. 2 3 6 .
2 5 w e a v e r ,  The S o u th e r n  T r a d i t i o n  a t  B a y , p .  272 .
26D a v id s o n ,  The A t t a c k  on L e v i a t h o n , p .  276 .
2^0eorge W orley B o sw e ll, "W alter H in es Page as a Southerner"  
(M a ster 's  t h e s i s ,  V an d erb ilt U n iv e r s ity ,  1 9 4 0 ) ,  p. 3 2 .
2®Mrs. L. H. H a r r i s ,  "A S o u t h e r n e r ' s  View o f  The S o u t h e r n e r , "  
I n d e p e n d e n t , CXVII ( 1 9 0 9 ) ,  1090 .
^^WHP t o  W a l l a c e  B u t t r i c k ,  A p r i l  1 1 ,  1 9 0 2 ,  P ag e  MSS.
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The them e o f  t h e  vo lum e i s  P a g e ' s  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  i n d u s t r y  an d  e d u c a t i o n  
t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  a  new o r d e r .  R o b e r t  O gden, i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  b o o k ,  
o r d e r e d  f i f t y  c o p i e s  t o  b e  s e n t  t o  f r i e n d s .  He p r a i s e d  P a g e  f o r  h i s  
" w i d e - r e a c h i n g  p o w er  and  u s e f u l n e s s  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n  c a u s e , "  
an d  f o r  " f u r n i s h i n g  a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b r a i n  pow er f o r  t h e  
c a m p a i g n . "3 0  R i c h a r d  W eaver  j u d g e d  The R e b u i l d i n g  o f  O ld  Common­
w e a l t h s  " a  p i e c e  o f  c r u s a d i n g  j o u r n a l i s m  . . . a l m o s t  b ey o n d  p r a i s e . "3 1  
C r i t i c a l  r e s p o n s e  t o  The R e b u i l d i n g  o f  O ld  Com monw ealths i n  t h e  
S o u th  w as g e n e r a l l y  p o s i t i v e .  The B a l t i m o r e  Sun l i k e n e d  t h e  b o o k  t o  
n a s t y  m e d i c i n e  " t a k e n  u n d e r  c o m p u l s io n  f o r  o u r  h e a l t h ' s  s a k e , "  b u t  
d e c l a r e d  i t s e l f  t o  b e  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  t h e s e s  o f  t h e  a u t h o r . 32 The 
C h a r l o t t e  D a i l y  O b s e r v e r  p r i n t e d  t h a t  few  w o u ld  d e n y  t h a t  t h e  w o rk  w as 
" c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  a  l o v e  f o r  o u r  p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e  o n e  p u r p o s e  t o  a i d  u s  
i n  t h e  u p b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  S o u t h . "3 3  The R a l e i g h  C h r o n i c l e  s i m p ly  
d e c l a r e d  t h a t  "B eyond  q u e s t i o n  h e  (P a g e )  i s  r i g h t . "3 4
S o u t h e r n  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e s e  two b o o k s  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  
g e n e r a l  c r i t i c i s m  o f  P ag e  a s  a  l i b e r a l .  I n  h i s  e f f o r t  t o  h e l p  t h e  
S o u th  e n t e r  a  new a g e  P a g e  s t a r t l e d  an d  o f f e n d e d  m any. As W a l t e r  
S a v a g e  o b s e r v e d ,  "Any c r i t i c i s m ,  e v e n  an y  f a c t u a l  d e r o g a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  
e n s h r i n e d  c o n c e p t s  came t o  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  b la s p h e m y .  E v en  s u c h  g e n t l e  
an d  c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c s  a s  W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  d e s p i t e  h i s  o b v i o u s
3 0 R o b e r t  Ogden t o  WHP, May 7 ,  1 9 0 2 ,  P ag e  MSS.
^^W eav er ,  The S o u t h e r n  T r a d i t i o n  a t  B a y , p .  37 0 .
^ ^ B a l t i m o r e  S u n , A u g u s t  2 1 ,  1902 .
^ ^ D a i l y  O b s e r v e r  ( C h a r l o t t e ) ,  M arch  8 ,  1903 .
^ ^ S t a t e  C h r o n i c l e  ( R a l e i g h ) ,  n d . , P ag e  MSS.
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l i f e - l o n g  d e v o t i o n  t o  h i s  n a t i v e  s e c t i o n ,  w e re  w i d e l y  r e g a r d e d  a s  
b l a s p h e m e r s  an d  a p o s t a t e s  a n d  a l l  b u t  d r i v e n  f r o m  t h e  f i e l d . "35
P ag e  h e l d  a  s i n c e r e  p r i d e  i n  h i s  s o u t h e r n  h e r i t a g e .  W h i le  
m a k in g  no c l a i m s  o f  s u p e r i o r i t y  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e ,  h e  b e l i e v e d  s o u t h e r n e r s  
w e r e  u n i q u e  among t h e i r  c o u n t ry m e n .  S p e a k in g  b e f o r e  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C lub  
a t  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  P a g e  " s a i d  t h a t  one  n o t a b l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  
t h e  S o u t h e r n  man w as h i s  s t o r e  o f  s t r e n g t h . "36  P r a i s i n g  t h e  S o u th ­
e r n e r ' s  p r i d e  i n  h i s  home s t a t e  w h ic h  " b e i n g  now f o r e v e r  made h a r m l e s s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  U n i o n , "  a s  " a  f i n e  o l d  v i r t u e , " 3 /  t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  
l a u d e d  h i s  p a t r i o t i c  h e r i t a g e  a s  a n  A m e r ic a n .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  " t i m e  
o f  W a s h in g to n ,  o f  J e f f e r s o n ,  o f  M a r s h a l l "  and  t h e i r  s o u t h e r n  c o n te m ­
p o r a r i e s  a s  t h e  a g e  b e s t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  O ld  S o u t h ,  h e  
i n s i s t e d  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p e o p l e  h ad  n o t  l o s t  t h e i r  " a m b i t i o n  f o r  t h e s e  
S t a t e s  . . .  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  U n i o n . "  P r o p h e s y i n g  t h a t  a  t im e  w as com­
i n g  w hen "new p r o b l e m s "  t h a t  "n o  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  m et y e t "  w o u ld  p r e s s  
u p o n  " o u r  n a t i o n a l  l i f e , "  h e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  "men 
o f  t h e  S o u th "  w as n e e d e d . 38
P ag e  a d h e r e d  t o  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  S o u t h  s h o u l d  be  l e f t  t o  
s o l v e  i t s  own p r o b le m s  an d  b r i s t l e d  w hen o u t s i d e r s  a n n o u n c e d  t h e i r  
c o n s i d e r e d  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  r a c e  p r o b le m .  L i k e w i s e  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
p r o g r e s s  w as b e i n g  made w h e re  t h e  " f a n a t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  m i s s i o n a r i e s
3 3 g e n ry  S a v a g e ,  J r . , S e e d s  o f  T im e: The B a c k g ro u n d  o f  S o u t h e r n
T h i n k i n g  (New Y o rk :  H e n ry  H o l t  & Company, 1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  198 .
3&New Y o rk  T im e s , November 1 9 ,  1903 .
^ ^ U n i d e n t i f i e d  n e w sp a p e r  a r t i c l e .  May 5 ,  1 8 8 3 ,  P ag e  MSS.
3& W alter H in e s  P a g e ,  "The S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n  P r o b l e m ,"
T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e v ie w ,  V II  ( O c t o b e r ,  1 8 8 1 ) ,  31 4 .
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f ro m  t h e  N o r t h  h ad  f a i l e d  b e c a u s e  S o u t h e r n  e d u c a t o r s  u n d e r s t o o d  " t h e  
p r o b le m  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y o n e  e l s e . "39
P ag e  u r g e d  S o u t h e r n e r s  t o  d ra w  up o n  t h e  b e s t  v i r t u e s  o f  t h e i r  
h e r i t a g e  t o  m e e t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  e a c h  d a y  i n  b u i l d i n g  t h e  New S o u th .
E d u c a t i o n  and  t h e  New S o u th  
I n  h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  and  u l t i m a t e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  
New S o u th  P ag e  w as e s s e n t i a l l y  J e f f e r s o n i a n .  From h i s  r e a d i n g  and  c o n ­
t e m p l a t i o n  o f  R a n d a l l ’ s L i f e  o f  J e f f e r s o n  (D e rb y  and  J a c k s o n ,  1858) he 
em b ra ced  J e f f e r s o n ’ s b e l i e f  i n  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  As he  
i n t e r p r e t e d  i t ,  "T he  w h o le  p u r p o s e  o f  J e f f e r s o n ’ s  c a r e e r  and  t e a c h i n g s  
. . . w as t o  f r e e  t h e  a v e r a g e  man and  woman fro m  t h e  t r a m m e ls  t h e  c e n ­
t u r i e s  had, l a i d  u p o n  t h e m . "40  To a c h i e v e  t h i s  g o a l  J e f f e r s o n  s t r e s s e d  
t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  and  t h e  p r e a m b le  o f  h i s  p r o p o s e d  
e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  ’ g r e a t e r  n u m b e r ’ t o o  i n d i g e n t  t o  so  
e d u c a t e  t h e m s e l v e s . "41 P ag e  r e g a r d e d  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  S o u th  t o  
a d o p t  t h e s e  i d e a l s  " a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d i s a s t r o u s  a p o s t a s i e s  o f  
h i s t o r y . "42
E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  a n t e b e l l u m  S o u th  r e f l e c t e d  a n  a r i s t o c r a t i c  
c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  w h ic h  c a r r i e d  o v e r  i n t o  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  w a r .  
"The d o m in a n t  i d e a  o f  e d u c a t i o n  w as t h a t  i t  was a  l u x u r y  f o r  t h e  r i c h ,  
o r  a  p r i v i l e g e  o f  t h e  w e l l - b o r n - - i f  a  n e c e s s i t y  a t  a l l ,  a  n e c e s s i t y
^ ^ W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  The T r a i n i n g  o f  a n  A m e r ic a n , p .  113.
The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e v ie w , V I I  ( O c t o b e r ,  1 8 8 1 ) ,  314 .
^ ^ H e n d r i c k ,  The T r a i n i n g  o f  a n  A m e r ic a n , p .  113.
^ l y e n r y  S . R a n d a l l ,  The L i f e  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  I  (New Y o rk :  
D erby  & J a c k s o n ,  1 8 5 8 ) ,  p p .  2 2 3 -2 4 .
^ ^ P a g e  n o t e b o o k .  P age  MSS.
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o n l y  f o r  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s . " ^ 3  i m p l i e d  w as  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  " i t  i s  o f  no 
u s e  t o  t r a i n  a n y  b u t  t h o s e  who a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  l e a d e r s . "4 4  E d u c a ­
t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  m a s s e s  w e re  t h u s  l i m i t e d  and  c o n s i d e r e d  a  
b u r d e n  by  t h o s e  who b e l i e v e d  "God made some men u s e f u l  and  t h a t  He made 
o t h e r s  w o r t h l e s s  and  t h a t  we c a n ’ t  do  much t o  c h a n g e  t h e  A l m i g h t y ' s  
h a n d i w o r k . "45  T h i s  e l i t i s t  c o n c e p t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  c l a s s  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y .  The common man a c c e p t e d  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  
e d u c a t i o n  w as n o t  m e a n t  f o r  h im  o r  h i s  c h i l d r e n .  S u ch  a c q u i e s e n c e  l e a d  
t o  a n  i n d i f f e r e n c e  w h ic h  p e r p e t u a t e d  i g n o r a n c e .  P ag e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h i s  
t r a g i c  f o r  " t h e  i g n o r a n c e  o f  one  g e n e r a t i o n  c a u s e s  a  more s t o l i d  
i g n o r a n c e  i n  t h e  n e x t ;  and  w hen im p r o p e r  m e th o d s  a c q u i r e  a n  h e r e d i t a r y  
s a n c t i o n ,  a  c h a n g e  m eans a  r e v o l u t i o n . "46
Many s o u t h e r n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  p e r s o n i f i e d  t h e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  c o n c e p t  
o f  e d u c a t i o n .  " T h e s e  s c h o o l s  w e re  o f t e n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  a  so  p u r e l y  
s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  g e n t l e m e n  u s u a l l y  s e l e c t e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  f o r  h i s  
s o n  w h ic h  seem ed t o  a f f o r d  t h e  m o s t  a r i s t o c r a t i c  a s s o c i a t i o n s . "47 The 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  e p i to m e  o f  t h i s  p h i l o s o p h y .
When Edw ard A ld e rm a n  a g r e e d  t o  become p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  h e  
a s k e d  P ag e  t o  d e l i v e r  a n  a d d r e s s  a t  h i s  i n a u g u r a t i o n .  I n j u r e d  i n  a  
s t r e e t c a r  a c c i d e n t ,  P ag e  was u n a b l e  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  c e r e m o n ie s  i n  
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  was f o r t u n a t e  f o r  A ld e rm a n ,  f o r  t h e
^ ^ W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  "The F o r g o t t e n  M a n ,"  P ag e  MSS.
^ ^ W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  " D e m o c ra t ic  E d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  M a s s e s , "
P a g e  MSS.
^ ^ a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  "The Man B e h in d  t h e  P l o w ,"  P ag e  MSS.
4 6 p a g e ,  "T he  S o u th e r n  E d u c a t i o n a l  P r o b l e m ,"  309 .
4 7 p a g e ,  "T he  S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n  P r o b l e m ,"  31 2 .
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N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  b r u t a l l y  a p p r a i s e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  c a r r y  
o u t  t h e  " g r e a t  p l a n  l a i d  down b y  J e f f e r s o n  w hen h e  fo u n d e d  i t . "48  
S t a t e  f u n d i n g  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  was i n a d e q u a t e ,  an d  P age  n o t e d  t h a t  
" t h e r e  was many a  l i t t l e  o n e - h o r s e  c o l l e g e  i n  t h e  W e s t  t h a t  h a s  a  
l a r g e r  endowment and  a  more l i b e r a l  e q u i p m e n t . "  He c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  
" w h i l e  good a c a d e m ic  w o rk  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  d o n e ,  and  i n  some d e p a r t m e n t s  
u n u s u a l l y  g ood  a c a d e m ic  w o rk ,  t h e  r e s u l t  h a s  b e e n  c h a o t i c  r a t h e r  t h a n  
c o n c e n t r a t e d .  M ea su red  by any  p r o p e r  s t a n d a r d ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  n o t  
r e a l l y  t h e  g r e a t  s c h o o l  t h a t  S o u t h e r n  p e o p l e  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  i s . "  He 
a l s o  d i s c o u r a g e d  a t t e m p t s  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  by  
l i s t i n g  t h e  a c c o m p l is h m e n t s  o f  i t s  g r a d u a t e s .  The s c h o o l  h ad  f a i l e d  
t o  p r o d u c e  a n y  s c h o l a r s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  m e r i t ,  an d  " t h e  a lu m n i  a r e  
n a t u r a l l y  among t h e  m o s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  men i n  a l l  t h e  S o u th e r n  S t a t e s .  
B u t  many o f  th em  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i f  t h e y  had  n e v e r  s e e n  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  f o r  t h e y  a r e  t h e  p i c k e d  men o f  t h e  S o u th e r n  f a m i l i e s . "
D e s p i t e  i t s  f a i l u r e  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  a c a d e m ic  e x c e l l e n c e  t h a t  
J e f f e r s o n  h a d  e n v i s i o n e d .  P ag e  s t r e s s e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ’ s p o w e r f u l  
i n f l u e n c e  o n  s o u t h e r n  l i f e .  He o f f e r e d  no  p r a i s e  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  
a c h i e v e m e n t s  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y ,  l a b e l i n g  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  " t h e  m o s t  
s t a r t l i n g  a n a c h r o n i s m  e v e r  i n  S o u t h e r n  l i f e  . . .  i t  p r o d u c e s  a  s t a t e  
o f  m in d :  i t  h a s  much t o  d o ,  t o  p u t  i t  p l a i n l y ,  w i t h  t h e  s t a g n a t i o n  o f
S o u t h e r n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e . "
^ ^ a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  " A d d r e s s  a t  t h e  I n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  P r e s i d e n t  
A l d e r m a n ,”  P ag e  MSS.
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P a g e  w as e q u a l l y  d i s p l e a s e d  w i t h  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o ­
m o te  e d u c a t i o n .  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  B a p t i s t s ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  n e v e r  o p p o s e d  
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  " i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  make t h e  
s c h o o l h o u s e  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  c h u r c h - h o u s e ,  t h e y  o p p o sed  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  v o l u n t a r y  p r i n c i p l e  i n  e d u c a t i o n . "4 9  A l th o u g h  
h e  ac k n o w le d g e d  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  and  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  s o c i e t y .  P ag e  
a r g u e d  t h a t  s u c h  s c h o o l s  w e re  s t i l l  " c l a s s  i n s t i t u t i o n s "  d e s i g n e d  t o  
s e r v e  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t  and  f a i l e d  t o  make a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p a c t  u p o n  
t h e  p e o p l e .
P ag e  w as c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ’ s p r o p e n s i t y  f o r  n a r r o w  t h e o ­
l o g i c a l  an d  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  a r g u m e n t s  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  l a c k  o f  b o t h  
s o c i a l  c o n c e r n  an d  a c a d e m ic  f r e e d o m .  He w as  d i s a p p o i n t e d  i n  t h e  
c h u r c h ,  w h i c h ,  l i k e  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  p r e f e r r e d  t o  " a c c e p t  t r a d i t i o n  
a n d  t o  r e p e a t  r e s p e c t e d  f o r m u l a s . " 5 0  E x p r e s s i n g  h i s  d i s m a y  i n  a  l e t t e r  
t o  R o b e r t  O gden , h e  w r o t e :  " I  d o u b t  i f  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  w eek  i n
tw e n t y  y e a r s  b u t  some S o u t h e r n  man h a s  t o l d  me o r  w r i t t e n  t o  me o f  h i s  
s u f f o c a t i o n - - h i s  l o n g i n g  f o r  f r e s h  a i r ;  an d  t h e i r  t r o u b l e s  h a v e  come 
o f t e n e r  f ro m  c h u r c h  p a r t i e s  t h a n  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s . "51  I n  h i s  p r i v a t e  
p a p e r s  he  n o t e d :
4 9 p a v i d  S m i l e y ,  " E d u c a t i o n a l  A t t i t u d e s  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  
B a p t i s t s , "  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  H i s t o r i c a l  R e v ie w , XXV ( J u l y ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  316 .
5 0 p a g e ,  The S o u t h e r n e r , p .  17.
^IwHP t o  R o b e r t  O dgen , D ecem ber 1 7 ,  1 9 0 3 ,  P ag e  MSS.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
4 3
The c h u r c h e s  a r e  become t h e  r e s e r v o i r s  o f  a  n a r ro w  g e n e r a ­
t i o n  t h a t  s u p p r e s s e s  t h e  su n n y  c h e e r f u l n e s s  o f  a  l i g h t ­
h e a r t e d  p e o p l e  an d  s e t s  a  l i m i t  t o  t h e i r  d e v e lo p m e n t .
T h e r e  i s  a  member o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  
one  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  S t a t e s  who k e e p s  s u c h  ( a n )  . . . 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  t o n i c  a s  M a t th e w  A r n o ld  u n d e r  l o c k  an d  k e y  
l e s t  h e  b e  a c c u s e d  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e b a u c h e r y  t h a t  w o u ld  
d i s c r e d i t  h im  w i t h  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e - - w h i c h  
h a s  s o m e th in g  t o  do w i t h  h i s  t e n u r e . 52
As a  k e y  f i g u r e  on t h e  S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n  B o a rd ,  P ag e  i n s i s t e d  
t h a t  B o a rd  m em bers s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  s t r o n g  t i e s  t o  any  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n ­
i z a t i o n  o r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  H is  s e n t i m e n t s  a l o n g  t h i s  l i n e  w e re  
e x p r e s s e d  i n  h i s  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  B o a rd  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  
o f  a  M e t h o d i s t  u n i v e r s i t y ;
(E d g a r  G a r d n e r )  M urphy , I  am s o r r y  t o  s a y ,  c a l l s  t h i s  v ie w  
' t h e  f i r s t  c a s e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  i n t o l e r a n c e  t h a t  h a s  shown 
i t s e l f  i n  o u r  B o a r d . ' B u t  i t  h a s  ( a s  I  s e e  i t )  n o t h i n g  
t o  d o  w i t h  r e l i g i o n ,  n o r  w i t h  t o l e r a n c e .  I  am t a l k i n g  
a b o u t  p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  S o u th — t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y ,  t h e  
R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y ,  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  p a r t y ,  t h e  D a u g h t e r s - o f -  
t h e - C o n f e d e r a c y  p a r t y ,  t h e  B a p t i s t  p a r t y ,  e t c .  Nor am I  
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t o l e r a n c e ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  t o l e r ­
a t e  u s  i f  we p u t  o u r  h e a d s  i n  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  n o o s e .  Some 
b i s h o p  w i l l  som eday p u l l  t h e  r o p e — s u r e .  They h a v e  t a k e n  
b r e a d  o u t  o f  m e n 's  c h i l d r e n ' s  m o u th s  f o r  o p i n i o n ' s  s a k e :  
and  I ,  f o r  o n e ,  am u n w i l l i n g  t o  p u t  t h e  B o a rd  i n  t h e i r  
p o w e r . 53
W ith  r e f e r e n c e  t o  B a p t i s t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s u p p o r t
h i s  p o s i t i o n  b y  p o i n t i n g  o u t :
No n e g r o  i s  welcom e i n  o n e  o f  t h e i r  w h i t e  c h u r c h e s .  Now 
t h i s  i s  a  r e l i g i o n  t h a t  c a n n o t  s t a n d  up b e f o r e  God a n d  man. 
H ence  t h e s e  c h u r c h  p a r t i e s  a r e  ( i n  n e c e s s a r y  d e f e n s e  o f  
t h e i r  p o s i t i o n )  h e s i t a n t  an d  a p o l o g e t i c  e v e n  when n o t  h o s ­
t i l e  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  n e g r o  an d  n e g r o  e d u c a t i o n . 54
5 2 p ag e  n o t e b o o k .  P ag e  MSS.
53whP  t o  R o b e r t  O gden, D ecem ber 1 1 ,  1 9 0 3 ,  P ag e  MSS.
S^ibid .
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The B o s to n  T r a n s c r i p t  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  P a g e ' s  " r e g a r d  f o r  r e l i g i o n  
i s  g e n u i n e  and  r e s p e c t f u l ,  b u t  i t  i s  i m p e r f e c t  i n  i t s  s y m p a t h y . "55  
N o t  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  h e  i n c u r r e d  t h e  w r a t h  o f  many c l e r g y m e n .  P a g e  was 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l  i n  h i s  r e s p o n s e .  He i g n o r e d  t h e i r  r e m a rk s  c h o o s i n g  t o  
" l i v e  and  w ork  f o r  t h i n g s  n o b l e r  t h a n  t h e  p o o r  m i s s i o n  o f  any  s e c t "  
w i t h  " a  p a t i e n t  p i t y  f o r  t h e y  t h a t  t h i n k  t h e y  s e r v e  God by  a b u s i n g  
t h e i r  f e l l o w  m a n ."56
P ag e  saw i n h e r e n t  i n  a  d e m o c ra c y  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  e a c h  
i n d i v i d u a l  t o  d e v e lo p  an d  e n j o y  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  h i s  own a b i l i t y .  As 
s u c h ,  h e  s a i d ,  " t o  t a l k  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n  i n  a  d e m o c r a t i c  c o u n t r y  a s  
m e a n in g  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a n  f r e e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  e v e r y  c h i l d ,  i s  
a  m o c k e r y . "57  " y o u  may t r a i n  a t  t h e  t o p  t o  t h e  v e r y  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  
y o u  c a n ,  b u t  t r a i n i n g  m u s t  go on  a l s o  f ro m  t h e  b o t to m ;  a n d ,  so  l o n g  a s  
a n y  human b e i n g  i s  l e f t  o u t  o f  t h e  schem e o f  p e r f e c t  t r a i n i n g ,  a l l  w i l l  
s u f f e r  some l o s s .  You c a n n o t  know t h a t  t h e  one  l e f t  o u t  m ig h t  n o t  b e  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  l e a d e r  y ou  h a v e  e v e r  h a d . "58  P ag e  r e a s o n e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  
i f  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e  was s u c c e s s f u l  when a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  f o r m a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w e s tw a rd  e x p a n s i o n ,  and  i n d u s t r y ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  
e x t e n d e d  t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  A m e r ic a n  s o c i e t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  r i g h t  
t r a i n i n g  o f  men.
S^B o s to n  T r a n s c r i p t , A p r i l  2 0 ,  1902 .
5 6 H e n d r ic k .  L i f e  an d  L e t t e r s , p p .  8 2 - 3 .
5 ^ W a l te r  H in e s  P a g e ,  "The S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  Town" P a g e  MSS.
5 8 w a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  " D e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y , "  
P ag e  MSS.
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As d i d  o t h e r  New S o u th  sp o k esm en .  P ag e  l a u d e d  t h e  n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s  o f  h i s  s e c t i o n .  Y e t  he  d e c l a r e d  t h e  S o u t h ' s  m o s t  v a l u a b l e  
r e s o u r c e  w as i t s  m an -p o w er .  S t a t e s  i n  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  g e n e r a t e d  
g r e a t e r  p r o f i t  f ro m  l e s s  a t t r a c t i v e  l a n d  f o r  no o t h e r  r e a s o n  t h a n  th e  
e f f i c i e n t  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e i r  p e o p l e .  He c o n c lu d e d  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  a  
s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  end  w as n o t  d e t e r m in e d  b y  i t s  l a n d  b u t  by i t s  men,
" a  b e t t e r  t h i n g  t h a n  t h e  b o u n ty  o f  N a tu r e  i t s e l f . "^9
The r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  p e o p l e .  P age  s t r e s s e d ,  "w ould  come 
p r e t t y  n e a r  t o  e n d in g  a l l  o u r  t r o u b l e s - - t o  r e m o v in g  o u r  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  
e c o n o m ic ,  p o l i t i c a l  and  e t h n o l o g i c a l . "6 0  P u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  w ould  n o t  
b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a  b u r d e n  b y  p e o p l e  who come t o  r e a l i z e  " a l l  w e a l t h  i s  
t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  m an, an d  h e  c r e a t e s  i t  o n l y  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  
t r a i n e d  u s e s  o f  t h e  co m m u n ity ;  a n d ,  t h e  more men we t r a i n ,  t h e  more 
w e a l t h  e v e r y o n e  may c r e a t e . A  s o c i e t y  c o m m it te d  t o  t h i s  i d e a l .
P age  b e l i e v e d ,  w ould  b r i n g  t h e  g r e a t e s t  h a p p i n e s s  and w e l f a r e  t o  t h e  
p e o p l e .
S o c i a l  P r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  New S o u th  
G e o rg e  W in s to n ,  who s e r v e d  a s  p r e s i d e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  and  t h e  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  S t a t e  A&M C o l l e g e ,  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  
P a g e ' s  " b e l i e f  i n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  human a c h ie v e m e n t ,  t h e  s t e a d y  
e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  human s o u l  and i t s  f i n a l  p e r f e c t i o n ,  i s  d e e p l y  r o o t e d
5 9 p a g e ,  "The S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  Tow n,"
GOw aicer H in e s  P a g e ,  "The U n f u l f i l l e d  A m b i t io n  o f  t h e  S o u t h . "
G lp a g e ,  "The S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  T ow n ,"
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i n  h i s  w h o le  n a t u r e . ” 62 C h a r l e s  D abney  n o t e d  t h a t  P ag e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  
A m e r ic a n  d em o cracy  t o  b e  " t h a t  o r d e r  i n  w h ic h  e v e r y  man e v e r y w h e r e ,  o f  
e v e r y  r a c e  o r  l a n d ,  r i c h  o r  p o o r ,  b l a c k  o r  w h i t e ,  w as t o  h a v e  a n  o p p o r ­
t u n i t y  t o  make t h e  m o s t  o f  h i m s e l f ;  an d  t h e  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e  
w as  t o  g i v e  a l l  men a  c h a n c e  t o  c o m p le t e  t h e i r  l i v e s .
A l th o u g h  e n d o r s i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  e a c h  man s h o u ld  h av e  
e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s c o v e r  and d e v e lo p  h i s  own a p t i t u d e s .  Page 
b e l i e v e d  a l l  men w e re  n o t  e q u a l  i n  a b i l i t y .  P u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  a s  
J e f f e r s o n  h ad  r e a s o n e d ,  c o u l d  a c h i e v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  good b y  c u l l i n g  t h e  
n a t u r a l  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  t a l e n t  f ro m  t h e  p e o p l e  an d  e d u c a t i n g  t h e  "many 
i n  a  f a s h i o n  a d a p t e d  ' t o  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n . ' " 6 4  P ag e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h i s  
c o n c e p t  a s  " r i g h t  t r a i n i n g , "  w i t h  p r i m a r y  e m p h a s i s  on  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  common man. He v ie w e d  t h i s  a s  a  
p r a c t i c a l  a p p r o a c h  d e s i g n e d  t o  h e l p  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  who w ere  
i n c a p a b l e  o f  p r o f i t i n g  f ro m  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .
P a g e ' s  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  t h e  n e g r o  seem s i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h i s  
b e l i e f  i n  p r o v i d i n g  a l l  men w i t h  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  d e v e lo p  t h e i r  
t a l e n t s .  As a  p e r s o n  who grew  up among t h e  s o n s  an d  d a u g h t e r s  o f  
fo r m e r  s l a v e s ,  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  n e g r o e s  l i m i t e d  i n  b o t h  p h y s i c a l  and  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  s k i l l s .  Thus o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  b l a c k  men an d  women n ee d  
n o t  e x c e e d  t h e i r  l i m i t e d  a p t i t u d e s .
G Zceorge T. W in s to n  t o  J .  L . J o n e s ,  M arch  5 ,  1 8 8 1 ,  P age  MSS.
^ ^ C h a r l e s  W i l l i a m  D ab n ey ,  U n i v e r s a l  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h , I  
(C h a p e l  H i l l :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 6 ) ,  p .  234 .
^ ^ C h a r l e s  F in n  A rrow ood ( e d . ) ,  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  an d  E d u c a t i o n  
i n  a  R e p u b l i c  (New Y o rk :  M cG raw -H il l  Book Company, I n c . ,  1 9 3 0 ) ,  p .  70 .
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As a  S o u t h e r n e r ,  P ag e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o n  r a c e  h e l d  by  
t h e  w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  an d  t h e i r  f e a r  o f  a  r e t u r n  o f  n e g r o  d o m i n a t io n  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  p e r i o d .  He l a b e l e d  t h i s  f e a r  a  " g h o s t "  
im p e d in g  s o u t h e r n  p r o g r e s s .  I n  The S o u t h e r n e r  h e  d e f i n e d  a  n e g r o  a s  
f o l l o w s :
A p e r s o n  o f  A f r i c a n  b lo o d  (much o r  l i t t l e )  a b o u t  whom men 
o f  E n g l i s h  d e s c e n t  t e l l  o n l y  h a l f  t h e  t r u t h  an d  b e c a u s e  o f  
whom t h e y  d o  n o t  a c t  w i t h  f r a n k n e s s  an d  s a n i t y  e i t h e r  
to w a r d  t h e  N eg ro  o r  t o  one  a n o t h e r - - i n  a  w o rd ,  a b o u t  whom 
t h e y  e a s i l y  l o s e  t h e i r  common s e n s e ,  t h e i r  u s u a l  good 
j u d g e m e n t ,  an d  e v e n  t h e i r  p o w e rs  o f  a c c u r a t e  o b s e r v a t i o n .
The N e g r o - i n - A m e r i c a ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  a  fo rm  o f  i n s a n i t y  
t h a t  o v e r t a k e s  w h i t e  m e n .^5
A l t h o u g h  P ag e  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " e v e r y  man who h a s  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  
a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  i s  e q u a l  t o  e v e r y  o t h e r  m a n ,"  h e  
n e v e r  a s su m e d  o r  a d v o c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r a c e s  w o u ld  e v e r  be  s o c i a l  e q u a l s .  
He e x p r e s s e d  t h i s  o p i n i o n  i n  a  s p e e c h  b y  N i c h o l a s  W o r th  t o  a  g ro u p  o f  
n e g r o e s :
I  t e l l  you  t h e s e  t r u t h s ,  t h e n .  The w h i t e  man i s  n o t  g o i n g  
t o  h a v e  w h a t  i s  c a l l e d  ' s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y *  w i t h  t h e  N eg ro .
The w h i t e  man i s  n o t  g o in g  t o  e a t  w i t h  t h e  N e g ro ;  t h e  
w h i t e  man i s  n o t  g o in g  t o  i n v i t e  t h e  N e g ro  i n t o  h i s  p a r l o u r ;  
t h e  w h i t e  man i s  n o t  g o in g  t o  m a r r y  t h e  N egro  woman. The 
two r a c e s  m u s t  l i v e  s o c i a l l y  a p a r t ,  y e t  s i d e  by  s i d e ,  and  
t h e y  m u s t  w o rk  t o g e t h e r . &&
The p a t h o s  o f  t h e  n e g r o ' s  f i x e d  r o l e  i n  s o u t h e r n  l i f e  was
i l l u s t r a t e d  f o r  P ag e  a t  a  s o c i a l  a f f a i r  i n  New O r l e a n s .  He r e p o r t e d :
We h ad  i c e  c ream  e t c  e t c — t h i s  i s  t h e  l e a s t  s a t i s f y i n g  
e v e n i n g  o f  a l l .  B u t  t h e r e  was o n e  a m u s in g  i n c i d e n t — a  
poem b y  P a u l  D u n b a r ,  t h e  n i g g e r  y o u  know , had  b e e n  s e t
^ ^ P a g e ,  The S o u t h e r n e r , p .  104 .
66 P a g e ,  The S o u t h e r n e r , p .  243.
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t o  m u s ic  b y  a n o t h e r  n i g g e r - - a  New O r l e a n s  c o m p o s e r - - a n d  
t h i s  so n g  w as t h e  h i t  o f  t h e  e v e n i n g — i n  a  com pany o f  
p e o p l e  who d e c l a r e  t h a t  t h e  n e g r o  h a s  no c a p a c i t y .
You know , i t  h a s  a l l  come o v e r  me t h a t  we a r e  d e a l ­
i n g  w i t h  a  c a s e  o f  c a s t e ,  p u r e  a n d  s i m p l e - - ^ ?
P a g e ' s  i n s i g h t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  n e g r o  i n  New O r l e a n s  i s  r e m a r k ­
a b l e  c o n s i d e r i n g  h i s  b a c k g r o u n d ,  t h e  p e r v a s i v e  n a t u r e  o f  w h ic h  p r o b a b l y  
p r o h i b i t e d  h im  f ro m  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  l o g i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  " c a s t e "  an d  
a b i l i t y .  The P a g e  f a m i l y  h a d  owned a  few  s l a v e s  an d  u s u a l l y  r e f e r r e d  
t o  b l a c k  men an d  women a s  " n i g g e r s . "  When e d i t o r  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  
M o n th ly  P age  s h o c k e d  W e n d e l l  P h i l l i p s  G a r r i s o n  b y  a n n o u n c in g ,  " o n e  o f  
y o u r  n i g g e r s  i s  w a i t i n g  o u t s i d e , '  w h e re u p o n  G a r r i s o n  r e b u k e d  h im  s a y ­
i n g ,  'M r.  P a g e ,  I  v e r y  r e g r e t  t h a t  you  s h o u ld  i n s i s t  o n  s p e l l i n g  
'N e g r o '  w i t h  two g ' s . " * 6 8  W r i t i n g  o p t i m i s t i c a l l y  f ro m  h e r  h o s p i t a l  
b e d  P a g e ' s  s i s t e r  Emma a s s u r e d  e v e r y o n e ,  " I  h a v e  a  r e a l  n i g g e r - l i k e  
p r o p e n s i t y  f o r  g e t t i n g  ' r o r e d  u p '  q u i c k . " 8 9  i n  n o t i f y i n g  h i s  b r o t h e r  
t h a t  a l l  was i n  r e a d i n e s s  f o r  a  t h r e e  w eek  cam ping  t r i p  i n  t h e  moun­
t a i n s  o f  w e s t e r n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  H e n ry  P ag e  w r o t e ,  " I  h a v e  f o u r  m u l e s ,  
tw o c o v e r e d  w ag o n s  and  a  h o t e l  n i g g e r  c o o k . "70  On t h a t  t r i p  H e n ry  
e n t e r t a i n e d  w i t h  h i s  r e a d i n g  o f  U n c le  Remus s t o r i e s ,  and  t h e y  a l l  s a n g  
" n i g g e r  s o n g s "  a r o u n d  t h e  c a m p f i r e .
W h i le  h e  d i d  n o t  f o r e s e e  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y  b e tw e e n  t h e  r a c e s .  P age  
w as  o p p o sed  t o  a  " c o l o r  l i n e ” 72 i n  i n d u s t r y  and o b j e c t e d  t o  d i s c r i m i n a -
87whp t o  A l i c e  P a g e ,  M arch  2 ,  1 8 9 9 ,  Page  MSS.
8 8 j o s e p h u s  D a n i e l s ,  T a r  H e e l  E d i t o r  (C h a p e l  H i l l ;  The 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 2 ) ,  p .  25 7 .
^^Emma P ag e  t o  WHP, J u n e  2 6 ,  1 9 0 6 ,  P age  MSS.
7 0 n e n r y  P a g e  t o  WHP, J u n e  1 3 ,  1 9 0 1 ,  P age  MSS.
71whP  t o  A l i c e  P a g e ,  S e p te m b e r  1 8 ,  1901 , P a g e  MSS.
7 ^ U n id en tifie d  newspaper a r t i c l e ,  P age  MSS.
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t i o n  i n  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  h o t e l s ,  and  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  He " c h i d e d  
A ld e rm a n  and  M c lv e r  f o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  h a v e  lu n c h  w i t h  B o o k e r  T.
W a s h in g to n  and  a n o t h e r  n e g r o , " ^ 3  an d  h e  was a lw a y s  amused when h e  
r e c a l l e d  how h e  a s t o n i s h e d  a  c o l o r e d  man who was h e l p i n g  h im  move i n t o  
a  h o u s e  b y  i n v i t i n g  h im  t o  d i n e  a t  t h e  same t a b l e . 74 M r s .  P ag e  was 
a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  f o r  s h e  n e v e r  i n v i t e d  n e g r o e s  i n t o  
t h e i r  home.
P a g e  d i d  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  s a y  t h a t  he  r e g a r d e d  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  
t h e  F i f t e e n t h  Amendment " a s  a  g r a v e  m i s t a k e ,  I  c o n s i d e r  i t  a  much 
g r a v e r  m i s t a k e  t o  r e p e a l  i t  now, e v e n  i f  i t  w e re  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e p e a l  
i t . "7 5  L ik e  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  E d g a r  G a r d n e r  M urphy, A l b e r t  Shaw, and  
R o b e r t  O gden , h e  o p p o s e d  n e g r o  e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  u n t i l  b l a c k s  "w e re  
l i t e r a t e  an d  h ad  a c q u i r e d  h i g h e r  m o r a l  and  c u l t u r a l  s t a n d a r d s . "76  He 
q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  many N o r t h e r n e r s  " t h a t  a  r u d i m e n t a r y  
e d u c a t i o n  w ou ld  a t  o n c e  l i f t  t h e  n e g r o  fro m  a  s e m i - b a r b a r o u s  s t a t e  
i n t o  i n t e l l i g e n t  c i t i z e n s h i p , "  b e l i e v i n g  i n s t e a d  t h a t  " a  g e n e r a t i o n  o r  
tw o o f  f r e e d o m  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h im  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  p r a c t i c a l  m anagem ent 
o f  a f f a i r s  w h ic h  w i l l  make h im  p r u d e n t . "77 P age  t h o u g h t  " S o u t h e r n  
S t a t e s  w h e re  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  away f ro m  t h e  n e g r o  . . . 
w e r e  j u s t i f i e d  i n  l i m i t i n g  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  a l o n g  p r o p e r t y  and  e d u c a t i o n
^ ^ C h a r l e s  G r i e r  S e l l e r s ,  " W a l t e r  H in e s  P ag e  an d  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  t h e  
New S o u t h , "  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  H i s t o r i c a l  R e v ie w , XXIX ( O c t o b e r ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  4 9 0 .
^ ^ U n i d e n t i f i e d  n e w sp a p e r  a r t i c l e .  P ag e  MSS.
^^WHP t o  E d g a r  G a rd n e r  M u rphy , A p r i l  1 5 ,  19 0 0 ,  P ag e  MSS.
^^Hugh C. B a i l e y ,  E d g a r  G a r d n e r  M urphy , G e n t l e  P r o g r e s s i v e  
( C o r a l  G a b le s :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M iami P r e s s ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  4 0 .
7 7 p a g e ,  "T he S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n a l  P r o b l e m ,"  31 5 .
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l i n e s ,  b u t  s a i d  t h e  l i n e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  d ra w n  w h e re  i t  w o u ld  s t r i k e  one 
r a c e  and n o t  t h e  o t h e r . '*78 He hoped  w i t h  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  n e g r o  d o m in a ­
t i o n  e l i m i n a t e d  t h a t  " t h e  w h i t e s  w o u ld  u l t i m a t e l y  b e  d i v i d e d  and  v o t e  
a n d  t h i n k  a s  t h e y  s h o u l d . " 7 9  I n  1899 h e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  i d e a  w i t h  two 
M i s s i s s i p p i a n s ,  a  w h i t e  l a w y e r  and a  n e g r o .  T h ese  men a g r e e d  t h a t  
l e g a l  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  w as  good i n s o f a r  a s  " i t  rem oved  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  
o f  i n t i m i d a t i o n  a n d  c o u n t i n g  o u t ." ^ ®
W ith  r e s p e c t  t o  e d u c a t i o n .  P ag e  c o n c lu d e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  
S o u th  was no l o n g e r  w h e th e r  n e g r o e s  s h o u l d  b e  e d u c a t e d ,  b u t  how? He 
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  n e g r o  c o u l d  b e  e d u c a t e d ,  " b u t  f i t t e d  a s  he  i s  m a in ly  
f o r  m an u a l  l a b o r ,  h e  w i l l  r a r e l y  n ee d  o r  d e s i r e  h i g h e r  t r a i n i n g  t h a n  
c a n  b e  g o t  i n  t h e  m o s t  e l e m e n t a r y  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s . "81  F o l l o w i n g  a  v i s i t  
t o  A t l a n t a ,  h e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w as a  g r e a t  demand f o r  w h i t e  s e r ­
v a n t s  an d  w o r k e r s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  " t h e  
s l o v e n l y  and  u n t r u s t w o r t h y  w ays o f  n e g r o e s . " 8 ^  He r e a s o n e d  t h e  
im p ro v ed  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  n e g r o  w ou ld  r e s u l t  i n  e c o n o m ic  b e n e f i t  t o  b o t h  
b l a c k s  and  w h i t e  a n d  h o p ed  a n  e a s e  i n  r a c i a l  t e n s i o n  w o u ld  n a t u r a l l y  
f o l l o w .
^^S unday  H e r a l d  ( B o s t o n ) ,  M arch  1 5 ,  190 3 .
^^ New Y o rk  T i m e s , November 1 9 ,  190 3 .
®^H/HP t o  A l i c e  P a g e ,  F e b r u a r y  2 6 ,  1 8 9 9 ,  Page MSS.
8 1 p a g e ,  "T he  S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n a l  P r o b l e m ,"  3 1 5 .
®^WHP t o  A l i c e  P a g e ,  F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1 9 0 7 ,  Page MSS.
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I n  s p e a k in g  o f  t h e  n e g r o ' s  e d u c a t i o n .  P age  t r i e d  " n e t  t o  a n t a g ­
o n i z e  i n f l u e n t i a l  S o u t h e r n e r s . "83  The u l t i m a t e  g o a l  o f  g e n e r a t i n g  a  
w elcom e c l i m a t e  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  S o u th  w as to o  g r e a t  t o  
j e o p a r d i z e  by t y i n g  i t  t o o  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  n e g r o .  H i s  a p p r o a c h  p a r a l -  
l e d  t h a t  o f  h i s  f r i e n d  C h a r l e s  D. M c lv e r  who w r o t e :  "We w a n t  t o
d e v e lo p  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e n t i m e n t  o f  t h e  p ie d m o n t  and  w e s t e r n  s e c t i o n  
o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a ,  and  we w o u ld  l i k e  t o  do i t  w i t h o u t  t h e  n eg ro  p r e j u ­
d i c e  b e i n g  th ro w n  i n t o  t h e  a rg u m e n t  a t  t h e  same t i m e . " 8 4
P a g e  p l a c e d  h i s  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  " s t a t e s m e n -  
s c h o o l m a s t e r s  o f  t h e  S o u t h "  t o  b u i l d  up t h e  c h a r a c t e r  and  t a p  t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  " i n e f f i c i e n t  and  i g n o r a n t . "8 5  One o f  t h e  m ost p r o m i ­
n e n t  o f  t h e s e  men was B o o k e r  T. W a s h in g to n .  P ag e  ch am p io n ed  h i s  
e f f o r t s  a t  T u sk e g e e  an d  p e r s u a d e d  t h e  b l a c k  e d u c a t o r  t o  w r i t e  h i s  
a u t o b i o g r a p h y  U£ From S l a v e r y  f o r  D o u b le d a y ,  P age  & Company.
W a s h in g to n  a p p e a l e d  t o  P a g e  a s  a  man who n o t  o n l y  c o u l d  t h i n k  b u t  a l s o  
h ad  t h e  a b i l i t y  an d  c o u r a g e  t o  p u t  h i s  t h o u g h t s  i n t o  a c t i o n .  P ag e  
o b s e r v e d  t h a t  w h i l e  some men "w o u ld  p r a n c e  a n d  c a p e r  an d  c o n s t r u c t  a  
s y s t e m  o f  eco n o m ic  and  s o c i a l  p h i l o s o p h y  . . .  He (W a sh in g to n )  s im p ly  
g o e s  on  w o rk in g  i t  o u t . "86
8 5 B a r b a r a  H u l b e r t  W a ls h ,  "The N egro  an d  h i s  E d u c a t i o n :
P e r s u a s i v e  S t r a t e g i e s  o f  S e l e c t e d  S p e e c h e s  a t  t h e  C o n fe r e n c e  f o r  
E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  1 8 9 8 -1 9 1 4 "  (P h .D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  p .  132.
^ ' ^ i l l i a m  E . K in g ,  " C h a r l e s  M c lv e r  F i g h t s  f o r  t h e  N e g r o ' s  R i g h t  
t o  an  E d u c a t i o n , "  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  H i s t o r i c a l  R e v ie w , XLI ( J u l y ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  
36 8 .
G ^ W alte r  H in e s  P a g e ,  "The O n ly  Way t o  A l l a y  R a c e - F r i c t i o n , "  
W o r l d ' s  W ork , VI ( A u g u s t ,  1 9 0 3 ) ,  3 7 2 0 -2 1 .
8 8 w a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  "B o o k e r  T. W a s h in g t o n , "  P a g e  MSS.
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On h i s  s o u t h e r n  t o u r  o f  1899 P a g e  v i s i t e d  T u s k e g e e  I n s t i t u t e
an d  r e c o r d e d  h i s  i m p r e s s i o n s  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  h i s  w i f e :
(W a s h in g to n )  h e l d  r e s o l u t e l y  t h a t  t h e  r a c e  h a s  n o t  y e t  
r e a c h e d  a  p l a c e  w h e re  t h e  u s u a l  k i n d  o f  e d u c a t i o n  w as t h e  
t h i n g  t h a t  h e  n e e d e d  o r  c o u ld  p r o f i t  b y ,  'T h e  w h o le  b u s i ­
n e s s  w e n t  on f o r  f i f t e e n  o r  tw e n t y  y e a r s  on a  r a d i c a l l y  
w ro n g  b a s i s - - m i s e d u c a t i n g  t h e  n e g r o  f o r  t h e  l i f e  t h a t  
a w a i t e d  h im  a s  so o n  a s  h e  l e f t  s c h o o l .  He c a u g h t  t h e  u s u a l  
w h i t e  m a n 's  e r r o r - - t h a t  an  e d u c a t e d  man o u g h t  n o t  t o  w o rk ,  
c e r t a i n l y  n o t  w i t h  h i s  h a n d s .  T h i s  m i s c o n c e p t i o n  h a s  b e e n  
b ad  en o u g h  f o r  t h e  w h i t e  man; b u t  w hen t h e  n e g r o  o n ce  g o t  
i t  i n t o  h i s  h e a d ,  i t  w o rk ed  h a v o c  w i t h  h im  i n d e e d . '
W a s h in g t o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w e n t  t o  w o rk  t o  t r a i n  b o t h  
h i s  b r a i n s  an d  h i s  h a n d s  and ( t o  a  g r e a t  d e g r e e )  h i s  
b r a i n s  t h r o u g h  h i s  h a n d s .
The r e s u l t  i s  y o u  h a v e  a  c a r p e n t e r ,  a  t a i l o r ,  a  
b r i c k m a s o n ,  e t c .  who i s  ( t o  a  d e g r e e )  a n  e d u c a t e d  man.®^
P a g e  n e v e r  m in im iz e d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  o f  t h e  b l a c k  man i n
r e d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  S o u th .  He d e c l a r e d ,  " I  h a v e  no s e n t i m e n t a l  s t u f f  i n
me a b o u t  t h e  N e g ro ,  b u t  I  h a v e  a  l o t  o f  e c o n o m ic  s t u f f  i n  me a b o u t  t h e
n e c e s s i t y  o f  t r a i n i n g  h i m . "8 8  Adamant i n  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t
t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  n e g r o  w o u ld  b e n e f i t  t h e  S o u th  i n  b o t h  a n  ec o n o m ic  and
s o c i a l  s e n s e ,  h e  i n s i s t e d  w e l l - t r a i n e d  w h i t e  and  b l a c k  men w o u ld  h a v e
l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  a l o n g ,  b u t  " o n e  u n t r a i n e d  w o r t h l e s s  w h i t e
man o r  one  u n t r a i n e d  w o r t h l e s s  n e g r o  may c a u s e  t r o u b l e  t h r o u g h o u t  a
w h o le  c o u n t r y . "89
H ow ever ,  P ag e  r e a l i z e d  i t  w as  n e c e s s a r y  f i r s t  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e
" s o r r y  w h i t e  m an " :
87whP  t o  A l i c e  P a g e ,  M arch  7 ,  1 8 9 9 ,  P ag e  MSS.
®®WHP t o  W i c k l i f f e  R o s e ,  F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  1 9 1 0 ,  P ag e  MSS.
8 9 p a g e ,  "T he U n f u l f i l l e d  A m b i t io n  o f  t h e  S o u t h . "
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h e  i s  t h e  f e l l o w  f o r  whom S o u t h e r n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  
s a c r i f i c e s  i t s e l f .  He m u s t  b e  p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  
N e g r o - - h e n c e  r a c e - f r i c t i o n  an d  t h e  c a s t e  f e e l i n g  . . . 
t h e  w h o le  c i v i l i z a t i o n  t a k e s  i t s  c u e  f ro m  h im  an d  h i s  
h a b i t s .  He i n s i s t s  t h a t  h e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  
b e c a u s e  h e  i s  a  w h i t e  man; h e n c e  h e  i s  a t  o n ce  t h e  w o r s t  
a n d  m o s t  p e r s i s t e n t  p r o d u c t  o f  s l a v e r y - - t h e  s o r r y  S o u t h e r n  
W h i t e  man. The n o n s e n s e  o f  t h e  n e g r o  p r e v e n t s  h im  f ro m  
b e i n g  f r a n k l y  p u t  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  a s  h e  i s  p u t  e l s e w h e r e . 90
A t  t h e  F o u r t h  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th  a t
W i n s t o n - S a l e m ,  N o r th  C a r o l i n a ,  P ag e  a n s w e re d  a  r e p o r t e r  who a s k e d  i f
t h e r e  w as  n o t  a  " n i g g e r  i n  t h e  w o o d p i l e ; "
You w i l l  f i n d  when t h e  w o o d p i l e  i s  t u r n e d  o v e r  n o t  a  
' n i g g e r , '  b u t  a n  u n e d u c a t e d  w h i t e  b o y .  He i s  t h e  f e l l o w  
we a r e  a f t e r .  We w a n t  t o  t r a i n  b o t h  t h e  w h i t e  boy  and  
t h e  b l a c k  b o y ,  b u t  we m u s t  t r a i n  t h e  w h i t e  boy  f i r s t ,  
b e c a u s e  we c a n n o t  d o  a n y t h i n g  f o r  t h e  N eg ro  b o y  u n t i l  
h i s  w h i t e  f r i e n d  i s  c o n v in c e d  o f  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
h i m . 91
I n  1899 P a g e  s e t  o u t  on  a  f a c t - f i n d i n g  t o u r  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
s t a t e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  g a i n  a  f r e s h  i n s i g h t  on t h e  n e g r o .  H i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  
o n  t h e  t r i p  e v o k e d  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  " t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no o t h e r  p ro b le m  so  
i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e s e  e i g h t  S t a t e s  o r  m o re ,  an d  I t  i m p r e s s e d  me a f r e s h  
w i t h  . . . t h e  s a d n e s s  o f  i t  a l l . " 9 2
As a  N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n ,  P a g e  a d h e r e d  t o  t h e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  
S o u t h e r n e r s  s h o u l d  b e  l e f t  t o  s o l v e  t h e i r  own a f f a i r s .  I n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
t h e  r a c e  p r o b le m  h e  s a i d  " o n e  t h i n g  i s  c e r t a i n  . . . t h e  men who u n d e r ­
t a k e  t o  s o l v e  i t  f ro m  a  d i s t a n c e  o r  b y  t h e o r i e s  m u s t  f a i l . " 9 3  i n  h i s  
p r i v a t e  n o t e s  h e  d e v e lo p e d  t h i s  i d e a ;
9^^WHP t o  A l i c e  P a g e ,  M arch  2 ,  1 8 9 9 ,  P ag e  MSS.
9 ^ The S t a t e  (C o lu m b ia ,  S o u th  C a r o l i n a ) ,  A p r i l  2 4 ,  1903 .
^^WHP t o  A l i c e  P a g e ,  F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  1 8 9 9 ,  P a g e  MSS.
^ ^ B o s to n  P o s t ,  A p r i l  2 9 ,  1898 .
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T h e r e  i s  one  p ro b le m  i n  o u r  g o v e rn m e n t  t h a t  i s  p e c u l i a r l y  
o u r  own. To i t ,  h i s t o r y  h a s  no e x a c t  p a r a l l e l - - !  mean 
t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  b l a c k  and  w h i t e . W hat w i l l  be  th e  f i n a l  
r e s u l t  o f  i t .  An E n g l i s h  p r e l a t e  an d  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d e n t  
h a s  s a i d  m i s c e g e n a t i o n !  An O hio  g e n t l e m a n  h a s  s a i d  m i s ­
c e g e n a t i o n !  M i s c e g e n a t i o n  in d e e d  ! W hat do  th e y  know 
a b o u t  i t ?  We o u r s e l v e s  a r e  bound t o  s o l v e  t h a t . 94
P ag e  t o o k  a  p r a g m a t i c  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  r a c e  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e
S o u t h .  He s h a r e d  t h e  o p i n i o n  h e l d  by  m o s t  S o u t h e r n e r s  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n
s h o u l d  b e  s e g r e g a t e d ,  and t h a t  t h e  w h i t e  b o y  s h o u ld  be  e d u c a t e d  f i r s t .
D e s p i t e  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  w o u ld  b e n e f i t  t h e  n e g r o  b o t h
m o r a l l y  and  e c o n o m i c a l l y ,  he d i d  n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  r a p i d  ch an g e  i n  t h e i r
s t a t u s .  I n  1 8 9 9 ,  he  g l o o m i ly  l a b e l e d  t h e  n e g r o  i n  t h e  S o u th  a  " g o n e r "
who " m ig h t  f o r e v e r  r e m a in  o n ly  a  dead  w e i g h t , "9 5  and  e i g h t  y e a r s  l a t e r
h i s  o u t l o o k  h ad  n o t  c h a n g e d .
They  w i l l  n o t  t r a i n  h im  f a s t  e n o u g h ,  and  no l o n g e r  t o l e r ­
a t e  h im  u n t r a i n e d .  He w i l l  d i s a p p e a r  f a s t e r  and f a s t e r .
I  d o n ' t  know w here  h e ' l l  g o ;  b u t  h e  w i l l  n e v e r  be g i v e n  a  
f a i r  c h a n c e  and  h e ' l l  g e t  t h e  w o r s t  o f  t h e  econom ic  
p r e s s u r e . 96
Econom ic P r o g r e s s  and  t h e  New S o u th  
Edw ard Mims c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  k e y n o t e  o f  The R e b u i l d i n g  o f  O ld 
Com monw ealths t o  be  P a g e ' s  t r u s t  t h a t  " i n d u s t r y  and  e d u c a t i o n  . . . 
w o u ld  b r i n g  a b o u t  a  new o r d e r . "97  H o w ev er ,  Edd W i n f i e l d  P a r k s  
c r i t i c i z e d  P a g e  d e c l a r i n g  "he  m e a s u re d  p r o g r e s s  w i t h  th e  y a r d s t i c k  o f  
i n d u s t r i a l i s m :  m ore m oney, m ore f a c t o r i e s ,  b i g g e r  b u s i n e s s ,  c o n s t a n t
a c t i v i t y , " 9 8  a n d  D o n a ld  D a v id s o n  l a m b a s t e d  h i s  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  " t h e
9 4 p ag e  n o t e b o o k .  Page  MSS.
95whP t o  A l i c e  P a g e ,  M arch  2 , 1899 , P a g e  MSS.
96WHP t o  A l i c e  P a g e ,  F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  1 9 0 7 ,  P age  MSS.
97Mims, The A d v a n c in g  S o u t h , p .  4 6 .
9 8 p a r k s ,  S eg m en ts  o f  S o u th e r n  T h o u g h t , p.  277.
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i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i s m . Y e t  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  N o r th  
C a r o l i n i a n ' s  s p e e c h e s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  P a g e  e m p h a s i s e d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  
b u i l d i n g  up  c o u n t r y  l i f e  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i s m .
W h i le  i n d u s t r i a l  g ro w th  was v i t a l  and  i n e v i t a b l e  t o  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  
S o u t h e r n  p ro m in e n c e  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  h e  a r g u e d  t h a t  i t  
w as  i m p e r a t i v e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  an d  v a l u e s  o f  a n  a g r a r i a n  
s o c i e t y .
P a g e  r e m in d e d  a  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  " o u r  p e o p l e  a r e
c o u n t r y  p e o p l e .  We h av e  no g r e a t  c i t i e s  y e t  and  a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e
t h e  g r e a t  e v i l s  o f  g r e a t  c i t i e s  f o r  many a  y e a r  t o  come. I n  t h i s ,
a l s o ,  God i s  v e r y  good t o  u s . "1 0 0  W h i le  s p e a k i n g  a t  T u sk e g e e  I n s t i t u t e
h e  t o l d  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  " C i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  n e a r e r  t h e  s o i l  h e r e  t h a n  i n  some
p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  so  t h a t  i t  i s  p r e - e m i n e n t l y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  a
l a r g e  number o f  y o u ,  a t  l e a s t ,  f i t  y o u r s e l v e s  t o  b e  good f a r m e r s . "101
P ag e  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  l o v e  o f  t h e i r  h o m elan d  a s  i n h e r e n t
i n  e v e r y  S o u t h e r n e r :
We l o v e  t h e  l a n d  t h a t  we w e re  b o r n  t o - - l i t e r a l l y  t h e  l a n d - -
t h i s  g r o u n d ,  t h e  s o i l ,  t h e  e a r t h .  Our f a t h e r s  w e re  l a n d -
h u n g r y  and  l a n d - l o v i n g ,  and  o u r  i m p u l s e s  a n sw e r  t o  t h e i r  
h a b i t s .  T h o se  o f  u s  t h a t  do  n o t  t i l l  t h e  e a r t h  s t i l l  k eep
a  l o v e  o f  i t .  Even  t h o s e  o f  u s  w hose  t r a d e s  h a v e  b u r i e d  u s
i n  g r e a t  c i t i e s  f e e l  e x i l e d  i f  we do  n o t  come a t  s h o r t  i n t e r ­
v a l s  an d  t o u c h  t h e  s o i l .  The c a l l  o f  t h e  e a r t h  c o m p e ls  u s .
T h i s  i s  a lw a y s  o u r  o l d  home. And t h e  o d o r s  o f  a  S o u th e r n
s p r i n g t i m e  s t i r  d e e p  e m o t io n s  i n  u s . 1^2
S ^ D a v id s o n ,  The A t t a c k  on L e v i a t h o n , p .  278 . 
lO O w a l te r  H in e s  P a g e ,  "M essag e  t o  t h e  C o u n t ry  M an ,"  P ag e  MSS.
^^^The S tu d en t (Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e ) ,  March 9 ,  1899.
^^^Page, "The U n f u l f i l le d  A m bition o f  th e  S ou th ."
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I n  a n s w e r i n g  h i s  own q u e s t i o n  o f  " w h a t  i s  a  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n ? , * '  he  
s a i d ,  "T he  o n e  s t a b l e  t h i n g — t h e  o n e  l a s t i n g  t h i n g  t h a t  we know i n  a l l  
G o d 's  u n i v e r s e  i s  t h e  s o i l  t h a t  we s t a n d  o n .  T h a t  i s  N o r th  
C a r o l i n a . "1 0 3
The l a n d  i s  g r e a t .  P ag e  c o n c l u d e d ,  an d  men m u s t  b e  w o r th y  o f  
t h e  l a n d .  I n  t h e  " C r o s s  o f  G o ld "  s p e e c h  W i l l i a m  J e n n i n g s  B ry an  
d e c l a r e d ,  " B u r n  down y o u r  c i t i e s  a n d  l e a v e  o u t  f a r m s ,  and  y o u r  c i t i e s  
w i l l  s p r i n g  up a g a i n  a s  i f  b y  m a g ic ;  b u t  d e s t r o y  o u r  fa rm s  and  t h e  
g r a s s  w i l l  g row  up on t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  e v e r y  c i t y  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y . "104  
I n  s i m i l a r  f a s h i o n .  P age  g av e  v o i c e  t o  t h e  a g r a r i a n  m y th ,  p r o c l a i m i n g  
t h a t  " c i t i e s  an d  a l l  e l s e ,  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  d e p e n d  i n  t h e  l a s t  
a n a l y s i s ,  on  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  man who c u l t i v a t e s  t h e  la n d  h e  owns 
h i m s e l f . "105  On o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s  h e  a r g u e d  t h a t  " t h e  c h a r a c t e r  and 
v i s i o n  o f  A m e r ic a n  l i f e  w i l l  come f ro m  t h e  s o i l , "106  and  t h a t  " t h e
g r e a t  men o f  a l l  a g e s ,  f ro m  A braham  t o  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  h a v e  s to o d
d i r e c t l y  on t h e  s o i l . "107
P ag e  was d i s t u r b e d  by  t h e  num ber o f  men who h ad  c h o s e n  t o  
l e a v e  t h e  f a rm s  and  move t o  t h e  c i t i e s  b e c a u s e  f a c t o r y  w ork  was m ore 
p r o f i t a b l e .  One r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  r u s h  t o  t h e  c i t i e s  w as t h e  n o t i o n  o f  
t h e  f a r m e r  a s  " a  l e f t - o v e r  man, a  man who c o u l d  n o t  s u c c e e d  a t  some-
1 0 3 p a g e ,  "The Man B e h in d  t h e  P l o w . "
l* 1 4 ; j i l l i a m  J e n n i n g s  B ry a n ,  The F i r s t  B a t t l e  ( C h ic a g o :  W. B.
C onkey  Company, 1 8 9 6 ) ,  p .  205 .
lO ^ W a l te r  H in e s  P a g e ,  " C o u n t r y  L i f e , "  P a g e  MSS.
l ^ ^ W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  "Summary b y  t h e  C h a i rm an "  ( G e n e r a l  E d u c a t i o n
B o a rd  MSS, R o c k e f e l l e r  A r c h iv e  C e n t e r ) .
l O l p a g e ,  "The Man B e h in d  t h e  P lo w ."
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t h i n g  e l s e . "108  gg  w is h e d  to  make f a r m in g  m ore p r o f i t a b l e ,  t h u s  k e e p ­
i n g  good men on  t h e  l a n d  and  e n c o u r a g i n g  o t h e r s  t o  j o i n  them . An 
e q u i l i b r i u m  o r  b a l a n c e  o f  pow er b e tw e e n  t h e  f a r m  com m unity  and  t h e  
c i t y ,  h e  o b s e r v e d ,  was " n o t  o n l y  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  t h a t  men now 
l i v i n g  c a n  d o ,  b u t  i t  i s  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g . "1 0 9
P ag e  a d v i s e d  e d u c a t i n g  t h e  f a r m e r  a s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  g e t t i n g  
and  k e e p i n g  good men on t h e  l a n d .  T h ro u g h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  f a rm  demon­
s t r a t i o n  p ro g r a m ,  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  and  v a r i o u s  commun­
i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  f a r m e r  c o u l d  b e  t a u g h t  t h e  u s e  
o f  m o dern  m a c h i n e r y  an d  f a r m in g  m e th o d s ,  an d  t h a t  h e  h ad  t o  know how t o  
g e t  b e t t e r  c r o p  y i e l d s .
The s e c o n d  s t e p  i n  a i d i n g  t h e  f a rm  i n d u s t r y .  P ag e  b e l i e v e d ,  was 
t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  f a r m e r  w i t h  a s  r e a d y  a n  a c c e s s  t o  c a p i t a l  a s  t h a t  o f  h i s  
c o u n t e r p a r t  i n  t h e  c i t y .  H ow ever,  he  d i d  n o t  w i s h  j u s t  t o  g i v e  a  
f a r m e r  m oney , " f o r  h e  w o u ld  n o t  u s e  i t  w i s e l y ,  " H O  T h e r e f o r e ,  he  
e n d o r s e d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a  c r e d i t  s o c i e t y  f o r  f a r m  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h e r e ;
E v e r y  member o f  a  l o c a l  s o c i e t y  b i n d s  h i m s e l f  f o r  a l l  t h e  
d e b t s  o f  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  members t o  t h e  s o c i e t y .  T h e re  i s  
u n l i m i t e d  l i a b i l i t y .  E v e r y  s o c i e t y  i s  s t r i c t l y  l o c a l  so  
t h a t  e v e r y  member w i l l  an d  m u s t  know e v e r y  o t h e r  member an d  
c a n  h a v e  a  f r i e n d l y  an d  n e i g h b o r l y  k n o w le d g e  o f  h i s  m e th o d s  
o f  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s ;  an d  i t  i s  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  
e v e r y  member t o  h e l p  e v e r y  o t h e r  member t o  make h i s  l o a n  
p r o f i t a b l e .  H I
lO ^I b i d .
^ ^ ^ P a g e ,  "M e ssag e  t o  t h e  C o u n t ry  M a n ."
l l Olbid.
l l l l b i d .
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S u ch  a  s o c i e t y  w o u ld  p r o v i d e  a  c o n s t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  c a p i t a l  and  t e a c h  t h e  
f a r m e r  so u n d  f i n a n c i a l  m anagem ent a s  w e l l .  The end  r e s u l t  w ou ld  b e  
m o re  p r o s p e r o u s  r u r a l  l i f e .  The n a t i o n  a s  a  w h o le  w ou ld  b e n e f i t ,  and  
a  b a l a n c e  i n  b o r r o w in g  pow er w o u ld  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e tw e e n  t h e  a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  an d  u r b a n  c o m m u n i t i e s .
P a g e  l i v e d  i n  New Y ork  and  B o s to n  a t  a  t im e  when t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  w as j u s t  d i s c o v e r i n g  i t s  m u s c l e s  a s  a  l e a d e r  i n  w o r ld  com m erce. 
He saw i n d u s t r i a l  g ro w th  a s  v i t a l  t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  i f  t h e y  
w a n te d  t o  s h a r e  i n  t h e  ec o n o m ic  an d  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  c o u n ­
t r y .  R e m a in in g  t r u e  t o  h i s  a g r a r i a n  h e r i t a g e ,  h e  d e f e n d e d  t h e  p l a c e  
o f  t h e  f a r m e r  i n  s o c i e t y .  S p e a k i n g  i n  R a l e i g h ,  h e  c la im e d  t h e r e  w as  
" n o  f i e l d  o f  w ork  w h ic h  o f f e r s  a  g r e a t e r  r e w a r d  i n  human p r o g r e s s  t h a n  
a g r i c u l t u r e  a s  i t  i s  t o d a y . "1 1 2  E c h o in g  t h e  p o e t  S id n e y  L a n i e r ,  P ag e  
b e l i e v e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  p o v e r t y  an d  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  t h e  S o u th  
l a y  " n o t  i n  t h e  s o i l , "  b u t  " i n  t h e  m a n . "1 1 3
T h a t  P ag e  was c o n c e r n e d  an d  k n o w l e d g e a b le  a b o u t  t h e  r u r a l  
a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  S o u th  and  t h e  n a t i o n  i s  e v i d e n c e d  b y  t h e  s p e c u l a t i o n  
t h a t  h e  w o u ld  be  named Woodrow W i l s o n ' s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e .  I n  
a  l e t t e r  t o  W i l s o n  u r g i n g  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  Jam es  Y. J o y n e r  w r o t e  t h a t  
P a g e  c o u l d  " e s t a b l i s h  t h e  c l o s e s t  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s i d e  o f  t h i s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r k , "  and  t h a t  h e  " a l r e a d y  h a s ,  
t h r o u g h  h i s  w r i t i n g s  and  s p e e c h e s ,  t h e  e a r  an d  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  t h e  
n a t i o n  on  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p ro b le m s  and  c o u n t r y  l i f e . " 1 1 ^  
l i Z p a g e ,  "The Man B e h in d  t h e  P l o w . "
l l ^ I b i d .
l l ^ L e t t e r ,  Jam es  Y. J o y n e r  t o  Woodrow W i l s o n ,  D ecem ber 1 2 ,  1 9 1 2 ,  
P a g e  MSS.
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P a g e  d i d  n o t  v i e w  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o g r e s s  a s  
m u t u a l l y  e x c l u s i v e .  The S o u th  was a n  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y ,  and  h i s  h ope  
w as f o r  m ore  an d  b e t t e r  f a r m e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n c r e a s e d  i n d u s t r i a l i s m .
Summary
W a l t e r  H in e s  P ag e  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  p r o m i n e n t  sp o k esm an  o f  t h e  
New S o u t h .  A l th o u g h  c r i t i c i z e d  b y  many i n  h i s  n a t i v e  s e c t i o n  f o r  h i s  
Y ankee  i d e a s ,  h e  w as a  d e v o t e d  S o u t h e r n e r .  He r e s p e c t e d  t h e  p a s t  and 
w a n te d  t o  r e t a i n  an d  d e v e lo p  w h a t  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  t r u e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
t h e  S o u t h .  The c a t a l y s t  f o r  h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  New S o u th  was e d u c a t i o n ,  
and  h e  w as c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a l l  p e o -  
p e l  i n  t h e  S o u th  w o u ld  g u a r a n t e e  s o c i a l  an d  ec o n o m ic  p r o g r e s s .
A N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  h i s  r e a d i n g  o f  J e f f e r s o n ,  h i s  
e d u c a t i o n ,  t r a v e l  an d  w o rk  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  P ag e  c o u l d  lo o k  a t  t h e  
S o u th  w i t h  i n t i m a c y  an d  o b j e c t i v i t y .  C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  o f  
C. Vann W oodw ard, P a g e  d i d  n o t  p a y  " r e v e r e n t  homage t o  a n c e s t r a l  
s h r i n e s "  i n  h i s  s p e e c h e s ,  b u t  d e v e l o p e d  a  r h e t o r i c a l  s t r a t e g y  b y  w h ic h  
h e  c o u l d  p ro m o te  h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  a  New S o u t h .  A v o id in g  a  d i r e c t  c o n ­
f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  pow er o f  t h e  m y t h i c  O ld  S o u t h ,  i n  h i s  c e r e m o n i a l  
a d d r e s s e s  o n  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n  h e  r e a s o n e d  f ro m  p r e m i s e s  o n  w h ic h  h e  
an d  h i s  a u d i e n c e s  w e re  i n  h a rm o n y .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  
b a s i s  f o r  t h e s e  p r e m i s e s :
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I .  S o u t h e r n e r s  a r e  t h e  h e i r s  o f  a  p ro u d  h e r i t a g e ,  f o r
A. S o u t h e r n e r s  a r e  a  c a p a b l e  p e o p l e ,  and
B. The S o u t h e r n  p e o p l e  a r e  a  p a t r i o t i c  p e o p l e .
I I .  The p r i n c i p l e s  o f  d e m o c ra c y  a l s o  a p p l y  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  f o r
A. E a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a n  e d u c a t i o n ,  and
B. A l l  men h av e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  d i s c o v e r  and d e v e lo p  
t h e i r  t a l e n t s .
I I I .  The w h i t e  and  b l a c k  r a c e s  a r e  n o t  s o c i a l  e q u a l s ,  f o r
A. The r a c e s  c a n  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  w hen s o c i e t y  i s  c o m m it te d  
t o  t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  m en, b u t
B. The w h i t e  man s h o u l d  b e  e d u c a t e d  f i r s t ,  and
C. The n e g r o  i s  b e s t  s u i t e d  f o r  m an u a l  t r a i n i n g .
IV .  The g r e a t e s t  e c o n o m ic  p r o g r e s s  o c c u r s  when a  s o c i e t y  i s
c o m m it te d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  men, f o r
A. A p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d  w o rk  f o r c e  e n c o u r a g e s  i n d u s t r i a l  
and  a g r i c u l t u r a l  g r o w t h ,  and
B. A b a l a n c e  o f  p o w er  b e tw e e n  i n d u s t r i a l  and  r u r a l  l i f e  
i n  t h e  S o u th  i s  e s s e n t i a l ,  and
C. The S o u th  s h o u l d  r e t a i n  i t s  a g r a r i a n  v a l u e s .
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CHAPTER IV 
THE CAMPAIGN IN NORTH CAROLINA
W a l t e r  H i n e s  P ag e  c o n s i d e r e d  e d u c a t i o n  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  s o l v i n g  
t h e  s o c i a l  an d  ec o n o m ic  p ro b le m s  o f  t h e  S o u th .  As a  j o u r n a l i s t ,  h e  
d e v e lo p e d  t h i s  them e i n  num erous e d i t o r i a l s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  b o o k s ,  and 
l e t t e r s .  R e c o g n iz e d  a s  a  n a t i v e  so n  who h ad  r i s e n  t o  n a t i o n a l  
p r o m in e n c e  on t h e  s t a f f s  o f  n o r t h e r n  n e w s p a p e r s  and  m a g a z in e s  and 
known f o r  h i s  a b i l i t y  a s  an  o r a t o r ,  h e  r e c e i v e d  num erous  i n v i t a t i o n s  
t o  s p e a k  i n  h i s  home s t a t e  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a .
C h a p t e r  IV p r e s e n t s  a  r h e t o r i c a l  s t u d y  o f  f o u r  a d d r e s s e s  P ag e  
d e l i v e r e d  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  m ovem ent i n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a .  
The e d u c a t i o n  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  P a g e ' s  c a r e e r  a s  a  R a l e i g h  e d i t o r ,  
and  t h e  r e f o r m  m ovem ent i n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
t h r e e  s e c t i o n s .  P a g e ' s  r o l e  a s  a n  o r a t o r  an d  t h e  f o u r  c e r e m o n i a l  
a d d r e s s e s  h e  d e l i v e r e d  b e tw e e n  1891 and 1903 i n  t h e  s t a t e  a r e  ex a m in e d  
i n  t h e  f i n a l  s e c t i o n s .  T h ese  s p e e c h e s  i n c l u d e  h i s  a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  
i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  G e o rg e  T. W in s to n  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  ( 1 8 9 1 ) ,  a  commencement a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  S t a t e  Normal 
an d  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  a t  G re e n s b o ro  ( 1 8 9 7 ) ,  a  s i m i l a r  o r a t i o n  a t  t h e  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and  M e c h a n ic a l  C o l l e g e  i n  R a l e i g h  ( 1 9 0 3 ) ,  
and  h i s  o r a t i o n  a t  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y  
(1 9 0 3 ) .
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P o s t - B e l l u m  E d u c a t i o n  P ro b le m s
I n  The S o u t h e r n e r  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  N i c h o l a s  W o r th ,  a  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n ,  g rew  t o  manhood d u r i n g  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  As had  P a g e ,  
W o r th  p u r s u e d  h i s  g r a d u a t e  s t u d i e s  i n  a  n o r t h e r n  u n i v e r s i t y .  Upon 
r e t u r n i n g  home W o r th  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  s e n s a t i o n  o f  e n t e r i n g  a n o t h e r  
w o r l d :
I  had  f o r g o t t e n  e v e n  how s p a r s e l y  t h e  c o u n t r y  was s e t t l e d  
t h r o u g h  w h ic h  I  was g o i n g .  I  h ad  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  n e g l e c t e d  
homes v i s i b l e  f ro m  t h e  c a r s ,  t h e  c a b i n s  a b o u t  w h ic h  h a l f -  
naked  n e g r o  c h i l d r e n  p l a y e d  and  f ro m  w h ic h  r a g g e d  men an d  
women, d r u n k  w i t h  i d l e n e s s ,  s t a r e d  a t  t h e  t r a i n ,  t h e  i l l -  
k e p t  r a i l w a y  s t a t i o n s  w h e re  c ro w d s  o f  l o a f e r s  s t o o d  w i t h  
t h e i r  h a n d s  i n  t h e i r  p o c k e t s  and  s p a t  a t  c r a c k s  i n  t h e  
p l a t f o r m - - u n k e m p t  c o u n t ry m e n ,  h e a v y  w i t h  d y s p e p s i a  and  
m a l a r i a  . . .  I t  o c c u r r e d  t o  me f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  t h a t  
t h i s  c o u n t r y  i s  y e t  a  f r o n t i e r - - a  new l a n d  u n to u c h e d  
e x c e p t  by  p i o n e e r s  who had  m e r e ly  l i n g e r e d  u n t i l  t h e y  
h ad  t h o u g h t  t h e  l a n d  w o rn  o u t  and  who t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  
o l d  o r d e r  o f  l i f e - - n o w  d e s t r o y e d  by  t i m e ' s  p r e s s u r e  o f  
w h ic h  t h e  w a r  w as  a n  i n s t r u m e n t - - h a d - - b e e n  t h e  crow n  o f  
c i v i l i z a t i o n .  H e re  w as p o v e r t y - - a  d e p r e s s e d  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
t h e  i d l e  s q u a l o r  o f  t h e  n e g r o  now t h a t  s l a v e r y  w as r e l a x e d ,  
and t h e  h o p e l e s s  i n e r t i a  o f  t h e  w h i t e  man who had  b e e n  
d e a d e n e d  by  a n  o l d  e c o n o m ic  e r r o r .  . . .  I t  was a n o t h e r  
c o u n t r y .  . . .  I t  m u s t  b e  a c c e p t e d  a s  i t  i s ,  I  r e f l e c t e d ,  
and  j u d g e d  b y  i t s  own s t a n d a r d .  . . .  A t  l a s t  I  s l i p p e d  
b a c k  i n t o  my f o r m e r  s e l f  . . .  a s  we came n e a r e r  t o  
R a l e i g h ;  an d  I  b e g a n  t o  f e e l  a t  home a g a i n .  . . .  I  
r e c a l l e d  my own i m p a s s io n e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  r e d  
h i l l s  and  t h e  p i n e  b a r r e n s .  'T h e y  o n ce  b r e d  men; t h e y  
s h a l l  b r e e d  men a g a i n . ' And a t  l a s t  a  p a t i e n t  p r i d e  
s w e l l e d  up i n  me t h a t  I ,  t o o ,  was a  p a r t  o f  t h i s  l a n d ,  
h ad  r o o t s  i n  i t ,  f e l t  i t ,  u n d e r s t o o d  i t ,  b e l i e v e d  i n  i t  
a s  men who h ad  come i n t o  l i f e  e l s e w h e r e  c o u l d  n o t . l
E f f o r t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  w e re
u n d o n e  by t h e  C i v i l  W ar. P u b l i c  s e n t i m e n t  t o  r e b u i l d  t h e  s c h o o l s  w as
n e g a te d  b y  d e p r e s s e d  e c o n o m ic  c o n d i t i o n s  and  b y  t h e  s t i g m a  o f  t h e i r
W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  The S o u t h e r n e r  : An A u t o b i o g r a p h y  o f
N i c h o l a s  W orth  (New Y o rk :  D o u b le d a y ,  P ag e  & Company, 1 9 0 9 ) ,
p p .  1 0 8 -1 0 .
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a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  f e a r  o f  n e g r o  d o m in a ­
t i o n ,  and  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n .
When t h e  D e m o c ra t s  r e g a i n e d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e rn m e n t  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  p e r i o d  t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  l e v y  t a x e s  n e c e s ­
s a r y  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  m a n d a to r y  f o u r  m o n th  s c h o o l  t e r m  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  
t h e  c a r p e t - b a g  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 2 I n  1880  n o  s c h o o l s  o p en e d  i n  29% o f  
t h e  s t a t e ' s  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  W here s c h o o l s  d i d  m e e t  a t t e n d a n c e  w as 
lo w ,  and  t h e  a v e r a g e  t e r m  w as o n l y  t e n  w e e k s .  T w e n t y - t h r e e  p e r  c e n t  
o f  w h i t e  a d u l t s  w e re  i l l i t e r a t e . 3
The p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  n e g r o  a l s o  im p ed ed  s u p p o r t  f o r  p u b l i c  
e d u c a t i o n .  F e a r  o f  a  r e t u r n  t o  n e g r o  d o m i n a t i o n  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  d u r ­
i n g  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  l e d  t o  a n t i - n e g r o  c a m p a ig n s  w h ic h  s o u g h t  t o  d i s e n ­
f r a n c h i s e  t h e  f o r m e r  s l a v e s .  P u b l i c  s u p p o r t  o f  b l a c k  e d u c a t i o n  w as  
o p p o s e d  b e c a u s e  t o  " t e a c h  a  n i g g e r  t o  r e a d  (w o u ld )  s p o i l  a  good p lo w  
h a n ' , and  p u t  t h e  b o t t o m  on to p  an d  p e r c h  a  n i g g e r  woman on t h e  
f e n c e . "4  T hus  i n  1 8 8 0 ,  7 6 . 47» o f  a l l  b l a c k  men and  84.8%  o f  a l l  b l a c k  
women w e re  i l l i t e r a t e . 5
L o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  w e re  r e l u c t a n t  t o  l e v y  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e i r  s c h o o l s .  "One tow n  a f t e r  t r y i n g  o u t  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  
f o r  a  y e a r  o r  tw o ,  v o t e d  o u t  t h e  t a x  a n d ,  w i t h  g l e e ,  ' c e l e b r a t e d  t h e
2Jam es  S .  F e r g u s o n ,  "An E r a  o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  C h a n g e ,"
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  H i s t o r i c a l  R e v ie w , XLVI ( S p r i n g ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  130 .
^ F e r g u s o n ,  131 .
4 p a g e ,  The S o u t h e r n e r , p .  21 1 .
^ F e r g u s o n ,  "An E ra  o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  C h a n g e ,"  131.
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e v e n t  w i t h  b o n f i r e s  and  b r a s s  b a n d s . *'*6 The a p a t h y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i ­
a n s  an d  t h e i r  s u b s e q u e n t  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  t a x  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  
i s  e v i d e n t  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  c i t i z e n s  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  who 
r a i s e d  97.2%  o f  s c h o o l  r e v e n u e s  t h r o u g h  t a x e s ,  w h i l e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n s  
g e n e r a t e d  o n l y  12.5% i n  a  s i m i l a r  m a n n e r . ?
D e n o m i n a t i o n a l  o p p o s i t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  p u b l i c  s u p ­
p o r t e d  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  I n  1871 t h e  R a l e i g h  C h r i s t i a n  A d v o c a te  
a l l e g e d  t h a t  " f o r  t h e  l a s t  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  ( a t  C h a p e l  H i l l )  was a  s o u r c e  o f  p o s i t i v e  e v i l . " ®  The 
g e n e r a l  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  w e r e :  s t a t e  e d u c a t i o n  w as
n o t  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h a t  i t  l e d  t o  i n f i d e l i t y ,  e n c o u r a g e d  c o r r u p t i o n ,  was 
s e c t a r i a n  i n  i t s  m an ag e m en t ,  c r e a t e d  p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  d e n o m in a ­
t i o n a l  c o l l e g e s ,  and  l e d  t o  low a c a d e m ic  s t a n d a r d s . ^  P r e s i d e n t  Jam es
B. S h e a r e r  o f  D a v id s o n  ( P r e s b y t e r i a n ) ,  e d i t o r  J o s i a h  W. B a i l e y  
( B a p t i s t ) ,  and  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n  C a r l i s l e  K i l g o  o f  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  
( M e t h o d i s t )  l e a d  t h e  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t e d  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  
a n d  u r g e d  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  " i n v e s t i g a t e  t e a c h i n g ,  u n f a i r  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  and 
' g o d l e s s '  g o i n g s - o n  a t  t h e  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y . " 1 0
^ L o u i s  R. H a r l a n ,  S e p a r a t e  and  U n e q u a l  (New Y o rk :  A th e n iu m ,
1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  121 .
^C harles W illia m  Dabney, U n iv e r sa l E d u cation  in  th e  S ou th , I I  
(C hapel H i l l :  The U n iv e r s ity  o f  North C a ro lin a  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 6 ) ,
pp. 3 3 8 - 9 .
^ L u t h e r  L . G o b b e l ,  C h u r c h - S t a t e  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  E d u c a t i o n  i n  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  S i n c e  1776 (Durham: Duke U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,
p .  6 8 .
^ G o b b e l ,  p .  67 .
l^ H arlan , S ep ara te  and U nequal, p .  53 .
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F o l l o w i n g  a  summer a s  a  l e c t u r e r  a t  C h a p e l  H i l l ,  P ag e  w as d i s ­
a p p o i n t e d  when he f a i l e d  t o  r e c e i v e  a  f u l l - t i m e  a p p o in tm e n t  t o  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  f a c u l t y .  "P ag e  w as no l o n g e r  o r t h o d o x  i n  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  
v i e w s , "11  and  s u c h  a  f i g u r e  c o u l d  n o t  b e  t o l e r a t e d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  
T h i s  r e v e r s a l  s e r v e d  t o  t u r n  h im  to w a rd  j o u r n a l i s m .  I n  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  
y e a r s  he  s e r v e d  a s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  S t .  J o s e p h  (M o.) G a z e t t e  an d  a s  a  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t  f o r  s e v e r a l  n o r t h e r n  n e w s p a p e r s .  I n  1883 he  r e s i g n e d  
f ro m  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  New Y ork  W o rld  an d  r e t u r n e d  to  R a l e i g h ,  w h e re  he  
p u r c h a s e d  t h e  C h r o n i c l e . W i th  e n t h u s i a s m  « e t  o u t  t o  r e v i t a l i z e  t h e  
p a p e r .  J o s e p h u s  D a n i e l s  r e c a l l e d  h i s  e f f o r t s  a s  b r e a t h i n g  " a  new 
b r e a t h  o f  f r e s h  a i r  i n t o  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  j o u r n a l i s m .  P a g e ' s  e m p h a t i c  
j o u r n a l i s m  was a  b e l l o w s  w i t h  w h ic h  h e  h o p ed  t o  k i n d l e  some s p a r k s  o f  
p r o g r e s s  i n  a  s t a t i c  s o c i e t y . " 1 ^  H o w ev er ,  h e  r e s o r t e d  t o  s a r c a s m  and 
r i d i c u l e  i n  h i s  i m p a t i e n c e  w i t h  t h o s e  who r e f u s e d  t o  c h a n g e  o l d  w a y s .  
D a n i e l s  n o t e d  t h a t  P a g e "
. . . had  many so u n d  i d e a s ,  b u t  h i s  m e th o d s ,  n a t u r a l l y  
en o u g h ,  made e n e m ie s  r a t h e r  t h a n  c o n v e r t s .  H is  p r o p o s ­
a l s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  f o r g e t  t h e  p a s t  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  
an d  c o n c e n t r a t e  a l l  i t s  e n e r g i e s  u p o n  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  
o f  b e t t e r  s c h o o l s ,  r o a d s ,  f a rm s  and  i n d u s t r i e s ,  and  t h a t  
i t  b r e a k  away f ro m  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  d o m i n a t io n  and s e e k  t o  
r e a l i z e  i t s  d e s t i n y  a s  a  g r e a t  com m onw ealth ,  w ou ld  h av e  
b e e n  f a r  m ore e f f e c t i v e  i f  t h e y  had  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e .  As i t  w a s ,  h i s  r i d i c u l e  e n r a g e d  
many members o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  who d en o u n c ed  h im  w i t h  
vehem ence  and  r e g u l a r i t y  a s  a  t r a i t o r  t o  t h e  S o u th .
l ^ B u r t o n  J .  H e n d r i c k ,  The L i f e  and  L e t t e r s  o f  W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e , 
I  (G a rd e n  C i t y ,  New Y o rk :  D o u b le d a y ,  P a g e  & Company, 1 9 2 2 ) ,  p .  3 0 .
^ ^ o s e  H o w ell  H o l d e r ,  M c lv e r  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  ( C h a p e l  H i l l :
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 7 ) ,  p .  6 2 .
^ ^ V i r g i n i u s  D ab n ey ,  L i b e r a l i s m  i n  t h e  S o u th  (C h a p e l  H i l l :
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 2 ) ,  p .  235 .
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A c c o r d in g  t o  D a n i e l s ,  ’’P ag e  w as no p o l i t i c i a n ,  n o t  e v e n  a  g e n e r a l  
m i x e r ,  an d  d i d  n o t  w i n . " 1 4  The C h r o n i c l e  w as a n  a r t i s t i c  s u c c e s s ,  b u t  
a  f i n a n c i a l  f a i l u r e ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y  P ag e  s o l d  t h e  p a p e r  t o  D a n i e l s .  One
c r i t i c  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  y o u n g  P age  " h a d  had  money en o u g h  to  r u n  t h e
C h r o n i c l e  f i v e  o r  t e n  y e a r s  a t  a  l o s s  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  come o u t  th e  
v i c t o r . "15
I n  o r d e r  m ore p r o f i t a b l y  t o  p u r s u e  h i s  c a r e e r  P age  moved h i s
f a m i l y  t o  New Y ork  C i t y .  As h e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h i s  e x i l e ,  he  r e c e i v e d
s o l a c e  and  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  f ro m  C h a r l e s  D abney :
You o u g h t  n o t  t o  f o r g e t  y o u r  t r y i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  N o r th  
C a r o l i n a  a f t e r  t h e  dam ages h a v e  b e e n  r e p a i r e d ,  you  made 
a  l a s t i n g  i m p r e s s i o n  on some o f  t h e  yo u n g  men who a r e  now
g o in g  a h e a d  t o  r e a p  good t h i n g s  f o r  t h e i r  s t a t e  an d  them ­
s e l v e s .  A s o r t  o f  m i s s i o n a r y  o f  t h e  g o s p e l  o f  p r o g r e s s ,  
y ou  had  t o  l e a v e  i t  t o  o t h e r s  t o  r e a p  a s  many m i s s i o n a r i e s  
d o ,  b u t  y o u r  m i s s i o n  i s  none  t h e  l e s s  a  s u c c e s s f u l  o n e . l ^
N ot l o n g  a f t e r  h e  h a d  d e p a r t e d  R a l e i g h ,  P ag e  w r o t e  a  s e r i e s  o f  
w e e k ly  l e t t e r s  f o r  t h e  C h r o n i c l e . I n  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  he  l a b e l e d  t h o s e  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n s  who w e re  e n s l a v e d  t o  t h e  p a s t  a s  " m u m m if ie d ."  The 
Mummy l e t t e r s  o f f e n d e d  many p e o p l e ,  an d  e v e n  t h o s e  who w e re  i n  a g r e e ­
m e n t ,  l i k e  t h e  R e v e re n d  J o h n  R. B ro o k s  o f  W i l s o n ,  c a u t i o n e d  Page  t o  
rem em ber t h a t  " o l d  f o g i e s  do  n o t  e n j o y  b e i n g  t o l d  t h e y  a r e  t h e  ’ l a u g h ­
i n g  s t o c k '  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  t h a t  h i s  g i b e s  may h a v e  a n  e f f e c t  j u s t  t h e  
r e v e r s e  o f  t h e  o n e  d e s i r e d . H ow ever,  C h a r l e s  A y co ck ,  t h e  f u t u r e  
g o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  o f f e r e d  u n r e s e r v e d  p r a i s e :
J o s e p h u s  D a n i e l s ,  T a r  H e e l  E d i t o r  (C h a p e l  H i l l :  The
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 2 ) ,  p .  96 .
^ ^ U n i d e n t i f i e d  n e w sp a p e r  a r t i c l e .  P ag e  MSS.
l ^ C h a r l e s  W. D abney t o  WHP, May 2 0 ,  1885 , P ag e  MSS.
I n s t a t e  C h r o n i c l e  ( R a l e i g h ) ,  F e b r u a r y  18 ,  1886 .
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I  h a v e  h e a r d  w i t h  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  w h a t  you  h a v e  h ad  t o  s a y  
an d  I  f e e l  i t  a  d u t y  i n  v ie w  o f  t h e  a b u s e  h e a p e d  u p o n  you  
b y  t h e  v a r i o u s  e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  s a y ,  w h a t  I  know t o  
b e  t h e  t r u t h ,  t h a t  f u l l y  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  
w i t h  you  an d  w i s h  you God sp e e d  i n  y o u r  e f f o r t  t o  a r o u s e  
b e t t e r  w o rk ,  g r e a t e r  t h o u g h t  an d  a c t i v i t y ,  an d  f r e e r  
o p i n i o n s  i n  t h e  S t a t e . 18
As e d i t o r  o f  t h e  C h r o n i c l e  and  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  Mummy l e t t e r s .
P a g e  a p p e a l e d  t o  num erous  young  men l i k e  A ycock  and  e n c o u ra g e d  
e d u c a t i o n a l ,  e c o n o m ic ,  and  s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s .
W h i le  i n  R a l e i g h ,  P age  made a d d i t i o n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  
r e f o r m  s p i r i t  a s  a  member o f  t h e  W a ta u g a  C lu b .  I n  1884 h e  h e l p e d  
o r g a n i z e  t h i s  c l u b ,  com posed o f  you n g  b u s i n e s s  and  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l e a d e r s  
w h o se  p u r p o s e  was " t o  e n c o u r a g e  f r e e  d i s c u s s i o n  an d  t o  p ro m o te  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n a l ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  and  i n d u s t r i a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e . "19 
C lu b  m em bers r e f u s e d  t o  la m e n t  t h e  p a s t  o r  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  e v i l s ,  
c h o o s i n g  i n s t e a d  t o  w ork  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  The C h r o n i c l e  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  
u n o f f i c i a l  m o u th p ie c e  f o r  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and  c l u b  members d e l i v e r e d  
s p e e c h e s  an d  w r o t e  l e t t e r s  t o  i n f l u e n t i a l  l e a d e r s .
M o st  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  t h e  W a ta u g a  C lu b  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  t a l e n t e d  
y o u n g  C a r o l i n i a n s ;  P a g e ,  C h a r l e s  D uncan  M c l v e r ,  Edward A ld e rm a n ,  
C h a r l e s  D a b n ey ,  and  Jam es  Y. J o y n e r .  T h e s e  g e n t l e m e n  p l a y e d  s i g n i f i ­
c a n t  r o l e s  i n  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m .  F r e d e r i c k  W eaver h a s  n o t e d  
t h a t  when P ag e  l i v e d  i n  R a l e i g h :
I B s u r t o n  J .  H e n d r i c k ,  The T r a i n i n g  o f  a n  A m e r ic a n : The E a r l i e r
L i f e  an d  L e t t e r s  o f  W a l t e r  H. P a g e , 1 8 5 5 -1 9 1 3  ( B o s to n :  H o u g h to n
M i f f l i n  Company, 1 9 3 9 ) ,  p .  25.
^^ D av id  A. L o c k m i l l e r ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  S t a t e
C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  and  E n g i n e e r i n g  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h
C a r o l i n a  1 8 8 9 -1 9 3 9  ( R a l e i g h :  E dw ards  an d  B ro u g h to n  Company, 1 9 3 9 ) ,
p .  25.
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. . .  h e  e a r n e d  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  a  g ro u p  o f  men who s h a r e d  
h i s  i d e a s  and  a t  t h e  same t im e  p o s s e s s e d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t h a t  
h e  l a c k e d  f o r  w i n n in g  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  th em  b y  t h e  S o u t h e r n  
p u b l i c  and  p o l i t i c i a n s .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d .  P a g e ,  b e t t e r  
t h a n  t h e y  c o u l d  i n t e r p r e t  t o  N o r t h e r n  m in d s  and  a g e n c i e s  
o f  a s s i s t a n c e  t h e  p e c u l i a r  w a y s ,  n e e d s ,  l a m e n t a t i o n s ,  and  
p r o m is e  o f  S o u t h e r n  c o n d i t i o n s .  H e r e i n  l a y  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  
t h a t  d e t e r m i n e d  P a g e ' s  d i s t i n c t i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  r o l e ;  b u t  
b e f o r e  he  becam e t h e  e f f i c i e n t  'g o - b e t w e e n '  o f  S o u t h e r n  
n e e d s  and  N o r t h e r n  m e a n s ,  h e  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  a  r o v i n g  a l l y  
o f  t h e  W a ta u g a n s  i n  t h e i r  m a n i f o l d  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o n v i c ­
t i o n s  an d  o f  many o t h e r s .  N o r th  and  S o u th - - N e g r o  and
w h i t e . 20
A f t e r  s e l l i n g  h i s  p a p e r .  P ag e  n e v e r  a g a i n  made h i s  home i n  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  o r  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  S o u th .  H o w ev er ,  he  k e p t  i n  c l o s e  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  many who re m a in e d  i n  t h e  O ld  N o r th  S t a t e .
The C am paign  f o r  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  
A s u r v e y  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  m ovem ent i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  
s u g g e s t s  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  P a g e ' s  r o l e  a s  a  r e f o r m  sp o k esm an .  D u r in g  t h e  
1 8 8 0 ' s  t e a c h e r  i n s t i t u t e s  w e re  c o n d u c te d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a  i n  h o p e s  o f  i m p r o v in g  t h e  l e v e l  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s .  E d u c a t i o n  l e a d e r s  so o n  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t e s  b e n e -  
f i t t e d  o n l y  t h o s e  t e a c h e r s  who l i v e d  n e a r  C h a p e l  H i l l .  T h u s ,  f o u r  
s i m i l a r  i n s t i t u t e s  w e re  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s  a r o u n d  t h e  
s t a t e .  A g a in  s t a t e  e d u c a t i o n  l e a d e r s  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t e s  
f a i l e d  t o  r e a c h  t h e  g r e a t  num ber o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  
n i n e t y - t w o  c o u n t i e s .  As a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  w as made t o  s e n d  e d u c a ­
t i o n a l  e x p e r t s  i n t o  e a c h  c o u n t y  t o  c o n d u c t  o n e -w e e k  i n s t i t u t e s .  
" T h e r e f o r e  o n  M arch 1 1 ,  1889 t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r a t i f i e d  ' a n  a c t  t o  
a b o l i s h  t h e  w h i t e  n o rm a l  s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  an d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  h o l d -
2 0 p r e d e r i c k  H enry  W e av e r ,  " W a l t e r  H in e s  P ag e  and t h e  
P r o g r e s s i v e  Mood" ( P h .D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  Duke U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  
p p .  1 4 5 -6 .
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i n g  c o u n t y  i n s t i t u t e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e . T h e  two g e n t l e m e n
e l e c t e d  t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w e re  Edward A ld e rm a n  and
C h a r l e s  D uncan  M c lv e r .
The a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  A ld e rm a n  and  M c lv e r  t o  h e a d  t h i s  h e r c u l e a n
t a s k  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  c a m p a ig n  i n  N o r th
C a r o l i n a  u n l i k e  t h a t  i n  a n y  o t h e r  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e
f a c t  t h a t  " p e d a g o g i c a l l y  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  was a b s u r d , " 2 2  t^wo r e f u s e d
t o  b e  d i s c o u r a g e d .  F o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  t h e y  c o n d u c te d  t e a c h e r ' s  i n s t i t u t e s
a n d  s t i m u l a t e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t e d  e d u c a t i o n .  M c lv e r  w orked
p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  w h i l e  A ld e rm a n  t o o k  t h e
e a s t e r n  c o u n t i e s .  The tw o men d e v e lo p e d  a  s y s te m  w h ic h  p e r m i t t e d  them
t o  d e a l  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  g r e a t e r  n u m b ers  o f  t e a c h e r s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  and  o t h e r
i n t e r e s t e d  p e o p l e  t h a n  h a d  b e e n  t h o u g h t  p o s s i b l e .  I n  h i s  h i s t o r y  o f
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  M .C .S .  N o b le s  w r o t e ;
D u r in g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r ,  A ld e rm a n  and  M c lv e r  h ad  c o n d u c t e d  a  
one w e e k ' s  i n s t i t u t e  i n  m ore  t h a n  s i x t y  c o u n t i e s .  The 
f i r s t  f o u r  d a y s  o f  t h e  w e ek  t h e y  l e c t u r e d  o n  m e th o d s  o f  
t e a c h i n g ,  s c h o o l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  an d  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  c o n n e c t e d  
w i t h  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  m anagem ent o f  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l .  F r i d a y ,  
t h e  c l o s i n g  d a y ,  w as ' P e o p l e ' s  D ay ' and  on  t h i s  d a y  t h e  
c o n d u c t o r  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t e  d e l i v e r e d  a n  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  
t e a c h e r s ,  t h e  s c h o o l  c o m m it te e m e n ,  and  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  
on  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  
2 3 ,5 0 0  p e o p l e  o f  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o u n t i e s  a t t e n d e d  
t h e s e  m e e t i n g s  and  t h e  r e c o r d s  show t h a t  a b o u t  3 ,0 0 0  w h i t e  
t e a c h e r s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  i n s t i t u t e s . 23
Y e a r s  l a t e r  P ag e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e s e  two y o u n g  sp o k esm en .
^^M .C .S . N o b l e ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  o f  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a  (C h a p e l  H i l l :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,
1 9 3 0 ) ,  p .  4 2 8 .
^ ^ H a r l a n ,  S e p a r a t e  and  U n e q u a l , p .  4 8 .
^ ^ N o b le ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s , p .  4 3 5 .
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I t  w as a  s tum p ca m p a ig n  f o r  p o p u l a r  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  l i k e  o f  
w h ic h  p e r h a p s  was n e v e r  known b e f o r e  and  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  
h e a r d  s i n c e .  . . .  I t  was by t h i s  w ork  t h a t  t h e y  t r a i n e d  
t h e m s e l v e s  t o  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g ,  an d  t h e y  b o t h  becam e ,  e a c h  
i n  h i s  own w ay , among t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  s p e a k e r s  o f  o u r
t i m e . 24
F o llo w in g  th r ee  y e a rs  o f  e x h a u s t iv e  w ork, M clver was named 
p r e s id e n t ,  and Alderman appoin ted  a p r o fe s s o r  a t  the new S ta te  Normal 
and I n d u s t r ia l  S ch oo l fo r  w h ite  women in  G reensboro. U sing  the sc h o o l 
a s  a b a s e , th e  two ed u ca tors  con tin u ed  t h e ir  e f f o r t s  on b e h a lf  o f  
p u b lic  e d u c a t io n .
B u r t o n  J .  H e n d r i c k  h a s  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  " t h e  r e a l  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  
M c lv e r  an d  A ld e rm a n  w as t o  make t h e  s o i l  f e r t i l e  f o r  a n o t h e r  member o f  
t h e i r  own u n i v e r s i t y  g r o u p . "25  C h a r l e s  B. A y c o ck ,  who was t o  become 
t h e  " e d u c a t i o n a l  g o v e r n o r "  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  A y c o c k 's  i n t e r e s t  i n  
p o p u l a r  e d u c a t i o n  was k i n d l e d  w hen he  w i t n e s s e d  h i s  m o th e r  make h e r  
m ark  on  a  d e e d  b e c a u s e  sh e  c o u l d  n o t  w r i t e  h e r  name. I n  r e c a l l i n g  t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e n  and  t h e r e  h e  vowed " t h a t  e v e r y  man and  
woman i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  s h o u ld  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  t o  r e a d  and  w r i t e . "26 
As a  y o u n g  man A ycock  a t t e n d e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  
C a r o l i n a ,  i t s  summer t e a c h e r  i n s t i t u t e s ,  an d  t a u g h t  s c h o o l  i n  F re m o n t .  
T h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n t e n s i f i e d  h i s  com m itm ent t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m .  He 
w r o t e  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s  and  sp o k e  o f t e n  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  c a u s e .  I n  
1 8 8 1 ,  " o n e  m o n th  a f t e r  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  a  t a x  t o  s u p p o r t  a  
g r a d e d  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  i n  G o l d s b o r o ,  h e  w as c h o s e n  t o  f i l l  t h e  n e w ly
^ S f a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  " M c lv e r ,  a  L e a d e r  o f  th e  P e o p l e , "  P ag e  MSS.
^ ^ H e n d r i c k ,  The T r a i n i n g  o f  a n  A m e r ic a n , p .  4 0 1 .
^^O liver N. Orr, J r . ,  C harles B r a n tle y  Aycock (Chapel H i l l ;
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p .  18.
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c r e a t e d  o f f i c e  o f  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  o f  Wayne 
C o u n ty .
By 1892 , A ycock  had  s e r v e d  a  l o n g  and  th o r o u g h  a p p r e n t i c e ­
s h i p  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  He h ad  s t u d i e d ;  h e  had  t a u g h t ;  h e  h ad  
s u p e r i n t e n d e d  c o u n t y  s c h o o l s ;  he  h ad  h e a d e d  t h e  b o a r d  o f  
t r u s t e e s  o f  a n  a d v a n c e d  c i t y  s y s t e m ;  h e  h ad  s e r v e d  a s  a  
d i r e c t o r  o f  a  n o rm a l  s c h o o l  f o r  N e g r o e s ;  and  t h r o u g h  y e a r s  
o f  c a m p a ig n in g ,  he  h ad  e n c o u n t e r e d  and  l e a r n e d  t o  s t i m u l a t e  
p u b l i c  s e n t i m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  e d u c a t i o n .  He p ro p o u n d e d  no 
e l a b o r a t e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  As an  a d v o c a t e  o f  p u b l i c  
e d u c a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t o r ,  A ycock c o n ­
c e n t r a t e d  on a d v a n c i n g  t h e  s i m p le  c o n v i c t i o n s  t h a t  human 
w e l f a r e  d e p e n d e d  on p r o g r e s s ,  t h a t  p r o g r e s s  d e p e n d e d  u p o n  
k n o w le d g e ,  and  t h a t  k n o w led g e  d e p e n d e d  u pon  s c h o o l s . 28
I n  1900 A ycock  was e l e c t e d  g o v e r n o r  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a .  The 
c e n s u s  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  y e a r  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  19% o f  t h e  w h i t e  v o t e r s  
w e re  i l l i t e r a t e ,  an d  19.5% o f  t h e  w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n  o v e r  ag e  t e n  w e re  
i l l i t e r a t e ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  i n  t h e  U n i o n . 29 A c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
am endm ent l i m i t i n g  s u f f r a g e  t o  l i t e r a t e  m a le s  u p s e t  t h o s e  who h ad  n o t  
r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  t h e  g r a n d f a t h e r  c l a u s e  an d  " p o s e d  a  r e a l  p ro b le m  f o r  
t h e  d i s c e r n i n g  p o l i t i c i a n . "8 0  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  d i s c o n t e n t  an d  t h e  
g e n e r a l  i l l i t e r a c y  p r o b le m ,  A ycock*s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s t r e s s e d  t h e  n eed  
f o r  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  G o v e rn o r  A ycock  c a l l e d  f o r  a  u n i t y  o f  a c t i o n  
among t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  o r g a n ­
i z e d  ca m p a ig n  t o  p ro m o te  p o p u l a r  e d u c a t i o n .  A ycock  h i m s e l f  d e l i v e r e d  
f i f t e e n  s p e e c h e s  i n  t h i s  e f f o r t  i n  19 0 2 .
^ ^ O r r ,  p .  71 .
2 ® 0 rr ,  p p .  8 1 - 2 .
29 D abney , U n i v e r s a l  E d u c a t i o n , p .  3 3 6 .
^ % i l l i a m  K in g ,  " C h a r l e s  M c lv e r  F i g h t s  f o r  t h e  N e g r o ' s  R i g h t s  
t o  a n  E d u c a t i o n , "  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  H i s t o r i c a l  R e v ie w , XLI ( J u l y ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  
360.
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As a  sp o k esm an  f o r  e d u c a t i o n ,  h e  was n o t  a l o n e .  J o s e p h  P .
C l a x t o n  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  " t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o r a t o r  s o u g h t  h i s  q u a r r y  a t
s c h o o l s ,  camp m e e t i n g s ,  c h u r c h e s ,  c h u r c h  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  good r o a d s  m e e t ­
i n g s ,  f a r m e r ' s  m e e t i n g s ,  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s ,  w h e r e v e r  h e  s m e l l e d  human 
f l e s h .  I n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  o n e  c o u l d  h a r d l y  g e t  o f f  o r  on  a  t r a i n  w i t h ­
o u t  m e e t i n g  an  e d u c a t i o n a l  c a m p a ig n  o r a t o r . "31  The l a b o r s  o f  t h e s e  
a d v o c a t e s  b o r e  f r u i t .  " L o c a l  t a x  d i s t r i c t s ,  o n l y  s e v e n  i n  number i n  
1 8 9 9 ,  r o s e  t o  402  i n  1906, t h e  y e a r  o f  M c l v e r ' s  d e a t h . "32
The a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  to w a rd  p u b l i c  p r i m a r y
e d u c a t i o n  was f a v o r a b l e ,  b u t  t h e y  e x e r t e d  no r e a l  i n f l u e n c e  i n  p ro m o t ­
i n g  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  s t a t e  s u p p o r t e d  h i g h e r  
e d u c a t i o n  b e g a n  t o  w eaken  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  a s  e c o n o m ic  
c o n d i t i o n s  im p ro v ed  and  l e a d e r s  i n  i n d u s t r y  b e g a n  t o  show p h i l a n t h r o p i c  
i n t e r e s t s  i n  p r i v a t e  c o l l e g e s .  " C h u rc h  c o l l e g e s  b e g a n  t o  r e c e i v e  m eans 
o f  s u r v i v a l  and  w e re  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  so  p r o n e  t o  o p p o s e  s t a t e  a i d  t o  
s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s . "33  gy 1905 e d u c a t i o n  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  
d e n o m i n a t i o n s  h ad  c e a s e d  t h e i r  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  a l l  men an d  women 
a t t e n d  c h u r c h - r e l a t e d  s c h o o l s .
P age  l e f t  R a l e i g h  i n  1883 . F o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r  A ld e rm a n  and  
M c lv e r  b e g a n  t o  p r e a c h  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  m e ssa g e  t o  t h o u s a n d s  o f  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n i a n s .  S ix  y e a r s  a f t e r  P ag e  s d e p a r t u r e ,  G e o rg e  W in s to n  w as 
named p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  C h a p e l  H i l l ,  and  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
y e a r ,  M c lv e r  w as a c c o r d e d  a  s i m i l a r  h o n o r  a t  t h e  new s c h o o l  f o r  women
^ ^ H a r l a n ,  S e p a r a t e  a n d . U n e q u a l , p .  9 0 .
3 2 g a r l a n ,  p .  118.
3 3 G o b b e ls ,  C h u r c h - S t a t e  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  E d u c a t i o n , p .  205 .
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i n  G r e e n s b o r o .  I n  a n o t h e r  e i g h t  y e a r s  C h a r l e s  A ycock  w as  e l e c t e d  g o v ­
e r n o r .  D u r in g  t h i s  t im e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  e x p e r i e n c e d  m ore r a p i d  g r o w th  
i n  p r o m o t in g  e d u c a t i o n  t h a n  an y  o t h e r  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e .  The c r e d i t  f o r  
t h i s  u n p a r a l l e l e d  p r o g r e s s  c a n n o t  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  an y  one  p e r s o n  b u t  
w as t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  co m b in ed  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  M c l v e r s ,  A ld e r m a n s ,  and  
A y c o c k s ,  and  W a l t e r  H in e s  P ag e  who, a s  a n  e x i l e d  j o u r n a l i s t ,  a t t a i n e d  
p o s i t i o n s  o f  i n f l u e n c e  a s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  F o ru m , A t l a n t i c  M o n t h l y , and  
W o r l d ' s  W o rk , p o p u l a r i z e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  w i d e l y  r e a d  
p e r i o d i c a l s .  He f u r t h e r  a i d e d  t h e i r  c a u s e  b y  o p e n i n g  c o n t a c t s  b e tw e e n  
t h o s e  a t  w o rk  i n  t h e  S o u th  and  n o r t h e r n  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s ,  an d  h e  t o o k  
a d v a n ta g e  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  h i s  home s t a t e  an d  s p e a k .
A d d r e s s  a t  t h e  I n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  W in s to n  
P ag e  d e l i v e r e d  h i s  " a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  I n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  P r e s i d e n t  
G e o rg e  W in s to n "  i n  C h a p e l  H i l l  on O c to b e r  1 4 ,  1 8 9 1 ,  t o  a n  a u d i e n c e  
com posed  o f  f a c u l t y  m em b ers ,  t r u s t e e s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  an d  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .
W in s to n  w as t h e  s e c o n d  man c h o s e n  t o  l e a d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
f o l l o w i n g  i t s  r e o p e n i n g  i n  1876 . H i s  p r e d e c e s s o r  Kemp A. B a t t l e  w as 
t h e  f i r s t  t o  t a k e  up  t h e  t a s k  o f  g u i d i n g  a  s c h o o l  c l o s e d  i n  1868 by  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  s o c i a l  and  ec o n o m ic  p r o b l e m s .  A t t e m p t i n g  t o  
r e b u i l d  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  h e  s t r e s s e d  h i g h  a c a d e m ic  
s t a n d a r d s ,  sound  f i n a n c i a l  m anagem ent an d  s e r v i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  o r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  "A man w i t h  
no e n e m ie s  and  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  make n o n e , "34  he w o rk e d  t o  a p p e a s e  c h u r c h
^^H enry  M c G i l b e r t  W a g s t a f f ,  I m p r e s s i o n s  o f  Men an d  M ovem ents a t  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  ( C h a p e l  H i l l ;  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 0 ) ,  p .  57 .
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l e a d e r s ,  t h e  m o s t  v o c a l  o p p o n e n t s  o f  s t a t e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  h i g h e r  
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  b y  i n v i t i n g  m i n i s t e r s  t o  p r e a c h  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a t  
C h a p e l  H i l l  an d  a w a r d in g  h o n o r a r y  d e g r e e s  t o  p r e s i d e n t s ,  p r o f e s s o r s ,  
f r i e n d s ,  an d  c l e r g y m e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  c o l l e g e s . 35 
When B a t t l e  r e t i r e d ,  G e o rg e  T a y lo e  W in s to n ,  h i s  l o n g - t i m e  
a s s i s t a n t ,  w as t h e  u n an im o u s  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t r u s t e e s  a s  h i s  s u c c e s ­
s o r .  E n e r g e t i c  an d  p o s s e s s i n g  w id e  i n t e r e s t s ,  h e  was a  man much l i k e  
h i s  f r i e n d  P a g e .  A N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  e d u c a t e d  a t  t h e  N a v a l  Academy and  
C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y ,  he s h a r e d  P a g e ' s  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  n e e d s  
o f  h i s  home s t a t e ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  " r e s t e d  u p o n  
a d v a n c e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  among t h e  m a s s e s . "36  S p e a k in g  f r e q u e n t l y  on 
b e h a l f  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  a t t e n d i n g  c o u n t y  t e a c h e r  i n s t i t u t e s  and 
r e f u s i n g  f e e s  f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  summer n o rm a l  s c h o o l ,  he  was 
b ro a d m in d e d  an d  unbound  b y  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  o r  p e t t y  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l -  
i s m .  S i m i l a r  t o  P a g e ,  h e  c h o s e  n o t  t o  d w e l l  on  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t  lo o k e d  
a h e a d  t o  t h e  " r e c r u d e s c e n c e  o f  t h e  S o u t h . "37 I n d i c a t i n g  h i s  i n t e n t  t o  
move b o l d l y  i n  b u i l d i n g  a  m o d ern  u n i v e r s i t y ,  h e  i n v i t e d  P ag e  and  D. C. 
G i lm a n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  i n n o v a t i v e  J o h n s  H o p k in s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t o  s p e a k  a t  
h i s  i n a u g u r a t i o n .  I n  1 8 8 7 ,  two y e a r s  a f t e r  P ag e  s o l d  h i s  n e w sp a p e r  
an d  l e f t  t h e  s t a t e ,  W in s to n  w r o t e ,  "You h a v e  in d e e d  g i v e n  a n  im p e tu s  
t o  t h o u g h t  b y  t h e  C h r o n i c l e , b u t  t h a t  i s  a l l .  T h a t  i m p e t u s  w i l l  l i v e .  
Men c h a n g e  s l o w l y . "38  F o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  h i s  e l e c t i o n
^ ^ G o b b e l ,  C h u r c h - S t a t e  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  E d u c a t i o n , p .  128.
^ ^ W a g s t a f f ,  p .  6 1 .
^ ^ W a g s t a f f ,  p .  5 7 .
^^ G eo rg e  T. W in sco n  t o  VJHP, F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  1 8 8 5 ,  P ag e  MSS.
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a s  t h e  new p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s i g n a l e d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  O ld  N o r th  S t a t e ,  W in s to n  b e l i e v e d  t h e  t im e  was r i g h t  t o  
i n v i t e  P age  home. The p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  e x p a t r i a t e  j o u r n a l i s t  a t  h i s  
i n a u g u r a t i o n  was i n  i t s e l f  a  sym bol o f  p r o g r e s s  and  com m itm ent t o  t h e  
f u t u r e .
P a g e ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  ad d e d  t o  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  h i s  a p p e a r a n c e  
a s  a  s p e a k e r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  As e d i t o r  o f  t h e  F o ru m , a  p ro m in e n t  
New Y o rk  j o u r n a l ,  h e  was r e g a r d e d  a s  a  s u c c e s s f u l  man. More i m p o r t a n t  
t h a n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  p r e s t i g e .  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n s  r e g a r d e d  h im  
a s  a n  o u t s p o k e n  p r o p o n e n t  o f  l i b e r a l  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  A l th o u g h  t h e  
s o n  o f  a n  o l d  an d  r e s p e c t e d  T a r  H e e l  f a m i l y ,  h e  was n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
t h e  Old  S o u th  b u t  w i t h  t h e  New S o u th .  Remembered f o r  h i s  c r u s a d i n g  
e f f o r t s  a s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  C h r o n i c l e , h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  W atauga  
C lu b  and a s  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  Mummy l e t t e r s ,  h e  e p i t o m i z e d  p r o g r e s s i v e  
t h i n k i n g  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  i n d u s t r y  an d  a g r i c u l t u r e .
On t h e  d a y  o f  W i n s t o n ' s  i n a u g u r a t i o n  C o l o n e l  Thomas S. H o l t ,  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A lum ni A s s o c i a t i o n ,  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  t h e  c e r e m o n i e s .
"T he  e x e r c i s e s  w e re  o p en ed  w i t h  p r a y e r  b y  R ev .  D r .  C h a r l e s  E . T a y l o r ,  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  Wake F o r e s t  C o l l e g e ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  c h o i r  
s a n g  'O de t o  t h e  Bell!'"39 P r e c e d i n g  P ag e  t o  t h e  r o s t r u m ,  G ilm an  
d e l i v e r e d  a n  a d d r e s s  w h ic h  was r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  " m o s t  t h o u g h t f u l  and  
f u l l  o f  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  t o  t h e  a m b i t i o u s  s t u d e n t . "^0
^^Kemp A. B a t t l e ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  
C a r o l i n a , I  ( R a l e i g h :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 1 2 ) ,
p p .  4 6 5 -6 6 .
40lbid.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
76
Line o f  R easoning
The i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  a  c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t  i s  a  
s i g n i f i c a n t  t im e  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  A c h a n g e  i n  l e a d e r ­
s h i p  e n c o u r a g e s  a  r e a s s e s s m e n t  o f  v a l u e s ,  g o a l s  and  d i r e c t i o n .  I n  h i s  
c h a r g e  t o  W in s to n  and  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  P a g e  s t a t e d  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  o f  
h i s  s p e e c h :
R en o u n ce  f o r e v e r  s e r v i t u d e  t o  e c c l e s i a s t i c i s m  and p a r t y -  
ism  an d  s e t  o u t  t o  be  t h e  r u l i n g  an d  t h e  s h a p i n g  f o r c e  
among t h e  e n e r g i e s  t h a t  s t i r  t h e  p e o p l e  and  a r e  m ak in g  o f  
o u r  o l d  f i e l d s  a  new e a r t h ,  o f  o u r  s l u m b e r i n g  l a n d  a 
r e s o u n d i n g  w o rk sh o p .
P ag e  f o l l o w e d  a  p r o b l e m - s o l u t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  h i s  
th e m e .  I d e n t i f y i n g  and  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  h e  c o n t e n d e d :  (1 )  N o r th
C a r o l i n i a n s  w e re  a  c a p a b l e  p e o p l e  w hose p o t e n t i a l  was t h e  e q u a l  o f  an y  
o t h e r  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  p e o p l e ,  b u t  t h a t  ( 2 )  c e r t a i n  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  had  h a n d ic a p p e d  t h e i r  d e v e lo p m e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y .  As a  s o l u t i o n  he e m p h a s iz e d  (3 )  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  
e x e r t  a  p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  p e o p l e  a s  t h e y  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a  more 
p r o s p e r o u s  a g e  and  (4 )  o f f e r e d  a  s u g g e s t i o n  f o r  a r o u s i n g  t h e i r  i n t e r ­
e s t  i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  a  s t u d y  on  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s .
In t h i s  ad d ress Page based h is  r e a so n in g  on s e v e r a l  prem ises  
on w hich he and h i s  aud ience were in  agreem ent. He contended th a t  
N orth C a r o lin ia n s  were the h e ir s  o f  a proud h e r ita g e  and were a cap ab le  
p e o p le  w ith  an e x c e l le n t  p o t e n t ia l  fo r  grow th. As su ch , he argued th a t  
ev ery  man should  be a fford ed  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  d eve lop  h i s  a b i l i t i e s .
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Forms o f  Support
S h arin g  h i s  p e r c e p tio n  o f  the v a lu e s  and d ir e c t io n s  th a t  
W inston shou ld  c o n s id e r  as he assumed h is  p o s t  o f  le a d e r s h ip , Page was 
n ot r e q u ired  to  defen d  h i s  o p in io n s . Unhindered by a burden o f  p r o o f , 
he channeled  h i s  e f f o r t s  toward a m p lify in g  and enhancing h is  id e a s  in  
order to  make them more a t t r a c t iv e  to  h is  a u d ien ce . To accom plish  
t h i s  t a s k , he employed a v a r ie t y  o f  exam p les, com p arison s, i l l u s t r a ­
t io n s ,  em o tio n a l a p p e a ls , and c o n n o ta tiv e  lan gu age.
In  sp eak in g  o f  the U n iv e r s it y 's  h e r i t a g e .  Page r e c a l le d  the  
m em ories o f  J . De B. Hooper and Paul Cameron. Of Cameron he 
r em in isc e d :
. . .  o f  a l l  th e  f in e  s ig h t s  o f  en th u siasm  in  th e  world  
th ere  never was a f in e r  than th a t  we saw h ere  fo r  so 
many y e a r s - - u n t i l  j u s t  now--when Mr. P au l Cameron, on 
commencement day r o s e  from h is  s e a t  and v ery  s lo w ly ,  
marched upon t h i s  rostrum , when th e  company began to  
s in g  th e  'Old North S t a t e . '  'G ive me my h a t , '  he s a id ,  
and when some one gave i t  to  him, w ith  a f lu s h  on h is  
ruddy countenance a s  b e a u t if u l  a s  the ro sy  ch eek s o f  
ch ild h ood  and h i s  gray h a ir  f lo w in g , he waved th e  hat 
above h i s  head and c r ie d  o u t: 'Hurrah.'' 'Hurrah.''
You w i l l  never se e  a more spontaneous en th u siasm  than  
t h a t ,  nor a s ig h t  th a t  you w i l l  remember lo n g e r .
Commending W in sto n 's  s u c c e s s o r , Kemp A. B a t t l e ,  Page employed 
a lm ost b i b l i c a l  language in  d e c la r in g  " i t  was he th a t  r e c o n str u c te d  
the U n iv e r s ity  when th e  mad r e v o lu t io n is t s  th a t  d e se c r a te d  i t  were 
d r iv e n  from i t  a s  the money changers were d r iv e n  from the tem p le ."
In s t r e s s in g  the n e g a t iv e  e f f e c t s  o f  an a r i s t o c r a t ic  con cep t  
o f  e d u c a t io n , th e  North C a r o lin ia n  spoke o f  "how g r e a t ly "  he had s u f ­
fered  in  h is  ch ild h ood  when "at our forem ost sc h o o l ( i t  was then j u s t  
over the h i l l  th e re )  . . . the boys ra ted  one an oth er  accord in g  to  the
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m il i t a r y  prom inence o f  t h e ir  fa th e r s  and my fa th e r  was u n th ou gh tfu l a s
n o t to  be even  a c o lo n e l ."
To m agnify the unhappy r e s u l t s  o f  th e  common m an's a c q u ie sc e n c e
t o  the a t t i t u d e  th a t  " ed u ca tio n  i s  a th in g  fo r  a p a r t ic u la r  c la s s ,"  he
compared the average N orth C a r o lin ia n  to  o th e r  men o f  E n g lish  s to c k :
On the h i l l s  a l ik e  o f  the Catawba and o f  the Roanoke a 
hundred y e a r s  ago men fo llo w e d  p low s o f  Homeric fa sh io n  
drawn by b u llo c k s  to  make sh a llo w  furrow s in  l i t t l e  f i e l d s  
o f  new ground to  grow l i t t l e  s to r e s  o f  corn . Today a l ik e  
on th e  h i l l s  o f  the Roanoke and th e  Catawba you may see  
men fo llo w in g  p low s o f  Homeric fa s h io n  drawn by b u llo c k s  
to  make sh a llo w  furrow s in  l i t t l e  f i e l d s  o f  new ground 
(now made new fo r  th e  second tim e) to  grow th e  same l i t t l e  
s to r e s  o f  corn . Meantime t h e ir  c o u s in s ,  men o f  E n g lish  
s to c k , no w h it more cap ab le  than th e y , have brought th ree  
c o n t in e n ts  under t h e ir  sway and the r i s e  o f  s c ie n c e  has 
made new th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  o f  men. Here a lo n e , a l ik e  
on th e  banks o f  the Roanoke and o f  th e  Catawba g r e a t  
change has come n ot and th e  c r ee d s  o f  a cen tu ry  ago have 
n ot flow ed  in to  w ider c h a n n e ls .
In em p hasizing  th e  im pact o f  th e  c o n s tr a in in g  in f lu e n c e s  o f  an 
a r i s t o c r a t i c  s o c ie t y  on a U n iv e r s it y ,  he compared the sc h o o l to  an 
"asylum : "
. . . where th e  son s o f  g e n t le  n atu re  in  a rough-tim e  
m ight b rea th e  th e  a ir  o f  a p r e c ed in g  e ra  and become the  
con tem p oraries o f  t h e ir  g r a n d fa th er s  when t h e ir  grand­
fa th e r s  th em se lv es  were y o u th s; where th ey  s a t  down 
w ith  t h e ir  a n c e s to r s  on th e  ea sy  term s o f  comradeship  
in  y e a r s ,  m anners, d o c tr in e s  and i d e a l s ,  and danced 
(when th e  p rea ch ers  a llow ed  i t )  w ith  t h e ir  own grand­
m others in  t h e ir  m aidenhood.
In a c c e n tu a t in g  the im portance o f  th e  U n iv e r s ity  in  tu rn in g  i t s  
e n e r g ie s  toward se r v in g  the p eop le  o f  th e  s t a t e .  Page compared North  
C a r o lin ia n s  to  a "slum bering p e o p le ” now awakening to  a new age th a t  
was " c a l l in g  in to  a c t i v i t y : "
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. . . a l l  t h e  d o rm a n t  p o w e rs  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  I n  o ld  
f i e l d s  w h e re  t im e  h ad  h a r d l y  sm o o th ed  t h e  f u r r o w s  o f  
s l a v e  plowm en, we h av e  s e e n  g r e a t  f a c t o r i e s  r i s e ;  o u r  
p e o p l e  a r e  b eco m in g  t h e  b u i l d e r s  o f  c i t i e s ,  t h e  l e a d e r s  
o f  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  o f  f o r t u n e s .  We a r e  even  
t o l d ,  o n  good a u t h o r i t y ,  t h a t  w i t h i n  a n  a r e a  t h a t  h a s  
o u r  m o u n ta in s  f o r  i t s  c e n t e r  an d  t h i s  v i l l a g e  on i t s  
o u t s k i r t s ,  t h e  com ing  m a s t e r s  o f  t h e  m a r k e t s  o f  t h e  
w o r l d  w i l l  l i v e  and  w o rk .  So a  new f o r c e  i s  a l r e a d y  
c o m e - - a  f o r c e  t h a t  s e t s  l i t t l e  s t o r e  b y  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
o r  s o c i a l  h a b i t s  and  t h a t  w i l l  so o n  m old  a  p e o p l e  o f  
money m a k e r s  and  t h i s  c h a n g e  b r i n g s  y o u r  c h a n g e .
U r g in g  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  become a  d o m i n a t i n g  f o r c e  a l o n g  s i d e  t h e  " l o v e
o f  g a i n , "  P ag e  u t i l i z e d  t h e  m eth o d  o f  r e s i d u e s  t o  i n s i s t  " i t  i s  t o
y o u ,  an d  t o  you  c h i e f l y ,  in d e e d  t o  y o u  o n l y ,  t h a t  we h av e  t o  l o o k  f o r
t h e  p r o p e r  g u i d a n c e  o f  t h i s  new p o w e r ; "
To t h e  c h u r c h  we c a n n o t  l o o k ,  f o r  s e ld o m  h a s  e c c l e s i a s t i c i s m  
w i s e l y  d i r e c t e d  w e a l t h  t o w a r d s  a  b r o a d  d e v e lo p m e n t .
W h i l e  we a r e  p o o r  we s t a r v e  t h e  c h u r c h  i n t o  m e n d ic a n c y ;  
w hen  we g e t  r i c h  i t  i s  u n r e a s o n a b l e  t o  e x p e c t  i t  t o  show 
i n d e p e n d e n c e .
N e i t h e r  c a n  we l o o k  t o  p o l i t i c s  t o  d i r e c t  o u r  new 
i n d u s t r i a l  e n e r g y .  P o l i t i c s  t o o  c l e a r l y  an d  s u r e l y  
p r o f i t s  b y  w e a l t h  and  e v e n  b y  t h e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  o f  w e a l t h  
f o r  u s  t o  e x p e c t  t h e  w i s e s t  t r a i n i n g  o f  i t .  S o ,  t o o ,  o f  
t h e  p r e s s .
T h u s ,  P ag e  em ployed  c o m p a r i s o n s  an d  c o n t r a s t s  t o  m a g n i fy  t h e  
d i s p a r i t y  b e tw e e n  t h e  r e a l i z e d  p o t e n t i a l  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n s  and  
o t h e r  E n g l i s h m e n ,  and  t h e  r a p i d  an d  d a n g e r o u s  e n t r y  o f  a n  u n e d u c a t e d  
p e o p l e  i n t o  a  m o d ern  a g e .
A d v i s i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  show t h e m s e l v e s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h o s e  
t h i n g s  i n  w h ic h  t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t e r e s t e d , "  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  
t h e  Forum  p r e s e n t e d  a  d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  a p p r o a c h  and  im p o r ­
t a n c e  o f  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  o f  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ;
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
80
I f  a  com pany o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  o r  t h i r t y  e n e r g e t i c  y o u n g  
men w e re  t o  go f o r t h ,  one  i n  one  com m unity  and  o n e  i n  
a n o t h e r ,  e v e r y  one e q u ip p e d  w i t h  a  s e t  o f  i n q u i r i e s  
u p o n  w h ic h  t h e y  h a d  a g r e e d  i n  a d v a n c e ,  and w e re  t o  
g a t h e r  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e s e  i n q u i r i e s  by t h e i r  own i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n ,  and  t h e n  i f  t h i s  w h o le  m ass  o f  f a c t s  w e re  b r o u g h t  
t o g e t h e r  and  p r o p e r l y  c l a s s i f i e d  and  p r o p e r l y  i n t e r ­
p r e t e d ,  I  s a y  t h a t  y o u  w o u ld  h a v e  a  p i e c e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  
o n  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s u b j e c t  i n  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  t h a t  w o u ld  be  
r e a d  and  w elcom ed  e v e ry w h e r e  t h a t  s t u d i o u s  men l i v e .
E l a b o r a t i n g  u p o n  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  s u c h  a  s t u d y  he  s a i d :
B u t  t h e  m a in  p o i n t  i s  n o t  s im p ly  t h a t  you  w ou ld  h a v e  
a c h i e v e d  s o m e th in g  w o r t h  t h e  d o i n g  and t h a t  y ou  w o u ld  
b e  d o i n g  good t r a i n i n g  w o rk  a l s o ,  b u t  m ore i m p o r t a n t  
t h a n  t h e s e  i s  t h i s :  t h a t  by  s u c h  w ork  you w ou ld  b e  s u r e
t o  a r o u s e  e v e r y  man who e v e r  t h i n k s , f ro m  one en d  o f  t h e  
S ^ a t e  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  i n  y o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n  and  i n  y o u r  w o rk ;
I n  a d d i t i o n  P ag e  a s s u r e d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  "b y  c r e a t i n g  a  u n i t y  
o f  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  a im s  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e "  t h e  d a y  w ould  come "w hen ( t h e i r )  
P r e s i d e n t  w o u ld  n o t  h av e  t o  w a i t  on  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  s e c u r e  an  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  l a r g e  en o u g h  t o  m e e t  y o u r  e x p e n s e s . "
I n  t h e  W in s to n  a d d r e s s  P ag e  u t i l i z e d  a p p e a l s  t o  m o t i v e s  o f  s e l f ­
e s t e e m ,  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  an d  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  t o  d r a m a t i z e  h i s  prem ­
i s e s  t h a t  S o u t h e r n e r s  a r e  t h e  h e i r s  o f  p ro u d  h e r i t a g e ,  t h a t  a l l  men a r e
e n t i t l e d  t o  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  im p ro v e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h a t  t h e  S o u th  i s  an
a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y ,  and  t h a t  t h e  r a c e s  a r e  n o t  s o c i a l  e q u a l s .
An a p p e a l  t o  s e l f - e s t e e m  i s  d i r e c t e d  to w ard  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  o r  
a  p e o p l e ' s  s e n s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  w o r t h  o r  p r i d e .  I n  C h a p e l  H i l l ,  P ag e  
t r e a t e d  t h e  p a s t  w i t h  r e s p e c t .  C o g n i z a n t  o f  s o u t h e r n  o p i n i o n ,  
h e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  w h i l e  h e  u r g e d  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  t o  " r e n o u n c e  f o r e v e r  s e r ­
v i t u d e "  t o  h i n d e r i n g  t r a d i t i o n ,  a  b l a n k e t  c o n d e m n a t io n  o f  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e  i n d i v i d u a l s  an d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  a n t e b e l l u m  S o u th  c o u l d  h a v e  
a l i e n a t e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e .  I n s t e a d ,  h e  p r a i s e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  a s  t h e  h e i r s
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o f  a  l o n g  l i n e  o f  g r e a t  men a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a  U n i v e r s i t y  " d e e p - r o o t e d  
i n  t h e  p a s t  an d  c l o t h e d  w i t h  o u r  b e s t  t r a d i t i o n s . ” I n v o k i n g  m em o ries  
o f  men a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l ,  h e  p o i n t e d  t o  r e v e r e d  f i g u r e s :
J .  De B. H o o p e r ,  m u c h - lo v e d  p r o f e s s o r  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and P a u l  Cam eron, 
f o r m e r  g o v e r n o r  and  t r u s t e e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  b o t h  o f  whom had  d i e d  
s h o r t l y  b e f o r e .  I n  r e m e m b e r in g  t h e s e  men, h e  r e c a l l e d  " a n  a i r  l a d e n  
w i t h  t h e  p e r fu m e  o f  a  p e r f e c t  c u l t u r e  o f  i t s  k i n d , "  and  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  
" I t  w o u ld  be  a  p l e a s u r e  t o d a y  t o  a s s u r e  them  t h a t  t h e i r  memory i s  h e l d  
d e a r  an d  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r s  s h a l l  g u i d e  u s  and  t h e i r  m an n e rs  s h a l l  be  
o u r  m a n n e r s  i n  t h e  b r o a d e r  way t h a t  o p en s  t o  u s . "
S p e a k in g  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n s  i n  g e n e r a l .  P ag e  commended t h e  
p e o p l e  a s  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  s t u r d y  A n g lo -S a x o n  s t o c k .  L a u d in g  th e  
" c a p a c i t y "  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  y e o m a n ry ,  he r e c a l l e d  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  c o n d u c t  
i n  t h e  C i v i l  War w hen  t h e y  "w en t  f o r t h  sh o w in g  e n d u r a n c e  and  c o u r a g e  
w hen  i t  was f o l l y  t o  b e  b r a v e . "  C o n t in u i n g  t o  s t i r  t h e  a u d i e n c e ' s  
c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  T a r  H e e l ,  he  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  
t h e  p e o p l e  had  n o t  l o s t  t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  f o r  g ro w th  d e s p i t e  " h i n d e r i n g  
t r a d i t i o n "  w h ich  s u p p r e s s e d  t h e i r  i n i t i a t i v e .  T h i s  f a c t  i n  i t s e l f ,  he 
e m p h a s i z e d ,  was a  " t r i b u t e "  t o  t h e  " f i b r e  o f  o u r  s t o c k . "
An a p p e a l  t o  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  o r  
a  p e o p l e ' s  n eed  f o r  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  d i s c o v e r  an d  d e v e l o p  h i s  own p o t e n ­
t i a l  t o  i t s  f u l l  e x t e n t .  P ag e  u t i l i z e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e ' s  a w a re n e s s  o f  
t h i s  m o t iv e  by  d e p i c t i n g  how t h e  o p p r e s s i v e  n a t u r e  o f  a  s o c i e t y  
t h w a r t s  t h e  g ro w th  o f  i t s  p e o p l e .
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P ag e  a s s e r t e d  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  s l a v e r y ,  t h e  
c h u r c h ,  and  " t h e  l o n g  b e a r d s "  t o  whom t h e  " p u b l i c  s e r v a n t  p a i d  t h e  homage 
o f  s u r r e n d e r , "  h ad  f o r g e d  a n  a r i s t o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y  an d  was r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  " e d u c a t i o n  i s  a  t h i n g  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s "  
w i t h  t h e  end  r e s u l t  o f  k e e p i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  " i n  t h e  c r u d e  s t a t e  o f  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  p r e c e d i n g  c e n t u r y . "  He i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
i t s e l f  h ad  n o t  b e e n  " s p a r e d "  f ro m  t h e s e  s t a g n a t i n g  i n f l u e n c e s .  I n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  he sp o k e  o f  t h e  pow er o f  t h e  " p i o n e e r  c h u r c h  t h a t  h a r d e n e d  
i t s  e m o t i o n a l  c r e e d  i n t o  a n  a d m a n t in e  i n t o l e r a n c e  w h ic h  f a s h i o n e d  f o r  
d o c i l e  n e c k s  t h e  y o k e  o f  p e t t y  e c c l e s i a s t i c i s m , "  and  "w hose h a l t e r  
s p a r e d  n o t  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  i t s e l f  . . . ”  The fo r m e r  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  
C h r o n i c l e  w as a l s o  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  m a n i ­
f e s t e d  i t s e l f  a t  p r i v a t e  a c a d e m ie s  w h e re  l e a r n i n g  s u f f e r e d  a s  " b o y s  
r a t e d  one a n o t h e r  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p r o m in e n c e  o f  t h e i r  
f a t h e r s ”  and  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  whose d o o r s  w e r e  o p en  t o  o n l y  a  s e l e c t  
f e w ,  " t h e  s o n s  o f  g e n t l e  n a t u r e . "
P ag e  em p lo y ed  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  m o t iv e  i n  h i s  s p e e c h  a t  C h a p e l  
H i l l ,  t h a t  o f  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n .  A p p e a l s  t o  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  i n  
t e r m s  o f  a  s o c i e t y ,  a r e  d i r e c t e d  to w ard  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  s e n s e  o f  s e c u r ­
i t y  o f  v a l u e s .  P ag e  u t i l i z e d  t h i s  m o t iv e  i n  a l l u d i n g  t o  two p o t e n t i a l  
t h r e a t s  t o  s o u t h e r n  s o c i e t y :  t h e  c o r r u p t i n g  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a n  i n d u s ­
t r i a l  s o c i e t y  and  t h e  f e a r  o f  n e g r o  d o m i n a t i o n .
C o n f i r m in g  t h e  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o g r e s s  an d  new 
w e a l t h  i n  t h e  a g r a r i a n  S o u th ,  P ag e  a s k e d  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n ,
"W hat i s  t h e  p r o p e r  m e a s u re  o f  t h i s  new a w a k e n in g ? "  He a n s w e re d  i t  w as
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" n o t  t h e  m e a s u r e  o f  w e a l t h  p ro d u c e d  . . . n o r  e v e r  i s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  
i n d u s t r i a l  l i f e  t h e  sum t o t a l  o f  i t s  c o n c r e t e  p r o d u c t ,  b u t  o n l y  and  
a lw a y s  t h e  sum t o t a l  o f  i t s  m a n h o o d ."  M a g n i f y in g  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  
m i s g u id e d  w e a l t h ,  h e  a s k e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  l o o k  a r o u n d  and  s e e  t h e  
" d u l l i n g  t o u c h  o f  money g e t t i n g "  b l u n t i n g  m a n 's  g e n e r o s i t y ,  an d  t h e  
" l o s s  o f  t h a t  v i r i l e  an d  p r o d i g a l  n o b i l i t y  o f  s p i r i t  t h a t  made t h e  
' o l d  S o u t h e r n  g e n t l e m a n '  b e f o r e  he  becam e g r o t e s q u e ,  t h e  m o s t  e r e c t  man 
we h a v e  e v e r  b r e d . "  Men " s m i t t e n  by  p r o s p e r i t y "  an d  u n to u c h e d  by  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  " s p e c t a c l e  o f  a  g i l d e d  an d  r a n c i d  s e l f -  
r i g h t e o u s n e s s . "  He s t r e s s e d  t h a t  N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n s  n e e d  n o t  f e a r  
w e a l t h  i t s e l f ,  b u t  t h e  " g o v e r n i n g  h a b i t  o f  m i n d , "  a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  
among th em , " t h a t  p u t s  a  p e c u n i a r y  v a l u e  o n  a l l  t h i n g s . "  I n  r e s p o n s e  
t o  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  new p r o s p e r i t y  o n  " t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  o f  t h e  
f u t u r e , "  h e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  r e c o g n i z e  an d  a ssu m e  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  g u i d i n g  h im , t h u s  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
s o u t h e r n  s o c i e t y .
I n  a d v o c a t i n g  a  s t u d y  t o  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  by  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  on 
" t h e  o u tco m e  o f  t h e  l i v i n g  and  w o r k in g  t o g e t h e r  o f  t h e  two r a c e s , "  P ag e  
a l l u d e d  t o  t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  t h e  n e g r o  w as  n o t  t h e  w h i t e  m a n 's  e q u a l .  
S u c h  a n  i n q u i r y ,  h e  p r e d i c t e d ,  w o u ld  a r o u s e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  
p e o p l e  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  C h ap e l  H i l l .  I f  t h e  s c h o o l  w o u ld  s h a r e  t h e  
c o n c e r n s  o f  t h o s e  who w o n d e r  " w h e th e r  t h e  n e g r o  w i l l  a lw a y s  b e  t h e  
n e g r o  t h a t  h e  i s , "  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h e  a v e r a g e  man "w o u ld  h av e  a  p r o f o u n d  
r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ” and  i t  " m ig h t  o c c u r  t o  h im  t h a t  i t  m ig h t  
b e n e f i t  h i s  s o n . " I n  m ak in g  t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  P ag e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  g o a l  o f  
m a i n t a i n i n g  a  w h i t e  s u p r e m i s t  s o c i e t y  a s  a  m eans o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  common
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g ro u n d  b e tw e e n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  and  t h e  p e o p l e .
I n  t h e  W in s to n  a d d r e s s .  P a g e ' s  s e l e c t i o n  and a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  
l a n g u a g e  was i n d i c a t i v e  o f  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  ev o k e  im ag es  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  
o f  a  p l a i n  s t y l e  e m p h a s i z in g  common w o rd s  an d  e x p r e s s i o n s .  T h u s ,  th e  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  r e l i e d  u p o n  m e ta p h o r s  and  a x io m s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  exam­
i n a t i o n  r e v e a l s  h i s  c o n c e r n  f o r  o r a l  s t y l e .
P a g e ' s  c h o i c e  o f  w o rd s  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  t h e  i n a u g u r a l  
o c c a s i o n  and  e x u d e d  a  s e n s e  o f  o p t im is m  i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  
f u t u r e  u n d e r  W i n s t o n ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ­
e l e c t ,  P age  s p o k e  o f  t h e  " l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h i s  v e n e r a t e d  i n s t i t u t i o n "  a s  
a  " h i g h  t r u s t "  and  a  " h i g h  o p p o r t u n i t y . "  S y m b o l i z in g  t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  
a s  a  " c h r i s t e n i n g "  an d  " t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a w a k e n in g  o f  t h e  p e o p l e , "  he 
a p p la u d e d  " a  d a y  o f  b r o a d e n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y , "  " t h e  q u i c k e n e d  s t e p  o f  a  
new e r a , "  l i f e  s w in g in g  " f o r w a r d  i n t o  a  new d a y , "  " o l d  t im e s  b lo s s o m ­
i n g  i n t o  n e w ,"  an d  " e n e r g y  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e . "  He e n v i s i o n e d  t h e  s c h o o l  
a t  C h ap e l  H i l l  f u l f i l l i n g  i t s  d u t y  a s  " t h e  p e o p l e ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n , "  
f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  a  " r u l i n g "  an d  " s h a p i n g  f o r c e "  i n  m ak in g  " o f  o u r  o l d  
f i e l d s  a  new e a r t h . "
A l th o u g h  h e  d i d  n o t  s t o o p  t o  n a m e - c a l l i n g .  P ag e  u r g e d  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  t o  " s e t t l e  a l l  m o r t g a g e s "  and  " r e n o u n c e  s e r v i t u d e  f o r e v e r "  
t o  t h e  c l a s s e s  w h ic h  e n c o u r a g e d  i n e r t i a .  As s u c h ,  h e  v o i c e d  h i s  d i s ­
p l e a s u r e  w i t h  t h o s e  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  " c h a i n e d "  t h e  p e o p l e  and  " s u p p r e s s e d  
i n d i v i d u a l  e f f o r t . "  The e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Forum em ployed  lo a d e d  l a n g u a g e  
i n  c o n t r a s t i n g  t h o s e  who " l o o k  f o r w a r d "  w i t h  t h o s e  w hose " d a y  i s  
d o n e . "  T hose  who " l i v e  o n  h o p e "  s t o o d  on t h e  s i d e  o f  " c o u r a g e , "  
" t r u t h , "  " v i c t o r y , "  an d  " G o d ."  He c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h o s e  t h a t  l i v e  on
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" m e m o r ie s "  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  " c o m p r o m is e , "  " m e n d ic a n t  t r a d i t i o n s , "  
" n a r r o w  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  p r e j u d i c e , "  an d  " c o l o s s a l  i n e r t i a . "
P a g e  em ployed  e p ig r a m s  t o  c r e a t e  a t t r a c t i v e ,  q u o t a b l e  p h r a s e s .  
R e f e r r i n g  t o  a  " s a c r e d  t r u t h , ”  t h e  o r a t o r  d e c l a r e d  " t h e  r a c e  f o r  
w e a l t h  l e a v e s  t h e  r u n n e r s  e x h a u s t e d ;  and  men g e t  p u n i e r  a s  t h e y  grow  
r i c h e r . "  I n  s p e a k in g  o f  t h e  " h i g h  t r a d i t i o n s "  o f  th e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  he  
n o t e d  t h a t  " a  t r u e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  c h a r a c t e r  i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  r i c h e s . "
The a d d r e s s  a t  W i n s t o n ' s  i n a u g u r a t i o n  i s  a l s o  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  
t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  c o n c e r n  f o r  a n  o r a l  s t y l e .  As s u c h ,  Page  u s e d  e x p r e s ­
s i o n s  l i k e  " l o o k  w i t h  me f o r  a  moment . . . and  we s h a l l  s e e , "  " I
p r a y  y o u  r e m e m b e r , "  and "Would i t  seem  t o  y ou  to o  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  . . . "  
H i s  a w a r e n e s s  o f  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  i s  f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e d  i n  h i s  c o n c l u d i n g  
r e m a r k s  w h e re  he  b o t h  su m m arized  an d  r e d e f i n e d  t h e  m a in  t h o u g h t s  o f  h i s  
s p e e c h :
So t h a t  when I  s a i d  y o u  a r e  h ap p y  i n  h a v in g  a  c l e a r  d u t y  
b e f o r e  y o u ,  I  m e a n t  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  n o t  t o  f a c e  t h e  p e r p l e x ­
i n g  q u e s t i o n s  o f  a  c o m p lex  c u l t u r e ,  b u t  a  s im p le  and
p r i m a r y  t a s k ,  f u n d a m e n t a l ,  s e c o n d a r y  t o  n o n e ,  and  m ore
u s e f u l  t h a n  m ere a c a d e m ic  t a s k ,  and  when I  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  
c l e a r  d u t y  l e a d s  t o  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  I  m ean t  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  d o i n g  t h e  n o b l e s t  and  h i g h e s t  d e m o c r a t i c  
w o rk ,  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a w a k e n in g  o f  t h e  w h o le  p e o p l e  
w hose t r a d i t i o n s  yo u  h a v e  p e r p e t u a t e d  and  whose l o v e  you 
h o l d - - a  t a s k  t h a t  ow ing  t o  t h e  p e c u l i a r  s t a t e  o f  t h e i r  
d e v e lo p m e n t  and  t h e  p e c u l i a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  h i n d e r i n g ,  
a l l  t h e  w o r ld  w i l l  w a tc h  w i t h  i n t e r e s t ;  and  t h a t  t h e  
b u i l d e r s  o f  com m onw ealths  w e l l  m ig h t  en v y  you .
The N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n ' s  c l e a r  and  f a m i l i a r  s t y l e  s e r v e d  t o
a m p l i f y  and  e n h a n c e  h i s  r e a s o n i n g  i n  t h e  W in s to n  a d d r e s s .
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A s s e s s m e n t
The i m p r e s s i o n  P a g e ' s  o r a t i o n  a t  t h e  i n a u g u r a l  ce rem o n y  made on 
H o ra c e  W i l l i a m s ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  p r o f e s s o r  o f  p h i l o s o p h y ,  i s  i n t e r e s t ­
i n g .  U n l i k e  o t h e r  s p e e c h e s  on  s i m i l a r  o c c a s i o n s ,  W i l l i a m s  was amazed 
a t  t h e  "new and s t r a n g e  d o c t r i n e ,  com ing  fro m  a  S o u t h e r n  c o l l e g e  
c h a p e l .  In d e e d  i t  was s t a r t l i n g !  H i t h e r t o  s u c h  a d d r e s s e s  had  won p o p ­
u l a r  f a v o r  by  t h e  p r o p o g a t i o n  o f  p l a t i t u d e s ,  by  t h e  s a y i n g  o f  u n d i s ­
p u t e d  t h i n g s  i n  a  so lem n  w ay , . . . P a g e ' s  a d d r e s s  w as a  d e p a r t u r e . "^1
P a g e ' s  s p e e c h  was u n u s u a l  b e c a u s e  i n  i t  t h e  s p e a k e r  u rg e d  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  and h e r  new p r e s i d e n t  t o  " s e t t l e  a l l  m o r tg a g e s  to d a y  t h a t  
a l l  c l a s s e s  and s e c t i o n s  o f  s o c i e t y  h av e  on y o u , "  and  s e v e r  a l l  t i e s  t o  
r e s t r i c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n s .  C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  c o n c e p t  o f  s o c i ­
e t y  and  e d u c a t i o n ,  he d e c l a r e d  t h e  s c h o o l  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n  
e x i s t i n g  t o  s e r v e  th e  n e e d s  o f  a l l  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .
E m p lo y in g  e x a m p le s ,  c o m p a r i s o n s ,  a n  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  and  f o c u s i n g  
on  m o t i v e s  o f  s e l f - e s t e e m ,  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  and  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  
e x p r e s s e d  i n  a  c l e a r  and  d i r e c t  s t y l e .  P ag e  d e v e lo p e d  h i s  r e a s o n i n g  
f ro m  s e v e r a l  p r e m i s e s  he h e l d  i n  common w i t h  h i s  a u d i e n c e .  Among t h e s e  
w e re  t h e i r  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n s ,  t h e i r  
b e l i e f  i n  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a l l  m en, t h e i r  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  need  
t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  a n  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y ,  and  t h e i r  a w a re n e s s  o f  
t h e  i n e q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  r a c e s .
P a g e ' s  a d d r e s s  w as c o n s i d e r e d  " s o  a b l e  t h a t  i t  was s o u g h t  and 
o b t a i n e d  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n . "42  The o r a t i o n  h ad  a n  i n f l u e n c e  upon  t h e
4 ^ R o b e r t  W a tso n  W in s to n ,  H o ra c e  W i l l i a m s :  G a d f l y  o f  C h ap e l  H i l l
(C h a p e l  H i l l :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 2 ) ,  p .  67
42 B a t t l e ,  p .  4 6 6 .
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s t u d e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  a  s t a t e - w i d e  s t u d y  on r a c e  
r e l a t i o n s .  The e d i t o r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  M ag a z in e  n o t e d  " w i t h  p l e a s u r e ,  
t h a t  t h e  S o c i e t i e s  h a v e  b e g u n  t o  t a k e  t h e  m a t t e r  i n  h a n d ,  h a v i n g  
a p p o i n t e d  a  c o m m it te e  t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  t h e  f a c u l t y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  
f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  Mr. P a g e ' s  s u g g e s t i o n . "  S h a r i n g  P a g e ' s  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  
t h e  p r o j e c t ,  t h e  e d i t o r  c l a i m e d  t h a t  i n  "no way c o u l d  t h e  U. o f  N.C. 
b e  b e t t e r  b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h a n  by
t h i s . "43
F iv e  y e a r s  l a t e r  Edward A ld e rm a n  was a p p o i n t e d  t o  s u c c e e d
W i n s to n  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  Upon a s s u m in g  h i s  new p o s i t i o n ,  A ld e rm an
w r o t e  P ag e  r e c a l l i n g  " w i t h  s i n c e r e  p l e a s u r e "  h i s  t h o u g h t f u l  and
i n s p i r i n g  a d d r e s s "  a t  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ' s  i n a u g u r a t i o n ;
I n d e e d ,  i t  i s  n o t  t o o  much t o  s a y  t h a t  t h a t  s h o r t  
s p e e c h  w i t h  i t s  n o t e  o f  f r e e d o m  and t o l e r a n c e  and  
sy m p a th y ,  an d  i t s  p l e a  f o r  common s e n s e  i n  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  h a s  g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  o u r  
own l i f e .  I  h a v e  s u c h  f a i t h  i n  y o u r  f e a r l e s s n e s s  
and  v i g o r  o f  m in d ,  t h a t  I  e a r n e s t l y  t r u s t  y o u  c a n  
f i n d  t im e  t o  d r o p  me a  few s u g g e s t i o n s  a s  t o  t h e  
a im s ,  i d e a l s ,  an d  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y . 44
A l d e r m a n 's  s p e e c h  a t  h i s  own i n a u g u r a t i o n  e c h o e d  P a g e ' s  a d d r e s s :  "The
U n i v e r s i t y  . . .  i s  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  s c h o o l .  H er  w a tc h w o rd  an d  h e r  g r a v e n
m o t t o  s h a l l  b e  c r e a t i v e  e n e r g y ,  e n l i g h t e n e d  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  and
u n t ra m m e le d  m an h o o d ."45
^ ^ The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  M a g a z in e . X I ,  P a g e  MSS.
44
Edward A ld e rm a n  t o  WHP, A u g u s t  8 ,  1896 , P ag e  MSS.
45
W a g s t a f f ,  I m p r e s s i o n s  o f  Men and  M o v em en ts , p .  75 .
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"The F o r g o t t e n  Man"
On May 1 9 ,  1897 P ag e  d e l i v e r e d  h i s  a d d r e s s  "T he F o r g o t t e n  Man" 
a t  t h e  a n n u a l  commencement e x e r c i s e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  N orm al and  
I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  f o r  w h i t e  women i n  G r e e n s b o r o  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  i t s  
p r e s i d e n t  C h a r l e s  D uncan  M c lv e r .  The a u d i e n c e  w as  com posed o f  t h e  
f o u r - h u n d r e d  y o u n g  l a d i e s  o f  t h e  Normal S c h o o l  " r e p r e s e n t i n g  n e a r l y  
e v e r y  nook an d  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  S t a t e , "^ 6  mem bers o f  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e  
f a c u l t y ,  t r u s t e e s ,  and  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  A l s o  p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  
o c c a s i o n  w e re  G o v e rn o r  R u s s e l l ,  J .L .M .  C u r r y ,  a g e n t  f o r  t h e  P eab o d y  
an d  t h e  J o h n  P . S l a t e r  f u n d s ,  Edw ard A ld e rm a n ,  W i n s t o n ' s  s u c c e s s o r  a s  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  an d  J o s e p h u s  D a n i e l s ,  
e d i t o r  o f  t h e  R a l e i g h  News an d  O b s e r v e r .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  d u t i e s  a s  t h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
N orm al and  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l ,  M c lv e r  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p l a y  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  
i n  p r o m o t in g  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  o f  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  I n  
1897 e d u c a t o r s  w e re  p r e p a r i n g  c a m p a ig n s  i n  e v e r y  to w n s h ip  w h e re  t h e r e  
w as  no l o c a l  t a x  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  h o p e s  o f  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e s e  to w n s h ip s  
t o  s u p p o r t  l o c a l  s c h o o l  l e v i e s  s c h e d u le d  t o  go b e f o r e  t h e  v o t e r s  i n
A u g u s t .  B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  "no  p e o p l e  on  t h e  e a r t h  c o u l d  h av e  e v e r  become
a n  e d u c a t e d  p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  a  l o c a l  t a x  f o r  s c h o o l  p u r p o s e s , M c l v e r  
a s k e d  P age  t o  d e l i v e r  a n  a d d r e s s  e m p h a s i z in g  " w h a t  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  h a s  
m i s s e d  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  i l l i t e r a c y  and  l a c k  o f  t r a i n i n g ,  and  w h a t  s h e  now 
h a s  i n  s i g h t  t o  g a i n  b y  a d o p t i n g  a  l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  p o l i c y  r e c o g n i z i n g  
^ ^ C h a r l e s  D u n can  M c lv e r  t o  WHP, A p r i l  2 7 ,  1 8 9 7 ,  P age  MSS.
^ ^ C h a r l e s  D u n can  M c lv e r  t o  WHP, A p r i l  1 5 ,  1 8 9 7 ,  Page  MSS.
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t h e  e q u a l i t y  o f  human r i g h t s  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u l t u r e . "
He b e l i e v e d  s u c h  a n  a d d r e s s  "w o u ld  d o  m ore  good t o  t h e  S t a t e  . . . t h a n  
a n y  t h a t  c o u l d  be  m ad e ."^®  S u g g e s t i n g  "The C o s t  o f  I g n o r a n c e "  a s  t h e  
t i t l e  f o r  t h e  a d d r e s s ,  h e  w a n te d  P a g e  t o  "make t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  
s e e  t h a t  i t  c a n  n e v e r  b e  a n  e d u c a t e d  and  p r o s p e r o u s  s t a t e  s o  l o n g  a s  i t  
r e f u s e s  t o  a d o p t  t h e  o n l y  m eth o d  w h ic h  h a s  e v e r  r e s u l t e d  i n  g e n e r a l  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  an y  o t h e r  s t a t e ;  n am ely  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  l o c a l  
t a x a t i o n .
M c lv e r  f o r w a r d e d  c o p i e s  o f  o l d  T e a c h e r  I n s t i t u t e  r e p o r t s  and  
a n  a r t i c l e  o f  h i s  own t o  h e l p  P a g e  i n  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  s p e e c h .  He a l s o  
r e q u e s t e d  t h e  l a t e s t  r e p o r t s  f ro m  t h e  S t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  an d  t h e  
C om m iss ion  o f  L a b o r  S t a t i s t i c s  b e  s e n t  t o  h i s  f r i e n d .  P ag e  a s k e d  
J o s e p h u s  D a n i e l s  f o r  a n y  h e l p f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  he  m ig h t  h av e  t o  o f f e r .  
D a n i e l s  r e s p o n d e d  by s e n d i n g  " t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f
P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n . "5 0
I n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  "The F o r g o t t e n  Man" L o u i s  C a m p b e l l  n o t e d  
t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  P a g e ' s  a u d i e n c e  w e re  women and  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  t h e  
s p e a k e r  t o o k  " s p e c i a l  p a i n  t o  m e n t i o n  ' t h e  f o r g o t t e n  w o m a n . ' " 5 1  How­
e v e r ,  i n  d e l i v e r i n g  t h e  k e y n o t e  a d d r e s s  i n  a n  e d u c a t i o n  c a m p a ig n .  P age  
s p o k e  t o  t h r e e  a u d i e n c e s ;  t h o s e  p r e s e n t ,  t h o s e  l i v i n g  i n  a r e a s  w h ic h  
w o u ld  be  v o t i n g  on  t h e  s c h o o l  l e v i e s ,  an d  o t h e r  sp o k esm en  who w o u ld  be
4Gl b i d .
^ ^ C h a r l e s  D uncan  M c lv e r  t o  WHP, A p r i l  2 7 ,  1897 .
^ ^ J o s e p h u s  D a n i e l s  t o  WHP, A p r i l  2 1 ,  18 9 7 ,  P age  MSS.
^ ^ L o u is  J e t e r  C a m p b e l l ,  " W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e :  A R h e t o r i c a l
A n a l y s i s  o f  F iv e  E p i d e i c t i c  S p e e c h e s "  ( M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  107 .
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c a n v a s s i n g  t h e  s t a t e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  Women c o u l d  n o t  v o t e ,  and  
t o  h a v e  f o c u s e d  e n t i r e l y  on  " t h e  f o r g o t t e n  women" w o u ld  h av e  l i m i t e d  
t h e  s p e e c h .  I f  t h e  n e g ro  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  b o t to m  r a i l  i n  s o u t h e r n  
s o c i e t y ,  t h e  w h i t e  f e m a le  o c c u p ie d  a  p o s i t i o n  j u s t  a b o v e  h im . Y e t  
t h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  P ag e  b e l i t t l e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e d u c a t i n g  
women, f o r  h e  a s c r i b e d  t o  M c l v e r ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  "when a  man i s  e d u c a t e d  
i t  i s  s im p ly  one  more t a k e n  f ro m  t h e  l i s t s  i f  i g n o r a n c e ,  b u t  i n  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n  o f  a  woman t h e  w h o le  f a m i l y  i s  t a u g h t ,  f o r  sh e  w i l l  p a s s  on  
w h a t  sh e  h a s  l e a r n e d  t o  h e r  c h i l d r e n . "52
In the in te r v e n in g  years  s in c e  h i s  address  i n  Chapel H i l l ,  Page 
had l e f t  New York and th e  Forum and moved to  Cambridge, M a ssa c h u se t ts ,  
to  assume the e d i t o r i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  the A t l a n t i c  M onthly.
North C a r o l in ia n s  were j u s t i f i a b l y  proud o f  him, as he was the  f i r s t  
Southerner  to  ho ld  t h i s  p r e s t i g i o u s  p o s i t i o n .
W h ile  P ag e  had  v i s i t e d  h i s  o l d  home o n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  and 
k e p t  up  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  f r i e n d s ,  he h a d  n o t  b e e n  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  
s p o t l i g h t  i n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  s i n c e  h i s  s p e e c h  i n  1891 . A f t e r  s i x  y e a r s ,  
w i t h  h i s  h a v i n g  r e a c h e d  w h a t  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  t h e  z e n i t h  o f  h i s  j o u r n a l ­
i s t i c  c a r e e r ,  t h e  an n o u n c e m e n t  t h a t  W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  
A t l a n t i c  M o n th ly , w o u ld  d e l i v e r  t h e  commencement a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  S t a t e  
N orm al S c h o o l  a r o u s e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t .
L ine o f  Reasoning
C a l l in g  fo r  a new day in  e d u c a t io n .  Page deve lop ed  h i s  address  
around the p r o p o s i t io n  th a t  the time had come for  the  peop le  o f
North C arolina:
52 Page, "Mclver: A Leader o f  the  P e o p le ."
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. . .  t o  a c c e p t  o u r  own c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h o u t  i l l u s i o n s ,
t o  f a c e  o u r  own p ro b le m s  l i k e  men, and  when n e c e s s a r y
w i t h  a l l  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t o  l i f t  d e a d  m e n 's  h an d s  
from  o u r  l i f e .
S i m i l a r  t o  h i s  W i n s to n  a d d r e s s .  P ag e  u t i l i z e d  a  p ro b le m -  
s o l u t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  " t h e  F o r g o t t e n  M an ,"  e x a m in in g :  (1 )  t h e
im p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  common man i n  s o c i e t y ,  (2 )  t h e  f o r c e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  h i s  a r r e s t e d  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  (3 )  and  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e i r  c o n s t r a i n ­
i n g  i n f l u e n c e  on e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r e s s .  Thus h e  a s s e r t e d  (4 )  t h e  t im e  
h ad  come to  l o o k  t o  new l e a d e r s h i p  f a v o r i n g  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  l o c a l  s u p ­
p o r t  f o r  s c h o o l s .
I n  G re e n s b o ro  t o  o p en  a  cam p a ig n  s u p p o r t i n g  l o c a l l y  fu n d e d  
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  P ag e  b a s e d  h i s  a rg u m e n ts  on two p r e m i s e s :  t h a t
N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n s  a r e  a  c a p a b l e  p e o p l e  and  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f
d em o cracy  a p p l y  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y .  He s o u g h t  t o  a r o u s e  t h e  
c i t i z e n s  from  t h e i r  l e t h a r g y  by  e m p h a s iz in g  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  p r o v i d i n g  
a l l  p e o p l e  w i t h  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s c o v e r  and d e v e l o p  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  
an d  condem ning  t h e  r e s t r i c t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  f o r c e s  w h ich  
" h i n d e r e d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  m e n ."  As s u c h ,  h e  an n o u n c e d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  
t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  "o n e  u n d e v e lo p e d  r e s o u r c e "  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  m ore v a l u ­
a b l e  t h a n  a l l  o t h e r s ,  " t h e  p e o p l e  t h e m s e l v e s . "  The b e s t  means o f  
m a x im iz in g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  p e o p l e  o n  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  h e  
b e l i e v e d ,  was t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .
Forms o f  S u p p o r t
Page  r e l i e d  on  e x a m p le s ,  c o m p a r i s o n s ,  a p p e a l s  t o  m o t iv e s  o f  
s e l f - e s t e e m  and s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  and  e x p r e s s i v e  s t y l e  to  a m p l i f y  and 
e n h a n c e  h i s  m essag e  i n  "The F o r g o t t e n  M an ."
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As h e  h ad  done  i n  C h a p e l  H i l l ,  P ag e  s h a r e d  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  a t  
Mebane Academy t o  a c c e n t u a t e  o n e  o f  t h e  n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  c l a s s  
e d u c a t i o n .  R e c a l l i n g  " a  s c e n e  more l u d i c r o u s  t h a n  D i c k e n s , "  h e  t o l d  o f  
how a  co m p an io n  came t o  h i s  room  " s h u t  t h e  d o o r  and  f e l l  on  t h e  b ed  and  
w e p t - - w e p t  b e c a u s e  h i s  f a t h e r  was n o t  a  C o l o n e l . "  When P ag e  o f f e r e d  
h im  t h e  c o n s o l a t i o n  t h a t  n e i t h e r  h ad  h i s  f a t h e r  b e e n  a  C o n f e d e r a t e  
o f f i c e r ,  " t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n l y  g av e  h im  l e s s  r e s p e c t  f o r  m e ."
D r a m a t i z i n g  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  c h a n g in g  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  p e o p l e  
who h ad  g row n up c o n s i d e r i n g  e d u c a t i o n  o n l y  f o r  t h o s e  who c o u l d  a f f o r d  
t h e  t u i t i o n  o f  a  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l ,  P ag e  r e f e r r e d  t o  " a  man i n  Moore 
C o u n ty  who had  two c h i l d r e n  a t  s c h o o l  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  som ebody e l s e .  
A l th o u g h  h e  d i d  n o t  p a y  t h e i r  b i l l s ,  h e  to o k  them  fro m  s c h o o l  . . . 
b e c a u s e ,  h e  s a i d ,  t h e  c h a r g e  f o r  t u i t i o n  was t o o  h i g h . "  T h i s  m an , t h e  
s p e a k e r  o b s e r v e d ,  was " t h e  f r a n k e s t  an d  m o s t  f a i t h f u l  d i s c i p l e  o f  o u r  
o l d - t i m e  ec o n o m ic  c r e e d  t h a t  I  h a v e  e v e r  k n o w n ."
P ag e  commended " t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  f r e e  p r e p a r a t o r y  s c h o o l s  . . . 
l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  f r e e  h i g h  s c h o o l s "  and  r e f e r r e d  t o  
t h o s e  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  i n  G r e e n s b o r o  and  Durham, w h ic h  t e n d e d  t o  
"d raw  t o  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  w h o le  co m m u n ity ,  
an d  make t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  t h e  c h i e f  p r i d e  o f  o u r  p e o p l e . "  
S p e a k i n g  o f  o t h e r  tow ns "w h e re  e v e r y  e n l i g h t e n i n g  i n t e r e s t  c e n t e r s  i n  
t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l , "  he  o f f e r e d  t h e  e x a m p le  o f  h i s  own s o n s  who a t t e n d e d  
C am b rid g e  L a t i n  S c h o o l  w i t h  t h e  " s o n s  and  d a u g h t e r s ” o f  H a rv a rd  p r o ­
f e s s o r s , "  "d raym en  and  h a c k  d r i v e r s ; "
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A l l  have the  same p r i v i l e g e s  and the same o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;
and no p u p i l  can buy even a book or a p e n c i l ;  the c i t y
s u p p l ie s  a l l .  Every man pays for  i t  on h i s  t a x e s ;  and 
every  man p r o f i t s  by i t  in  the in c re a se d  v a lu e  o f  h i s  
p r o p e r ty ,  in  the h igh er  wages he r e c e i v e s  a s  a h igh er  
and h igh er  d egree  o f  s k i l l  in  a l l  work i s  d e v e lo p e d ,  and 
a h igh er  and h ig h e r  l e v e l  o f  tra in e d  l i f e  i s  reach ed .
C it in g  s e v e r a l  North C a r o l in ia n s  fo r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  in  promoting  
p u b l ic  e d u c a t io n ,  he i d e n t i f i e d  C a lv in  H. W iley  a s  a " fo r g o t te n "  hero
o f  the s t a t e  who had t r i e d  "to  deve lop  a p u b l ic  s c h o o l  system" b e fo re
the C i v i l  war, and he lauded the work o f  the  r e c e n t l y  d eceased  Major 
F in g e r ,  former s u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  s c h o o ls ,  who had been  e u lo g iz e d  by 
Alderman p r io r  to  h i s  sp eech .
Pronouncing the a r i s t o c r a t i c  approach to  e d u c a t io n  a f a i l u r e .  
Page complimented the  e f f o r t s  o f  " p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d ,  f a r - s ig h t e d  and 
e n e r g e t i c  young men, c h i e f  among them b e in g  your P r e s id e n t  (Mclver) and 
th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  the  U n iv e r s i t y  (Alderman), who came i n t o  a c t i v i t y  ten  
y e a r s  or more a g o ,"  and "began s e r i o u s l y  to  d e v e lo p  a p u b l ic  sch oo l  
sy stem -- ,"  The r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  work was "an e d u c a t io n a l  r e v i v a l , "  
u n l ik e  th a t  ever  "known b e fo r e  in  North C arolin a"  or " in  any s t a t e . "
Page made e x t e n s i v e  use  o f  comparisons and a n a lo g ie s  in  "The 
F o r g o tte n  Man." He c r e a te d  a f i g u r a t i v e  ana logy  betw een the  n e c e s s i t y  
t o  educate  the " n e g le c te d  and f o r g o t t e n  man" and the  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  a 
h o u se ,  o b se r v in g  th a t  "when you b u i ld  a h o u se ,  you make the  fou n d ation  
th e  s t r o n g e s t  p a r t  o f  i t ,  and the house , however o r n a te  i t s  a r c h i t e c ­
t u r e ,  can be no s tr o n g e r  than the fo u n d a t io n ."  L ik e w ise  he cr ea te d  
an analogy  between s o c i e t y  and the  body, "whose s e c u r i t y  and sound­
n e ss  are  measured a t  l a s t  by the c o n d i t io n  o f  the  w eak est  p a r t ."
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In order to  am plify  the  f a i l u r e  o f  a r i s t o c r a t i c  and e c c l e s i a s ­
t i c a l  e d u c a t io n  to  b e n e f i t  e i t h e r  the p e o p le  or the s t a t e ,  th e  e d i t o r  
o f  the A t l a n t i c  Monthly drew a comparison between p r o g r e ss  made in  
o th er  s t a t e s  w i t h  th a t  o f  North C aro lin a .
Asking what the c l a s s  approach to  ed u ca t ion  had ach ieved  for
the  favored  few and e d u c a t io n  i t s e l f ,  he noted th a t  the s t a t e  u n iv e r ­
s i t y  and the den om in ation a l  c o l l e g e s  d id  not "rank w ith  the b e s t"  
among comparable i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  the o th e r  tw elve  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e s  and 
had produced "no s e l e c t  body o f  s c h o la r s ."  N e ith er  could  the  Old 
North S t a te  b o a s t  o f  g r e a t  l i b r a r i e s ,  p u b l i s h in g  h o u se s ,  or a p e o p le  
g iv e n  to  r e a d in g ."  He employed s t a t i s t i c s  to  r e in f o r c e  h i s  c la im  th a t  
both  the a r i s t o c r a t i c  and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  approaches had " f a i l e d  even
w ith  the c l a s s e s  they  appealed  t o ."
In sp eak in g  o f  the need to  ed u ca te  the c h i ld r e n .  Page c r e a te d  
an an alogy  between the graduates  to  whom th a t  ta sk  would f a l l ,  and the  
women in  an e s s a y  by M ontaigne, who chose  to  s a c r i f i c e  a l l  o th e r  p o s ­
s e s s i o n s  fo r  the  sake o f  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n .  The in c lu s i o n  o f  t h i s  analogy  
i n  the speech  seems out o f  ch a r a c te r  fo r  Page, who u s u a l ly  ch ose  to  
draw upon h i s  own e x p e r ie n c e s  and e v e n ts  fa m i l ia r  to  h i s  a u d ie n c e s  fo r  
i l l u s t r a t i v e  m a t e r ia l .  While h i s  i n t e n t i o n  i s  apparent, the  an a logy  i s  
s tr a in e d  and d i s r u p t s  the  f a m i l ia r  p a t t e r n  o f  the speech .
A f te r  m agn ify in g  the f a i l u r e  o f  the  c l a s s  approach to  e d u c a t io n  
and the r e s u l t a n t  p r im i t iv e  and ig n o ra n t  s t a t u s  o f  the f o r g o t t e n  man. 
Page u t i l i z e d  a d i s j u n c t i v e  s y l lo g i s m  as both  a means o f  a m p l i f i c a t io n  
and a t r a n s i t i o n a l  d e v ic e  to  h i s  p l e a  fo r  a turn to  new le a d e r s h ip
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which favored  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n ity  for  a l l  p e o p le .  P laced  in  proper
form the s y l l o g i s m  read s:
E i th e r  the  common man i s  in cap ab le  o f  le a r n in g  or the  
p r e s e n t  approach to  e d u c a t io n  i s  a f a i l u r e .
The common man i s  capable  o f  le a r n in g .
T h er e fo re ,  the  p r e s e n t  approach to  e d u c a t io n  i s  a f a i l u r e .
As ex p ressed  in  the  sp eech . Page reasoned:
Now one o f  two th in g s  i s  t r u e - - e i t h e r  th e s e  f o r g o t t e n  
men and women are in ca p a b le  o f  developm ent, b e lon g  to  
a lower order o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  than any o ther  p eo p le  o f  
the Anglo-Saxon s to c k ;  or our c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  so far  as  
they  are  concerned has been a lam entable f a i l u r e .  Of 
cou rse  th ere  i s  no doubt which o f  th e se  s u p p o s i t io n s  i s  
tru e ;  for  even  th e se  p eop le  are capable  o f  developm ent,  
cap ab le  o f  u n l im ite d  growth and e l e v a t io n .  But i f  they  
be capab le  o f  developm ent, then  both the a r i s t o c r a t i c  
and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  system s o f  s o c i e t y  have f a i l e d  to  
d e v e lo p  them.
As a r e s u l t  o f  h i s  use  o f  exam ples, com parisons and d i s j u n c t iv e  
r e a s o n in g .  Page made c le a r  h i s  b e l i e f  th at  the time had come for  North 
C a r o l in ia n s  to  i n i t i a t e  a m eaningful commitment to  p u b l ic  e d u c a t io n .
In  h i s  Greensboro address  Page appealed p r im a r i ly  to  h i s  
a u d ie n c e 's  needs fo r  s e l f - e s t e e m  and s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n .  As he had 
done in  Chapel H i l l ,  he u t i l i z e d  the pr ide  o f  h i s  aud ience  in  t h e ir  
h e r i t a g e  as  Southerners  as a means o f  a f f ir m in g  the c a p a b i l i t y  o f  the  
common p e o p le .  He p r a ise d  North C a ro lin ia n s  as  descended from Anglo-  
Saxon s to c k ,  most o f  whom had been "peasants o f  s tu rd y  q u a l i t i e s ;  a 
v e r y  few from gentlem en; and some were descended from forced  and h ired  
im m igrants. Taken a l l  to g e th e r  they were a common p e o p le ,  capable  o f  
as  sound developm ent as the p o p u la t io n  o f  any s t a t e . "
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H ow ever, d i f f e r i n g  f r o m  t h e  W in s to n  a d d r e s s .  P age  c r i t i c i z e d  
t h e  p e o p l e ' s  p r i d e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  c r e a t i n g  a n d  b e l i e v i n g  f a l s e  
im a g e s  o f  t h e m s e l v e s .  I n  s o  d o i n g ,  h e  c h a s t i z e d  them  f o r  h a v in g  
" w r i t t e n  and  s p o k e n  much n o n s e n s e  a b o u t  o u r s e l v e s  an d  o u r  a n c e s t o r s "  
an d  h a v i n g  "made o u r s e l v e s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  we w e re  i n  some way b e t t e r  t h a n  
o t h e r  common p e o p l e .  Thus we came t o  p u t  a  f a l s e  v a l u e  on  o u r  s o c i a l  
s t r u c t u r e ,  and  we h a v e  n e v e r  lo o k e d  o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h e  f a c e  and  s e e n  o u r ­
s e l v e s  a s  o t h e r s  s e e  u s . "
W h i le  p r a i s i n g  some p r e a c h e r s  " c a s t  i n t o  so  l a r g e  a  mold  t h a t  
t h e y  w a lk e d  w i t h  g i a n t s , "  P ag e  c r i t i c i z e d  ch u rch m en  who o p p o s e d  e d u c a t ­
i n g  t h e  p e o p l e ;
I f  any  b e g g a r  f o r  a  c h u r c h  s c h o o l  o p p o s e  a  l o c a l  t a x  
f o r  s c h o o l s  o r  a  h i g h e r  s c h o o l  t a x ,  t a k e  h im  t o  t h e  
h u t s  o f  t h e  f o r g o t t e n  women an d  c h i l d r e n ,  an d  i n  t h e i r  
h o p e l e s s  p r e s e n c e  r e m in d  him  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  s y s t e m  o f  
e d u c a t i o n  h a s  n o t  t o u c h e d  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  t h e s e  
l i v e s ,  and  a s k  h im  t h e r e  w h e th e r  h e  t h i n k  i t  w ro n g  t h a t  
t h e  com m onw ealth  s h o u l d  e d u c a t e  them . I f  h e  t h i n k  w ro n g ,  
a s k  h im  an d  a s k  t h e  p e o p l e  p l a i n l y ,  w h e th e r  he  b e  a  w o r th y  
p r e a c h e r  o f  t h e  g o s p e l  t h a t  d e c l a r e s  o n e  man e q u a l  t o  
a n o t h e r  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  God? . . .  I n  a l l  r e a s o n a b l e n e s s ,  
i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  how an y  man c a n  r e g . r d  i t  
a s  a  C h r i s t i a n  a c t  t o  s t a n d  i n  t h e  way o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
e l e v a t i n g  t h e  n e g l e c t e d  m a s s e s ?
P age  a l s o  s c o f f e d  a t  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n  who, a s  t h e  "dupe  o f  t h e  
o l d  p o l i t i c a l  f a l l a c y , "  c o n t e n d e d  t h e  s t a t e  " t o o  p o o r  t o  i n c r e a s e  o u r  
t a x e s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n , "  c a l l i n g  h im  a  " p e r p e t r a t o r  o f  p o v e r t y "  an d  a  
" v i c t i m  o f  a n  a n c i e n t  and  h a r m f u l  f a l s e h o o d . "
D e c l a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  j o i n t  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  and  
p r e a c h e r s  wedded t o  t h e  p a s t  h ad  " e n c o u r a g e d  i n e r t i a "  and  p r e v e n t e d  
" t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e , "  Page a m p l i f i e d  t h e  m anner i n  w h ic h  
t h e  f o r g o t t e n  man h ad  become " c o n t e n t  t o  b e  f o r g o t t e n : "
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He f a i t h f u l l y  heard the p o l i t i c i a n s  on the  stump p r a ise  
him fo r  v i r t u e s  th a t  he d id  not a lw ays have. The 
p o l i t i c i a n s  t o ld  him th a t  he l i v e d  i n  the b e s t  S ta te  in  
the Union; t o ld  him th a t  o th er  p o l i t i c i a n s  had some h a i r ­
b ra ined  p lan  to  in c r e a s e  h i s  t a x e s ,  to ld  him as a con­
s o l a t i o n  for  h i s  ignorance how many o f  h i s  kinsmen had 
been k i l l e d  in  the war, t o ld  him to  d i s t r u s t  anybody who 
w ished to  change an yth in g . What was good enough for  h i s  
fa t h e r s  was good enough for  him . . . And the preacher  
to ld  him th a t  the i l l s  and m is fo r tu n e s  o f  t h i s  l i f e  were 
b l e s s i n g s  in  d i s g u i s e ,  th a t  God meant h i s  poverty  as a 
means o f  g r a c e ,  and th a t  i f  he a c c ep te d  the r ig h t  creed  
a l l  would be w e l l  w ith  him.
Thus, in  "The F orgo tten  Man" Page s t i r r e d  the p e o p le ' s  p r id e  by 
p r a i s i n g  them as  cap ab le  d escen d en ts  o f  s tu rd y  a n c e s to r s .  However, he 
sp en t  g r e a te r  time blaming the p e o p le ,  in  g e n e r a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  and 
church l e a d e r s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  fo r  t h e i r  p r id e  i n  p e r p e tu a t in g  a 
s o c i e t y  based on the f a l s e  assum ption th a t  one man i s  not the equal  
o f  another " in  the  s i g h t  o f  the commonwealth." B e l i e v in g  th a t  "what 
was good enough fo r  ( t h e i r )  f a th e r s "  was not n e c e s s a r i l y  good for  the  
p r e s e n t  or the  f u t u r e ,  he c a s t ig a t e d  the  complacency o f  those  who 
accep ted  "a f a l s e  v a lu e  o f  our s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n . "
Page appealed  to  the m otive  o f  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  to  magnify  
the  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r ig h t  to  an op p o rtu n ity  to  r e a l i z e  h i s  p o t e n t i a l  i n  a 
d em ocratic  co u n tr y .  D e f in in g  a democracy a s  a "man-culture" where 
"one man must be regarded o f  as  g r e a t  im portance as  a n o th er ,"  Page 
d e c la r e d  "the d o c t r in e  o f  equal o p p o r tu n ity  i s  a t  the bottom o f  
s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s ,  fo r  you can never judge a man's c a p a c i ty  e x cep t  as he 
has o p p o r tu n ity  to  d eve lop  i t , "  and quoted Edmund Burke in  urg ing  
North C a r o l in ia n s  to  "break through . . . 'rank and t i t l e  and a l l  the  
solemn p l a u s i b i l i t i e s  o f  the w o r ld , '  and come fa c e  to  face  w ith  a l l  
the men who make up the s o c i a l  body, s e e in g  them as they a r e ,  and not
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t h r o u g h  t h e  medium o f  o u r  t r a d i t i o n s  n o r  by  t h e i r  e s t i m a t e s  o f  them ­
s e l v e s . "  Thus c a u t i o n i n g  h i s  a u d i e n c e  n o t  t o  " g i v e  u n d u e  v a l u e  t o  any  
c l a s s  o f  m e n ,” he  e m p h a s iz e d :
A com m unity  i s  n o t  r i c h  b e c a u s e  i t  c o n t a i n s  a  few  r i c h  
m en, i t  i s  n o t  h e a l t h f u l  b e c a u s e  i t  c o n t a i n s  a  few 
s t r o n g  men o f  l e a r n i n g ,  n o r  i s  i t  o f  good m o r a l s  b e c a u s e  
i t  c o n t a i n s  a  few  good w o m e n - - i f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a ­
t i o n  a l s o  be n o t  w e l l - t o - d o ,  o r  h e a l t h f u l ,  o r  i n t e l l i g e n t  
o r  o f  good m o r a l s .
E m p h a s iz in g  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  a r i s t o c r a t i c  and  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
s y s t e m s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t o  do a n y t h i n g  f o r  " t h e  m a s s e s , "  Page  d e c l a r e d  
t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  " r e m a in e d  i l l i t e r a t e ,  n e g l e c t e d ,  f o r g o t t e n . "  As " t h e  
f o r g o t t e n  man r e m a in e d  f o r g o t t e n , "  so  a l s o  d i d  " t h e  f o r g o t t e n  w om an."  
T h ro u g h  t h e  s k i l l f u l  u s e  o f  e m o t i v e  l a n g u a g e  h e  d r a m a t i z e d  h e r  h o p e ­
l e s s  l i f e :
. . . women t h i n  and  w r i n k l e d  i n  y o u t h  f ro m  i l l - p r e p a r e d  
f o o d ,  c l a d  w i t h o u t  w a rm th  o r  g r a c e ,  l i v i n g  i n  u n t i d y  
h o u s e s ,  w o rk in g  f ro m  d a y l i g h t  t i l l  b ed  t im e  a t  t h e  d u l l  
ro u n d  o f  w e a ry  d u t i e s ,  t h e  s l a v e s  o f  men o f  e q u a l  s l o v e n ­
l i n e s s ,  t h e  m o t h e r s  o f  j o y l e s s  c h i l d r e n - - a l l  u n e d u c a t e d  
i f  n o t  i l l i t e r a t e .  Y e t  e v e n  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n  w e re  e n d u r ­
a b l e  i f  t h e r e  w e re  an y  h o p e ,  b u t  t h i s  t y p e  o f  woman i s  
e n c r u s t e d  i n  a  s h e l l  o f  a  d u l l  c o n t e n t  w i t h  h e r  l o t ;  s h e  
knows no b e t t e r  an d  c a n  n e v e r  l e a r n  b e t t e r - - n e v e r  p o i n t  
h e r  c h i l d r e n  t o  a  h i g h e r  l i f e .  I f  s h e  be  i n t e n s e l y  
r e l i g i o u s ,  h e r  r e l i g i o n  i s  o n l y  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  m i s f o r t u n e ,  
f o r  i t  t e a c h e s  h e r ,  a s  s h e  u n d e r s t a n d s  i t ,  t o  b e  c o n t e n t  
w i t h  h e r  l o t  and  a l l  i t s  b u r d e n s ,  f o r  t h e y  o n l y  p r e p a r e  
h e r  f o r  t h e  l i f e  t o  come. Some men who a r e  b o r n  u n d e r  
t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  e s c a p e  f r o m  them ; a  man may go  aw ay, go 
w h e re  l i f e  o f f e r s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  b u t  t h e  women a r e  
f o r e v e r  h e l p l e s s .
Page  a l s o  a p p e a l e d  t o  h i s  a u d i t o r ' s  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  
e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e v e lo p  o n e ' s  l i f e  when r e f e r r i n g  t o  c h i l d r e n ,  
" w h e t h e r  i t  b e  y o u r  c h i l d  o r  t h e  c h i l d  o f  t h e  d u l l - f a c e d  m o th e r  o f  t h e  
h o v e l . "  C o n s i d e r i n g  " t h e  c h i l d ,  w h e th e r  i t  hav e  p o o r  o r  r i c h  p a r e n t s
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. . . t h e  m o s t  v a l u a b l e  u n d e v e lo p e d  r e s o u r c e  o f  t h e  S t a t e , "  h e  n o te d  
t h a t  no o n e  c o u ld  know i f  " t h e  c h i l d  o f  t h e  d u l l - f a c e d  m o th e r  may . . .
b e  t h e  m o s t  c a p a b l e  c h i l d  i n  t h e  S t a t e .  A t  i t s  w o r s t ,  i t  i s  c a p a b l e  o f
good  c i t i z e n s h i p  and  a  u s e f u l  l i f e ,  i f  i t s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b e  q u i c k e n e d  
an d  t r a i n e d . "
As he  h ad  i n  t h e  W i n s t o n  a d d r e s s .  P age  u t i l i z e d  a p p e a l s  t o  
s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  a s  a  m ean s  o f  e n h a n c i n g  t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  t h e  p r i n ­
c i p l e s  o f  d e m o c ra c y  a p p l y  t o  e d u c a t i o n .  I n  h i s  c l o s i n g  r e m a r k s  he
p r a i s e d  t h e  y o u n g  l a d i e s  o f  t h e  N orm al S c h o o l  f o r  t h e i r  com m itm en t to  
" rem em b er  t h e  f o r g o t t e n  c h i l d ; "  f o r  " i n  t h i s  rem em b ran ce  i s  l a i d  t h e  
f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a  new s o c i a l  o r d e r .  The n e g l e c t e d  p e o p l e  w i l l  r i s e  and 
w i t h  them  w i l l  r i s e  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e .  Open w id e  t o  them  t h e  d o o r s  o f  
o p p o r t u n i t y . "
P e r h a p s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  G r e e n s b o r o  a d d r e s s  and  th e  
r e a s o n  i t  r e m a i n s  a s  t h e  b e s t  known o f  t h e  N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n ' s  s p e e c h e s  
w as  h i s  c h o i c e  and  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  common la n g u a g e  t o  c r e a t e  g r a p h i c  
w o rd  p i c t u r e s .
P a g e ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  e n t i t l e  h i s  s p e e c h  "The F o r g o t t e n  Man" was 
s i g n i f i c a n t .  He may h a v e  f i r s t  h e a r d  t h e  p h r a s e  i n  1883 when i t  was 
u s e d  a s  t h e  t i t l e  o f  a  l e c t u r e  b y  Y a le  p r o f e s s o r  W i l l i a m  Graham  Sumner 
d e l i v e r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  B r o o k l y n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  I n  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  
common l a b o r e r ,  Sumner s a i d ;  "S u c h  i s  t h e  F o r g o t t e n  Man. He w o r k s ,  h e  
v o t e s ,  g e n e r a l l y  h e  p r a y s - - b u t  a lw a y s  h e  p a y s - - . "53 F r a n k l i n  R o o s e v e l t  
w o u ld  l a t e r  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  c o n n o t a t i v e  pow er o f  " t h e  f o r g o t t e n  m a n ."
A l b e r t  G a llo w a y  K e l l e r  an d  M a u r ic e  R. D a v ie  ( e d s . ) .  E s s a y s  o f  
W i l l i a m  Graham S u m n e r , I  (New H aven :  Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 0 ) ,
p .  4 9 2 .
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On A p r i l  7 ,  1 9 3 2 ,  c a m p a ig n in g  f o r  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
p r e s i d e n c y ,  he  r e s u r r e c t e d  t h e  p h r a s e  i n  a  n a t i o n a l  r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t .  
P r o m i s i n g  d r a s t i c  s o c i a l  and  econom ic  r e f o r m s  t o  h e l p  t h e  j o b l e s s  and  
t h e  f a r m e r ,  R o o s e v e l t  g u a r a n t e e d  p l a n s  t h a t  w o u ld  " b u i l d  from  t h e  b o t ­
tom up and  n o t  f ro m  t h e  t o p  down, t h a t  p u t  t h e i r  f a i t h  o n c e  more i n  th e  
f o r g o t t e n  man a t  t h e  b o t to m  o f  t h e  eco n o m ic  p y r a m i d . " 5 4  i n  1 8 9 7 ,
P a g e ' s  r e p e a t e d  u s e  o f  " t h e  f o r g o t t e n  m an" i d e n t i f i e d  an d  e m o t i o n a l ­
i z e d  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t h o s e  i n  s o c i e t y  who w e re  d e n i e d  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  
d o c t r i n e  o f  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y .  D i s t i n c t i v e  an d  e a s i l y  re m e m b ered ,  " t h e  
f o r g o t t e n  man" q u i c k l y  becam e th e  sym bol f o r  t h e  S o u t h e r n  p u b l i c  e d u c a ­
t i o n  ca m p a ig n .  Howard Odum h a s  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  when t h e  c r u s a d e  f o r  
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  " b e g a n  to  l a g ,  i t  w as Page  who 
f u r n i s h e d  i t s  r a l l y i n g  c r y - - ' T h e  F o r g o t t e n  M a n ' - - w h i c h  l i v e d  i n  t h e  
p o p u l a r  m ind and  summed u p ,  i n  a  way t h a t  a  t h o u s a n d  s p e e c h e s  c o u l d  
n e v e r  h av e  d o n e ,  t h e  g r e a t  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h ic h  t h e  b e s t  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  w e re  s t r i v i n g . "55
T h ro u g h o u t  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  "The F o r g o t t e n  M a n ,"  w h ic h  P e t e r  
W i l s o n  h a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a  " g r e a t  p r o s e  poem,"5& P ag e  em ployed  a  
p l a i n  b u t  e x p r e s s i v e  s t y l e  t o  e n d o r s e  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t e d ,  
a d v o c a t e d  by " p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d ,  f a r - s i g h t e d ,  e n e r g e t i c  y o u n g  men" l i k e  
M c lv e r s  and  A ld e rm a n ,  a s  c a p a b l e  o f  c a u s i n g  " a  r e j u v e n a t i o n  o f  o u r  
l i f e  and  s o c i a l  o r d e r . "
^ ^ R ic h a r d  O u la h a n ,  The Man Who . . . The S t o r y  o f  t h e  1932 
D e m o c r a t i c  N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t io n  (New Y ork :  The D i a l  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  p .  43.
^^Howard Odum, ( e d . )  S o u th e r n  P i o n e e r s  i n  S o c i a l  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
( C h a p e l  H i l l :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 2 5 ) ,  p .  65 .
S G p e te r  M ic h a e l  W i l s o n ,  S o u t h e r n  E x p o s u re  ( C h a p e l  H i l l :
T he  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 2 7 ) ,  p .  172.
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Even th o se  c r i t i c a l  o f  the a d d r e s s ,  admired the s t y l e
e x e r c i s e d  by the speaker in  "The F org o tten  Man:”
(P a g e )  i s  a  s c h o l a r l y  man, w i t h  a n  e x c e e d i n g l y  a c t i v e ,  
a g g r e s s i v e  m in d ,  and i s  m a s t e r  o f  a  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  t h e  
v o g u e  n o w - - d i r e c t ,  p l a i n ,  c a r e f u l l y  w ro u g h t .  T h e re  a r e  
no g r a n d  s e n t e n c e s ,  no m a s s iv e  t h o u g h t s ,  no s p l e n d i d  
r h e t o r i c a l  d i s p l a y s ,  n o t h i n g  t h a t  men o f  t h e  S o u th  
a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  th e  g r e a t  l i t e r a t u r e  w o u ld  c a l l  e l o q u e n t .
He i s  v e r y  c l e a r ,  e m p h a t i c ,  p o s i t i v e ,  an d  som etim es  s a r ­
c a s t i c ,  b i t i n g ,  e v e n  v i r i l e .  H is  a d d r e s s  i s  v e r y
e n t e r t a i n i n g  r e a d i n g  i n d e e d .  I t  i s  a  d e c i d e d  s u c c e s s
o f  i t s  own k i n d . 57
W i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n .  P a g e ' s  s t y l e  i n  "T he  F o r g o t t e n  Man" c o n t r i b ­
u t e d  a  g r e a t  m e a s u r e  t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  s p e e c h .
Assessm ent
"T he  F o r g o t t e n  Man" p r o v i d e d  t h e  " r o u s i n g  s p e e c h  t o  k i c k  o f f  
t h e  summer c a m p a i g n " 5 8  t h a t  M c lv e r  h ad  h o p e d .  I n  t h i s  c e r e m o n i a l  
o r a t i o n  P ag e  c e n s u r e d  t h e  s o c i a l  f o r c e s  w h ic h  h ad  i g n o r e d  t h e  n e e d s  o f  
t h e  p e o p l e  and  p r a i s e d  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  U t i l i z i n g  
a p p e a l s  t o  s e l f - e s t e e m  and  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  h e  w orked  f ro m  two 
p r e m i s e s  a c c e p t e d  by  h i s  a u d i e n c e :  t h a t  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n s  w e re  t h e
h e i r s  o f  a  p r o u d  t r a d i t i o n ,  and  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  d em o c racy  a l s o
a p p l i e d  t o  e d u c a t i o n .
I n  p r a i s i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  l o c a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  e d u c a t i o n  an d  
c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  i t s  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  a  s y s te m  b a s e d  on s o c i a l  
c l a s s .  P ag e  em p lo y ed  e x a m p le s ,  a u t h o r i t y ,  c o m p a r i s o n s ,  and d i s j u n c t i v e  
r e a s o n i n g  c l o t h e d  i n  a  v i g o r o u s  s t y l e .  H is  f r e s h  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  much 
d i s c u s s e d  p r o b le m  o f  e d u c a t i o n  s u p p l i e d  a r g u m e n ts  and i n s i g h t s  f o r  
S^W ilm in g to n  M e s s e n g e r  ( N o r th  C a r o l i n a ) ,  May 2 6 ,  1897.
C O
J o h n  M i l t o n  C o o p e r ,  J r . ,  A b i o g r a p h y  o f  W a l t e r  H in e s  P age  t o  
b e  p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  p .  217.
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s p e a k e r s  and  w r i t e r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .
The m a jo r  w e a k n e s s  o f  t h e  s p e e c h  l a y  i n  t h e  o r a t o r ' s  d i g r e s s i o n  
t o  a  s p e c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  p o t e n t i a l  t o  c r e a t e  a  c o - e d u c a t i o n a l  
u n i v e r s i t y  s y s t e m  by  a b s o r b i n g  t h e  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  c o l l e g e s  o f  D a v id s o n ,  
T r i n i t y  and  Wake F o r e s t .  I f  P ag e  had  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  a l i e n a t e d  c h u r c h  
l e a d e r s ,  he d i d  t h e n .  P e r h a p s  l e a r n i n g  f ro m  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  h e  n e v e r
v o i c e d  s u c h  a  p r o p o s a l  i n  any  o t h e r  s p e e c h e s  on s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n .
The b o l d  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  G r e e n s b o r o  a d d r e s s  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e
r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  s p e e c h  i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  P a g e ' s  m o s t  fam ous e f f o r t .  I n
"T he  F o r g o t t e n  Man" t h e  s p e a k e r  t h r e w  a s i d e  c a u t i o n ,  t h u s  s e t t i n g  t h e  
s p e e c h  a p a r t  f ro m  o t h e r s  o f  t h e  d a y  on t h e  same s u b j e c t .  H is  a b i l i t i e s  
a s  a  s p e a k e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  h i s  w ord c h o i c e ,  a p t  i l l u s t r a t i v e  m a t e r i a l  and 
h i s  r o l e  a s  a n  e x p a t r i a t e  S o u t h e r n e r  p r o v i d e d  h im  w i t h  a d v a n t a g e s  
d e n i e d  o t h e r  s p e a k e r s .  L a c k in g  t h e  i n s i g h t  o f  a  n a t i v e ,  a  N o r t h e r n e r  
c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  d e l i v e r e d  "The F o r g o t t e n  M a n ,"  a n d ,  e v e n  s o ,  w o u ld  h a v e  
b e e n  d i s c r e d i t e d  a s  a  m e d d le r  i f  h e  t r i e d .  So t o o ,  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  N o r th  
C a r o l i n a  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  a d d r e s s  i f  h e  w is h e d  t o  r e m a i n  i n  
t h e  s t a t e .  A M c lv e r  o r  a n  A ld e rm a n ,  p r e s i d e n t s  o f  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
w o u ld  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  f a c e d  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  o f  l o s i n g  t h e i r  j o b s ,  s t a t e  
f u n d s ,  o r  s t u d e n t s .  The r i s k s  w e re  t o o  g r e a t .  O n ly  a  W a l t e r  H in e s  
P a g e ,  a  t a l e n t e d  s p e a k e r  and  a  n a t i v e  n o t  d e p e n d e n t  o n  l o c a l  i n t e r e s t s  
f o r  h i s  l i v l i h o o d ,  c o u ld  h a v e  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  s p e e c h .
A f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  B o s to n ,  P ag e  r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  f ro m  M c lv e r  
who a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h e  s p e e c h  had  " p r o d u c e d  a  v e r y  p r o f o u n d  i m p r e s ­
s i o n , "  and  p ro m is e d  a  p a c k e t  o f  " n e w s p a p e r  com m ents"  on t h e  a d d r e s s . 5 9  
5 9 c h a r l e s  D uncan M c lv e r ,  t o  WHP, May 5 ,  1897.
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I n  some q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  P a g e ' s  a d d r e s s  s t i r r e d  up a  h o s ­
t i l e  r e a c t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f ro m  t h e  c h u r c h e s .  One e d i t o r  deemed i t  
" a n  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h i n g  t h a t  you n g  l a d i e s  on a  Commencement o c c a s i o n  
s h o u l d  b e  t a u g h t  by  a  b r i l l i a n t  a u t h o r  an d  s p e a k e r ,  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  
w h ic h  warmed th e  h e a r t h s t o n e s  o f  t h e  homes f ro m  w h ic h  t h e y  came i s  a n  
enemy t o  t h e  s a c r e d  c a u s e  o f  e d u c a t i o n . " 6 0  % e  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  B a p t i s t  
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  e f f o r t  " a  s n e e r  a t  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n "  and a 
" c o v e r t  a p p e a l  f o r  ' S t a t e  a i d .  "*61 A n o th e r  d e f e n d e r  o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
e d u c a t i o n  d e n i e d  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h e s  h a d  i g n o r e d  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  " t h e
c h i l d r e n  i n  h u t s "  an d  c l a im e d  t h a t  " s u r e l y  M r. P ag e  knew t h a t  w h e re  t h e
S t a t e  h a s  r e a c h e d  t e n s  t h e  c h u r c h  h a s  h e l p e d  h u n d r e d s . "62  The w r i t e r  
a l s o  commented t h a t  t h e  i d e a  o f  a  u n i v e r s i t y  s y s t e m  w as n o t  t o  b e  t a k e n  
l i g h t l y .  " I t  e x p r e s s e s  no d o u b t ,  t h e  a m b i t i o n s  o f  t h e  a d v o c a t e s  o f  
S t a t e - a i d  . . . t h e y  w o u ld  sw a l lo w  u s  u p .  . . . When t h e  d ay  co m es ,  we 
may i n d e e d  n o t  t a l k  o f  t h e  f o r g o t t e n  men and  women, b u t  we w i l l  l o n g  
f o r  a  f o r g o t t e n  C h r i s t . "
A d d i t i o n a l  c r i t i c s  r e f e r r e d  t o  P a g e ' s  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  a s  a r i s t o c r a t i c  a s  " m o o n s h i n e - - t h e  m e r e s t  
a t t e n u a t e d  f i g m e n t  o f  a  t h i n g  . . .  a  m y th ,  a  d re a m ,  a  c h i m e r a ,  a
g h o s t ,  w i t h o u t  f e a l t y  o r  b o n e s . "6 3  The e d i t o r  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  " u n t i l
r e c e n t  t i m e s  i t  was n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t  t o  
e d u c a t e  t h e  p e o p l e . ” The W i lm in g to n  M e s s e n g e r  h ad  e a r l i e r  d e c l a r e d  
6 0 u n i d e n t i f i e d  n e w sp a p e r  a r t i c l e .  P ag e  MSS.
G^N o r th  C a r o l i n a  B a p t i s t , J u l y  2 ,  1897 .
^ ^ U n i d e n t i f i e d  n ew sp a p e r  a r t i c l e .  P ag e  MSS.
^ W i l m i n g t o n  M e s s e n g e r , May 2 9 ,  1897 .
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t h a t  P a g e ,  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  C am b rid g e ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  h ad  " e v i d e n t l y  t a k e n  
o n  some 'y a n k e e  n o t i o n s , '  a s  a l l  S o u t h e r n e r s  a r e  a p t  t o  do  who a b i d e  
lo n g  i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d . We b s t e r ' s  W e e k ly , p u b l i s h e d  i n  
R e i d s v i l l e ,  n e i t h e r  a c c e p t e d  t h e  s p e e c h  a s  " h i s t o r y "  n o r  " a p p r e c i a t e d  
t h e  r i d i c u l e  a t  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  T a r  H e e l s  who h a v e  p r e c e d e d  u s .  A 
yo u n g  man may b e  s m a r t e r  t h a n  t h e  o l d  f o l k s  a t  hom e, b u t  i t  i s  n o t  t o  
h i s  c r e d i t  t o  j o k e  a b o u t  t h e i r  s t u p i d i t y  . . . an d  a p o l o g i z e  f o r  t h e i r  
u n f i t n e s s  t o  s h i n e  i n  s o c i e t y . M c l v e r  r e g a r d e d  s u c h  c r i t i c i s m  a  
" c o m p l im e n t"  t o  t h e  s p e e c h ,  and  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  
w e re  s t i l l  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i t  a s  " a  good s i g n . " ^ ^
The A b e r d e e n  T e l e g r a p h  e n d o r s e d  t h e  s p e e c h  f o r  i t s  " g r e a t  s o l i d
c h u n k s  o f  f a c t s "  w h ic h  w h i l e  " n o t  v e r y  p l e a s i n g  t o  t h e  e a r  o f
C a r o l i n i a n s  . . . was t h e  t r u t h  an d  s u c h  t r u t h  o u g h t  t o  b e  b e n e f i c i a l  
t o  t h e  S t a t e . "6 7  The W a s h in g to n  E v e n in g  M e s s e n g e r  r e g a r d e d  "The 
F o r g o t t e n  Man" a  " m a s t e r l y  a d d r e s s "  and  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  " i f  a  copy  o f  t h e  
s p e e c h  c o u l d  b e  p l a c e d  i n  e v e r y  h o u s e h o ld  i n  t h e  S t a t e ,  no g r e a t e r  
i m p e tu s  c o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  w h ic h  s h a l l  b e  f r e e  t o  
e v e r y  c h i l d . "67  x h e  C h a r l o t t e  O b s e r v e r  c a l l e d  t h e  o r a t i o n  "one  o f  t h e
m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  an d  p r a c t i c a l  a d d r e s s e s  d e l i v e r e d  i n  t h e  S t a t e  d u r i n g
t h e  p r e s e n t  g e n e r a t i o n . "69  N o t i n g  t h a t  "Mr. P ag e  d i d n ' t  come down h e r e ,  
^^ W i lm in g to n  M e s s e n g e r , May 26 , 1897 .
66w e b s t e r ' s  W eek ly  ( R e i d s v i l l e ,  N o r th  C a r o l i n a ) ,  J u n e  9 ,  1897 . 
6 6 c h a r l e s  D uncan  M c lv e r  t o  WHP, J u n e  4 ,  1897 .
^^ A b e r d e e n  T e le g r a m  ( N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ) ,  n d . , P ag e  MSS- 
66R v e n in g  M e s s e n g e r  (W a s h in g to n ,  N o r th  C a r o l i n a ) ,  May 27 ,  1897. 
^ ^ C h a r l o t t e  O b s e r v e r ,  n d . , Page  MSS.
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a t h o u s a n d  m i l e s ,  to  u t t e r  p l e a s a n t  p l a t i t u d e s  t o  u s , "  t h e  O b s e r v e r
r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  th e  W ilm in g to n  M e s s e n g e r ,
a d v i s i n g  h im  n o t  t o  a l l o w  h i s  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  s t a t e  t o  " d u l l  h i s  e a r s
t o  p a t i e n t  th o u g h  u n a g r e e a b l e  t r u t h s . "^0  J o s e p h u s  D a n i e l s  a p p la u d e d
P ag e  f o r  s p e a k in g  " h i s  m ind  w i t h  u t t e r  d i s r e g a r d  a s  t o  w h a t  C o lo n e l
T h i s  o r  J u d g e  T h a t  may s a y  a b o u t  i t . "  D a n i e l s  n o t e d  t h a t  P ag e  was
" a  t h i n k e r "  and  t h a t  " h i s  s p e e c h  s p e a k s  f o r  i t s e l f . "
. . .  i t  t o o k  h im  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  t o  w r i t e  t h e  s p e e c h .
I t  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  m ore t h a n  t h a t  many y e a r s  o f  
r e f l e c t i o n .  . . .  he b e l i e v e d  so  f i r m l y  t h a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e  
he  ex p o u n d ed  i s  b a s e d  on  e t e r n a l  t r u t h  t h a t ,  h a v i n g  sown 
th e  s e e d ,  he  w i l l  a w a i t  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  th e  d a y  o f  
h a r v e s t i n g .
In the  m id st  o f  h i s  c a n v a ss in g  a c t i v i t i e s  p r io r  to  the August 
e l e c t i o n s ,  Mclver w rote Page t h a t  h i s  speech  had "done g r e a t  good. . .
I  h a v e  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f ro m  M t. A i r y ,  w h e re  t h e y  a r e  m aking  a  d e s p e r a t e  
e f f o r t  t o  c a r r y  l o c a l  t a x a t i o n  f o r  s c h o o l s .  I  n o t i c e d  t h e i r  w e e k ly  
p a p e r  y e s t e r d a y  p u b l i s h e d  a  l o n g  e x t r a c t  f ro m  y o u r  a d d r e s s - - t h e  p a r t  i n  
r e g a r d  t o  l o c a l  t a x a t i o n . "
When t h e  v o t e s  w e re  c o u n t e d  o n l y  tw e lv e  o u t  o f  a  t o t a l  o f  1 ,3 0 0  
d i s t r i c t s  e n d o r s e d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  l o c a l  t a x a t i o n  f o r  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  
M c l v e r  c l a im e d  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  o v e rw h e lm in g  d e f e a t  was b e c a u s e  " t h e  
t e a c h e r s  h ad  no ca m p a ig n  fu n d  an d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  d i d  n o t  g e t  a  f a i r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  p e o p l e .  J o s e p h u s  D a n i e l s  p u t  t h e  b lam e o n  t h e  
N e g ro  q u e s t i o n ,  and  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  Mebane b lam ed  D e m o c ra ts  l i k e  D a n i e l s
70lbid.
^ ^ News and  O b s e r v e r  ( R a l e i g h ) ,  May 1 9 ,  1897.
^ ^ C h a r l e s  D uncan  M c lv e i  t o  WHP, J u l y  22 , 1897 , Page MSS.
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who u s e d  th e  l o c a l  t a x  e l e c t i o n  a s  a  s p r i n g b o a r d  f o r  1898 l e g i s l a t i v e  
c a m p a ig n .
The f a i l u r e  o f  m ore  d i s t r i c t s  t o  p a s s  t h e  t a x  l e v y  i s  n o t  t h e  
f i n a l  m e a s u re  o f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  P a g e ' s  s p e e c h .  V i r g i n i u s  Dabney 
o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  a d d r e s s  was " a  sou n d  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
n e e d s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  and  i t  j a r r e d  many S o u t h e r n e r s  o u t  o f  t h e  a l m o s t  
i m p e n e t r a b l e  f o g  o f  sm u g n ess  and s e l f - s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  w h ic h  t h e y  had  
b e e n  e n v e lo p e d  f o r  d e c a d e s . T h e  im p a c t  o f  t h e  G r e e n s b o r o  a d d r e s s  
c a r r i e d  f a r  b ey o n d  t h e  summer m o n th s  o f  1897 . T h ro u g h  h i s  s p e e c h  P age  
f u r n i s h e d  a  " r a l l y i n g  c r y - - ' T h e  F o r g o t t e n  M a n ' - - w h ic h  l i v e d  i n  t h e  
p o p u l a r  m ind an d  summed u p ,  i n  a  way a  th o u s a n d  s p e e c h e s  c o u l d  n o t  h av e  
d o n e ,  t h e  g r e a t  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h ic h  t h e  b e s t  p e o p l e  c f  t h e  s t a t e  w e re  
s t r i v i n g . "75
W h ile  P ag e  had  i r r i t a t e d  many S o u t h e r n e r s ,  h i s  e f f o r t  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  sp o k esm an .  I n v i t i n g  
P ag e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th  i n  Capon 
S p r i n g s ,  W e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  H o l l i s  B urke  F r i s s e l l ,  p r i n c i p a l  o f  Hampton 
I n s t i t u t e ,  c o n f e s s e d  h a v i n g  " b e e n  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  y o u r  a d d r e s s  'T he  
F o r g o t t e n  Man. " '7 6  ^  p a r t  o f  h i s  s o u t h e r n  t o u r  o f  1899 Page
r e t u r n e d  t o  G r e e n s b o r o  an d  d e l i v e r e d  a n  a d d r e s s  e n t i t l e d  "The M aking  
o f  L i t e r a t u r e "  t o  t h e  l a d i e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Norm al and  I n d u s t r i a l  
S c h o o l .  F o l l o w i n g  t h i s  s p e e c h  M c lv e r  w r o t e ,  " N o th in g  i n d i c a t e s  t o  me
7 3 & a r la n ,  S e p a r a t e  and  U n e q u a l , p p .  5 9 -6 0 .
7^Dabney, L ib e r a lism  in  the S o u t h , p .  181.
75odum, S o u t h e r n  P i o n e e r s , p .  6 5 .
^ ^ H o l l i s  B urke  F r i s s e l l  t o  WHP, M arch  13, 1899 , P ag e  MSS.
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m ore  c l e a r l y  t h a t  y o u r  a d d r e s s  on 'T h e  F o r g o t t e n  Man' w as t h o r o u g h l y  
a p p r e c i a t e d  t h a n  t h a t  n u m b ers  o f  p e o p l e  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  f ro m  G re e n s b o r o  
h a v e  h o p ed  t o  h e a r  you  come h e r e  a g a i n .
The e d u c a t i o n  c a m p a ig n  o f  1897 was a  f a i l u r e ,  b u t  i n  t h e  lo n g -  
r u n  g a i n s  w e re  made u n d e r  a  new b a n n e r ,  " t h e  f o r g o t t e n  m a n . "  P a g e ' s  
s p e e c h  h ad  p o p u l a r i z e d  th e  c a u s e  a c r o s s  t h e  S o u th  and  t h e  n a t i o n ,  and 
i n s p i r e d  d o z e n s  o f  men l i k e  M c lv e r  an d  A ld e rm a n  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  
e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .
A d d re s s  a t  t h e  D e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y  
On F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1903 P age  was i n  Durham, N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  t o  
d e l i v e r  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  T r i n i t y  C o l le g e  
L i b r a r y .  P r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n  w e re  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  s t u d e n t s  and  
t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  a s  w e l l  a s  "many v i s i t o r s  f ro m  a  d i s t a n c e , "78 
among t h e s e  w e re  P a g e ' s  b r o t h e r s  R o b e r t  and  H e n ry ,  t h e  l a t t e r  named t o  
t h e  s c h o o l ' s  B oard  o f  T r u s t e e s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o n th s .
P a g e ' s  p r e s e n c e  a s  a n  h o n o re d  g u e s t  on t h e  T r i n i t y  campus 
r e p r e s e n t e d  a  w e a k e n in g  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  c o l l e g e  
to w a r d  p u b l i c  fu n d e d  e d u c a t i o n .
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War " S o u t h e r n  c h u r c h e s  becam e f o r  a  t im e  
t h e  c e n t e r  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  i n v a s i o n  o f  n o r t h e r n  c u l t u r e . "79  P a r t  
o f  t h i s  o b s t i n a n c y  was m a n i f e s t e d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  p u b l i c  f u n d i n g  o f  
e d u c a t i o n .  A s id e  f ro m  r u n n i n g  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  o f
7 7 c h a r l e s  D uncan  M c lv e r  t o  WHP, November 4 ,  1 8 9 9 ,  P age  MSS.
7 8 u n i d e n t i f i e d  newspaper a r t i c l e .  P age  MSS.
7 9 c .  Vann W oodward, O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  New S o u th ;  1 8 7 7 -1 9 1 3  
( B a t o n  R ouge :  The L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  p .  172.
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t h e  S o u th ,  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  r e s e n t e d  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  
e d u c a t i o n .  " I n c r e a s i n g l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  a s  t h e  c h u r c h e s ,  w i t h  . . . t h e i r  
l a r g e  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  c o l l e g e s ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  an d  s c h o o l s ,  and  t h e i r  
p r i v a t e  endow m ents  became v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t s ,  an d  a s  t h e y  became more 
d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  t h e  ' p u b l i c a n s '  N o r th  and  S o u t h - - t h e  t o b a c c o  t r u s t ,  f o r  
e x a m p le ,  an d  v a r i o u s  N o r t h e r n  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  e n d o w m e n ts - - th e  e a r l i e r  
t e n d e n c y  f a d e d . "8 0  The a t t i t u d e  o f  c l e r g y m a n - p r e s i d e n t  J o h n  C a r l i s l e  
K i l g o  o f  M e t h o d i s t  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  r e f l e c t e d  t h i s  g r a d u a l  r e d u c t i o n  i n  
t h e  v i g o r  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  to  p u b l i c  fu n d e d  e d u c a t i o n .
E x c e p t  f o r  h i s  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  s t a t e  s u p p o r t e d  e d u c a t i o n ,  K i l g o  
was much l i k e  P ag e  i n  h i s  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  t h e  New S o u th .  An a d v o c a t e  
o f  d e v e l o p i n g  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  S o u th ,  T r i n i t y ' s  p r e s i ­
d e n t  " v i s u a l i z e d  t h e  t r iu m p h  o f  p r o g r e s s  and  p r o s p e r i t y  and  i n t e l l e c t ­
u a l  f r e e d o m  o v e r  s e c t i o n a l i s m ,  p a r t i s a n s h i p ,  and  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  b i g ­
o t r y .  "81 P r e s i d e n t  o f  T r i n i t y  fro m  1894 t o  1 9 1 0 ,  h e  was " n o t  t h e  o n l y
S o u t h e r n  l e a d e r  who h e l d  a d v a n c e d  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and  econom ic
o p i n i o n s ,  b u t  he  was u n iq u e  i n  h i s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  b u i l d  a n  e d u c a ­
t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  w h e re  t h e s e  v i e w s  c o u l d  b e  f u l l y  d i s c u s s e d . " 8 2  By 
1903  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  i n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  to w a r d  t h e  New S o u th  o u tw e ig h e d  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  K i l g o  and  P a g e .
I n  1900 J . B .  Duke d o n a t e d  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  to w a rd  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a
new l i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  campus o f  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e .  The s t r u c t u r e
B^Woodward, p .  173.
® lR o b e r t  H. Woody, ( e d . ) .  The P a p e r s  an d  A d d r e s s e s  o f  W i l l i a m  
P r e s t o n  Few (Durham: Duke U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  p .  35 .
8 2 p a u l  N e f f  G a r b e r ,  J o h n  C a r l i s l e  K i l g o  (Durham : Duke U n i v e r ­
s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 7 ) ,  p .  192.
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w as c o m p le t e d  i n  1903 a t  a  c o s t  o f  $ 5 5 ,0 0 0 .  A ssu m in g  th e  e n t i r e  
e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  Duke a l s o  d o n a t e d  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  
b o o k s . 83
I n  J a n u a r y  o f  1902 W i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  Few, K i l g o ' s  a s s i s t a n t ,  
a s k e d  P age  t o  "make t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a d d r e s s "  a t  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  new 
l i b r a r y .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  g i f t  " t h e  f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b u i l d  up a 
g r e a t  l i b r a r y  t h e  S o u th  h a s  e v e r  s e e n , "  an d  r e g a r d i n g  i t s  o p e n in g  " a s  
a n  e v e n t  o f  m ore  t h a n  o r d i n a r y  i m p o r t a n c e , "  he  u r g e d  Page  t o  come and  
" s p e a k  on  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  e v e n t ,  o r  on  an y  k i n d r e d  s u b j e c t  
t h a t  may s u g g e s t  i t s e l f  t o  y o u r  m i n d . "  He f u r t h e r  p ro m is e d  t h a t  " I f  
y o u  w i l l  come I  b e l i e v e  we c a n  g i v e  you  a  b i g  o c c a s i o n ,  and  I ' m  s u r e  
yo u  w i l l  b e  d o i n g  a  r e a l  s e r v i c e  i n  a  good c a u s e . "84  Page  r e s p o n d e d  
t h a t  he w o u ld  be  h ap p y  t o  do  s o ,  b u t  n o t e d  t h a t  h e  was a l s o  s c h e d u le d  
t o  s p e a k  a t  t h e  "A&M C o l l e g e "  a t  " a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e . "85 when t h e  
c o n f l i c t  was r e s o l v e d ,  h e  p en n e d  h i s  b r i e f  a c c e p t a n c e :  " Y e s ,  M onday,
F e b r u a r y  2 3 rd  s u i t s  m e, t h a n k  y o u ,  an d  I  f e e l  s o r r y  o n ly  f o r  you and  
y o u r  a u d i e n c e . "86
A f t e r  "The F o r g o t t e n  Man" a d d r e s s  P ag e  h ad  s e v e r a l  o p p o r t u n i ­
t i e s  t o  r e t u r n  and  s p e a k  i n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a .  I n  1899 he d e l i v e r e d  
l e c t u r e s  i n  G r e e n s b o r o  a t  t h e  N orm al S c h o o l  on  "The M aking  o f  
L i t e r a t u r e "  an d  on "T h e  G r e a t e r  R e p u b l i c , "  d e a l i n g  w i t h  n a t i o n a l  
a f f a i r s ,  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a .  I n v i t e d  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e
B ^ G a rb e r ,  p .  136 .
8 4 w i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  Few t o  WHP, D e cem b er ,  190 2 ,  Page MSS.
83whP t o  W i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  Few, J a n u a r y  17 ,  1903 , Duke U n i v e r s i t y ,  
A r c h i v e s ,  W i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  Few M a n u s c r i p t  C o l l e c t i o n .
88whP t o  W i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  Few, J a n u a r y  1 7 ,  190 3 ,  Few MSS.
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N o r th  C a r o l i n a  T e a c h e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  W r i g h t s v i l l e  i n  1 9 0 2 ,  he  was 
p r e p a r e d  t o  " r o a s t  o ld  p r e a c h e r s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  s c a r i n g  t h e  c o u r a g e  
o u t  o f  t h e s e  t e a c h e r s . I l l - h e a l t h  p r e v e n t e d  him fro m  k e e p i n g  t h i s  
e n g a g e m e n t .  The n e x t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e l i v e r  a n  a d d r e s s  i n  h i s  home 
s t a t e  came from  a n  u n l i k e l y  s o u r c e ,  M e t h o d i s t - s u p p o r t e d  T r i n i t y  
C o l l e g e .
C e r t a i n  f a c t o r s  w orked  t o g e t h e r  t o  make Page  a  m ore  a t t r a c t i v e  
f i g u r e  t o  p r i v a t e  c o l l e g e  s u p p o r t e r s  w i t h  whom h e  had  b e e n  a t  o d d s  i n  
t h e  s c h o o l  l e v y  ca m p a ig n  i n  1897 . The e x p a t r i a t e - j o u r n a l i s t  w as a  
f o r m e r  s t u d e n t ,  h a v i n g  a t t e n d e d  t h e  s c h o o l  f o r  one y e a r ,  an d  a  member 
o f  a  f a m i l y  w e l l -k n o w n  i n  t h e  Durham a r e a .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  aw ard ed  
h o n o r a r y  d e g r e e s  from  R an d o lp h -M ac o n  C o l l e g e ,  1 900 , and  T u la n e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y ,  1902 , he  now c a r r i e d  t h e  t i t l e  D r .  P a g e .  A l s o ,  h i s  j o u r n a l i s t i c  
c a r e e r  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow . I n  1 8 9 9 ,  a t t r a c t e d  by t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  
b e i n g  h i s  own b o s s ,  he l e f t  t h e  A t l a n t i c  M o n th ly  and  moved t o  New 
Y o rk  t o  fo rm  D o u b le d a y ,  Page  & Company w i t h  F r a n k  D o u b le d a y .  A f t e r  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e m s e lv e s  a s  book  p u b l i s h e r s .  D o u b led a y  and Page  i n t r o ­
d u c e d  a  new j o u r n a l  c a l l e d  W o r ld ' s Work i n  O c t o b e r ,  1 901 , w i t h  P ag e  
s e r v i n g  a s  e d i t o r .  D e s c r i b i n g  t h e  m a g a z in e  t o  J o e l  C h a n d le r  H a r r i s ,  
h e  s a i d , " I t  i s  n o t  g o in g  t o  p u b l i s h  f i c t i o n ,  b u t  i t  w i l l  b e  r a t h e r  a  
p r a c t i c a l ,  m a n 's  m a g a z in e ,  h a n d s o m e ly  i l l u s t r a t e d ,  a s  w e l l  w r i t t e n  a s  
p o s s i b l e ,  a t h i n g  o f  s e r i o u s  p u r p o s e  a n d  b ro a d  s c o p e . "88  U nder h i s  
g u i d a n c e  t h e  j o u r n a l  became a  s u c c e s s  an d  s e r v e d  a s  a n  e f f e c t i v e  
co m m en ta ry  on  p r o g r e s s i v e  e f f o r t s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  and i n d u s t r y  a s  w e l l
Q?
WHP t o  W a l la c e  B u t t r i c k ,  A p r i l  11 ,  1 902 , Page  MSS.
^^WHP t o  J o e l  C h a n d le r  H a r r i s ,  A u g u s t  2 ,  1900, Page MSS.
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a s  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r e s s .  S o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n a l  
l e a d e r s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  Page and  W o r ld ' s W ork . C h a r l e s  W. 
D ab n ey ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  T e n n e s s e e  an d  C i n c i n n a t i ,  
w r o t e ,  "Can you  n o t i c e  o u r  s c h o o l  i n  th e  W 's  I t  w i l l  h e l p  u s  v e r y
m u c h ."89
T h e r e i n  l i e s  t h e  s e c r e t  o f  P a g e ' s  a p p e a l  t o  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e .
He was an  i n f l u e n t i a l  f i g u r e :  A S o u t h e r n e r ,  e d i t o r  o f  one o f  th e
n a t i o n ' s  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  j o u r n a l s ,  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  and 
f r i e n d  o f  num erous  i n d u s t r i a l  and  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  l e a d e r s .  T r i n i t y  
C o l l e g e ' s  p r e s i d e n t  K i l g o ,  a s  h ad  C h a r l e s  D abney ,  was aw are  o f  th e  
pow er o f  P a g e ' s  i n f l u e n c e  a s  a  j o u r n a l i s t  and  c o n t a c t  w i t h  p h i l a n t h r o ­
p i s t s  and f o u n d a t i o n s .  H a v in g  b e e n  a t t a c k e d  by c o n s e r v a t i v e  d en o m in a ­
t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  l e a d e r s  f o r  h i s  i n s i s t e n c e  on h i g h  s t a n d a r d s  and 
a c a d e m ic  f r e e d o m  and  by  l i b e r a l s  f o r  " h a v in g  s o l d  o u t  t o  t h e  t r u s t s " 9 0  
i n  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  p a t r o n a g e  o f  t h e  Duke f a m i l y ,  K i l g o  c o n s i d e r e d  a 
f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  P ag e  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  i n t e r e s t s .
The f o r m a l  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y  was h e l d  i n  
t h e  e v e n in g  o f  F e b r u a r y  23 i n  B r a x t o n  C rav e n  H a l l .  B i s h o p  W i l l i a m  
W a l l a c e  D uncan  o f  t h e  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  M e t h o d i s t  C h u rc h  o f f e r e d  th e  
d e d i c a t o r y  p r a y e r ,  an d  Jam es  H. S o u t h g a t e ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  
T r u s t e e s ,  r e a d  a  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  l i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g .  J u d g e  A rm stead  
B u r w e l l  o f  C h a r l o t t e  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  to  t h e  C o l l e g e  w h ic h  was 
a c c e p t e d  by P r e s i d e n t  K i l g o . 91
® 9(]har les  W i l l i a m  D abney t o  WHP, nd .  , P ag e  MSS.
^ ^ o o d y , P a p e r s  and  A d d r e s s e s , p .  3 3 .
9 1 "The F o rm al  O p e n in g  o f  t h e  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y , "  P ag e  MSS.
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L in e  o f  R e a s o n in g
W h ile  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e ,  t h e  
d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i b r a r y  was o n l y  o f  p e r i p h e r a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  
g ro w th  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a .  H ow ever ,  i n  p r a i s i n g  t h e  
new e d i f i c e  a s  a  sym bol o f  com m itm ent t o  h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g ,  P age  fo u n d  a n  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a m p l i f y  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n .  Unbound 
by  t h e  e x p e d i e n t  dem ands d i c t a t e d  by  W i n s t o n ' s  i n a u g u r a t i o n  and t h e  
s c h o o l  l e v y  c a m p a ig n  o f  1 8 9 7 ,  he  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p u b l i c  
i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  a  m ore i d e a l i s t i c  t o n e .
Based a lm ost e n t i r e l y  on the prem ise th a t  the  dem ocratic  p r in ­
c i p l e  a p p l ied  to  e d u c a t io n  and the S o u th e r n e r 's  p r id e  in  h i s  country ,  
Page a m p lif ie d  the f o l lo w in g  p r o p o s i t io n :
. . . t h e  n e x t  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e  
i n  a  b r o a d  and  g e n e r a l  way s h o u l d  b e  t o  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
o f  a l l  p e o p l e .
I n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h i s  c o n c e p t  Page  s o u g h t  t o  (1 )  d e f i n e  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  
p r i n c i p l e ,  (2 )  i l l u s t r a t e  i t s  b e n e f i t s  when a p p l i e d  t o  v a r i o u s  a r e a s  o f  
A m e r ic a n  l i f e ,  and ( 3 )  h y p o t h e s i z e  i t s  s u c c e s s  i f  a p p l i e d  t o  e d u c a t i o n .
Although he a g a in  fo l lo w e d  a p r o b le m -s o lu t io n  o r g a n iz a t io n .  
P a g e 's  T r in i ty  address  d i f f e r e d  from h i s  remarks in  Chapel H i l l  and 
Greensboro in  th a t  i t  o f f e r e d  much p r a i s e  and l i t t l e  blame.
Form s o f  S u p p o r t
Page r e l i e d  upon exam ples, com parisons, i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  t e s t i ­
mony, h y p o t h e t ic a l  r e a s o n in g ,  a p p ea ls  to  m otives  o f  s e l f - e s t e e m  and 
s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  and c o n n o ta t iv e  language a s  the major means o f  
a m p l i f i c a t io n  in  the T r i n i t y  ad d ress .
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In em phasiz ing  the d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  ap p ly in g  th e  "dem ocratic  
p r i n c i p l e  to  a l l  p a r t s  o f  l i f e , "  Page proposed "to remind" h i s  au d ien ce  
o f  the s u c c e s s f u l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  the  p r i n c i p l e  to  th r ee  " notab le  
ach ievem en ts  in  the c o u n tr y 's  h i s t o r y .
He s t r e s s e d  that the a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  the dem ocratic  p r i n c i p l e  to  
th e  form ation  o f  the government had r e s u l t e d  i n  "a t h in g  so momentous 
th a t  i t  marks an epoch in  a l l  human h i s t o r y . "  L ik e w ise ,  speak ing  o f  
"the s e t t le m e n t  o f  the W est,"  he d e s c r ib e d  "the f i r s t  g r e a t  dem ocratic  
m ig r a t io n  o f  men in  h i s to r y "  in  which "the ta sk  was done b e t t e r  than  
any such ta sk  was ever  done b e f o r e ."  Every man "went in  a dem ocratic  
way. He marched, camped, fo u g h t ,  and s e t t l e d  as he p le a s e d .  I t  was 
th e  working out  o f  the in d iv id u a l  g e n iu s  in  him that determ ined h i s
I
P a s s in g  over "that h o r r ib le  nightm are o f  the C i v i l  War," Page 
s t i l l  found cause  to  p r a i s e  the power o f  the dem ocratic  p r i n c ip l e  
r e f e r r i n g  to  th e  example o f  men who had n o t  been t r a in e d  for  b a t t l e  but 
"became such s o l d i e r s  as no p r e c ed in g  commander had l e a d ."
D ev e lo p in g  h i s  f i n a l  example o f  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  
th e  dem ocratic  p r i n c i p l e .  Page p r a is e d  the  rap id  growth o f  in d u s tr y  
r e s u l t i n g  from the opportun ity  fo r  ev ery  man to  "seek  th a t  o c c u p a t io n  
i n  which he can b e s t  su cceed , th a t  c r a f t  for  which he has the g r e a t e s t  
a p t i t u d e ."  Thus, the "American workman n o t  only  makes b e t t e r  t h in g s ,  
b u t he makes them f a s t e r  and more c h e a p ly ;  and y e t  he g e t s  more money 
fo r  making them than any other  workman ever  g o t . ” Page employed com­
p a r iso n s  to  emphasize th a t  the n a t io n  s tood  apart from a l l  o th er  coun­
t r i e s  in  i t s  a p p l i c a t io n  o f  the p r i n c i p l e s  o f  democracy.
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O f p o l i t i c s  and  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  P a g e  n o t e d  " t h e r e  
n e v e r  was an y  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t  s o  s t r o n g  i n  i t s  l i b e r a l i z i n g  
i n f l u e n c e . "  He c o n t r a s t e d  t h e  w e s tw a rd  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  w h ic h  e a c h  man 
" s e t t l e d  a s  he  p l e a s e d "  w i t h  " e v e r y  p r e c e d i n g  g r e a t  m i g r a t i o n  o f  men" 
who " h a d  f o l l o w e d  a  k i n g  o r  a  w a r r i o r  o r  a  c h i e f  o f  a  c l a n . "  As a  
r e s u l t ,  h e  c o n c lu d e d  " t h e r e  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  i n  any  c o u n t r y  o r  t im e  s u c h  
a  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  t h e  c o n t e n t e d ,  w e l l - i n f o r m e d ,  e n e r g e t i c  m u l t i t u d e s  
t h a t  d w e l l  b e tw e e n  o u r  two m o u n t a i n  r a n g e s . "
P ag e  u s e d  two h y p o t h e t i c a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  b e n e ­
f i t s  w h ic h  h e  e x p e c t e d  f ro m  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e  
" i n  a  b r o a d  and  g e n e r a l  w ay"  t o  e d u c a t i o n .  I n  h i s  f i r s t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  
h e  a s k e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  a s su m e  t h a t  20% o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  e v e r y  commun­
i t y  h ad  r e a c h e d  " t h e i r  u l t i m a t e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  h a n d ,  o f  m in d ,  and  o f  
b o d y , "  an d  w e re  t r a i n e d  " t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  e a c h  m a n 's  a n d  w om an 's  
a b i l i t y . "  W h i le  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  com m unity ,  t h a t  w e l l - t r a i n e d  t w e n ty ,  
h e  s t r e s s e d ,  w ou ld  h a v e  t o  " c a r r y  t h e  o t h e r  e i g h t y . "  H ow ever ,  h e  
a s s e r t e d  no i m a g i n a t i o n  c o u l d  " c o n c e i v e  t h e  ch a n g e  t h a t  w o u ld  t a k e  
p l a c e "  i f  t h e  e i g h t y  had  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  d e v e lo p  and  p e r f e c t  t h e i r  
t a l e n t s .
E x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  U t o p i a n  d r e a m e r s  fro m  P l a t o  t o  B e l la m y  had  
s o u g h t  t o  r e l e a s e  men f ro m  w o rk .  P a g e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  "man w o u ld  d e g e n ­
e r a t e  i f  he c e a s e d  t o  t o i l , "  and  d e f i n e d  h i s  own U t o p i a  i n  te rm s  o f  
" e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  w e l l - d i r e c t e d  l a b o r ,  e v e r y  man w o rk in g  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  own a p t i t u d e . "  W ith  t h i s  c o n c e p t  i n  m in d ,  he  s h a r e d  
h i s  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  i d e a l  co m m u n ity ,  c i t y  o r  s t a t e  w h e re ;
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1. " e v e r y o n e  h a s  e q u a l i t y  b e f o r e  t h e  l a w , "
2 .  t h e r e  i s  " e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y , "  so  t h a t  " a  man 
w o u ld  n a t u r a l l y  f i n d  h i s  f i t t e s t  p l a c e  and  f a l l  i n t o  
i t , "
3 .  t h e r e  i s  " c o m p u ls o r y  t r a i n i n g , "  s o  t h a t  " e v e r y  
c i t i z e n  w i l l  b e  t r a i n e d  t o  do s o m e t h i n g , "
4 .  t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  " h e a l t h f u l , "  and
5 .  t h e r e  i s  " f r e e  t h o u g h t  and  f r e e  s p e e c h  . . . a b o u t
a n y t h i n g  t h a t  i s  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e . "
He a s s e r t e d  t h a t  i n  s u c h  a  com m unity "m o s t  o f  o u r  ' p r o b l e m s '  w o u ld "
s o l v e  t h e m s e l v e s .
I n  h i s  c l o s i n g  r e m a r k s  Page r e f e r r e d  t o  h i s  r e c e n t  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
w i t h  th e  w e l l - k n o w n  and h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  Jam es  B. D uke, d o n o r  o f  t h e  
l i b r a r y ,  n a t i v e  o f  Durham and  p a t r o n  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e ;
I  r e m in d e d  h im  t h a t  you had  p a i d  me t h e  co m p l im e n t  t o
a s k  me t o  make t h e  a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h i s
L i b r a r y ,  a n d  I  a s k e d  'w h a t  s h a l l  I  s a y ? '
He r e p l i e d  w i t h  g r e a t  e a r n e s t n e s s ,  ' T e l l  them
e v e r y  man t o  t h i n k  f o r  h i m s e l f . '
On t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  P age  d e d i c a t e d  t h e  l i b r a r y  t o  " f r e e  t h o u g h t ,  
r e v e r e n t  a l w a y s ,  a lw a y s  e a r n e s t  . . . a b o u t  a l l  s u b j e c t s ,  t h e  f r e q u e n t  
t h o u g h t  t h a t  i s  t h e  v e r y  a tm o s p h e re  o f  a n  i d e a l  c o m m u n i ty ."
As h e  h ad  i n  t h e  G re e n s b o ro  a d d r e s s .  P age  em ployed  s y l l o g i s t i c  
r e a s o n i n g  a s  b o t h  a  t r a n s i t i o n a l  and  a m p l i f i c a t o r y  d e v i c e .  F o l l o w i n g  
h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  ou tcom e o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e  t o  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  l i f e ,  he  a s k e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  
why t h e  same p r i n c i p l e  m ig h t  n o t  be  a p p l i e d  t o  " t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  
a l l  m e n ."  I n  p r o p e r  fo rm  th e  s y l l o g i s m  w o u ld  r e a d :
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I f  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e  w o rk e d  when a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w e s t e r n  s e t t l e m e n t ,  an d  
t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e n  th e  same p r i n ­
c i p l e  w i l l  w o rk  w hen  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n ­
i n g  o f  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e .
The d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e  worked  when a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  o f  g o v e rn m e n t ,  w e s t e r n  s e t t l e m e n t  an d  
t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  i n d u s t r y .
T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e  w i l l  w ork  when
a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e .
E x p r e s s e d  i n  h i s  s p e e c h .  P ag e  s a i d :
Now i f  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e  w o rk ed  a  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and  i n  th e  v e r y  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  g o v e r n ­
m en t  . . .  i f  i t  w o rk e d  a  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  c o n q u e s t  o f  
a  c o n t i n e n t  . . . and  i f  i t  w o rk e d  a  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  i n d u s ­
t r y  and  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  i n d u s t r y  . . . why may n o t  
t h i s  same p r i n c i p l e  w o rk  r e v o l u t i o n s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  
l i f e ,  i f  i t  b e  t r u s t e d  and  a p p l i e d .
I  h a v e  gone  t h r o u g h  t h i s  c a t a l o g u e  o f  f a m i l i a r  
t h i n g s ,  I  hope n o t  t o  y o u r  w e a r i n e s s ,  f o r  t h e  s i n g l e  
p u r p o s e  o f  com ing  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I  had  i n  m ind  a t  
t h e  b e g i n n i n g , - - n a m e l y  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e  i n  a  b r o a d  and  g e n e r a l  way m u s t  
b e  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h e  r i g h t  
t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e .
P a g e ' s  u s e  o f  e x a m p le s ,  c o m p a r i s o n s ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  t e s t i m o n y ,  
a n d  h y p o t h e t i c a l  r e a s o n i n g  w e re  a l l  i n t e n d e d  t o  a m p l i f y  t h e  p r e m i s e  
t h a t  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e  a p p l i e d  t o  e d u c a t i o n .
I n  t h e  T r i n i t y  a d d r e s s  Page u t i l i z e d  two m o t iv e  a p p e a l s ,  s e l f ­
e s t e e m  and  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n .  The e m o t i o n a l  t o n e  o f  t h e  s p e e c h  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  co m m en d a tio n  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  a p p l y i n g  
t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  d em o c racy  t o  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  l i f e  an d  h i s  
a u d i e n c e ' s  p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  s c h o o l  and c o u n t r y .
P ag e  d e f i n e d  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e  a s  " n o t h i n g  m ore  o r  l e s s  
t h a n  t h i s : "
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- - t h a t  s o c i e t y  s h a l l  b e  s o  o r g a n i z e d  t h a t  e v e r y  
i n d i v i d u a l  may h av e  t h e  same o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  h i s  
d e v e lo p m e n t  t h a t  e v e r y  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s ,  t h a t  
e v e r y o n e  may f i n d  h i s  n a t u r a l  a p t i t u d e ,  t h a t  none 
may b e  h i n d e r e d ,  and  t h a t  e v e r y  man who h a s  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  g ro w th  i n  h im  may a c h i e v e  i t ,  and 
m o s t  e a s i l y .
He h e i g h t e n e d  th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  by l a b e l i n g  i t  " t h e  
g r e a t e s t  t r u t h  t h a t  c i v i l i z a t i o n  h a s  w ro u g h t  o u t , "  and  " t h e  c e n t r a l  
s e c r e t  o f  human p r o g r e s s . "  T h u s ,  i n  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  " a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  u n h e s i t a t i n g  and  u n c o m p ro m is in g  d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e  t o  a l l  p a r t s  
o f  l i f e , "  P ag e  a c c e n t u a t e d  t h e  n ee d  t o  b e g i n  a t  " b o t h  t h e  t o p  and  t h e  
b o t to m  o f  s o c i e t y  ( f o r )  so  l o n g  a s  an y  human b e i n g  i s  l e f t  o u t  o f  t h e  
schem e o f  p e r f e c t  t r a i n i n g ,  a l l  w i l l  s u f f e r  some l o s s .  You c a n n o t  
know t h a t  t h e  one l e f t  o u t  m i g h t  n o t  b e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  l e a d e r  y o u  h av e  
e v e r  h a d . ” As s u c h ,  h e  p r a i s e d  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  f o r  s e n d i n g  o u t  i t s  
men " t o  d e v e lo p  a  schem e o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  w h e re b y  none s h a l l  be  
n e g l e c t e d .  T h e re  i s  no o t h e r  m i s s i o n  q u i t e  so  i m p o r t a n t . "  P a g e  u s e d  
a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e ' s  p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  T r i n i t y  
C o l l e g e  an d  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  t o  e n h a n c e  h i s  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  
e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  r e c e i v e  a n  e d u c a t i o n .  He c o n g r a t u l a t e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  
f o r  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  " t h e  p r o g r e s s "  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  q u i c k l y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
" a  s t a n d a r d  f o r  s c h o l a r s h i p  t h a t  i s  a s  h i g h  a s  i f  you  h ad  h ad  a  l o n g  
p e r i o d  t o  grow up t o  i t , "  an d  f o r  t a k i n g  a  " p l a c e  a t  o n c e  among t h e  
v e r y  b e s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  k i n d ,  an d  t h e  k in d  i s  b e s t  f o r  t h e  h i g h  
c u l t u r e  o f  m e n ."  He a l s o  p r a i s e d  t h e  s c h o o l  " a s  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  
t h e  h i g h e r  t r a i n i n g  o f  y o u t h ,  w h e re  t h e y  g e t  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h o u g h t  and 
l i f e  f i x e d ,  to  w h ich  t h e y  h o l d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  c a r e e r s . "
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To a  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  P ag e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  a r o u s e  s o u t h e r n  p a t r i o t ­
i s m  t o  c o m p l im e n t  an d  m a g n i f y  h i s  a p p e a l s  t o  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  m a n i ­
f e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  i d e a l .
S p e a k in g  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  i d e a l  t o  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  P ag e  m e n t io n e d  t h e  " f a t h e r s  o f  t h e  r e p u b l i c "  
an d  " t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  we f o u g h t  f o r  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w a r . "  R e f e r ­
r i n g  t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  h e  d e s c r i b e d  how man made a 
" c o n q u e s t  o f  t h a t  w o n d e r f u l  c o u n t r y  b e tw e e n  t h e  A p p a l a c h i a n  and  th e  
R ocky M o u n t a i n s , "  m a r c h i n g ,  c a m p in g ,  f i g h t i n g  and  s e t t l i n g  a s  t h e y  
p l e a s e d .  The end  r e s u l t  w as t o  s e t t l e  a c o n t i n e n t  " b e t t e r  s t o c k e d  w i t h  
men th a n  an y  o t h e r  c o u n t r y  e v e r  was b e c a u s e  e v e r y  man h ad  t h e  same 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  e v e r y  o t h e r  man h a d . "  F i n a l l y ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i n d u s t r y ,  
h e  p r a i s e d  " t h e  A m e r ic a n  workm an" who h ad  " in v a d e d  t h e  o l d e s t  k ingdom s 
o f  t h e  w o r l d , "  an d  now r e i g n e d  a l o n g  w i t h  " t h e  A m e r ic a n  O r g a n i z e r "  a s  
" m o n a rc h s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  i n d u s t r y  t o d a y . "
C o m bin ing  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  a p p e a l  an d  a p p e a l s  t o  p r i d e  by  e x t o l ­
l i n g  t h e  " c a p a c i t y  o f  A m e r ic a n  m anhood" an d  " d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  c a p a c i t y  
o f  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e , "  P age  c o n c lu d e d ;  " I f  we a r e  i n c l i n e d  to  
b o a s t ,  we s h o u ld  n o t  be w a r r a n t e d  i n  b o a s t i n g  o f  o u r s e l v e s ,  so  much a s  
i n  b o a s t i n g  o f  t h e  one  g r e a t  c e n t r a l  s e c r e t  o f  human p r o g r e s s  t h a t  we 
h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  a n d  a p p l i e d . "
One n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  P a g e ' s  a d d r e s s  "w as c a l c u l a t e d  to  
s t i m u l a t e  o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  a  f r e e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  i n  f r e e  p e o p l e ,  i n  f r e e  
t h o u g h t .  He c l o s e d  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  
d e m o c r a t i c  i d e a l  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  h u m a n i t y . "92 
9 2 u n i d e n t i f i e d  n e w sp a p e r  a r t i c l e ,  P age  MSS.
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P a g e 's  sp eech  was c h a r a c te r iz e d  by word usage th a t  ex p ressed  
the  s p e a k e r 's  p r id e  i n  h i s  cou n try , i t s  p e o p le  and i t s  system  o f  
government. Thus, a s  the  newspaper a ccou n t i n d ic a t e d ,  he la b e le d  
democracy "the g r e a t e s t  t r u th  th a t  c i v i l i z a t i o n  has wrought out" and 
c h a r a c te r iz e d  by " fr e e  thought" and " fr e e  sp e e ch ."  R eferr in g  to  the  
p e o p le ,  he spoke o f  " s tr o n g  men," t h e  "American worker," the "American 
O rg a n iz e r ,"  "American Manhood," and "monarchs o f  the  w o r ld 's  in d u s tr y  
t o d a y ."
T r i n i t y ' s  new l ib r a r y  b u i ld in g  was n o t  o n ly  the s t im u lu s  for  
th e  speak ing  o c c a s io n ,  but Page used  i t  a s  a symbol o f  the i n s t i t u ­
t i o n ' s  commitment to  e d u c a t io n a l  p r o g r e s s .  As such , he pronounced the  
b u i ld in g  o f  a modern l ib r a r y  as  "a new th in g  in  North Carolina" and 
"alm ost a new th in g  in  the  w or ld ."  The e d i t o r  o f  W orld 's Work c a l l e d  
th e  c om p le t ion  o f  th e  s t r u c t u r e  ev id en ce  o f  " c o lo s s a l  common sen se"  on 
th e  p ar t  o f  T r i n i t y ' s  l e a d e r s  and su p p o r te r s .
P a g e 's  sp eech  was a l s o  c h a r a c te r iz e d  by i t s  o r a l  q u a l i t y .  
R h e t o r ic a l  q u e s t io n s  were employed to  a id  the  aud ience  i n  fo l lo w in g  the  
c o u r se  o f  th e  sp eech .  R e fe r r in g  to  the  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  the  d em ocratic  
p r i n c i p l e  t o  v a r io u s  a s p e c t s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  q u e s t io n s  r a is e d  by the  
speaker were; "With what r e s u l t ? , ” "What has happened?," "But what do 
we do? ,"  and "What i s  the  r e s u l t ? "
The North C a r o l in ia n  a l s o  employed e x p r e s s io n s  such a s :  "what
I  propose v e r y  b r i e f l y  to  remind you o f , "  "I need not r e h e a rse  to  y ou ,"  
"I hope not to  your w e a r in e s s ,"  "The f i r s t  thought th a t  would occur to  
y o u ,"  and "you who pursue your s t u d ie s  i n  t h i s  c o l l e g e . "  These fu r th e r  
i n d ic a t e  the s p e a k e r 's  awareness o f  h i s  aud ience  and concern  fo r  o r a l
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s t y l e .
T h u s ,  i n  h i s  a d d r e s s  i n  D urham , P ag e  a g a i n  em ployed  h i s  u s u a l  
p l a i n  and  d i r e c t  s t y l e .  H i s  w o rd s  co n v e y e d  a  s e n s e  o f  o p t im is m  and  
i d e a l i s m .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  t h e y  a c c e n t u a t e d  t h e  p o s i t i v e  them e o f  
h i s  m e s s a g e .
A s s e s s m e n t
A l t h o u g h  s p e a k i n g  on  t h e  campus o f  a  p r i v a t e  c o l l e g e .  P age  
u t i l i z e d  t h e  s t i m u l u s  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  a  l i b r a r y ,  
a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p ro m o te  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  He 
a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h i s  g o a l  by r e a s o n i n g  f ro m  t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  t h e  p r i n ­
c i p l e s  o f  d e m o c ra c y  a p p l y  t o  e d u c a t i o n  an d  t h e  s u b - p r e m i s e s  t h a t  a l l  
men h a v e  a  r i g h t  t o  a n  e d u c a t i o n  and  t o  t h e  f a i r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s ­
c o v e r  an d  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  t a l e n t s .
P a g e 's  a d d r e s s  a t  Durham was c o n s i d e r e d :
. . . c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  m an, f r e s h ,  p r a c t i c a l ,  
a d v a n c e d ,  an d  b o l d  . . . The l a r g e  a u d i e n c e  was i n  
f u l l  sy m p a th y  w i t h  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  and  r e n d e r e d  t h e  
t r i b u t e  o f  f r e q u e n t  a p p l a u s e .  M r. P ag e  may c o n t e n t  
h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  h i s  a d d r e s s  was a  
g r e a t  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  body  an d  a l l  o t h e r s  
p r e s e n t . 93
The T r i n i t y  a d d r e s s  p r o b a b l y  p ro v e d  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  t o  t h e  
a u d i e n c e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  u s e  o f  e x a m p le s  and  c o m p a r i s o n s  
w h ic h  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e i r  p r i d e  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e  an d  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .  He 
a l s o  u t i l i z e d  o p t i m i s t i c  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  w h ic h  d e v e lo p e d  t h e  e x p e c t e d  
b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  p e o p l e  and  p r e s e n t e d  a n  a t t r a c ­
t i v e  p i c t u r e  o f  a  u t o p i a n  s o c i e t y .  I n  d e d i c a t i n g  t h e  new l i b r a r y ,
P age  w i s e l y  c h o s e  t o  q u o te  t h e  b e n e f a c t o r  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  Jam es  B. D uke , 
^ ^ U n i d e n t i f i e d  n e w sp a p e r  a r t i c l e .  P ag e  MSS.
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a  man who commanded t h e  u t m o s t  r e s p e c t  o f  a l l  t h o s e  a s s e m b le d .
P age  made t h e  l i b r a r y  a  sym bol o f  T r i n i t y ' s  a c a d e m ic  s t a n d a r d s  
an d  i d e a l s  o f  f r e e d o m  o f  t h o u g h t  and  e x p r e s s i o n .  H is  e m p h a s i s  was 
p r o p h e t i c .  S ev en  m o n th s  a f t e r  h i s  s p e e c h .  T r i n i t y  becam e e m b r o i l e d  i n  
a  c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  a c a d e m ic  f r e e d o m .  J o h n  S p e n c e r  B a s s e t t ,  h i s t o r y  
p r o f e s s o r  and  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  S o u th  A t l a n t i c  Q u a r t e r l y , p u b l i s h e d  a n  
a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  " S t i r r i n g  up t h e  F i r e s  o f  Race A n t i p a t h y "  i n  w h ic h  he 
d e c l a r e d  B o o k er  T. W a s h in g to n  " a  g r e a t  and  good man, a  C h r i s t i a n  s t a t e s ­
man . . . a l l  i n  a l l  t h e  g r e a t e s t  man, s a v e  G e n e r a l  L e e ,  b o r n  i n  t h e  
S o u th  i n  a  h u n d re d  y e a r s , a n d  c h a r g e d  t h a t  some e d i t o r s  w e re  g u i l t y  
o f  " s t i r r i n g  up t h e  f i r e s  o f  r a c e  a n t i p a t h y " 9 5  f o r  t h e i r  own p o l i t i c a l  
a d v a n t a g e .  H is  o b s e r v a t i o n  b r o u g h t  down a  s to r m  o f  a b u s e  on B a s s e t t ,  
K i l g o  and  t h e  C o l l e g e .
I n  t h i s  c o n t r o v e r s y  P ag e  p l a y e d  a  s m a l l  b u t  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e .  
W r i t i n g  t o  B .N. D uke, h e  a r g u e d  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  B a s s e t t ' s  o b s e r v a ­
t i o n  was o f  no  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  b u t  i t  w as " o f  h i g h e s t  i m p o r t a n c e  t h a t  a 
p r o f e s s o r  f ro m  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  b e  a l l o w e d  to  h o l d  and  t o  e x p r e s s  any  
r a t i o n a l  o p i n i o n . T h e  Duke f a m i l y  th re w  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  b e h in d  
P r e s i d e n t  K i l g o  who s t o o d  r e a d y  t o  r e s i g n  i f  t h e  t r u s t e e s  c a l l e d  f o r  
B a s s e t t ' s  d i s m i s s a l .  F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  B oard  v o t e d  18 t o  7 t o  s u p p o r t
B a s s e t t . 97
9 4 jo h n  S p e n c e r  B a s s e t t ,  " S t i r r i n g  Up t h e  F i r e s  o f  Race 
A n t i p a t h y , "  S o u th  A t l a n t i c  Q u a r t e r l y , I I  ( O c t o b e r ,  1 9 0 3 ) ,  299 .
^ ^ B a s s e t t ,  303.
9 ^ H P  t o  B.N. D uke, November 2 3 ,  1904, P age  MSS.
9 7 c h a r l e s  E. W ynes, ( e d . )  F o r g o t t e n  V o ic e s  ( B a to n  Rouge;
The L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  108.
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P ag e  r e m a in e d  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .
I n  1908 h e  was i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  u n v e i l i n g  o f  t h e  W a s h in g to n  Duke 
M e m o r ia l  S t a t u e . 98 h i s  l a s t  y e a r  a s  T r i n i t y ' s  p r e s i d e n t ,  K i lg o
re m a rk e d  i t  was a lw a y s  " b o t h  a  p l e a s u r e  and  a  p r o f i t  t o  s h a r e  P a g e ’ s 
c o m p a n i o n s h i p .
By 1 903 , w i t h  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  c o l l e g e s  e n j o y i n g  th e  p a t r o n a g e  o f  
p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s ,  h i s  s p e e c h  a t  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e ,  an d  h i s  r o l e  i n  t h e  
" B a s s e t t  a f f a i r , "  P age  e n jo y e d  a  more c o r d i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  e d u c a t o r s  i n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a .  A g r e a t  o b s t a c l e  to  
p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  had  b e e n  r o l l e d  aw ay.
"T he  Man B eh in d  t h e  P low "
T h r e e  m o n th s  a f t e r  he  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  d e d i c a t o r y  a d d r e s s  f o r  
T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e ’ s new l i b r a r y ,  Page  d e l i v e r e d  h i s  commencement o r a t i o n  
"The Man B eh in d  t h e  P low " a t  th e  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and 
M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e  i n  R a l e i g h  on May 26 ,  1903. He sp o k e  a t  th e  i n v i t a ­
t i o n  o f  i t s  p r e s i d e n t ,  h i s  o l d  f r i e n d  G eo rg e  W i n s to n .  H is  a u d i e n c e  was 
com posed  o f  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  o f  t h e  A6Ü C o l l e g e ,  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e  
f a c u l t y ,  t r u s t e e s ,  and  " a  s p l e n d i d ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R a l e i g h  a u d i e n c e  
c o m p l e t e l y  f i l l e d  t h e  b i g  h a l l  t o  t h e  v e r y  b a c k  s e a t s  . . . " 1 0 0  S e a t e d  
o n  t h e  p l a t f o r m  w i t h  P ag e  w e r e ;  P r e s i d e n t  W i n s t o n ,  S . L. P a t t e r s o n ,  
C o m m iss io n e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  members o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  C h ie f  
S B john  C a r l i s l e  K i l g o  t o  WHP, M arch  9 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  P ag e  MSS.
^ ^ J o h n  C a r l i s l e  K i lg o  t o  WHP, J u n e  1 4 ,  1 9 1 0 ,  P age  MSS.
^^^T he News an d  O b s e r v e r  ( R a l e i g h ) ,  May 2 7 ,  1903.
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J u s t i c e  W a l t e r  C l a r k ,  S e c r e t a r y  T .K. B r u n e r ,  Hon. R.W. S c o t t ,  and
H on. J . P .  McRae.
I n  D ecem b er ,  1 912 , W in s to n  i n v i t e d  P age  t o  d e l i v e r  a n  a d d r e s s
a t  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  P u l l e n  M e m o r ia l  B u i l d i n g ,  s c h e d u le d  f o r
c o m p l e t i o n  i n  F e b r u a r y ;
We a l l  d e s i r e  you  t o  make t h e  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  o c c a s i o n .
You knew R .S .  P u l l e n ,  you  knew t h e  s e r i e s  o f  e v e n t s  and  
f o r c e s  t h a t  p ro d u c e d  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and  M e c h a n ic a l  
C o l l e g e  . . . you  know t h e  s t u r d y  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  r u r a l  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  and  i t s  u t t e r  l a c k  o f  
i n d u s t r i a l  s k i l l  an d  k n o w le d g e ,  y ou  know th e  r e c e n t  
s c i e n t i f i c  d i s c o v e r i e s  a l o n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l i n e s ,  y ou  
know t h e  movement f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  t r a i n i n g  and e d u c a t i o n  
i n  a l l  c i v i l i z e d  n a t i o n s ,  y o u  know how c o n te m p tu o u s ly  
t h e  O ld  S o u th  and  e s p e c i a l l y  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  lo o k e d  up o n  
a l l  fo rm s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  much l e s s  up o n  i n d u s t r i a l  
e d u c a t i o n ,  you know how t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  
i n v i t e  and  demand s k i l l  and  k n o w led g e  no l e s s  t h a n  l a b o r  
f o r  t h e i r  c o n v e r s i o n  i n t o  w e a l t h ,  a n d ,  i n  s h o r t ,  y o u  a r e  
t h e  man t o  s p e a k  t o  o u r  p e o p l e  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  and  t h i s  
o c c a s i o n .  102
As m e n t io n e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  P ag e  f e a r e d  a  c o n f l i c t  
i n  d a t e s  o f  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  T r i n i t y ' s  new l i b r a r y  and  t h e  new b u i l d ­
i n g  o f  t h e  A5^ C o l l e g e .  H owever, w hen  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  P u l l e n  
M e m o r ia l  B u i l d i n g  was d e l a y e d  u n t i l  t h e  summer, W in s to n  a s k e d  h im  t o  
s p e a k  a t  t h e  s p r i n g  commencement.
P a g e ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  C o l l e g e  h a r k e d  b a c k  t o  h i s  d a y s  a s  
e d i t o r  i n  R a l e i g h  and  a  member o f  t h e  W a tau g a  C lu b .  "A few  w eeks  a f t e r  
t h e  c l u b  was o r g a n i z e d : "
l O ^ U n i d e n t i f i e d  n e w sp a p e r  a r t i c l e .  P age  MSS.
^ ^ ^ G eo rg e  T. W in s to n  t o  WHP, D ecem ber 1 5 ,  1902 , P ag e  MSS.
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. . . a  c o m m i t t e e  was a p p o i n t e d  t o  p r e p a r e  a  r e p o r t  on  
t h e  n ee d  and  p r a c t i c a l i t y  o f  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  c o l l e g e  i n  
N o r th  C a r o l i n a .  A r t h u r  W in s lo w ,  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  
and  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  s u b m i t t e d ,  on  J a n u a r y  
7 ,  1 8 8 5 ,  a  r e p o r t  w h ic h  was so  c o n v i n c i n g  t h a t  t h e  c lu b  
v o t e d  t o  m e m o r i a l i z e  t h e  G e n e r a l  A ssem b ly  on  t h e  s u b j e c t .  
W in s lo w ,  P e e l ,  and  P age  w e re  named a s  a  c o m m i t t e e  t o  
p r e s e n t  t h e  m e m o r ia l  and  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h  
t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n . 103
In  p rep ar in g  the  r e p o r t  q u e r ie s  aro se  as  to  whether the sc h o o l  
shou ld  in c lu d e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t r a in in g .  Page s e t t l e d  the q u e s t io n  "when 
he s t a t e d  th a t  the b i l l  would never be p assed  by the  ' damn farmer 
l e g i s l a t u r e  u n le s s  th e re  was some a g r ic u l t u r e  i n  i t  s o m e w h e r e .
H i s  o p i n i o n  was a s  p r a g m a t i c  a s  i t  was a b r u p t l y  s t a t e d ,  f o r  " i t  was t h e  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l  t h a t  h e l d  t h e  k ey  t o  im p ro v in g  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  
f o r  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m a s s e s  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a ,  an d  t h e  f a r m e r  p e r i o d ­
i c a l s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  s u c h  was t h e  c a s e . "105  The p o w e r f u l  F a r m e r ' s  
A l l i a n c e  " t h r o u g h  i t s  l o c a l  m e e t i n g s ,  i t s  n e w s p a p e r s ,  and  i t s  p u b l i c  
g a t h e r i n g s ,  e m p h a s iz e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c l a s s e s  w is h e d  t o  
im p ro v e  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  t o t a l  s o c i e t y  t h e y  m u s t  do  so  t h r o u g h  
e d u c a t i o n . "106
The l e g i s l a t u r e  a p p r o v e d  t h e  b i l l  and  on  M arch  3 ,  1887 , t h e  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e  was c h a r t e r e d  a s  a  
l a n d - g r a n t  c o l l e g e .  T oday  known a s  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
t h e  s c h o o l  r e c e i v e d  i t s  f i r s t  c l a s s  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1889.
lO ^L ockm iller , A H is to r y  o f  the North C aro lin a  S t a t e  C o l l e g e , 
p . 27 .
lO ^ib id .
lO Sp erguson , "An E r a  o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  C h a n g e , "  p. 137. 
^ ^ ^ F e r g u s o n ,  134.
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Page was f o r t y - s e v e n  i n  1903. The c o r n c o b  p i p e  o f  h i s  c o l l e g e  
d a y s  "h ad  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  e l e g a n t  an d  m ore  p r o s p e r o u s  l o o k i n g  
c i g a r s .  The e y e l i d s  s t i l l  hung  h e a v y  o v e r  l a r g e  b row n e y e s ,  b u t  t h e  
f a c e  was f u l l e r  . . . t h e  h a i r  t h i n n e r  and  f a r t h e r  b a c k  on th e  
f o r e h e a d , " 1 0 7  an d  h e  now s p o r t e d  a  m o u s t a c h e .  A l t h o u g h  n o t  p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  h andsom e, h i s  a p p e a r a n c e  and  m anner  w e re  b e f i t t i n g  a man whose 
p r o g r e s s i v e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  w e re  r e a d  and  h e a r d  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  a c r o s s  t h e  
c o u n t r y .
"The Man B e h in d  t h e  P lo w "  was d e l i v e r e d  i n  t h e  Academy o f  M u sic
B u i l d i n g .  W in s to n  i n t r o d u c e d  P age  a s  e d i t o r  o f  b o t h  W o r ld ' s Work and
R u r a l  L i f e , a n o t h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  D o u b led a y  an d  P a g e .  The p r e s i d e n t
p r a i s e d  h im  a s  " f i t t e d "  t o  e d i t  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  j o u r n a l  b e c a u s e  "h e  i s
a  f i n e  s p e c im e n  ( s i c )  o f  r u r a l  m anhood, h a v i n g  b e e n  r a i s e d  among t h a t
c l a s s  o f  p e o p l e  i n  Wake C o u n t y . "  T h i s  r e m a rk  d rew  a  ro u n d  o f
a p p l a u s e .  108
L in e  o f  R e a s o n in g
A d d r e s s i n g  t h e  y o u n g  men o f  t h e  A&M C o l l e g e ,  m o s t  o f  whom had
p r e p a r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  c a r e e r s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  P a g e  e m p h a s iz e d  t h a t
" n o  f i e l d  o f  w o rk  . . . o f f e r s  a  g r e a t e r  r e w a r d  i n  human p r o g r e s s  t h a n
a g r i c u l t u r e  a s  i t  i s  t o d a y ,  an d  a s  i t  i s  i n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a . "  The
p r o p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e e c h  i s  t h u s  fo u n d  i n  h i s  c h a r g e  t o  t h e  g r a d u a t e s ;
You h av e  t h e  h i g h  d u t y  t o  make t h e  man b e h i n d  th e  p lo w  an  
e f f i c i e n t  man. I n  d o i n g  t h i s  you w i l l  d o  m ore  t h a n  t o  add  
i n c a l c u l a b ly  t o  o u r  w e a l t h .  You w i l l  b r i n g  a l s o  a  b e t t e r
lO^Ross G r e g o r y ,  W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e :  A m b assad o r  t o  t h e  C o u r t  o f  
S t .  Jam es ( L e x in g t o n :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n tu c k y  P r e s s ,  1970 , p .  10.
^ ^ ^ U n i d e n t i f i e d  n e w sp a p e r  a r t i c l e .  P age  MSS.
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v ie w  o f  l i f e .
P ag e  a g a i n  f o l l o w e d  a  p r o b l e m - s o l u t i o n  d e v e lo p m e n t  i n  h i s  
s p e e c h .  A f t e r  ( 1 )  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  p r o b le m ,  t h e  i n e f f i c i e n t  and u n p r o f ­
i t a b l e  w ork  o f  c h e a p  and u n s k i l l e d  l a b o r ,  he  (2 )  p r a i s e d  R a l e i g h ' s  
p r o g r e s s  w h ich  r e s u l t e d  from  men w i l l i n g  and  a b l e  to  "d o  t h e  j o b , "
( 3 )  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s i m i l a r  p r o g r e s s  was f e a s i b l e  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
s t a t e ,  and  (4 )  commended th e  g r a d u a t e s  f o r  t h e i r  com m itm ent t o  t h e  
r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  men, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  man b e h in d  t h e  p low .
S i m i l a r  t o  h i s  s p e e c h e s  i n  C h a p e l  H i l l ,  G r e e n s b o ro  and Durham 
t h e  e d i t o r  o f  W o r ld ' s Work e x p r e s s e d  h i s  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  p u b l i c  
i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  p r e s e n t  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  b e t t e r  l i f e  f o r  a l l  t h e  
p e o p l e  a s  w e l l  a s  p r o v i d e  p r o s p e r o u s  r e t u r n s  f o r  th e  s t a t e .
L ik e  t h e  T r i n i t y  a d d r e s s ,  "The Man B e h in d  t h e  P lov/ ' was a  
c e r e m o n i a l  o r a t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by am ple  p r a i s e  and m in im a l  b lam e .  
R e a s o n i n g  f ro m  t h e  p r e m is e  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  econom ic  p r o g r e s s  o c c u r s  
w hen  a  s o c i e t y  i s  c o m m it te d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  men. P age  
i d e n t i f i e d  " c h e a p  l a b o r "  a s  t h e  " c u r s e  o f  an y  c o u n t r y  w h e re  i t  e x i s t s ,  
b e c a u s e  i t  m eans i n e f f i c i e n t  l a b o r . "  As one would e x p e r t  from  a  
commencement s p e a k e r  o f  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e ,  he a l s o  b a s e d  h i s  
com m ents on  t h e  n eed  t o  im p ro v e  t h e  r u r a l  economy on  t h e  p r e m is e  t h a t  
t h e  s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a n  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y .
F o rm s  o f  S u p p o r t
"The Man B eh in d  th e  P low " i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a n  e x t e n s i v e  u s e  
o f  e x a m p le s  and  c o m p a r i s o n s  and  a p p e a l s  t o  m o t iv e s  o f  s e l f - e s t e e m  and 
s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  e x p r e s s e d  i n  common la n g u a g e  to  a m p l i f y  and e n h a n c e  
h i s  r e a s o n i n g .
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P age  u s e d  ex a m p le s  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  p ro b le m s  t h a t  a r i s e  from  
u n s k i l l e d  an d  i n e f f i c i e n t  l a b o r .  R e c a l l i n g  an e m b a r r a s s i n g  e p i s o d e  
f ro m  h i s  d a y s  a s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  C h r o n i c l e ,  he d e s c r i b e d  how he had  
e x t o l l e d  t h e  " c h e a p n e s s  o f  l a b o r "  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  a  g ro u p  o f  New 
E n g la n d  b u s i n e s s m e n  p r : s p e c t i n g  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s .  "When t h e  
s p e e c h  was d o n e ,  one " g r i s s l y  o l d  V e r m o n te r "  r e p l i e d ,  "Young f e l l o w ,  
t h a t ' s  j u s t  t h e  t r o u b l e :  we g e t  t o o  l i t t l e  f o r  o u r  w ork  h e r e . "  T h i s  
r e s p o n s e  had  c a u s e d  him t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t :  "W hile  I  was s t a r v i n g  f o r
l a c k  o f  d e c e n t  p a y  f o r  my own w o rk ,  I  was b o a s t i n g  a b o u t  t h e  lo w n e s s  
o f  w a g es .  F o r  I  was s o  i l l  p a i d  a t  my t r a d e  t h a t  1 c o u l d n ' t  make a 
l i v i n g .  Wages w e re  t o o  l o w . "
As a  m eans  o f  b o t h  i d e n t i f y i n g  w i t h  h i s  a u d i e n c e  and a m p l i f y ­
i n g  t h e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  h ad  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  S o u th ,  P ag e  r e f e r r e d  t o  
t h e  g ro w th  o f  t h e  C o l le g e  i t s e l f .  N o t in g  t h a t  w h e re  i t  s t a n d s  was once 
" a n  o l d  f i e l d  and  th e  r o a d  t h a t  r a n  by i t  was t h e  w o r s t  p i e c e  o f  h i g h ­
w a y , "  he  r e c a l l e d  a s  a  boy h a v i n g  " h a u l e d  p e a c h e s  t o  m a r k e t  o v e r  i t . "  
T h i s  r o a d ,  " t h e  v e r y  w o r s t  p i e c e  o f  h ig h w ay  on e a r t h , "  w ou ld  be  
rem em bered  by  " e v e r y  h o r s e  and  m u le  an d  d r i v e r  i n  t h i s  end  o f  Wake 
C o u n ty  . . . t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  e t e r n i t y . "
Page c i t e d  another p e r so n a l  example to i l l u s t r a t e  th a t  "the  
d i f f e r e n c e  i s  not in  the s o i l , "  bu t  " in  the man:"
T h i r t y  y e a r s  ago  a n  o l d  man i n  Rham chat w o rk ed  two a c r e s  o f  
l a n d  and  made j u s t  e n o u g h  ' t r u c k '  t o  buy  l i q u o r  on  W a s h in g ­
t o n  S t r e e t  t o  g e t  d r u n k  t w i c e  a  y e a r .  I  u s e d  t o  s e e  him  
r i d i n g  o u t  H i l l s b o r o  S t r e e t  s t a n d i n g  i n  h i s  w agon , m ak in g  
a  s p e e c h  i n  p r a i s e  o f  G o v e rn o r  V ance. I  h a v e  s e e n  two 
a c r e s  i n  a  c o l d e r  c l i m a t e  o f  no b e t t e r  l a n d - - t i l l  i t  was 
made b e t t e r  by  m a n - - y i e l d  a  c r o p  w o r th  $600  a n  a c r e  n e t .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
128
P ag e  em ployed  c o m p a r i s o n s  a s  t h e  m a j o r  a m p l i f i c a t o r y  d e v i c e  i n  
h i s  s p e e c h .  As s u c h ,  he co m p ared  and  c o n t r a s t e d :  ( I )  R a l e i g h  and  t h e
s t a t e  i n  1883 and  1 9 0 3 ,  ( 2 )  t h e  d i v e r g e n t  w ays  o f  l o o k i n g  a t  s o c i e t y ,  
an d  (3 )  t h e  eco n o m ic  m e a s u r e  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  an d  Iow a .
C om paring  t h e  c i t y  o f  R a l e i g h  w i t h  i t s e l f  a s  i t  w as two d e c a d e s  
e a r l i e r .  P age  o b s e r v e d  " i t  h a s  s o  c o m p l e t e l y  c h a n g e d  i n  t h e  p e r s o n a l  
r e l a t i o n s  o f  i t s  c i t i z e n s ,  i n  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  i t s  f a m i l i e s ,  
i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  i t s  i n d u s t r i e s ,  t h a t  a n  o l d  r e s i d e n t  m u s t  g e t  a l l  h i s  
b e a r i n g s  a n e w ."  He n o t e d  t h a t  " t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  h a l f  a 
m i l l i o n , "  i l l i t e r a c y  i s  " d e c r e a s i n g  now f a s t e r  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e , "  
" m a n u f a c tu r e d  p r o d u c t s  a r e  w o r t h  m ore e v e r y  y e a r  t h a n  i t s  fa rm  
p r o d u c t s , "  and  " r a i l r o a d  m i l e a g e  i n c r e a s e d  f ro m  l e s s  t h a n  two th o u s a n d  
t o  f o u r  th o u s a n d  m i l e s . "  He a l s o  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  two d e c a d e s  e a r l i e r  
t h e  A&M s c h o o l  e x i s t e d  " o n l y  i n  t h e  m in d s  o f  a  g ro u p  o f  y oung  men who 
u s e d  t o  m e e t  i n  a n  o f f i c e  on F a y e t t e v i l l e  S t r e e t  an d  t a l k  o v e r  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s u c h  a  t h i n g . "
P age  co m p ared  an d  c o n t r a s t e d  two d i f f e r e n t  w ays o f  l o o k i n g  a t  
s o c i e t y  a s  a  m eans o f  com m ending s t a t e  l e a d e r s  f o r  t h e i r  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  
..he a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  "One way . . .  i s  t o  s a y  t h a t  God made 
some men u s e f u l  an d  t h a t  h e  made o t h e r s  w o r t h l e s s  an d  t h a t  we c a n ' t  do 
much t o  ch a n g e  t h e  A l m i g h t y ' s  h a n d i w o r k . "  The a l t e r n a t i v e  o r  t h e  
d e m o c r a t i c  p o i n t  o f  v ie w  i s  " t o  s a y  t h a t  a l l  men a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  some 
d e g r e e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  d u t y  o f  s o c i e t y  t o  g i v e  
e v e r y o n e  a  c h a n c e  t o  d e v e l o p  h i s  a p t i t u d e s  t h e  b e s t  he c a n . "  C o n t r a s t ­
i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  t h e  tw o ,  h e  d e c l a r e d  " t h e  f i r s t  m ethod  m akes a
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s o r t  o f  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  p r i v i l e g e  an d  o p p o r t u n i t y . "  The o t h e r  way g i v e s  
" t h e  c l o d h o p p e r s  an d  j a c k l e g s  and  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n - - a  c h a n c e .  . . t o  
become a  s k i l l f u l  man an d  g e t  t h e  r e w a r d s  o f  h i s  s k i l l . "  A g a in  c o n ­
t r a s t i n g  t h e  tw o , h e  com pared  th e  f i r s t  m eth o d  t o  " l i f e  i n  t h e  M id d le  
A g e s ” and  t h e  s e c o n d  t o  " l i f e  i n  t h e  m odern  r e p u b l i c . "  I n  t h e  a g e  o f  
k i n g s ,  " a  man w i t h  pow er lo o k e d  up t h e  g r e a t  b o d y  o f  men a s  a common 
h e a d ,  good t o  t i l l  h i s  l a n d ,  t o  f i g h t  h i s  b a t t l e s ,  t o  o b ey  h i s  o r d e r s  
. . . t o  k e e p  t h e i r  p l a c e . "  I n  t h e  m odern  a g e ,  "men b e g a n  t o  g e t  
i n d i v i d u a l  c h a n c e s , "  and  " e v e r y  man b e g a n  t o  a d j u s t  h i m s e l f  t o  s o c i e t y  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  and a b i l i t y . "  The en d  r e s u l t  was t h a t  
" s o c i e t y  moved f o r w a r d , "  and  " a l m o s t  e v e r y  man i n  Wake C oun ty  now l i v e s  
b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  K in g s  o f  E n g la n d  o n c e  l i v e d . "
A n n o u n c in g  t h a t  " t h e  b e s t  way o f  g e t t i n g  a  r i g h t  ec o n o m ic  
m e a s u r e  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  i s  by  c o m p a r in g  i t  w i t h  some o t h e r  S t a t e  o f  
a  g e n e r a l l y  s i m i l a r  c h a r a c t e r  and  o p p o r t u n i t y , "  Page  em b ark ed  u p o n  a  
c o m p a r i s o n  o f  h i s  home s t a t e  an d  I o w a , "  a n o t h e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t a t e .  He 
em p lo y ed  a  w e a l t h  o f  s t a t i s t i c s  t o  m a g n i fy  t h e  g r e a t e r  p r o g r e s s  
a c h i e v e d  by t h e  m i d w e s t e r n  s t a t e .  I n  t h i s  m an n e r  he  e m p h a s i z e d :
P o p u l a t i o n :  W h i le  t h e  s t a t e s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  e q u a l  i n  s i z e
and  p o p u l a t i o n ,  " 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s  . . . h av e  gone  t o  
Io w a "  and  o n l y  " 8 3 ,0 0 0  . . . h a v e  come t o  N o r th  
C a r o l i n a "  . . . " 4 6 ,0 0 0  more p e r s o n s  h av e  gone  t o  
Iow a t h a n  h a v e  come f ro m  i t ;  b u t  2 4 6 ,0 0 0  m ore  h a v e  
g o n e  away f ro m  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  t h a n  h av e  come t o  i t . "
T h i s ,  t h e  s p e a k e r  o b s e r v e d ,  w as " t h e  f i r s t  s t a r t -  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  two s t a t e s .  lo w an s  moved away 
f ro m  hom e; b u t  p e r s o n s  from  o t h e r  S t a t e s  come and  t a k e  
t h e i r  p l a c e s .  More come t h a n  go aw ay. On t h e  o t h e r  
h a n d ,  f o r  e v e r y  p e r s o n  who comes t o  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  
f ro m  a n o t h e r  S t a t e ,  f o u r  n a t i v e  C a r o l i n i a n s  go aw ay"
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Home O w n e rs h ip ;  " I n  Iow a 60% o f  t h e  h o u s e s  a r e  owned by
t h e  p e r s o n s  who l i v e  i n  th em ;  i n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  46%.
I n  Iow a a b o u t  30% o f  t h e  homes a r e  l e a s e d .  I n  N o r th  
C a r o l i n a  m ore  t h a n  h a l f  a r e  l e a s e d . "
E d u c a t i o n :  "Of c h i l d r e n  f ro m  5 t o  9 y e a r s  o f  ag e  N o r t h
C a r o l i n a  h a s  30% a t  s c h o o l ;  Iow a  h a s  67%. Of c h i l d r e n  
10 t o  14 y e a r s  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  h a s  63%; Iow a h a s  91% ."
In d u stry :  " . . .  the average annual wage per hand in
m a n u f a c t u r e s  i s  o n l y  a  l i t t l e  m ore t h a n  tw i c e  a s  much 
i n  Iowa ($ 4 0 8 )  a s  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  ($ 1 9 6 )  . . . Y e t  
e v e r y  f a c t o r y  w o r k e r  i n  Io w a  t u r n s  o u t  a  p r o d u c t
a b o u t  t w i c e  a s  v a l u a b l e  a s  t h e  f a c t o r y  w o rk e r  i n  N o r th
C a r o l i n a . "
F a r m in g :  " N o t  o n l y  a r e  t h e i r  f a r m  p r o d u c t s  w o r th  m ore  t h a n
f o u r  t i m e s  a s  much a s  o u r s ;  b u t  t h e i r  fa rm  p r o p e r t y  i s  
w o r t h  e i g h t  t im e s  a s  much a s  o u r s .  Our f a rm  p r o p e r t y  
h a s  i n c r e a s e d  50% i n  tw e n t y  y e a r s ;  t h e i r s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  
150% . . .  We h a v e  a  g r e a t e r  d i v e r s i t y  o f  s o i l  t h a n  
t h e  l o w a n s .  We a r e  a s  n e a r  m a r k e t s  a s  t h e y  a r e .  We 
g row  some g r e a t  s t a p l e s  t h a t  t h e y  c a n n o t  g r o w - - s u c h  a s  
c o t t o n  and  t o b a c c o  and  r i c e  . . . t h e  a v e r a g e  incom e 
o f  f a r m - w o r k e r s  i n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  i s  $146 a  y e a r ,  and  
i n  Iow a $611  a  y e a r .  I n  o t h e r  w o rd s  a  f a rm - w o rk e r  i n  
Iow a  m a k e s ,  e a r n s  and g e t s  n e a r l y  f o u r  t im e s  a s  much 
a s  a  f a r m -w o rk e r  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  
h e  i s  f o u r  t i m e s  a s  c a p a b l e  a  m a n - - f o u r  t i m e s  a s  good 
a t  h i s  b u s i n e s s .
R e a s o n in g  f r o m  e f f e c t  t o  c a u s e  i n  h i s  l e n g t h y  c o m p a r i s o n  
b e tw e e n  t h e  two s t a t e s .  Page  a n n o u n c e d ,  " t h e  k ey  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  
t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  l a b o r , "  t h a t  i s ,  " I t ' s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  
men b e h in d  t h e  p l o w s . "  To c o n c lu d e  t h i s  l i n e  o f  r e a s o n i n g ,  he  s t r e s s e d  
t h a t  lo w an s  " h a v e  t r a i n e d  t h e i r  p e o p l e  b e t t e r .  They t i l l  t h e  s o i l  
b e t t e r ;  t h e y  know i t  b e t t e r ;  t h e y  u s e  m ore  m a c h in e r y ;  t h e y  u s e  m ore  
i n t e l l i g e n c e . "  The i m p l i c a t i o n  was c l e a r :  "So lo n g  a s  t h e  man b e h in d
t h e  p lo w  i s  u n t r a i n e d ,  t h e  e a r t h  r e s e n t s  t h e  i n s u l t  and  becom es 
b a r r e n ;  and  e v e r y  u n t r a i n e d  man b e h i n d  t h e  p lo w  makes t h e  s o i l  o f  
N o r th  C a r o l i n a  p o o r e r - - m a k e s  t h e  s t a t e  p o o r e r - - m a k e s  u s  a l l  p o o r e r . "
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I n  h i s  o r a t i o n  P ag e  a g a i n  f o c u s e d  h i s  e m o t i o n a l  a p p e a l s  on two
m o t i v e s ,  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  and s e l f - e s t e e m ,  a s  a  m eans o f  e n h a n c in g
t h e  p r e m i s e s  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  econom ic  p r o g r e s s  o c c u r s  when a  s o c i e t y
i s  c o m m it te d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  men.
P a g e  u t i l i z e d  t h e  m o t iv e  o f  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  i n  g l o r i f y i n g
" t h e  m o d e rn  r e p u b l i c "  w h e re  " a t  l a s t  men b e g a n  t o  g e t  i n d i v i d u a l
c h a n c e s . "  W h erea s  human s o c i e t y  had gone on f o r  " c e n t u r i e s  w i t h o u t
an y  g r e a t  c h a n g e , "  men f r e e  t o  d e v e lo p  t h e  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e i r
a b i l i t i e s  "becam e r i c h e r - - s o  im m en se ly  r i c h e r  t h a t  c o m f o r t s  m u l t i p l i e d
b ey o n d  p r e c e d e n t : "
The com m onest w i t h  e q u a l  c h a n c e s  g i v e n  t o  h im  now and  t h e n  
d e v e lo p e d  i n t o  t h e  m o s t  uncommon. Men no l o n g e r  lo o k e d  on 
an y  c l a s s  a s  f i x e d  o r  doomed; and e v e r y  man b e g a n  t o  
a d j u s t  h i m s e l f  t o  s o c i e t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  and  
a b i l i t y .  S ee  w h a t  c h a n g e s  came.' I n  a  few  g e n e r a t i o n s  
human s o c i e t y  moved fo r w a rd  a s  i t  had  n o t  moved f o r  
c e n t u r i e s .
P o i n t i n g  t o  R a l e i g h ' s  p r o g r e s s  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  o n ly  two 
d e c a d e s .  P ag e  l a u d e d  t h e  l e a d e r s  who r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  " t h e  d o c t r i n e  
t h a t  o u r  p e o p l e  a r e  i n c a p a b l e , "  b u t  r a t h e r  " b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  
o f  t h e  p e o p l e . "
P ag e  e x c i t e d  t h e  p r i d e  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e  by l a v i s h i n g  am ple 
a p p r o b a t i o n  on N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  i n  g e n e r a l  an d  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  o f  t h e  
A&M C o l l e g e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  I n  c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  t h e  com m onw ealth  on i t s  
a im  o f  " t r a i n i n g  men t o  w o r k , "  Page c i t e d  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
t h e  d e c r e a s i n g  r a t e  o f  i l l i t e r a c y ,  t h e  r i s i n g  v a l u e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  an d  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s ,  i n c r e a s e d  r a i l r o a d  m i l e a g e ,  u r b a n  g ro w th ,  
c h a n g e s  i n  l e a d e r s h i p ,  and t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  A&M C o l le g e  i t s e l f .
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The speaker c la im ed  "the g r e a t e s t  p r o g r e ss  has been made in  manufac-
Lures and e d u c a t io n ,"  which was the  r e s u l t  o f  the e f f o r t s  o f  "our own
men and women."
D i r e c t i n g  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a d v a n c e s  made i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  Page  
d e c l a r e d  " t h e  p r o g r e s s  . . .  i s  much t o  o u r  c r e d i t - - v e r y  much t o  o u r  
c r e d i t :
The d e s c e n d i n g  l i n e  o f  b l a c k  i l l i t e r a c y  h a s  come down fro m  
43 p e r  c e n t  i n  1880 t o  28 p e r  c e n t  i n  1 9 0 0 - - a  w o n d e r f u l
r e c o r d  t o  t h e  e v e r l a s t i n g  g l o r y  o f  t h e  N o r th  C a r o l i n a
s c h o o l - m a s t e r ,  s c h o o l - m i s t r e s s , s c h o o l - a g i t a t o r , and t o  
t h e  u n d y in g  c r e d i t  o f  a n  aw akened  p e o p l e .  T h i s  i s  one  o f  
t h e  m o s t  c r e d i t a b l e  c h a p t e r s  on  t h e  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  o f  an y  
com m onw ealth  o r  o f  any  c o u n t r y .
P o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  r a p i d  g r o w th  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o g r e s s .  P age  
e m p h a s iz e d  t h a t  " d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e d  
p r o d u c t s  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  a t  a  f a s t e r  r a t e  t h a n  I o w a , "  
a s t a t e  s i m i l a r  i n  many r e s p e c t s .  He n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
" m a n u f a c tu r e s  h av e  gone  beyond o u r  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  v a l u e , "  w h ic h  he 
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  " b e t t e r  t r a i n e d  men i n  o u r  f a c t o r i e s  and  
b e t t e r  men t o  m anage th e m ."
P age  commended t h e  g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s  a s  " t h e  f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  
men i n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  t h a t  h a s  h ad  a  c h a n c e  t o  be t r a i n e d  t o  s c i e n t i f i c  
a g r i c u l t u r e . "  E x p a n d in g  th e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  t o  t h e  
s t a t e ,  he  r e m in d e d  them  o f  t h e i r  d u t y  " t o  make t h e  man b e h i n d  t h e  p lo w  
a n  e f f i c i e n t  m a n ."  I n  so  d o i n g ,  t h e y  w o u ld  add  i n c a l c u l a b l y  t o  o u r  
w e a l t h  and  " b r i n g  a l s o  a  b e t t e r  v i e w  o f  l i f e . "  A m p l i f y in g  t h i s  c h a r g e ,  
t h e  e d i t o r  f ro m  New Y ork com bined  b o t h  p r a i s e  and a d m o n i t i o n :
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You understand the r i g h t  t r a in in g  to  w o r k -- to  work w ith  
the hands. . . Other peop le  may f o o l  th e m s e lv e s ,  i f  
they s t i l l  care  to  do so .  Some may th in k  th a t  i t  i s  
b e t t e r  to  be a j a c k le g  lawyer than a m aster c a r p e n te r .
Some may th in k  th a t  a la z y  drone o f  a preacher i s  
b e t t e r  than a good b la c k sm ith .  Some may th in k  th a t  
to  be an u np rod uctive  'prominent c i t i z e n '  i s  b e t t e r  
than to  make good s p l i t - b o t t o m  c h a i r s .  But you know 
b e t t e r .  You have g o t  away from a l l  th e se  d e l u s io n s .
You have s e t  your l i f e  square w ith  the g r e a t  tru th  
th a t  u n d e r l ie s  a l l  p r o g r e ss  in  a d em o cra cy --th a t  a 
man i s  worth to  the s t a t e  e x a c t l y  what he can do w e l l - -  
no more, no l e s s .  H is work may be any s o r t  o f  work--  
no m atter  what. He i s  sound in  p r o p o r t io n  to  h i s  s k i l l  
in  d o ing  i t  w e l l .
Applauding the graduates  fo r  t h e ir  d e c i s i o n s  to  pursue c a r e e r s  
i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  Page appealed  to  the a g r a r ia n  myth. He p r a ise d  a g r i ­
c u l t u r e  as o f f e r i n g  "a g r e a te r  reward in  human p ro g r e ss"  than any 
o th e r  work, and i d e n t i f i e d  th o se  who engaged in  i t s  study w i th  "the 
g r e a t  o f  a l l  a g e s ,  from Abraham to  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ."  Cognizant o f  
t h e i r  common h e r i t a g e  as a g r a r ia n s ,  he lauded "the constan cy"  o f  v a lu e s  
i n  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y .
Echoing S idney  L a n ie r 's  poem "Thar's More in  the Man Than Thar 
i s  in  the  Land," Page s t r e s s e d  "the d i f f e r e n c e  i s  no t  in  the  s o i l .  I t  
i s  in  the men." In  so d o in g ,  he urged the graduates  to  remember th a t  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y  la y  in  the r ig h t  t r a in in g  o f  the farmer.
In answer to  the r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t io n  "What i s  North Carolina?"  
Page s t i r r e d  Tar H eel p r id e  in  answering " th e se  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  . .
. . . th e se  sand s lo p e s  th a t  lead  eastward to  the  s e a ,  
th e se  uplands th a t  r i s e  to  our m ountains. These are  
a l l  f e r t i l e ,  each in  i t s  own way and each a cco rd in g  to  
the knowledge th a t  men b r in g  to t h e i r  c u l t u r e .  These  
are North C arolin a: . . . your c i v i l i z a t i o n  depends on 
t h is - -w h e th e r  the man behind the plow be a c lod h op p er ,  
or a sym pathetic  s c h o la r  o f  the s o i l .
. II
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The g r a d u a t e s  o f  t h e  A6W C o l l e g e  e x p e c t e d  co m m en d a tio n  f ro m  t h e  com­
m encem ent s p e a k e r  f o r  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  t o  s e r v e  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  and  P age  was n o t  r e l u c t a n t  t o  b e s to w  t h e  a n t i c i ­
p a t e d  p r a i s e .
I n  r e p o r t i n g  P a g e ' s  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  o f  t h e  A&M C o l l e g e ,  
The News and  O b s e r v e r  ( R a l e i g h )  r a n  t h e  h e a d l i n e  "The Man B eh in d  t h e  
P lo w ,  by  W a l t e r  H. P a g e . "109 As h e  h ad  d o n e  w i t h  "T he F o r g o t t e n  M an ,"  
t h e  o r a t o r  had  em p lo y ed  a  p h r a s e  w h ic h  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  t i t l e  o f  h i s  
s p e e c h  and  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  r e m a r k s .  A r h y t h m i c ,  e a s i l y  
rem em bered  p h r a s e ,  "T he Man B eh in d  t h e  P lo w "  p o s s e s s e d  a  l i t e r a l  a s  
w e l l  a s  f i g u r a t i v e  p o w e r .  The t i t l e  was c a p a b l e  o f  a r o u s i n g  up c o n ­
c r e t e  im ag es  o f  a  f a r m e r  p lo w in g  h i s  f i e l d ,  a  f a m i l i a r  s i g h t  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  s t a t e ,  and  f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  t h e  s y m b o l ic  k ey  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
b e tw e e n  e f f i c i e n t  an d  i n e f f i c i e n t  l a b o r .
The News an d  O b s e r v e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  o r a t i o n  was " o n e  o f  t h e  
m o s t  p r a c t i c a l ,  p o w e r f u l ,  com m on-sense  and  a t  t h e  same t im e  e l o q u e n t  
a d d r e s s e s  on f a r m in g  and  N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n s '  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  e v e r  h e a r d  
i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,"110  an d  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  F a rm er  ( R a l e i g h )  
c a l l e d  i t  " a  f o r c e f u l  e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r u t h - T h e  R a l e i g h  P o s t  
p r i n t e d  t h a t  P ag e  h ad  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  c r i t i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  " h i s  own 
p e o p l e  . . . b l u n t l y  p e r h a p s ,  b u t  none  o f  t h e  l e s s  s i n c e r e l y  and
^ ^ ^ The News and  O b s e r v e r  ( R a l e i g h ) , May 2 7 ,  1903 .
l l Olbid.
l l l p r o g r e s s i v e  F a rm er  ( R a l e i g h ) ,  J u n e  9 ,  1903 .
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k i n d l y .  ” 112 t h e s e  a c c o u n t s  i n d i c a t e ,  t h e  New York j o u r n a l i s t  had 
e m p lo y ed  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  was c l e a r  and  t o  t h e  p o i n t .  P age  had  s c o f f e d  
a t  " c h e a p  l a b o r ”  and  " i n e f f i c i e n t  l a b o r "  an d  d e c l a r e d  t o  h i s  a g r i c u l ­
t u r e - m i n d e d  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  " t h e  e a r t h  r e s e n t s  t h e  i n s u l t "  o f  w o rk  by  a n  
u n t r a i n e d  man. T h u s ,  t h e  s p e a k e r  e x t o l l e d  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  " e f f i c i e n t  
l a b o r , "  " t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  men t o  w o r k , "  " t h e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  good w o rk ­
m a n s h i p , "  " t h e  b e t t e r  t r a i n i n g  o f  m e n , "  an d  " t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  
p e o p l e . "  I n  a d d r e s s i n g  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a u d i e n c e  o f  an  a g r a r i a n  
s o c i e t y ,  h e  l a u d e d  t h e  s t u d y  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  a s  a  w ork  o f f e r i n g  a  
" g r e a t e r  r e w a rd  i n  human p r o g r e s s "  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  f i e l d .  R em in d in g  
t h e  g r a d u a t e s  t h a t  " t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  n o t  i n  t h e  s o i l .  I t  i s  i n  t h e  
m a n . "  He u r g e d  them  n o t  t o  b e  a  " c l o d h o p p e r "  b u t  a  " s y s t e m a t i c  s c h o l a r  
o f  t h e  s o i l . "
The e d i t o r  o f  W o r ld ' s  Work e n h a n c e d  h i s  i d e a s  by  e x p r e s s i n g  
th e m  i n  common l a n g u a g e .  As s u c h ,  h e  sp o k e  o f  how "A lm o st  e v e r y  man 
i n  Wake C o u n ty  now l i v e d  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  K in g s  o f  E n g la n d  o n ce  l i v e d ,  
f o r  t h e y  h ad  n e i t h e r  f o r k s  n o r  s o a p ,  an d  i n  e m p h a s i z in g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  
o f  w o r t h w h i l e  l a b o r  he a s k e d ,  " I f  a  man w as o f  no a c c o u n t  i n  Wake 
C o u n ty ,  o f  w h a t  a c c o u n t  c o u ld  he  b e  i n  H eaven  a f t e r  you  g o t  him 
t h e r e ? "
As h e  h a d  d one  i n  h i s  p r e v i o u s  s p e e c h e s  on  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  
S o u t h ,  P ag e  u t i l i z e d  an  o r a l  s t y l e .  T h u s ,  t h e  N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n  
com m ented : "You s m i l e  a t  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  c h e a p  l a b o r  i s  a d v a n t a g e o u s , "
" I  t h e r e f o r e  i n v i t e  you  t o  make a  c o m p a r i s o n  b e tw e e n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  and
112 .R a l e i g h  P o s t , May 27 , 1903.
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I o w a , "  " H e re ,  t h e n ,  we f i n d , "  "When we come t o , "  " o u r  f i r s t  d u t y  t h e n , "  
and  "H ere  comes y o u r  o p p o r t u n i t y . "  T h ese  e x p r e s s i o n s  a l s o  h e l p e d  th e  
l i s t e n e r s  f o l l o w  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s .
An a d d r e s s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  a  c h o i c e  o f  w o rd s  w h ic h  a p p e a l e d  t o  
p r a c t i c a l  t h i n k e r s ,  "The Man B e h in d  t h e  P lo w ' was p r a i s e d  by  th e  
P r o g r e s s i v e  F a rm er  w h ic h  h o p ed  t h a t  t h e  young  men o f  t h e  s t a t e  w ould  
u n d e r s t a n d  " t h a t  ' i t  i s  b e t t e r  t o  make good s p l i t - b o t t o m  c h a i r s '  t h a n  
t o  b e  a n  u n p r o d u c t i v e  'p r o m i n e n t  c i t i z e n .
A s s e s s m e n t
In in v i t in g  Page to  d e l iv e r  a commencement a d d ress em phasizing  
th e  im portance o f  s k i l l e d  t r a in in g  to  in d u s t r ia l  and a g r ic u l t u r a l  
p r o g r e ss  in  North C a r o lin a , W inston had to ld  h i s  fr ie n d  "you are the  
man to  speak to our p eo p le  on t h is  su b je c t  and t h is  o c c a s io n .
W in s to n  c o n s i d e r e d  h im  " t h e  m an" f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
e d i t o r ' s  m i d d l e - c l a s s  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  b a c k g ro u n d ,  h i s  k n o w le d g e  o f  
i n d u s t r i a l  and  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  S o u th  and  th e  
n a t i o n ,  and  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a n  a d v o c a t e  o f  p r o g r e s s i v e  r e f o r m s  i n  t h e  
S o u th .
I n  "The Man B e h in d  t h e  P lo w "  Page a t t e m p t e d  t o  h e i g h t e n  t h e  
a p p e a l  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  b y  b a s i n g  h i s  r e a s o n i n g  on t h e  p r e m i s e s  
t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  eco n o m ic  p r o g r e s s  o c c u r s  when a  s o c i e t y  i s  co m m itte d  
t o  t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  men and  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t e d  an  
a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y  w hose v a l u e s  m u s t  b e  p r e s e r v e d .
113
P r o g r e s s i v e  F a r m e r , J u n e  9 ,  1903.
114 G eorge  T. W in s to n  t o  WHP, December 15 , 1902 , P ag e  MSS,
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R e l y i n g  p r i m a r i l y  u p o n  p e r s o n a l  e x a m p le s  and  c o m p a r i s o n s .  P age  
p r a i s e d  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  e f f i c i e n t  l a b o r  and  t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n ts  o f  
e n e r g e t i c  men who c o u l d  do  a  j o b .  I n  a  l e n g t h y  and  d e t a i l e d  c o m p a r i ­
s o n  b e tw e e n  h i s  home s t a t e  and  Iowa he f o l l o w e d  an  e f f e c t  t o  c a u s e  
l i n e  o f  r e a s o n i n g  t o  e m p h a s iz e  t h a t  t h e  m i d w e s t e r n  s t a t e  had  a c h ie v e d  
f a r  more w i t h  fe w e r  r e s o u r c e s  b e c a u s e  o f  b e t t e r  t r a i n e d  f a rm  and 
i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r s .
In i t s  rev iew  o f  the speech  the R a le ig h  P o st  p r in te d :
Mr. Page i s  a  n a t i v e  o f  t h e  c o u n ty  o f  Wake and  h i s  
r e f l e c t i o n s  u p o n  h i s  e a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e  and  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
w e re  h a p p y ,  s p e c i a l l y  when u s e d  i n  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  c o n ­
d i t i o n s  u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  e n v i r o n m e n t s .  He l o v e s  h i s  
S t a t e  and  p e o p l e  an d  shows i t  m ore f u l l y  by  h i s  
c r i t i c i s m  an d  e a r n e s t  a d m o n i t i o n s  t h a n  c o u l d  b e  done  
by w o rd s  o f  s y m p a t h e t i c  f l a t t e r y .  H i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
i n  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  e n a b l e  him  t o  s e e  t h e  w eak p l a c e s
among h i s  own p e o p l e  and  h i s  a f f e c t i o n  p r o v o k e s  him
t o  p o i n t  them  o u t ,  b l u n t l y  p e r h a p s ,  b u t  none  t h e  l e s s  
s i n c e r e l y  an d  k i n d l y .
W h i le  c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  t h e  you n g  a g r i c u l t u r i s t s  o f  
t h e  c o l l e g e  u p o n  t h e i r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  an d  e n c o u r a g i n g  
them  i n  t h e i r  l a b o r s ,  h i s  r e m a r k s  a r e  a s  much i n t e n d e d  
f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  g e n e r a l l y ,  s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  who l e a d  i n  
t h e  new p ro p o g a n d a  o f  e d u c a t i o n . 115
The v o i c e  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  
P r o g r e s s i v e  F a r m e r , h a d  h i g h  p r a i s e  f o r  t h e  a d d r e s s :  "A c a r e f u l  r e a d ­
i n g  o f  o u r  S t a t e  e x c h a n g e s  shows t h a t  no o t h e r  commencement a d d r e s s  
d e l i v e r e d  i n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  t h i s  y e a r  h a s  b e e n  so  w i d e l y  d i s c u s s e d  a s
D r .  W a l t e r  H. P a g e ' s  'Man B e h in d  t h e  P lo w ' a t  t h e  A6Ü C o l l e g e . " H ^  The
e d i t o r  p ro m is e d  t o  p r i n t  t h e  o r a t o r ' s  " s t r i k i n g  p a r a l l e l  b e tw e e n  Iowa 
an d  N o r th  C a r o l i n a "  i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e .
115R a le ig h  P o s t , May 2 3 ,  1903. 
l l l p r o g r e s s i v e  F a r m e r , J u n e  9 ,  1903 .
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P a g e ’ s s p e e c h  i n  R a l e i g h  was a  w e l l - r e c e i v e d  e f f o r t  t o  p ro m o te  
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  by  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  r i g h t  
t r a i n i n g  t o  i n s u r e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o g r e s s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  and  eco n o m ic  
g ro w th  i n  g e n e r a l .
Summary
W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e  d e l i v e r e d  f o u r  a d d r e s s e s  b e tw e e n  1891 and  
1903 i n  s u p p o r t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  h i s  home s t a t e  o f  N o r th  
C a r o l i n a .  A l th o u g h  t h e  f i n a l  two s p e e c h e s  w e re  p r e s e n t e d  n e a r l y  
tw e lv e  y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  i n i t i a l  e f f o r t ,  t h e  o r a t i o n s  a t  C h a p e l  H i l l  
( 1 8 9 1 ) ,  G r e e n s b o r o  ( 1 8 9 7 ) ,  Durham ( 1 9 0 3 ) ,  and  R a l e i g h  (1 9 0 3 )  c o n s t i t u t e  
t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  movement i n  t h e  
s t a t e :  ( 1 )  made r e a d y  b y  th e  T e a c h e r s '  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  M c lv e r  and
A ld e rm a n ,  a n d  h i g h - l i g h t e d  by  (2 )  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  G eo rg e  T a y lo e  
W in s to n  a s  Kemp B a t t l e ' s  s u c c e s s o r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  
C a r o l i n a ,  ( 3 )  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  a  w o m an 's  c o l l e g e  i n  G r e e n s b o r o  w i t h  
M c lv e r  a s  p r e s i d e n t ,  ( 4 )  th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  C h a r l e s  A ycock  a s  g o v e r n o r  o f  
t h e  s t a t e ,  an d  (5 )  t h e  g ro w in g  p r o s p e r i t y  an d  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  i n t e r e s t  
w h ic h  e a s e d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n  an d  r e d u c e d  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  
p r i v a t e  c o l l e g e s .  I n  1891 l o c a l  s u p p o r t  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  was 
r e g a r d e d  a s  a  new a n d  r a d i c a l  c o n c e p t ,  b u t  t w e l v e  y e a r s  l a t e r  
a t t i t u d e s  h a d  c h a n g e d .  W h ile  t h e  s t a t e ' s  e d u c a t i o n  p ro b le m s  w e re  n o t  
e l i m i n a t e d ,  t h e  m a j o r  v o i c e s  o f  o r g a n i z e d  o p p o s i t i o n  w e re  s i l e n t .  I n
"The Man B e h in d  t h e  P lo w ,"  he  p r a i s e d  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  " s c h o o l -  
a g i t a t o r "  i n  p o p u l a r i z i n g  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n .  The t e rm  a p t l y  
d e s c r i b e s  h i s  v ie w  o f  h i s  own r o l e  i n  t h e  m ovem ent.  P r i o r  t o  h i s
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a d d r e s s  i n  R a l e i g h  he  a p o l o g i z e d  f o r  h i s  a b s e n c e  fro m  a  m e e t i n g  o f  th e  
S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n  B o a rd  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  com m itm ent " t o  go o f f  down 
S o u th  on a  m i s s i o n a r y  j o u r n e y .
I n  h i s  s p e e c h e s  d e l i v e r e d  i n  1891 an d  1897 P a g e ' s  s t r a t e g y  
d i f f e r e d  f ro m  t h o s e  i n  1903 . The e a r l y  a d d r e s s e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
"T h e  F o r g o t t e n  Man," w e re  m ore  a b r a s i v e  and  b e l l i g e r e n t  i n  mood. H is  
a t t a c k s  on  t h e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  a t t i t u d e  w h ic h  o p p o se d  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n  
w e re  d i r e c t e d  to w a rd  p o l i t i c a l  and  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  l e a d e r s .  As 
c e r e m o n i a l  s p e e c h e s ,  t h e y  i n c l u d e d  a l m o s t  e q u a l  am o u n ts  o f  p r a i s e  and 
b l a m e .
The e m o t i o n a l  t o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  s p e e c h e s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by 
r e p e a t e d  a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e ' s  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  need  
f o r  s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t ,  e m p h a s i z in g  t h e  p a t h e t i c  l i f e  o f  a  f o r g o t t e n  
p e o p l e .  P a g e ' s  c h o i c e  o f  l a n g u a g e  was a l s o  h i g h l y  c o n n o t a t i v e  and  
e m o t i o n a l .  H is  t i t l e  "T he  F o r g o t t e n  Man" becam e a  sym bol f o r  t h e  
n e g l e c t e d  p e o p l e  w hose  l a c k  o f  e d u c a t i o n  d e n i e d  them  a n y  hope  o f  
i m p r o v in g  t h e i r  l o t  i n  l i f e .  I n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  f o r c e s  w h ic h  
" c h a i n e d "  t h e  f o r g o t t e n  man an d  woman, h e  s p o k e  o f  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  " s e r v i ­
t u d e  t o  p a r t y i s m  an d  e c c l e s i a s t i c i s m , "  y o k e s  an d  h a l t e r s ,  " s l u m b e r i n g "  
l a n d s ,  " l o v e  o f  g a i n , "  " g i l d e d  and  r a n c i d  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s , "  " t h e  
d u l l i n g  to u c h  o f  m o n e y - g e t t i n g , "  " m e n d ic a n t  t r a d i t i o n s , "  " c o m p ro m is e ,"  
" p r e j u d i c e , "  f a i l u r e ,  " c o l o s s a l  i n e r t i a , "  " s p e c i a l  p r i v i l e g e , "  p e o p l e  
who w e re  d u p e s ,  d e a d - w e i g h t s  an d  o p p o n e n t s  o f  p r o g r e s s ,  men w i t h  a 
" m e n d ic a n t  w h in e"  who w e re  " b e g g a r s  f o r  a  c h u r c h  s c h o o l "  and  p e r p e t u a -  
t o r s  o f  p o v e r t y "  w hose  " d o c t r i n e  s m e l l s  o f  t h e  a l m s h o u s e ; "  o f  " j o y l e s s "  
^^^WHP to  W a l l a c e  B u t t r i c k ,  May 2 2 ,  190 3 ,  P age  MSS.
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women " clad  w ith o u t warmth or grace"  l i v i n g  w ith o u t hope " in  a s h e l l  o f  
d u l l  c o n te n t ,"  and "dead m en's hands" w hich h e ld  th e  p eop le  down. When 
r e f e r r in g  to  th e  con cep t o f  p u b lic  e d u c a tio n  ad vocated  by " e n e r g e t ic ,  
p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d ,  f a r - s ig h te d  young men," he spoke o f :  "broadening  
o p p o r tu n ity ,"  a "new d a y ,"  "high d u ty ,"  th e  " p e o p le 's  i n s t i t u t i o n ,"  
reso u n d in g  w orkshops, " the i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  p e o p le ,"  courage, v i r t u e s .  
Truth and God, hope, "the common p e o p le ,"  " w is e r -s ta te s m a n s h ip ," and 
"a more c e r t a in  means o f  g r a c e ."
P a g e ' s  s p e e c h e s  i n  1903 a t  Durham and  R a l e i g h  d i s p l a y  a  d i f f e r ­
e n t  s p i r i t .  W ith  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  A y c o ck ,  t h e  t i d e  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  
h a d  t u r n e d  and s e n t i m e n t  r e s t e d  l a r g e l y  i n  f a v o r  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  The New 
Y o rk  e d i t o r ' s  t a r g e t  f o r  c e n s u r e  became m ore g e n e r a l i z e d ,  s h i f t i n g  f ro m  
a t t a c k s  u pon  s p e c i f i c  g r o u p s ,  p r e a c h e r s  an d  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  
m in d  w h ic h  o p p o sed  l o c a l  s u p p o r t  o f  s c h o o l s .  A p p e a l s  t o  s e l f - e s t e e m  
w e re  d i r e c t e d  a t  commending t h e  p e o p l e  f o r  w h a t  t h e y  had a c c o m p l i s h e d  
a n d  c o u ld  hope  t o  a c c o m p l i s h .  W h i le  a p p e a l s  t o  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  w e re  
s t i l l  u s e d ,  t h e  s p e a k e r  made no e f f o r t  t o  d u p l i c a t e  t h e  e a r l i e r  w ord 
p i c t u r e s  o f  p a t h e t i c ,  f o r g o t t e n  p e o p l e .  C o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  a b u n d a n t  
p r a i s e  he  o f f e r e d ,  t h e  s p e a k e r  f r e q u e n t l y  u s e d  w o rd s  su c h  a s :  d em ocracy ,  
d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e ,  t h e  A m e r ic a n  O rg a n ize r -W o rk m a n -M an h o o d , " t h e  
r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e , "  f r e e  t h o u g h t - o p i n i o n - s p e e c h ,
" e q u a lity  b e fo r e  the law ,"  " d o ers,"  and " e f f i c i e n t ,  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  
s k i l l e d  la b o r ."  H is c h o ic e  o f  "The Man Behind the Plow" fo r  the t i t l e  
o f  h i s  speech  in  R a le ig h  a ls o  conjured  up im ages o f  s tr e n g th  and 
a g r a r ia n  v a lu e s .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
141
Page employed exam p les, com parison, i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  te s t im o n y , 
and e x p r e s s iv e  s t y l e  to  a m p lify  h i s  id e a s . These d e v ic e s  drew t h e ir  
s tr e n g th  from the f a c t ,  fo r  the m ost p a r t , th a t  they  were drawn from  
th e  sp e a k e r 's  own e x p e r ie n c e s  and were fa m ilia r  and r e le v a n t  to  the  
i n t e r e s t  and e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  h i s  l i s t e n e r s .
D e v e lo p in g  h i s  l i n e  o f  r e a s o n i n g  fro m  p r e m i s e s  a l r e a d y  a g r e e d  
u p o n  by h i s  a u d i e n c e s ,  h e  u t i l i z e d  t h e i r  b e l i e f  i n  t h e i r  h e r i t a g e  and  
a b i l i t y  a s  S o u t h e r n e r s  t o  a c h i e v e  b o t h  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  them  and  to  
p r a i s e  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l .  By 19 0 3 ,  h o w e v e r ,  h e  s p e n t  l e s s  t im e  r e f e r r i n g  
t o  t h e  p a s t .  As a  r e c o g n i z e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  sp o k esm an  and  fam ous n a t i v e  
s o n ,  he  a p p a r e n t l y  f e l t  l e s s  p r e s s u r e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h i s  own c r e d i b i l i t y  
a n d  t o  a c h i e v e  a  f a i r  h e a r i n g .  I n s t e a d  he d e v o t e d  more e f f o r t  t o  
a m p l i f y i n g  t h e  p r e m i s e s  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  d e m o c ra c y  a p p l y  t o  
e d u c a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e c o n o m ic  p r o g r e s s  o c c u r s  when a  s o c i e t y  i s  
c o m m it te d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  men, t h a t  S o u t h e r n e r s  a r e  a 
p a t r i o t i c  p e o p l e ,  and  t h a t  t h e  S o u th  i s  an  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y .
In h i s  sp eech es Page never turned to  th e  Old South  m yths, 
i e . ,  v i s io n s  o f  p la n t a t io n s ,  g a l la n t  gen tlem en , lo v e ly  b e l l e s ,  coura­
geous s o ld i e r s ,  and happy d a r k ie s ,  to  enhance h i s  id e a s .  In t h is  
r e s p e c t  he d i f f e r e d  from oth er  New South spokesm en. When sp eak in g  o f  
th e  p e o p le 's  h e r it a g e ,  he looked p a s t  the war y e a r s  to  th e  r e v o lu ­
t io n a r y  era  when the South p layed  an in te g r a l  r o le  in  b u ild in g  the  
new n a tio n . However, in  c r i t i c i s m  o f the a r i s t o c r a t i c  a t t i t u d e  o f  
sou th ern  s o c ie t y  which stood  in  th e  way o f  th e  p r o g r e ss  he e n v is io n e d .
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he avo ided  any d ir e c t  c o n fr o n ta t io n  w ith  the men or the i n s t i t u t i o n s  
w hich  r e p r e se n te d  the m yths. H is own u p b rin g in g  as a Southerner had 
tau gh t him th a t such a d ia t r ib e ,  t y p ic a l  o f  o u t s id e r s ,  would a n ta g o n ize  
the p e o p le .
The y e a r s  1891 t o  1903 w e re  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  b o t h  N o r th  
C a r o l i n a  and  P a g e .  D u r in g  t h a t  t im e  th e  s t a t e  e n jo y e d  a n  u n p a r a l l e l e d  
g ro w th  i n  b u i l d i n g  b o t h  a s t a t e  and  l o c a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  s c h o o l  s y s t e m ,  
an d  P ag e  r o s e  f ro m  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Forum and  t h e  A t l a n t i c  M o n th ly  t o  a 
p a r t n e r s h i p  i n  D o u b le d a y ,  Page & Company, an d  was a  r e c i p i e n t  o f  
h o n o r a r y  d e g r e e s  f ro m  R an d o lp h -M aco n  C o l l e g e  and  T u la n e  U n i v e r s i t y .
As a r e s u l t  o f  h i s  o r a to r ic a l  e f f o r t s  he was reco g n iz e d  as an ad vocate  
o f  sou th ern  e d u c a tio n .
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S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n  Spokesm an
P a g e ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n  c a r r i e d  b ey o n d  t h e  b o r ­
d e r s  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  t o  p r e s e n t  a  
summary o f  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  p r o m o t in g  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th  and  a  
r h e t o r i c a l  s t u d y  o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s  on  i t s  b e h a l f .
I n  t h e  y e a r s  f ro m  1901 t o  1911 P a g e  was a f f o r d e d  num erous  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s p e a k  i n  t h e  S o u th .  B u s i n e s s  a f f a i r s ,  i l l - h e a l t h ,  
an d  h i s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  an d  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
s u c h  a s  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C lub  and  t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  C lub o f  New Y o rk ,  t h e  
J o h n s  H o p k in s  A lum ni C o u n c i l ,  t h e  C o lu m b ia  U n i v e r s i t y  B o a rd  o f  
T r u s t e e s ,  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t ' s  C o u n t ry  L i f e  C o m m iss io n ,  t h e  
R o c k e f e l l e r  S a n i t a r y  C o m m iss io n ,  fo rm ed  t o  e r a d i c a t e  hookworm i n  t h e  
S o u t h ,  t h e  S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n  B o a rd ,  t h e  G e n e r a l  E d u c a t i o n  B o a r d ,  t h e  
J e a n n e s  Fund and  t h e  S l a t e r  Fund dem anded much o f  h i s  t i m e .  As h i s  
r e p u t a t i o n  grew  he becam e one  o f  t h e  m o s t  s o u g h t  a f t e r  commencement 
an d  c o n v e n t i o n  s p e a k e r s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  and  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  s e v e r a l  
m o n th s  i n  1909 " d e l i v e r e d  no l e c t u r e s  o r  s p e e c h e s  an y w h ere  b e c a u s e  t h e  
t h i n g  g o t  t o  be  a  n u i s a n c e .
W h i le  P ag e  p r e s e n t e d  a n  a d d r e s s  a t  T u s k e g e e  I n s t i t u t e  on 
M arch  9 ,  1899 , an d  sp o k e  a t  a l m o s t  e v e r y  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  
E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th  fro m  1901 t o  1 9 1 1 ,  no c o m p le t e  r e c o r d  r e m a i n s  
o f  h i s  r e m a r k s  a t  t h e  A labam a s c h o o l  an d  o n l y  one a d d r e s s  w as  p r i n t e d
IWHP t o  J o h n  S p e n c e r  B a s s e t t ,  J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  1910 , P ag e  MSS.
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i n  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  P r o c e e d i n g s . T h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  c h a p t e r  c o n s i d e r s  o n ly  
t h e  t h r e e  e x t a n t  s p e e c h e s :  "The S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  T o w n ,” a  commence­
m en t  a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  S t a t e  N orm al S c h o o l  i n  A t h e n s ,  G e o r g i a ,  Decem ber 1 1 ,  
1 9 0 1 ; "T he  U n f u l f i l l e d  A m b i t io n  o f  t h e  S o u t h , "  a n  a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  
S e v e n t h  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th  h e l d  i n  B irm in g h a m , 
A la b a m a ,  A p r i l  2 6 ,  1904 ;  a n d  "A Laym an’ s N o t io n  o f  a  U n i v e r s i t y , "  t h e  
F o u n d e r ' s  Day o r a t i o n  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S o u th  C a r o l i n a ,  i n  C o lu m b ia  
o n  J a n u a r y  12 , 1911.
E d u c a t i o n  and  t h e  S o u th  
W i th  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o v e r  an d  o p t i m i s t i c  a b o u t  t h e i r  f u t u r e ,  t h e  
p o s t - b e l l u m  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  S o u t h e r n e r s  w e re  m ore r e c e p t i v e  t o  t h e  c o n ­
c e p t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n .  H ow ever ,  e d u c a t o r s  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  
s t a t e s m e n  l i k e  P ag e  w e re  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  a  t a s k  o f  e n o rm o u s  p r o p o r t i o n s  
i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s te m s  
i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s .
I n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  t h e  War and  t h e  b a c k l a s h  t o  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  
r u l e  r e t a r d e d  o r  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  l i t t l e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  p o s t - b e l l u m  
a t t e m p t s  t o  d e v e lo p  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  S o u th .  The s i t u a t i o n  i n  
V i r g i n i a  w as t y p i c a l  w h e r e ,  a l t h o u g h  " t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  was l a u n c h e d  
b y  n a t i v e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s , "  by  1878 :
t h e  u n p a i d  sum d u e  V i r g i n i a  s c h o o l s  w as o v e r  a  m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s .  D e s p i t e  t h e  w a r n i n g  o f  t h e  s t a t e  c o m m is s io n e r  
t h a t  one h a l f  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  w ould  f a i l  t o  o p e n  i n  t h e  
f a l l ,  t h e  s t a t e  a u d i t o r  i g n o r e d  a n  a c t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a ­
t u r e  r e q u i r i n g  h im  t o  p ay  t h e  s c h o o l s  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
q u o t a  o f  s t a t e  f u n d s  i n  c a s h ,  on  t h e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  i t s  b o n d h o l d e r s  came f i r s t .  J o h n  
W. D a n i e l s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  ' I t  w e re  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  t o  
b u r n  t h e  s c h o o l s '  t h a n  t o  r e a d j u s t  t h e  s t a t e  d e b t ;
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G o v e rn o r  F.M.W. H o l l i d a y  c o n s i d e r e d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  ' a  
l u x u r y  . . .  t o  b e  p a i d  f o r  l i k e  an y  o t h e r  l u x u r y ,  by 
t h e  p e o p l e  who w i s h  t h e i r  b e n e f i t s ; *  w h i l e  W i l l i a m  L.
R o y a l ,  e d i t o r  and  one o f  t h e  c o u n s e l s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
b o n d h o l d e r s ,  t h o u g h t  t h a t  f r e e  e d u c a t i o n  b e y o n d  th e  
b a r e s t  r u d i m e n t s  w as ' i m p o r t e d  h e r e  b y  a  g an g  o f  
c a r p e t b a g g e r s  . . .  *2
S i m i l a r  r e a c t i o n s  w e re  common a c r o s s  t h e  S o u th  w h e re ,  i n  
g e n e r a l ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  s c h o o l  t e r m  was s h o r t e n e d  20%. I n  1880 , t h e  
am o u n t s p e n t  p e r  p u p i l  i n  t h e  S o u th  C e n t r a l  D i v i s i o n  o f  s t a t e s  w as 
59 .5%  o f  w h a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  i n  1871 , d r o p p i n g  t o  81% by  1890. E xpend­
i t u r e s  p e r  p u p i l  i n  t h e  S o u th  A t l a n t i c  s t a t e s  d e c r e a s e d  f ro m  $ 1 0 .7 1  
i n  1871 t o  $ 7 .6 3  o v e r  t h e  same p e r i o d . ^  i n  1 9 0 0 -0 1  t h e  t o t a l  am ount 
o f  s c h o o l  f u n d s  r a i s e d  p e r  c a p i t a  i n  t h e  S o u th  w as  o n l y  o n e - t h i r d  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e ,  o n l y  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  t h a t  e x p e n d e d  by t h e  N o r th  
A t l a n t i c  s t a t e s  an d  " t h e  r e f o r m e r s  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  ' f i v e  c e n t s  w o r t h  
o f  e d u c a t i o n  p e r  c h i l d *  was s u p p o r t e d  b y  o f f i c i a l  s t a t i s t i c s  t h a t  
showed a  r a n g e  f ro m  f o u r  c e n t s  a  d a y  i n  A labam a t o  two c e n t s ,  i n  
T e x a s . B y  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  s o u t h e r n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  " w e re  
f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  m i s e r a b l y  s u p p o r t e d ,  p o o r l y  a t t e n d e d ,  w r e t c h e d l y  
t a u g h t ,  an d  w h o l l y  i n a d e q u a t e  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  F a r  
b e h in d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  n e a r l y  a l l  r e s p e c t s ,  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a ­
t i o n  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  a  g r e a t e r  l a g  t h a n  an y  o t h e r  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  
t h e  r e g i o n . "5
2 c .  Vann W oodward, O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  New S o u th ;  1 877-1913  
( B a to n  R ouge: The L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  p .  6 1 .
^Woodward, p p .  6 1 - 2 .
^W oodward, p .  398.
5 l b i d .
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The p o v e r t y  t h e  S o u th  s u f f e r e d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  war was e x t r e m e
an d  t h e  a b i l i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  m a i n t a i n  s c h o o l s  w as  i m p a i r e d .
"The se v e r e  c o n d it io n s  fo llo w in g  th e  war caused two and a h a l f  m i l l io n s
o f  i t s  p e o p l e  t o  l e a v e  th e  S o u th  an d  s e e k  homes i n  t h e  W es t  o r  i n
f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  (some w e n t  t o  B r a z i l )  w here  c o n d i t i o n s  w e re  more
f a v o r a b l e .  W o r s t  o f  a l l  was t h e  l o s s  o f  l e a d e r s  o f  t h o u g h t  and
a c t i o n . "6 S t i l l ,  i n  1900 s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e  i n  t h e  S o u th  h ad  d o u b le d
an d  " t o  r a i s e  a  c e r t a i n  am ount f o r  e a c h  c h i l d  o f  s c h o o l  a g e "  w ou ld
have p la c e d  a burden "three tim es a s  heavy for  the whole U n ited
S t a t e s . "7 R e f e r r i n g  t o  s e c t i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  to
s u p p o r t  e d u c a t i o n ,  C. Vann Woodward n o t e d :
The s p e c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w h ic h  b e s e t  t h e  S o u th  p l a c e d  
h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o b le m  i n  a  u n i q u e  c a t e g o r y .  I n  t h e  
f i r s t  p l a c e  t h e  g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  t o  a d u l t s  
i n  t h e  S o u th  made h e r  b u r d e n  h e a v i e r .  I n  New Y ork  t h e r e  
w e re  125 a d u l t  m a le s  t o  e v e r y  100 c h i l d r e n  o f  s c h o o l  a g e ;  
i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  1 35 ;  and  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  134; b u t  t h e r e  
w e re  o n l y  66 i n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  and  M i s s i s s i p p i  an d  61 i n  
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .  The a v e r a g e  a d u l t  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  
h ad  a b o u t  t w i c e  a s  many c h i l d r e n  t o  e d u c a t e  a s  t h e  a d u l t s  
o f  N o r t h e r n  s t a t e s .  M o re o v e r ,  t h e r e  was l e s s  money w i t h  
w h ic h  t o  do i t .  The am oun t o f  t a x a b l e  w e a l t h  p e r  c h i l d  
o f  s c h o o l  ag e  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  was $ 6 ,4 0 7  a s  com pared  w i t h  
$ 1 ,3 0 1  p e r  c h i l d  i n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a .  T h i s  m ean t  a  t a x  m ore 
t h a n  f i v e  t im e s  a s  g r e a t  i n  t h e  S o u th e r n  s t a t e  a s  i n  t h e  
N o r t h e r n  s t a t e  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  e q u a l  s c h o o l  f u n d s .
E v en  t h a t  w ou ld  n o t  p r o d u c e  e q u a l i t y  o f  s c h o o l i n g ,  s i n c e  
t h e  S o u th  h ad  t h e  e x t r a  e x p e n s e  o f  two s e p a r a t e  s c h o o l  
s y s t e m s  f o r  t h e  two r a c e s ,  w i t h  two c o r p s  o f  t e a c h e r s  
and  two s e t s  o f  p h y s i c a l  e q u ip m e n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  
b u r d e n s ,  t h e r e  was t h e  g r e a t  S o u th e r n  p ro b le m  o f  s p a r s i t y  
o f  s e t t l e m e n t ,  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  80 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p ­
u l a t i o n  was r u r a l . 8
^ C h a r l e s  W i l l i a m  D ab n ey ,  U n i v e r s a l  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h , I I  
(C h a p e l  H i l l :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  1 9 3 6 ) ,  p .  8 3 .
^D ab n ey ,  p .  85 .
^W oodward, p .  399.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
147
E d g a r  K n i g h t  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  b e tw e e n  1870 and  1900 S o u t h e r n e r s  "knew t h a t  
t h e i r  s c h o o l s  w ere  p o o r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  w e re  p o o r ,  b u t  t h e y  
h ad  n o t  y e t  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  p o o r  l a r g e l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  p o o r  
s c h o o l s ,  o r  t h a t  t h e i r  p o v e r t y  w as i t s e l f  a  c o n v i n c i n g  a r g u m e n t  f o r  
b e t t e r  s c h o o l s . "9
Toward t h e  end  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  f o r c e s  w e re  a t  w o rk  w h ic h  w e re  t o  
a r o u s e  t h e  p u b l i c ’ s i n t e r e s t  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  The e f f o r t s  o f  e a r l y  e d u c a ­
t i o n a l  a d v o c a t e s  l i k e  J .L .M .  C u r r y  and  o t h e r s  l i k e  h im  p r e p a r e d  th e  
g ro u n d  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  f i r s t  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r y .  The S o u th  a l s o  b e g a n  t o  e n j o y  a n  " i n c r e a s e  i n  w e a l t h ,  t h e  
a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a n  a m b i t i o u s  m i d d le  c l a s s  and  a  new r a c e  o f  l e a d e r s ,  t h e  
a w a k e n in g  o f  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  among t h e  r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  r e v o l t ,  and  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a c e  i s s u e  i n  p o l i t i c s . "1 0  
As Edward C a r t e r  o b s e r v e d  i n  h i s  s t u d y  o f  "The E d u c a t i o n a l  A w akening  
i n  t h e  S o u t h : "
Tow ard t h e  end  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  S o u th  w e re  
r e a d y  t o  l e n d  s u p p o r t  t o  a  movement t o  im p ro v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
c o n d i t i o n s  b u t  t h e y  n e e d e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .
B o th  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  s t i m u l a t i o n  w e re  f u r n i s h e d  by  th e  
w o rk  w h ic h  o u t  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th  
an d  t h e  b o a r d s  s e t  up by  t h e  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  f o u n d a t i o n s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  and  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r i e s .  H
By 1 9 0 1 ,  when P ag e  d e l i v e r e d  h i s  f i r s t  s p e e c h  on  e d u c a t i o n  o u t ­
s i d e  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  t h e  S o u th  was on  t h e  v e r g e  o f  a  d e c a d e  o f  
r a p i d  e d u c a t i o n a l  g ro w th .
^ E d g a r  W. K n i g h t ,  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th  (B o s to n ;
G in n  and  Company, 1 9 2 2 ) ,  p .  4 1 7 .
l ^ K n i g h t ,  p .  4 2 8 .
l l o a b n e y ,  p .  4 3 .
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The C onference fo r  E d ucation  in  th e  South  
The form ation  o f  th e  C onference fo r  E d ucation  in  the South  
p rov id ed  the m achinery fo r  an organ ized  cam paign fo r  u n iv e r s a l  
e d u c a tio n  in  th e  sou th ern  s t a t e s .  As such the C onference o f fe r e d  Page 
o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  u t i l i z e  h is  t a le n t s  as an em issary  betw een th e  
s e c t io n s ,  a s a j o u r n a l i s t  and as an o r a to r .
The C o n fe r e n c e  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th  f i r s t  m et 
a t  Capon S p r i n g s ,  W est  V i r g i n i a ,  i n  1898 and  was a t t e n d e d  by  s o u t h e r n  
l e a d e r s  and e d u c a t o r s  an d  N o r t h e r n  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s  who s h a r e d  a n  
i n t e r e s t  i n  im p ro v in g  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  n e g r o .  A t  t h e  
o u t s e t  t h e s e  men h ad  no  i n t e n t i o n  t o  i n i t i a t e  " a  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  
c a m p a ig n  . . . b u t  t h e  m ovement o n c e  s t a r t e d ,  was f o r c e d  by t h e  l o g i c  
o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  l a r g e r  f i e l d  o f  e n d e a v o r .  . . t o  e d u c a t e  
f i r s t  t h e  n e g l e c t e d  w h i t e s ,  c o n v e r t  t h e  S o u th  t o  a  b e l i e f  i n  u n i v e r s a l  
e d u c a t i o n ,  e n c o u r a g e  l o c a l  t a x - s u p p o r t e d  s c h o o l s ,  and  t e a c h  t h e  p e o p l e  
how t o  make money t o  p a y  t h e  t a x e s . As i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  m ovement 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow p l a n s  w e re  made t o  c r e a t e  a  c e n t r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
w h ic h  w ould  e f f e c t i v e l y  f i l t e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e n t h u s i a s m  and  d o l l a r s  t o  
w h e re  t h e y  w e re  n ee d ed  m o s t .  P ag e  was i n v i t e d  t o  j o i n  t h e s e  p l a n n i n g  
s e s s i o n s  f o r  w h a t  was t o  become t h e  S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n  B o a r d . 13 
The B oard  r e p r e s e n t e d  " a n  i n t e r s e c t i o n a l  p a r t n e r s h i p  o f  
m o d e r a t e  p r o g r e s s i v e s ,  m o d e r a t e s  i n  t h e  N o r th  on t h e  d e l i c a t e  r a c i a l  
a n d  s e c t i o n a l  i s s u e s ,  an d  p r o g r e s s i v e  i n  t h e  S o u th  i n  t h e  l i m i t e d  s e n s e
l^E dw ard  J e n n i n g s  C a r t e r ,  "The E d u c a t i o n a l  A w aken ing  i n  t h e  
S o u t h "  ( P h .D . d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a ,  1 9 4 3 ) ,  p .  30 .
1 % .  H. B a ld w in  t o  WHP, F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  1902 , Page  MSS.
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t h a t  i t  o f f e r e d  e d u c a t i o n  a s  a  k e y  t o  r e g i o n a l  p r o g r e s s . "1 4  M em bersh ip  
o n  t h e  B o a rd  w as c o n t r o l l e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  b a l a n c e  o f  N o r t h e r n e r s  and  
S o u t h e r n e r s ,  P ag e  p l a y i n g  a  v e r s a t i l e  r o l e  a s  b o t h  a  New Y o rk e r  and  a  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n .
One o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  B o a rd  w as  t o  manage t h e  
v a r i o u s  g i f t s  r e c e i v e d  f ro m  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  l e a d e r s  an d  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s .  
The R o c k e f e l l e r  f a m i l y  a l o n e  d o n a t e d  $ 5 3 , 0 0 0 ,0 0 0  t o  t h e  B o ard  b e tw e e n  
1902 an d  1909 , " t h e  l a r g e s t  sum e v e r  g i v e n  by  a  s i n g l e  man up  t o  t h a t  
t i m e ,  f o r  s o c i a l  o r  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  p u r p o s e s .
The i s s u e  o f  s e c t i o n a l i s m  w as  a  p r o b le m  w h ic h  t h e  B o a rd  f a c e d  
a t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s  a s  some s o u t h e r n  e d i t o r s  w a rn e d  t h e i r  
r e a d e r s  o f  a  " y a n k e e  t r i c k "  t o  " p u t  t h e  b o t t o m  r a i l  on  t o p . " 1 ^  T h u s ,  
R o b e r t  O gden , c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  B o a rd  and  a  New Y o r k e r ,  w r o t e  P a g e ,  " I t  
i s  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  o u r  t a s k  t o  show t h e  s o u t h e r n  p e o p l e  t h e  s i m p l i ­
c i t y  an d  h o n e s t y  o f  o u r  e f f o r t s . " 1 7  xo d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  p r o b le m ,  C h a r l e s  
D a b n e y ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  w as a p p o i n t e d  t o  h ea d  
t h e  B u re a u  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n  B o a rd .  W i t h i n  a  
m a t t e r  o f  w e ek s  "D abney b e g a n  t o  f l o o d  t h e  S o u th  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p r o p a g a n d a - - p r e s s  h a n d o u t s ,  c i r c u l a r s ,  an d  t h i c k  b u l l e t i n s  f i l l e d  w i t h  
s t a t i s t i c s , "  b u t  t h e  " p r i m a r y  m e th o d  o f  a r o u s i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e n t i m e n t
l ^ L o u i s  R. H a r l a n ,  S e p a r a t e  an d  U n e q u a l  (New Y o rk :  A th e n iu m ,
1 9 6 5 ) ,  p .  7 5 .
l ^ B u r t o n  J .  H e n d r i c k ,  The L i f e  and  L e t t e r s  o f  W a l t e r  H i n e s  P a g e , 
I  ( G a rd e n  C i t y ,  New Y o rk :  D o u b le d a y ,  P ag e  & Company, 1 9 2 2 ) ,  p p .  8 4 - 5 .
l ^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n , A p r i l  1 8 ,  1901.
l ^ R o b e r t  C. Ogden t o  WHP, November 19 , 1 9 0 1 ,  P age  MSS.
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w as  t h e  s t a t e  c a m p a i g n ; "18
W i th o u t  c o s t  t o  t h e  com m unity ,  t h e  c o m m it te e  w ould  se n d  
one  o r  m ore  o f  i t s  v o l u n t a r y  c a m p a ig n e r s  t o  c o n d u c t  
r a l l i e s .  E ac h  c a m p a ig n e r ,  who u t i l i z e d  h i s  p r e s t i g e  
and  o r a t o r i c a l  a b i l i t y  t o  a r o u s e  t h e  p e o p l e ,  was
u s u a l l y  a c c o m p a n ie d  by a  t e a c h e r  o r  s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l
who s e r v e d  a s  t e c h n i c a l  a d v i s o r . 19
A t t e m p t s  t o  a l l e v i a t e  S o u t h e r n  s u s p i c i o n s  o f  t h e  B o a r d ' s  
i n t e n t i o n s  w e re  s u c c e s s f u l  and  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  1902 C o n f e r e n c e  i n  A th e n s ,  
G e o r g i a ,  The O u t l o o k  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  i t  had " t a k e n  h o ld  o f  t h e  S o u th  a s  
n o t h i n g  h ad  t a k e n  h o l d  o f  i t  s i n c e  t h e  w a r . "20  D abney  a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  
s u c c e s s  t o  " t h e  p r o p a g a n d a  work i n  t h e  f i e l d "  w h ic h  was " l e f t  e n t i r e l y  
t o  s o u t h e r n  men who w e re  known and  lo v e d  by  t h e  l o c a l  p e o p l e  an d  w ere 
i n  c o m p le t e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  an d  f o r c e s  t o  b e  u s e d . "21 
P ag e  was c o n f i d e n t  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  B o a rd  t o  do  good 
s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  S o u th .  I n  w r i t i n g  t o  W a l l a c e  B u t t r i c k ,  h e  p ro m is e d  
" w h a te v e r  I  c a n  w r i t e ,  w h e r e v e r  I  c a n  go t o  g e t  i n  a  w o rd ,  o r  w h e re v e r
a t  an y  t im e  I  c a n  go an d  d o  a n y t h i n g  f o r  t h e  c a u s e - - t h e s e  a r e  my t o o l s
an d  c h a n n e l s  and  w ays o f  d o i n g  i t ;  . . .  I  am a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  th e  
B o a rd  f o r  f i e l d w o r k ,  p e n -w o rk  o r  to n g u e - w o r k — a l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  and  
a l w a y s ,  a t  my own e x p e n s e . "22 Once when h e  a p o l o g i z e d  f o r  n o t  d o in g
l ^ H a r l a n ,  p .  9 4 .
1 9 o iiv e r  H. O r r ,  J r . ,  C h a r l e s  B r a n t l e y  A ycock  ( C h a p e l  H i l l ;
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p .  317 .
Z^The O u t l o o k , " S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n  C o n f e r e n c e , "  LXXI (May, 1902) 
(May, 1 9 0 2 ) ,  12.
Z l c h a r l e s  W i l l i a m  Dabney t o  E d g ar  G a rd n e r  M urphy, D ecem ber 7 ,  1903 
1903 , P ag e  MSS.
22 ,■WHP t o  W a l l a c e  B u t t r i c k ,  A p r i l  11 ,  1902 , Page  MSS.
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m o re  f o r  t h e  B o a rd ,  Ogden t o l d  t h e  C a r o l i n i a n ,  "Some o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s
h a v e  a  c h a n c e  t o  p u t  i n  a l i t t l e  m ore t i m e ,  p e r h a p s  t h a n  y o u ,  b u t  o u r
own w o rk  i s  m ix ed  w i t h  y o u r  b r a i n s ,  and  t h u s  you  make a l l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s
l a r g e r . " 2 3
H ow ever,  a s  Cooper p o i n t s  o u t .  P ag e  " d o e s  n o t  seem  t o  h a v e
becom e a  m a jo r  f o r c e  on  t h e  S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n  B o a r d : "
S u r v i v i n g  m i n u te s  o f  B o a rd  m e e t i n g s  do  n o t  p o r t r a y  P ag e
a s  t a k i n g  a  l a r g e  p a r t  i n  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  n o r  d o e s  h i s
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  Ogden an d  o t h e r s  r e v e a l  him s u g g e s t ­
i n g  o r  c h a l l e n g i n g  s p e c i f i c  m oves an d  o v e r a l l  p o l i c i e s .
. . . M o st  o f  th e  e d i t o r ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n v o lv e d  
p u b l i c i t y  an d  s p e a k in g .  The W o r l d ' s  Work b eg a n  c a l l i n g  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  e f f o r t s  t o  im p ro v e  S o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n  e v e n  
b e f o r e  t h e  B o a r d ' s  f o r m a t i o n .  F r e q u e n t  comments i n  t h e  
"M arch  o f  E v e n t s "  and  a  s t e a d y  s t r e a m  o f  a r t i c l e s  
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  B o a rd  and  o t h e r  e d u c a ­
t i o n a l  r e f o r m e r s .  A l s o ,  by  t h e  end  o f  1 912 , t h e
m a g a z in e  h a d  c a r r i e d  f u l l - p a g e  p i c t u r e s  o f  e v e ry  
B o a rd  member e x c e p t  P ag e  h i m s e l f . 24
E m p h a s i z in g  h i s  r o l e  a s  a n  o r a t o r .  C o o p er  f u r t h e r  n o te d  t h a t  t h e  N o r th
C a r o l i n i a n  "owed h i s  own a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  S o u th e r n  E d u c a t i o n  B o a rd  i n
1901  t o  h i s  p ro m in e n c e  . . .  a s  a n  e x p a t r i a t e  spokesm an  on  s o u t h e r n
e d u c a t i o n . "25
P ag e  and  B l a c k  E d u c a t i o n  
The r a c e  q u e s t i o n  p l a c e d  P age  an d  h i s  c o - w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  cam­
p a i g n  f o r  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n  i n  a  p r e c a r i o u s  p o s i t i o n .  U nan im ous i n
t h e i r  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  n e g r o  w ould  u l t i m a t e l y  d e t e r m i n e
a  r e t u r n  t o  s o u t h e r n  p r o s p e r i t y ,  t h e y  w e re  a l s o  aw are  o f  w h i t e  p u b l i c
2 3 R o b e r t  C. Ogden t o  WHP, J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1902 , Page MSS.
2 4 jo h n  M i l t o n  C o o p er ,  J r . ,  A b i o g r a p h y  o f  W a l t e r  H in e s  P ag e  t o  
b e  p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  p .  317 .
^ ^ C o o p e r ,  p .  221.
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o p i n i o n  o p p o sed  t o  a t t e m p t s  t o  e l e v a t e  t h e  b l a c k  m a n 's  s t a t u s .  T h u s ,  
i n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e i r  p r i m a r y  g o a l  o f  p r o m o t i n g  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n  
i n  t h e  S o u th ,  P ag e  and  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  a c q u i e s c e d  t o  s o u t h e r n  r a c i a l  
p r e j u d i c e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e y  f o l l o w e d  a  p r a g m a t i c  s t r a t e g y ,  t h e i r  c o u r s e  
o f  a c t i o n  c r e a t e d  f o r  them  a  s e n s e  o f  d i s s o n a n c e  w h ic h  was a lm o s t  
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  r e s o l v e .
W h i le  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  S o u th e r n  
E d u c a t i o n  was i n  p r o v i d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  n e g r o ,  
by  1901 Ogden was w i l l i n g  t o  a d m i t  t o  a  s o u t h e r n  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  " o u r  
im p u l s e s  had  r i s e n  . . .  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  b u r d e n  o f  
e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you  h av e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w h o le  s e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y . "26 x h i s  s h i f t  i n  e m p h a s is  came i n  r e s p o n s e  to  t h e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  O gden and o t h e r  N o r t h e r n e r s  t h a t  " i n  c e r t a i n  r e g i o n s ,  
m ore  money was b e i n g  s p e n t  f o r  n e g r o  t h a n  w h i t e  e d u c a t i o n . "^7 As 
B a r b a r a  H u l b e r t  W a ls h  p o i n t s  o u t  i n  h e r  s t u d y  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t io n  
C o n f e r e n c e ,  one o f  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  was t o  p ro m o te  
harm ony b e tw e e n  t h e  s e c t i o n s  and  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h i s  ha rm ony  "m ost  
N o r t h e r n  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s  an d  n ew sp a p e r  e d i t o r s  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  a c c e p t e d  
S o u t h e r n  w i s h e s  c o n c e r n i n g  n e g r o  e d u c a t i o n . "28  As a  r e s u l t ,  a l t h o u g h  
O gden w a n te d  B o o k e r  T. W a s h in g to n ,  t h e  o n ly  n e g r o  a g e n t  e v e r  h i r e d  by
2&Fourth Conference for  E ducation in  the South , P r o c ee d in g s ,  p. 6.
2 7 g u r t o n  J .  H e n d r i c k ,  The T r a i n i n g  o f  a n  A m e r ic a n :  The E a r l i e r
L i f e  and  L e t t e r s  o f  W a l t e r  H. Page 1 8 55-1913  ( B o s to n :  H o u g h to n  M i f f l i n  
Company, 1 9 2 8 ) ,  p .  4 0 5 .
T-Bgarbara H u l b e r t  W a ls h ,  "The Negro  and H i s  E d u c a t i o n :
P e r s u a s i v e  S t r a t e g i e s  o f  S e l e c t e d  S p e e c h e s  a t  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  
E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th ,  1 8 9 8 -1 9 1 4 "  (P h .D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  p .  201 .
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t h e  B o a r d ,  t o  a p p e a r  on  t h e  p l a t f o r m  a s  a  s p e a k e r ,  he " c o n s i s t e n t l y  
r e f u s e d  t o  i n v i t e  N e g ro e s  t o  t h e  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  f o r  f e a r  o f  
o f f e n d i n g  t h e  S o u t h . "  S p e a k i n g  o f  h i s  a c t i o n s  h e  a d m i t t e d ,  " I  am 
g r e a t l y  a sh a m e d ,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i t  i s  w o rs e  t h a n  u s e l e s s  a t  p r e s e n t ,  
t o  q u a r r e l  w i t h  c o n d i t i o n s  we m u s t  a c c e p t  b e c a u s e  we c a n n o t  c o n t r o l . "  ^ 
T h u s ,  t h e  B o a r d ' s  " s y m p a t h e t i c  and g e n t l e  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  r a c e  i s s u e  i n  
s o u t h e r n  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  l a c k e d  m o r a l  f i r m n e s s ,  . . . was w eak en ed  by  
c o m p r o m i s e , "  and  " seem s  t o  h a v e  h ad  a l m o s t  no e f f e c t  on t h e  n e g r o  
s c h o o l s . " 3 0
T o rn  b e tw e e n  th e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  h i s  s o u t h e r n  h e r i t a g e  w h ic h  
t a u g h t  h im  t h a t  t h e  n e g r o  w as and  w o u ld  a lw a y s  b e  h i s  i n f e r i o r  and  h i s  
b e l i e f  i n  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  i n d i ­
v i d u a l  g r o w th ,  Page  fo u n d  h i m s e l f  t r e a d i n g  an  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  p a t h  a s  a n  
a d v o c a t e  o f  S o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n  and  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  n e g r o .  P r a g m a t i s m  
a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  won o u t  o v e r  p r i n c i p l e ,  f o r  t h e  N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n  d i d  
n o t  w i s h  t o  e n d a n g e r  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n  by t y i n g  i t  
t o  t h e  r a c e  i s s u e .  As a  sp o k esm an  f o r  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n ,  he  r a r e l y  
m e n t i o n e d  t h e  n e g ro  and  t h e  o n l y  a d d r e s s  i n  w h ic h  h e  d e a l t  w i t h  b l a c k  
e d u c a t i o n  t o  an y  g r e a t  e x t e n t  was d e l i v e r e d  a t  T u sk eg e e  I n s t i t u t e  i n  
1 8 9 9 .
P ag e  to o k  g r e a t e r  a d v a n ta g e  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s e r v e  t h e  c a u s e  
o f  n e g r o  e d u c a t i o n  when h e  w as o u t s i d e  t h e  S o u th .  S p e a k in g  a t  a  m e e t ­
i n g  i n  New Y ork  i n  1899 , he was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  h e l p i n g  B o o k er  T . 
W a s h in g to n  r a i s e  " a b o u t  e i g h t y  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s "  f o r  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ' s  
^ % a l s h ,  p .  104.
^ ^ H a r l a n ,  p p .  2 6 8 -6 9 .
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endowment f u n d , 31 an d  i n  1905 H o l l i s  B u rk e  F r i s s e l l  r e q u e s t e d  a  co p y  o f  
h i s  r e m a r k s  on  why h e  " b e l i e v e d  i n  Hampton ( I n s t i t u t e ) , " 3 2  s p o k e n  t o  a 
p r i v a t e  g a t h e r i n g  i n  M rs .  D o u b l e d a y ' s  home.
I n  M arch  o f  1903 P ag e  d e l i v e r e d  two l e c t u r e s  o n  t h e  n e g r o  t o  
B o s to n  a u d i e n c e s .  O ne, " t h e  t h i r d  l e c t u r e  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  E x t e n s i o n  
C o u rs e  on  'T h e  A m e r ic a n  N e g r o " '  was e n t i t l e d  "The B e s t  Way t o  H e lp  t h e  
N e g ro  t o  S e l f - R e l i a n c e . " 3 3  an d  t h e  o t h e r ,  b e f o r e  a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  
T w e n t i e t h  C e n tu r y  C lu b ,  was c a l l e d  "The B u i l d i n g  Up o f  B ackw ard  
S t a t e s . "34  o n  b o t h  o c c a s i o n s  h e  a c k n o w led g ed  t h e  n e g r o ' s  c a p a b i l i t y  o f  
d e v e lo p m e n t  and  p r a i s e d  t h e  w o rk  o f  Hampton and  T u s k e g e e  I n s t i t u t e s .
I n  "T he  B e s t  Way t o  H e lp  t h e  N eg ro  t o  S e l f - R e l i a n c e "  h e  w e n t  so  f a r  a s
t o  s a y  t h a t  " I f  I  h a d  a  f o r t u n e  t o  h e l p  s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  I  s h o u ld
g i v e  i t  t o  B o o k er  W a s h i n g t o n . "  H i s  r e m a r k  d rew  no c r i t i c i s m  fro m  
s o u t h e r n  c r i t i c s  who w e re  c o n t e n t  t o  l e t  him  e x p r e s s  w h a te v e r  o p i n i o n  
h e  c h o s e  t o  a  n o r t h e r n  a u d i e n c e .
S u ch  was n o t  t h e  c a s e  l a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r  w hen he  d e l i v e r e d  a  
s p e e c h  e n t i t l e d  "The N egro  i n  t h e  South" b e f o r e  a  New Y ork  a u d i e n c e . 35 
I n  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  d i s i n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  o f  b l a c k  v o t e r s ,  P ag e  re m a rk e d  
t h a t  " i t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  s o "  i f  h e  had  h i s  w ay, b u t  t h a t  h e  "w o u ld  h a v e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  same b i n d i n g  v o t i n g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  w h i t e  an d  b l a c k s  
a l i k e . "  W h i le  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  p a s s e d  u n n o t i c e d ,  t h e  T im e ' s r e p o r t  t h a t
3 lB o o k e r  T. W a s h in g to n  t o  WHP, Decem ber 1 1 ,  18 9 9 ,  P ag e  MSS.
3 2 u o l l i s  B u rk e  F r i s s e l l  t o  WHP, O c to b e r  10 , 19 0 6 ,  P ag e  MSS.
3 3 u n id e n t i f i e d  newspaper a r t i c l e ,  Page MSS.
3^Sunday Herald (B o s to n ) ,  March 1 5 ,  1903.
33New York T im es, November 19 , 1903.
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" tw o  n e g r o e s  s a t  down a t  d i n n e r  l a s t  n i g h t  i n  a  company t h a t  i n c l u d e d  
s e v e r a l  S o u t h e r n e r s  o f  t h i s  c i t y "  r a i s e d  a  s to r m  o f  i n d i g n a t i o n  f ro m  
s e v e r a l  s o u t h e r n  e d i t o r s .  I n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h e  Richmond 
D i s p a t c h  r e p o r t e d  w i t h  r e l i e f  t h a t  " t h e  o n l y  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  r e p o r t  
w as  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  d i n n e r  was o v e r  one  n e g r o  came i n  t o  h e a r  t h e  
s p e e c h e s . "36 E d g a r  G a r d n e r  Murphy was a l s o  r e l i e v e d  by t h i s  news " b u t  
w i s h i n g  t o  a v o i d  'e v e n  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  e v i l , ' s u g g e s t e d  M c lv e r  
r e m o n s t r a t e  w i t h  h i s  f r i e n d .  He h i m s e l f  h ad  a t t e m p t e d  t o  and  g o t  f ro m  
P a g e  t h e  s t i n g i n g  r e t o r t  t h a t  i f  an y b o d y  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  r e v e r e d  g e n t l e ­
man h ad  t r i e d  i t  h e  w o u ld  h av e  b e e n  th ro w n  out."37
As sp o k e sm a n  f o r  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n  P ag e  o b j e c t e d  t o  r a c i s m  
b u t  h e  saw t h a t  h i s  s t r u g g l e s  t o  come t o  t e r m s  w i t h  i t  w e re  s i m i l a r  t o  
" k i c k i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  g o a d s . "  As a  S o u t h e r n e r  and  a  r e a l i s t  he  c o u l d  
n o t  t a k e  a  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  s t a n d  a g a i n s t  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  n o r  i s  
i t  l i k e l y  h e  w as a b l e  t o  f o r m u l a t e  s u c h  a  p o s i t i o n  i n  h i s  own m in d .
H i s  s t r a t e g y  w as t o  a c q u i e s c e  t o  w h i t e  s o u t h e r n  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  r a c e s  
w e r e  n o t  s o c i a l  e q u a l s  an d  t h a t  t h e  w h i t e  boy  b e  e d u c a t e d  b e f o r e  an y  
a t t e m p t  t o  t e a c h  t h e  b l a c k  c h i l d .  I n  a n  e d i t o r i a l  on  r a c e  f r i c t i o n  
h e  w r o t e :
And t h e  e n d l e s s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  i t ,  s o  f a r  f ro m  d o i n g  g o o d ,  
d o e s  h a rm .  I t  k e e p s  t h e  m in d s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  f i x e d  on  t h e  
s u b j e c t .  I t  n a r r o w s  t h e i r  t h o u g h t  by  k e e p i n g  i t  on  one 
g r a v e  t r o u b l e .  I t  p r e v e n t s  t h e  w i d e r  v ie w  o f  l i f e  w h ic h  
com es f ro m  t h o u g h t  on  many l a r g e  t o p i c s .  I f  t h e  s u b j e c t  
o f  d i s c u s s i o n  c o u l d  b e  c h a n g e d - - e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  S o u t h - -  
t o  i n d u s t r y ,  t o  f a r m in g ,  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  t o  t h e  w e a t h e r - - t o
^^D i s p a t c h  (R ic h m o n d ) ,  D ecem ber 5 ,  1903 .
^^R ose H o w e ll  H o l d e r ,  M c lv e r  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  (C h a p e l  H i l l :
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 7 ) ,  p .  227.
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a n y t h i n g - - t h e  r e s u l t  w o u ld  b e  w h o le so m e .  You c a n n o t  m e e t  
a  S o u t h e r n  man who i s  i n  p u b l i c  l i f e ,  n o r  p i c k  up a  S o u t h e r n  
n e w s p a p e r ,  b u t  t h e  r a c e  q u e s t i o n  comes u p .  The S o u th e r n  
p e o p l e  a r e  m ore c o n c e r n e d  an d  m ore e a g e r  t h a n  any  o t h e r s  f o r  
a  q u i e t  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  q u e s t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  
to w a r d  a  q u i e t  s o l u t i o n  i s - - t o  b e  q u i e t  a b o u t  i t ,  so m e t im e s  
a t  l e a s t . 38
T h u s ,  i n  h i s  s p e e c h e s  i n  t h e  S o u th ,  P ag e  a v o i d e d  an y  m a jo r  d i s c u s s i o n  
o f  t h e  n e g r o  and  h i s  e d u c a t i o n .
"The S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  Town"
P ag e  d e l i v e r e d  h i s  a d d r e s s  "The S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  Town" a t  
t h e  commencement o f  t h e  S t a t e  N orm al S c h o o l  o f  A t h e n s ,  G e o r g i a ,
D ecem ber 1 1 ,  1 9 0 1 .  The a u d i e n c e  w as com posed o f  t h e  t h i r t e e n  y o u n g  
women who w e re  t o  g r a d u a t e ,  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  members o f  t h e  co m m u n ity ,  
an d  s t u d e n t s  f ro m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G e o r g i a  and  t h e  Lucy Cobb S e m in a ry  
f o r  Women. A l s o  p r e s e n t  w e re  H o l l i s  F r i s s e l l ,  p r i n c i p l e  o f  Hampton 
I n s t i t u t e ,  C h a r l e s  M c l v e r ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  N orm al and  I n d u s t r i a l  
S c h o o l  f o r  Women i n  G r e e n s b o r o ,  N o r th  C a r o l i n a ,  Edw ard A ld e rm a n ,  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  T u la n e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  C h a r l e s  D ab n ey ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  and  J .L .M .  C u r r y ,  a g e n t  f o r  t h e  S l a t e r  and  
P eab o d y  f u n d s .
I n  1901 P ag e  and  E ugene C. B r o n s o n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
N orm al an d  I n d u s t r i a l  S choo l  f o r  Women i n  A t h e n s ,  G e o r g i a ,  w e re  
e l e c t e d  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th  
a t  i t s  m e e t i n g  i n  W in s to n -S a le m ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  A p r i l  1 8 - 2 0 .^ 0  A t
3& W alter  H in e s  P a g e ,  "The O nly  Way t o  A l l a y  R a c e - F r i c t i o n , "  
W o r l d ' s  W o r k , X I ,  (A u g u s t ,  1 9 0 3 ) ,  3 7 2 0 -2 1 .
^ ^ F o u r t h  C o n fe r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n ,  p .  7.
40 E u g en e  C. B ro n so n  t o  WHP, J u n e  2 9 ,  1901 , P age  MSS.
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t h a t  t im e  B ro n so n  i n v i t e d  t h e  New Y ork  p u b l i s h e r  t o  s p e a k  a t  t h e
D ecem ber commencement o f  h i s  s c h o o l .  Two m o n th s  l a t e r  he  w r o t e :
May I  r e m in d  you  a l s o  o f  my r e q u e s t  t o  h a v e  y o u  d e l i v e r  
o u r  commencement a d d r e s s  on  Decem ber s i x t h ?  I f  i t  i s  
p o s s i b l e  f o r  y o u  t o  come S o u th  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  we w i l l  
g i v e  you  a  g r e a t  a u d i e n c e  and I  f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  y o u r  
m essag e  t o  o u r  p e o p l e  a t  t h i s  t im e  w o u ld  b e  o f  g r e a t  
v a l u e  t o  u s  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  j u n c t u r e  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  
t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n . 41
As a  r e s u l t  o f  a  c o n f l i c t  i n  P a g e ' s  s c h e d u l e ,  B ro n s o n  p o s tp o n e d  t h e
commencement e x e r c is e s  f i v e  days to  December e le v e n th .
P ag e  was a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  s p e a k e r  f o r  t h e  G e o rg ia
g i r l s '  s c h o o l .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  n a t i o n a l  p ro m in e n c e  a s  a  j o u r n a l i s t ,
h i s  s p e e c h  "The F o r g o t t e n  Man" d e l i v e r e d  f o u r  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  on  t h e
campus o f  Normal S c h o o l  h ad  c a t a p u l t e d  h im  i n t o  t h e  l i m e l i g h t  a s  a
sp o k esm an  f o r  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th .  H i s  r e c e n t  i n v o lv e m e n t
w i t h  t h e  C o n fe r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th  f u r t h e r  en h a n c e d  h i s
r e p u t a t i o n  and t h e  l a d i e s  who w e re  t o  g r a d u a t e  d o u b t l e s s  a n t i c i p a t e d
a n  uncommon a d d r e s s .
The commencement e x e r c is e s  o f  the Normal S ch oo l were h e ld  a t
1 0 :0 0  i n  t h e  m o rn in g  " i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  l a r g e  a u d i e n c e . T h e
program was opened "w ith  prayer by Rev. Mr. B e a tty  and th ere  fo llo w ed
t h e  s c h o o l  s o n g . "  P r e c e d i n g  P ag e  t o  t h e  p l a t f o r m ,  " Ja m es  G. O l i v e r ,
o f  D ooly County, d e l iv e r e d  a sp len d id  ad d ress on 'The F un ction  o f  a
Normal S c h o o l ,'  and M iss Mary D. Lyndon, o f  A th en s, read an adm irable
e s sa y  on the 'E d u ca tio n a l Value o f  P la y .'"  F o llo w in g  P a g e 's  ad d ress
M clver and C hancellor H i l l  o f  the U n iv e r s ity  o f  G eorgia  "made a few
^^A tlanta C o n s t i tu t io n , December 12, 1901.
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a p p r o p r i a t e  r e m a r k s  t o  t h e  g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s . "4 2  x h e  n e x t  d a y  P a g e ,  
M c lv e r  an d  A ld e rm a n  a c c e p t e d  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  s p e a k  a t  t h e  S e m in a r  and
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  43
L ine o f  R eason ing
P a g e ’ s commencement o r a t i o n  a t  t h e  N orm al S c h o o l  i n  A th e n s  
p a r a l l e l s  h i s  s p e e c h e s  i n  C h ap e l  H i l l  an d  G re e n s b o ro  i n  c o n t r a s t i n g  t h e  
c o n c e p t  o f  p u b l i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  a  d e m o c ra c y  w i t h  l i m i t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b a s e d  o n  c l a s s  d i f f e r e n c e s .
The New Y ork  j o u r n a l i s t  i m p l i e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  s t a t e d  t h e  p r o p o ­
s i t i o n  f o r  "T he S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  T o w n ."  I n  d o i n g  s o ,  he  em p lo y ed  
a  s u b t l e  s t r a t e g y  d e s i g n e d  t o  make t h e  p e o p l e  aw are  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
d e f i c i e n c i e s  o f  t h e i r  c i t i e s  and  t h e i r  s t a t e  w i t h o u t  o f f e n d i n g  th em .
To a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  t a s k ,  he t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  o f  N o rth w o o d ,  a  com m unity  
much l i k e  " h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r  A m e r ic a n  t o w n s . "  I n  h i s  t a l e  o f  t h i s  
m y t h i c a l  c i t y ,  h e  d e t a i l e d  p ro b le m s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  i n  many s o u t h e r n  
to w n s  w h ic h  im peded  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r e s s .  He a l s o  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  
s u c c e s s  N o rthw ood  s u b s e q u e n t l y  e n j o y e d  when i t s  c i t i z e n s  t o o k  
s e r i o u s l y  t h e  t a s k  o f  e d u c a t i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  P age  i d e n t i f i e d  and  
a s s a i l e d  a l m o s t  e v e r y  e l e m e n t  o f  s o u t h e r n  s o c i e t y  and  t h o u g h t  w h ic h  
h i n d e r e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r e s s  w i t h o u t  m ak in g  a n  ex am p le  o f  an y  p a r t i c ­
u l a r  to w n  o r  g ro u p  o f  p e o p l e .  I n  t h i s  m anner  h e  a l l o w e d  e a c h  member 
o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  r e a s o n  f o r  h i m s e l f  t h a t  N o r th w o o d 's  p r o b le m s  w e re  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  h i s  own home to w n  o r  a  com m unity  w i t h  w h ic h  h e  was 
f a m i l i a r  an d  t h a t  s o m e th in g  c o u l d  i n d e e d  b e  d o n e  t o  s o l v e  t h o s e
42lbid.
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p r o b l e m s .  T h u s ,  P a g e ' s  i m p l i e d  p r o p o s i t i o n  w a s ;  You c a n  do  f o r  y o u r  
com m unity  o r  an y  o t h e r  tow n  i n  G e o r g i a  w h a t  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  N orthw ood 
d i d  f o r  t h e i r  home.
I n  "The S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  T ow n ,"  P a g e  d e v e lo p e d  h i s  comments 
o f  p r a i s e  and  b lam e  f ro m  two p r e m i s e s  a c c e p t e d  by  h i s  a u d i e n c e :  t h a t
t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  d e m o c ra c y  a p p l y  t o  e d u c a t i o n  an d  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
e c o n o m ic  p r o g r e s s  o c c u r s  w hen  a  s o c i e t y  i s  c o m m it te d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  
t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  men. He a l s o  u t i l i z e d  t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  S o u t h e r n e r s  
a r e  a  p a t r i o t i c  p e o p l e .  The o r a t o r  f o l l o w e d  a  p r o b l e m - s o l u t i o n -  
b e n e f i t s  p a t t e r n  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  h i s  a d d r e s s .  I n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  
p r o b l e m - s o l u t i o n  s t a t e  h e  (1 )  t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  o f  how t h e  p e o p l e  o f  
N orthw ood  came t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e y  h ad  b e e n  " f o o l i n g  t h e m s e l v e s "  by  
" p l a y i n g "  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n  an d  em barked  up a n  i n t e n s i v e  p ro g r a m  o f  
b u i l d i n g  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m .  A f t e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  y e a r s  t h e  h i g h  
s c h o o l  becam e t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  an d  w as l i t e r a l l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  tow n. T h ro u g h o u t  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  
s p e e c h  he  p r a i s e d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n  a s  t h e  k ey  t o  t h e  
p r o s p e r i t y  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  s t a t e s  and  t h e  c o u n t r y  i t s e l f .
Form s o f  S u p p o r t
W h i le  P a g e  u s e d  e x a m p l e s ,  c o m p a r i s o n s ,  a p p e a l s  t o  s e l f - e s t e e m  
an d  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  a n d  s t y l i s t i c  d e v i c e s  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  i d e a s  i n  
h i s  s p e e c h ,  h i s  d e t a i l e d  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  how a  s c h o o l  b u i l t  a  tow n 
s e r v e d  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  a m p l i f i c a t o r y  d e v i c e .
As m e n t io n e d  p r e v i o u s l y .  P ag e  em ployed  t h e  s t o r y  o f  N orthw ood 
a s  a  m eans  o f  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  members o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  s e e  f o r  th em ­
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s e l v e s  t h e  p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e e n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  d e f i c i e n c i e s  o f  t h e  h y p o ­
t h e t i c a l  c i t y  and  to w n s  i n  G e o r g i a .  He h o p ed  f u r t h e r  t h a t  h i s  a u d i t o r s  
w o u ld  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e m u l a t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  N o r th w o o d 's  
c i t i z e n s  i n  s o l v i n g  t h o s e  p r o b le m s .
P ag e  d e s c r i b e d  N orthw ood a s  s i m i l a r  t o  " h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r  
A m e r ic a n  to w n s  : "  t h e  p e o p l e  "w e re  o f  s t u r d y  and  good q u a l i t i e s , "
"w ere  p r e t t y  w e l l - o f f , "  and  r e p r e s e n t e d  " t h e  same k i n d  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  
t h a t  you  c o u l d  f i n d  a l m o s t  an y w h ere  i n  t h e  U n i o n . "  The home o f  n u m er­
o u s  s c h o o l s ,  N o r th w o o d 's  p e o p l e  " b o a s t e d  . . .  o f  t h e i r  z e a l  i n  
e d u c a t i o n , "  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  s p e a k e r  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  " e d u c a t i o n a l  
a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  to w n "  w e re  " u n u s u a l . ”  One o f  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  i n t e n d e d  
f o r  " a  g r o u p  o f  t h e  b e s t - b r e d  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  t o w n , "  m et i n  t h e  home 
o f  a  w idow:
She t a u g h t  them  t o  s p e a k  w i t h  a  c e r t a i n  p r im  c o r r e c t n e s s ,  
an d  a t  t h e  en d  o f  e v e r y  t e r m  s h e  c o a c h e d  them  t o  s t a n d  i n  
t h e i r  p r e t t y  f r o c k s  and  c l e a n  b r e e c h e s  i n  a  p r e t t y  row 
an d  t o  r e c i t e  p r e t t y  v e r s e s  and  t o  make a  p r e t t y  bow t o  
t h e i r  m o t h e r s .
A s e c o n d  s c h o o l  was r u n  b y :  " a  you n g  an d  e n e r g e t i c "  l a d y  who
e m p h a s iz e d  "m odern  m e th o d s  o f  e d u c a t i o n : "
S he  had  a  r e a l  F renchm an  t o  t e a c h  F r e n c h  . . . and  l a i d  
g r e a t  s t r e s s  on  c a l i s t h e n t i c s  . . . t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  
s t r e n u o u s  p a r e n t s  came t o  h e r  s c h o o l  and th e y  b o a s t e d  
t h a t  sh e  made i t  h e r  b u s i n e s s  t o  t e a c h ,  n o t  t o  c o n f e r  
a  s o c i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  on h e r  p u p i l s .
S e r v i n g  t h e  " s o n s  o f  t h e  b e s t - t o - d o  f a m i l i e s  was a  s c h o o l  r u n  by a n
o l d  f a s h i o n e d  s c h o l a r : "
. . . who made t h e  b o y s  l e a r n  L a t i n  grammar by h e a r t ,  
an d  who f l o g g e d  them when t h e y  f a i l e d  . . . H is  p a r t n e r  
was a  b o o k k e e p e r  and a  b u s in e s s m a n  who t a u g h t  t h e  b o y s  
t o  w r i t e  a  p l a i n  hand . . .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
161
A sem inary fo r  young la d ie s  was run by a preacher and h i s  w if e ;
Most o f  i t s  p u p ils  came from fa m il ie s  th a t  h e ld  the  
f a i t h  o f  the church th a t  had b u i l t  i t .  The g i r l s  
o f  o th er  r e l ig io u s  f a i t h s  were se n t away to  f i n i s h ­
in g  sc h o o ls  w hich were under the management o f  t h e ir  
own ch u rch es.
The p u b lic  sc h o o l was "regarded a s  a s o r t  o f  orphan asylum  fo r  the  
poor :"
The b u ild in g  was n ot la r g e ,  nor th e  equipm ent w orth  
m en tion in g  . . . th e  te a c h e r s  were changed ev ery  year  
or tw o, som etim es th ey  g o t  t ir e d ,  and som etim es 
b ecau se  they  go t m a rr ied , but o f t e n e s t  becau se  th ere  
were o th er young women who wanted th e ir  p la c e s ,  and 
turn  about was regard ed  as f a ir  p la y .
In a d d it io n  to  th e se  s c h o o ls ,  over a p er iod  o f  " e ig h t  or ten  
y e a r s ,"  as a r e s u l t  o f  "church q u a r r e ls ,"  o th er  sq u ab b les and d e a th s , 
" th ere  grew up, perhaps a dozen  more sc h o o ls  for  c h ild r e n  . . . For, 
w ith  ev ery  s o c ia l  d iv i s io n  among the p eop le  and w ith  ev ery  church  
d i f f e r e n c e ,  s c h o o ls  con tin u ed  to  m u lt ip ly ."
C ontinu ing h i s  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  u n fo ld in g  o f  th e  Northwood s to r y .  
Page t o ld  o f  how "the p r in c ip a l  o f  one o f  the p u b lic  s c h o o ls"  made 
"a v ery  c a r e fu l  stu dy o f  th e  p o p u la tio n "  and d isc o v e r e d  th a t  " in  s p i t e  
o f  a l l  the sc h o o ls  in  town, th e r e  were a g r e a t  many c h ild r e n  th a t  were 
n o t a t  s c h o o l a t  a l l , "  and th a t  th o se  a tte n d in g  c la s s e s  r e c e iv e d  l i t t l e  
more than "a sm a tter in g  o f  book le a r n in g ."  From t h i s  he con clu d ed , 
"These p eo p le  are not in  e a r n e s t  about e d u c a tio n ; th ey  are  sim ply  p la y ­
in g  w ith  i t  and are f o o l in g  th e m se lv e s ."  Sharing h i s  o b se r v a tio n s  w ith  
o t h e r s ,  he persuaded " f i r s t  one man then another . . .  to  th in k  about 
th e  su b je c t  in  a new w ay," and a f t e r  many y ea rs  o f c o n c e n tra ted  e f f o r t  
p r o g r e ss  was made:
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1. new s c h o o l s  w e re  b u i l t ,
2 .  w e l l - t r a i n e d  t e a c h e r s  w e re  em p lo y e d ,
3 .  " t h e  b e s t  men i n  tow n  s e r v e d  on  t h e  s c h o o l - b o a r d , "
4 .  a  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s  w as a p p o i n t e d ,  and
5 .  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  was r e w o rk e d  s o  t h a t  " o n e  boy  may, 
i f  h e  p e r s i s t ,  become a  s c h o l a r ;  a n o t h e r  a  w h e e l ­
w r i g h t ;  a n o t h e r  a  f a r m e r ;  and  so  o n .  And i t  i s  
fo u n d  t h a t  by  d o i n g  h a n d -w o rk  a l s o  t h e  p u p i l s  do  
b e t t e r  h e a d -w o rk  a s  w e l l .  I t  s im p ly  o p e n s  t o  a l l
t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  and  t h e  way t o  u s e f u l
o c c u p a t i o n s  a t  t h e  same t i m e . "
The h i g h  s c h o o l  becam e t h e  " i n t e l l e c t u a l  and  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  o f
t h e  t o w n , "  and  " a t  l a s t  a  g e n e r a t i o n  had  grown up t h a t  had  b e e n
e d u c a t e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  o f  N o r th w o o d ."  The tow n  p r o s p e r e d  and
grew  fa m o u s ,  an d  num erous  p e o p l e  and  i n d u s t r i e s  moved i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,
d ra w n  t h e r e  " b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l . "  P u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  " c e a s e d  t o  be
r e g a r d e d "  a s  o n l y  f o r  t h e  p o o r ,  and t h e  c i t i z e n s  w e re  u n i t e d  i n
" t h e i r  u n i v e r s a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s c h o o l : "
E v e ry b o d y  i s  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  b y  h i s  w o rk ,  and  t h e r e  
i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  no s c h o o l  p a r t y  an d  no  a n t i - s c h o o l  p a r t y  
i n  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s .  T h e re  i s  no s o c i a l  s e t  t h a t  l o o k s  
down on  t h e  s c h o o l .  The s c h o o l  b u i l t  t h e  to w n ,  an d  i t  
i s  t h e  tow n. I t  h a s  grow n b e y o n d  a l l  s o c i a l  d i s t i n c ­
t i o n s  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  d i f f e r e n c e s  o r  p e r s o n a l  f o r t u n e .
T h ro u g h  t h e  N orthw ood i l l u s t r a t i o n  P a g e  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  v a r i o u s
e l e m e n t s  w h ic h  w e re  im p e d in g  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r e s s  w i t h o u t
a l i e n a t i n g  h i s  a u d i e n c e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  h e  u s e d  t h e  s t o r y  t o  s u g g e s t
a  m eans f o r  s o l v i n g  t h o s e  p r o b le m s  and  t h e  b e n e f i t s  w h ic h  c o u ld  be
e x p e c t e d  f ro m  t h e i r  s o l u t i o n .
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P a g e ' s  s t o r y  o f  N orthw ood f u r t h e r  s e r v e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  p o i n t  
o f  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  a n  e x t e n s i v e  u s e  o f  c o m p a r i s o n s  a s  a  m eans o f  a m p l i ­
f y i n g  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  b e tw e e n  u n i v e r s a l  and  a r i s t o c r a t i c  v i e w s  o f
e d u c a t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  P a g e ,  e d u c a t i o n  when " d a l l i e d  w i t h ,  p l a y e d
w i t h ,  t o l e r a t e d  an d  i m p e r f e c t l y  d o n e  i s  a  c o s t l y  and t r o u b l e s o m e  
t h i n g , "  an d  " t h e  com m unity  g r u d g i n g l y  s u p p o r t s  i t s  s c h o o l s  a s  a  
b u r d e n . "  H o w ev er ,  when e d u c a t i o n  "b eco m es  n o t  o n ly  p a r t  and  p a r c e l  o f  
t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  b u t  a  t h i n g  t h a t  t h e y  h av e  a l l  p r o f i t e d  b y - - a  
t h i n g  t h a t  u n d e r l i e s  l i f e  a s  t h e  s o i l  u n d e r l i e s  t h e  g ro w th  i n  t h e  
g a r d e n - - t h e n  e d u c a t i o n  becom es c h e a p  and  e a s y . "  E l a b o r a t i n g  u p o n  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  "o n e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n  and t h e  o t h e r , "  h e  
s t a t e d ;
1. " o n e  v ie w  i s  s e l f i s h  an d  t h e  o t h e r  i s  p a t r i o t i c "
2 . "One u n d e r t a k e s  t o  d e v e l o p  a  few  men and women an d  i t
f a i l s  b e c a u s e  no man c a n  b e  r e a l l y  w e l l  d e v e lo p e d  i n  
a  com m unity  o f  u n d e v e lo p e d  men . . . t h e  o t h e r  c o n ­
c e p t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  i t  t r a i n s  a l l  t h e  mem bers 
o f  a  com m unity  and  t h u s  e n a b l e s  e v e ry o n e  t o  f i n d  h i s  
n a t u r a l  a p t i t u d e . "
3 .  " e d u c a t i o n  a s  a  p r i v i l e g e  i s  t o  m i s t r a i n  some an d  t o  
l e a v e  t h e  o t h e r s  u n t r a i n e d , "  an d  " a s  a  u n i v e r s a l  d u t y  
i s  t o  o p en  t o  e v e r y o n e  h i s  n a t u r a l  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  t o  
e n a b l e  e v e ry o n e  t o  f i n d  h i m s e l f  and  t o  f i n d  h i s  u s e ­
f u l n e s s  t o  h i s  f e l l o w s . "
D e v e l o p in g  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  u n i v e r s a l  and  p r i v i l e g e d  
e d u c a t i o n  a s  t h e y  r e l a t e  t o  a  d e m o c r a c y .  P a g e  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " f r e e  
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  e v e r y  c h i l d "  i s  i n h e r e n t  t o  a  d e m o c ra c y  an d  t h a t  
an y  o t h e r  a p p r o a c h  i s  " a  m o c k e r y ,"  and  r e c a l l s  " t h e  M id d le  A g e s ,  when 
i t  w as r e g a r d e d  a s  a  p r i v i l e g e  o f  g e n t l e m e n  o r  a s  a d u t y  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  
an d  n o t  a s  a  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e . "
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P ag e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  w hen t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G e o r g i a  c e a s e d  " m e r e l y "  
p l a y i n g  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n  and  came t o  " s e e  i t s  f u l l  m e a n i n g , "  t h e  S t a t e  
w o u ld  grow  " a s  w e l l - t e n d e d  g a r d e n s  grow  u n d e r  t h e  n u r t u r e  o f  y o u r  
S o u t h e r n  s u n . "  He f u r t h e r  l i k e n e d  t h e  s t a t e ,  " p r o s p e r o u s  and  f o r t u n a t e  
a s  i t  i s , ” t o  a  " raw  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t h e  G e o r g i a  t h a t  may 
b e . "
I n  c l o s i n g  h i s  s p e e c h .  P ag e  c r e a t e d  a n  a n a l o g y  w i t h  a  c a r d  game
i n  u r g i n g  t h e  young  l a d i e s  t o  p e r s e v e r e  i n  s p r e a d i n g  " t h e  c e n t r a l
s e c r e t  o f  human p r o g r e s s : "
S in c e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  b e g a n ,  r e l i g i o n s  an d  s t a t e c r a f t ,  
p r i e s t s  and  c o n q u e r o r s ,  c l i q u e s  and  c l a s s e s ,  s e c t s  
and  s e c t i o n s  o f  s o c i e t y  h a v e  p l a y e d  f o r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  
o f  man. We p l a y  f o r  i t ,  t o o ;  and  we h o l d  t h e  m a s t e r  
t r i c k  a g a i n s t  them  a l l ;  f o r ,  when we w i n ,  man l e a d s  
h i m s e l f .
The s p e a k e r  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  w i s e  t o  h a v e  d e l e t e d  t h o s e  two s e n t e n c e s  
f ro m  t h e  p e r o r a t i o n ,  f o r  t h e  im age o f  a n  e p o c h  b r i d g e  game seem s a n  
u n f i t t i n g  c l o s e  t o  a  s p e e c h  e x t o l l i n g  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  a  
d e m o c r a c y .
R e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  p r o p e n s i t y  o f  S o u t h e r n e r s  " t o  t a l k  much a b o u t  
o u r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  and  i n v i t e  a l l  t h e  w o r ld  t o  come an d  l i v e  w i t h  
t h e m ,"  P age  u s e d  e x a m p le s  t o  e m p h a s iz e  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  eco n o m ic  
p r o g r e s s  o c c u r s  w hen  a  s o c i e t y  i s  c o m m it te d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  
i t s  p e o p l e .
P age c o n s i d e r e d  " t h e  p ro g ra m  o f  s h e e r  d e p e n d e n c e  on N a t u r e "  t o  
a t t r a c t  im m ig ra n t s  a s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  " t h e  o l d  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  w e a l t h -  
c r e a t i o n ;  f o r  i t  t o o k  no a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  p a r t  t h a t  men p l a y  i n  m ak in g  
w e a l t h . "  He c i t e d  H o l l a n d ,  o v e r f lo w e d  " w i t h  t h e  s e a , "  E g y p t ,  " a f t e r
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t h e  n e g l e c t  o f  c e n t u r i e s , "  and  " a  p a r t  o f  o u r  own c o u n t r y  so  p o o r  i n  
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  God m u s t  h a v e  f o r g o t t e n  t o  f i n i s h  i t , "  a s  l a n d s  
a t t r a c t i n g  i m m i g r a t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e  D utchm an  w as f o r c e d  " t o  r e c l a i m  t h e  
v e r y  s o i l  h e  l i v e s  o n , "  t h e  E g y p t i a n  i s  g u id e d  b y  t r a i n e d  E n g l i s h  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , "  an d  t h e  A m er ic an  " s p e n t  money on  s c h o o l - h o u s e s  and  
t h e i r  e q u ip m e n t  an d  on l i b r a r i e s . "  R e a s o n i n g  f ro m  t h e s e  e x a m p le s ,  t h e  
s p e a k e r  e m p h a s iz e d  t h a t  " t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  men i s  a  b e t t e r  t h i n g  
t h a n  t h e  b o u n t y  o f  N a tu r e  i t s e l f , "  f o r  " N a tu r e  a l o n e  n e v e r  m akes 
p r o s p e r o u s  s t a t e s . "
P a g e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  h e i g h t e n  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  h i s  s p e e c h  by a p p e a l ­
i n g  t o  m o t i v e s  o f  s e l f - e s t e e m  and  s e l f  a c t u a l i z a t i o n .
R e l y i n g  p r i m a r i l y  on  t h e  m o t iv e  o f  s e l f - e s t e e m .  P ag e  p r a i s e d  
t h e  g r a d u a t e s  o f  t h e  Norm al S c h o o l  f o r  c h o o s i n g  c a r e e r s  i n  p u b l i c  
e d u c a t i o n ,  an d  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e i r  p r i d e  b o t h  a s  G e o r g ia n s  and  A m e r ic a n s .  
He c o m p l im e n te d  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  f o r  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  t o  t r a i n  t h e  " c h i l d r e n  
i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s , "  a  w o rk  w h ic h  " s t a n d s  f o r  a s  u s e f u l  w o rk  a s  any  
w o rk  d o n e  i n  t h e  w o r l d , "  " g i v e s  e x e r c i s e  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t i e s , "  
" b r i n g s  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  v a l u e , "  an d  " i s  f r e e  f ro m  d o u b t . "  
S i m i l a r  t o  h i s  com m ents i n  G r e e n s b o r o ,  he  l a u d e d  t h e  g i r l s  a s  " h i g h  
s e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e , "  " t h e  b u i l d e r s  o f  a  new s o c i a l  o r d e r , "  and  
d e c l a r e d  " t h e  f u t u r e  o f  G e o r g ia  i s  i n  y o u r  h a n d s . "  He a p p l a u d e d  th em  
" a s  r e b u i l d e r s  o f  t h e  Commonwealth" an d  commended t h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n  
" t o  t h e  m o s t  so le m n  h i g h  s e r v e  o f  d e m o c r a c y . "  R e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  
p e r o r a t i o n  o f  "T he  F o r g o t t e n  M a n ,"  h e  l a u d e d  them  f o r  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  
" t h e  m ute  a p p e a l  o f  n e g l e c t e d  c h i l d r e n "  and an n o u n c ed  i t  t h e i r
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p r i v i l e g e  t o  " l e a d  th em  who h a v e  b e e n  f o r g o t t e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  w id e -
s w in g in g  d o o r s  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y . "
E x t o l l i n g  " t h e  t r i u m p h s  o f  t r a i n e d  d e m o c r a c y , "  P ag e  a p p e a l e d  to
h i s  a u d i e n c e ' s  s e n s e  o f  s t a t e  p r i d e ,  u r g i n g  them  t o  " s e e  w h a t  t h i s
m eans  f o r  G e o r g i a ! "  P a r a p h r a s i n g  B o o k e r  T. W a s h i n g t o n ' s  A t l a n t a
E x p o s i t i o n  a d d r e s s , ^ 4  he  n o t e d ,  " T h e re  a r e  more t h a n  two m i l l i o n  p a i r s
o f  h a n d s  an d  b r a i n s  i n  G e o r g i a .  I f  t h e y  w ere  a l l  t r a i n e d  t o  w a s t e l e s s
w o rk  and  t o  s t r a i g h t  t h o u g h t  w h i l e  t h e y  w o rk ,  men w o u ld  s o o n  come f ro m
e v e r y  l a n d  t o  l e a r n  o f  y o u . "  S p e a k in g  o f  t h e  " n e g l e c t e d  b oy  o f  t h e
s a n d h i l l "  and  t h e  " g i r l  t h a t  p l a y s  i n  y o u r  g a l l e y s , "  h e  p ro m is e d ;
By t r a i n i n g  e v e r y o n e  o f  th em  . . .  t o  a  u s e f u l  o c c u p a t i o n  
an d  a  s t e a d y  b a l a n c e  o f  b o d y  and  m in d ,  i n  two g e n e r a t i o n s ,  
e v e n  b e f o r e  many o f  u s  h e r e  s h a l l  d i e ,  y o u  may h a v e  more 
w e a l t h ,  a  b e t t e r  d i f f u s e d  w e l l - b e i n g ,  a  m ore  r o b u s t  man­
h o o d ,  g r e a t e r  g r a c e ,  t h a n  G e o r g i a  i n  a l l  h e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  
h a s  y e t  h a d ,  and  m ore  rek n o w n  t h a n  a l l  t h e  d e e d s  o f  a l l  
h e r  h o n o r a b l e  s o n s  h a v e  y e t  b r o u g h t  h e r .
He c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  G e o r g i a n s  w o u ld  b u i l d  a
s t a t e  s u c h  t h a t  "No o t h e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  g lo b e  w o u ld  b e  so  r i c h ,  no o t h e r
p a r t  o f  t h e  m u l t i t u d i n o u s  swarms o f  m ankind  w o u ld  b e  so  b l e s t . "
A p p e a l in g  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e ' s  p r i d e  a s  A m e r ic a n s ,  P ag e  a n n o u n c ed
t h a t  " i t  i s  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  men t h a t  m akes a  c o u n t r y  g r e a t , "  and
b o a s t e d  o f  t h e  " m e c h a n i c a l  w ork  and  m e c h a n i c a l  a c h i e v e m e n t s "  w h ic h
e n a b le d  " t h e  t r a i n e d  A m e r ic a n "  t o  c o v e r  " t h e  e a r t h  w i t h  h i s  i n f l u e n c e : "
I n  L ondon t h e  E n g l i s h m a n  w i l l  go from  h i s  home t o  h i s  
o f f i c e  o n  a n  e l e c t r i c  r a i l w a y  owned by  A m e r ic a n s .  He w e a r s  
A m e r ic a n  s h o e s  an d  u s e s  A m e r ic a n  c u t l e r y .  I f  y o u  c r o s s  
S o u th e r n  E u ro p e  on one o f  t h e  f a s t e s t  e x p r e s s  t r a i n s ,  you 
w i l l  be  d ra w n  by  a n  A m e r ic a n  l o c o m o t iv e .  I n  S p a i n  i t s e l f  
t h e y  u s e  A m e r ic a n  e n g i n e s  an d  A m er ican  m a c h i n e r y .  And
^ ^ B o o k er  T. W a s h in g to n ,  From S l a v e r y  (G a rd e n  C i t y ,  New Y o rk :  
D o u b le d a y ,  Page & Company, 1 9 2 4 ) ,  p .  222 .
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A m e r ic a n  lo c o m o t iv e s  w h i s t l e  i n  A f r i c a n  j u n g l e s  an d  c l im b  
t h e  A n d e s ,  an d  r u n  a c r o s s  J a p a n .  We h av e  b u i l t  b r i d g e s  
o v e r  r i v e r s  o n  t h e  r o a d  t o  M a n d a la y .  A m er ic an  e l e c t r i c a l  
m a c h in e r y  l i g h t s  t h e  s o u t h e r n m o s t  b e a c o n  on t h e  g l o b e  i n  
T e r r a  d e l  F u e g o ,  and A m e r ic a n  m a c h in e r y  c u t s  t i m b e r  a t  t h e  
n o r t h e r n m o s t  lum ber camps i n  Sw eden , a lm o s t  u n d e r  t h e  
m i d n i g h t  s u n ,  w h i t h e r  i t  was d ra w n  on r e i n d e e r  s l e d s .  The 
l a n t e r n  o f  A l a d d i n  h a s  b e e n  s u p e r s e d e d  i n  Bagdad by A m e r ic a n  
la m p s .  The c o o l i e s  t h a t  f a n n e d  I n d i a n  p r i n c e s  h av e  l o s t  
t h e i r  j o b ,  f o r  A m er ican  f a n s  do i t  b e t t e r .  We sen d  l a u n d r y  
m a c h in e r y  t o  S h a n g h a i ,  an d  b r e w in g  a p p a r a t u s  t o  G erm any.
T h ro u g h  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  and w o rd in g  o f  t h i s  a p p e a l .  Page fo u n d  a n  e f f e c ­
t i v e  means f o r  l i n k i n g  t h e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  and  n a t i o n a l  
p r i d e .  H ow ever ,  w h i l e  a d e p t  i n  h i s  own r i g h t  a s  a  p h r a s e - m a k e r , t h e r e  
i s  l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  he  l i f t e d  t h e  f a m i l i a r  "on  t h e  r o a d  t o  M an d a la y "  
f ro m  th e  poem o f  h i s  c l o s e  f r i e n d  R u d y a rd  K i p l i n g .
P ag e  a p p e a l e d  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e ' s  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s e l f -  
f u l f i l l m e n t  a s  a  m eans o f  c a s t i g a t i n g  t h o s e  who u p h e ld  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
a r i s t o c r a t i c  a p p r o a c h e s  to  e d u c a t i o n .  O b s e r v in g  t h a t  when o n ly  a  few 
men a r e  e d u c a t e d  t h e y  s e t  t h e m s e l v e s  o f f  a s  " a  s p e c i a l  c l a s s , "  and  
" a  f a l s e  s t a n d a r d "  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  " s e e d s  o f  s n o b b e r y  and  d i s c o n t e n t "  
a r e  sown o v e r  " a l l  t h e  w ide  w a s t e s  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e . "  The " w o r s t  r e s u l t  
o f  t h i s  s y s t e m "  i s  t h a t  t h o s e  who n eed  t r a i n i n g  t h e  l e a s t ,  g e t  i t ,  
w h i l e  t h e  i g n o r a n t  " a r e  n e g l e c t e d . "  N o t in g  t h a t  i s  " l i k e l y  t h a t  among 
th e  n e g l e c t e d  a r e  t h o s e  t h a t  w o u ld  become th e  m o s t  c a p a b l e  i f  t h e y  
w ere  t r a i n e d , "  P ag e  p r a i s e d  " t h e  s h i n i n g  d ay  i n  any  e d u c a t e d  m a n 's  
g ro w th  when h e  comes to  s e e  and  t o  know and  to  f e e l  and  f r e e l y  a d m i t  
t h a t  i t  i s  j u s t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  w o r ld  t h a t  t h e  r a g a m u f f i n  c h i l d  o f  
h i s  w o r t h l e s s  n e i g h b o r  s h o u ld  be  t r a i n e d  a s  i t  i s  t h a t  h i s  own c h i l d  
s h o u ld  b e . "
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P a g e ' s  c a u s t i c  a t t a c k  on  t h o s e  who o p p o s e d  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  was
b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  s t r a t e g y  t h a t  s u c h  a n  a t t i t u d e  w as  a  d e n i a l  o f  a n
i n d i v i d u a l ' s  o r  a  p e o p l e ' s  r i g h t  t o  s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t :
You a r e  one  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  why i t s  ( G e o r g i a )  p r o p e r t y  i s  
n o t  now w o r t h  f i v e  t i m e s  w h a t  i t  i s .  You a r e  one o f  t h e  
r e a s o n s  why t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  i t s  s o i l  a r e  n o t  f i v e  t i m e s  
a s  g r e a t  a s  t h e y  a r e ,  f o r  s u c h  s c h o o l s  a s  I  m ean w o u ld  
make m o s t  f a r m e r s  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  f a r m e r s .  You a r e  one 
r e a s o n  why t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s  n o t  t w i c e  o r  
t h r i c e  w h a t  i t  i s ;  f o r  s u c h  s c h o o l s  a s  I  m ean w o u ld  
a t t r a c t  good p e o p l e  f ro m  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  and  
c a u s e  m ore  c h i l d r e n  t o  grow  t o  h e a l t h f u l  m a t u r i t y .  You 
a r e  one o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  why G e o r g i a  i s  n o t  one  o f  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  S t a t e s  i n  t h e  U n io n ,  f o r  s u c h  
s c h o o l s  a s  I  m ean w o u ld  t r a i n  t h o u s a n d s  o f  t h e  b e s t -  
t r a i n e d  h a n d s  and m in d s  t o  t h e  m ak in g  o f  b e a u t i f u l  and  
u s e f u l  t h i n g s .  You a r e  one  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  why t h e  
G e o r g i a n s  h a v e  n o t  m ore  s c h o l a r s ,  m ore  o r a t o r s ,  m ore 
o r g a n i z e r s  o f  i n d u s t r y ,  m ore o w n e rs  o f  b e a u t i f u l  h om es ,  
more h o r s e s  and  c a t t l e  and  g r a s s  and  f r u i t  and  m ore good 
r o a d s  an d  m ore  s t r o n g  men and m ore l o v e l y  women and  more 
b e a u t i f u l  c h i l d r e n  t h a n  an y  o t h e r  s t a t e  i n  t h e  U n io n .
L a s t  o f  a l l  y ou  a r e  n o t  a  d e m o c r a t .  You h av e  n e v e r  
t h o r o u g h l y  r e a d  Thomas J e f f e r s o n .  You do  n o t  know t h a t  
h i s  i d e a l  S t a t e  was a  S t a t e  i n  w h ic h  e v e r y  man was t r a i n e d  
a t  t h e  p u b l i c  e x p e n s e .  You a r e  a  f r a y e d - o u t  ' k n i g h t '  o f  
f e u d a l  t i m e s  w i t h  a  f a d e d  p lu m e ,  and  y o u  t h i n k  i n  t e r m s  
o f  t h e  M id d le  A g e s ;  and  t h e  s o o n e r  you  know i c  t h e  b e t t e r  
f o r  t h e  co m m unity ,  an d  I  am g l a d  o f  a  c h a n c e  p l a i n l y  t o  
t e l l  y o u  s o .
P a g e ' s  b e r a t i n g  t h e  man who i s  " a  d e a d  w e i g h t  on  G e o r g i a , "  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  h i s  p o r t r a y a l  o f  him a s  a  " k n i g h t "  w i t h  a  " f a d e d  
p l u m e , "  so u n d s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  S o u th  o f  M ark T w ain , 
a n o t h e r  s o u t h e r n  e x p a t r i a t e - a u t h o r - o r a t o r  who e x e r c i s e d  no r e l u c t a n c e  
i n  a s s a i l i n g  " t h e  W a l t e r  S c o t t  M id d le -A g e  sham c i v i l i z a t i o n "  b u t  f o r  
w h ic h  " t h e  S o u th  w o u ld  be  f u l l y  a  g e n e r a t i o n  f u r t h e r  a d v a n c e d  t h a n  i t  
i s . "45
4 5 sam u e l  L a n h o rn  C le m e n s ,  L i f e  on t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  (New Y ork :  
H a r p e r  & B r o t h e r s ,  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 2 9 ) ,  p p .  3 7 5 - 7 6 .
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I n  "T he  S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  T o w n ,"  P ag e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  m a in ­
t a i n e d  a  p o s i t i v e  t o n e  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  s i m p le  and  f a m i l i a r  l a n g u a g e ,  
an d  a n  o r a l  q u a l i t y .  H ow ever, t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t y l i s t i c  d e v i c e  
was h i s  em p lo y m en t o f  e f f e c t i v e  p h r a s i n g .
I n  l a u d i n g  t h e  c o n c e p t  and  b e n e f i t s  o f  p u b l i c  i n s t r u c t i o n .  P ag e  
u s e d  common w o rd s  l i k e  " d e m o c r a c y ,"  " u s e f u l , "  " e f f i c i e n t , "  " p r o f i t ­
a b l e , "  and  " h a n d w o rk "  t h a t  h e l p s  " h e a d w o r k . "  He c h a r a c t e r i z e d  an y  
o t h e r  a p p r o a c h  t o  e d u c a t i o n  i n  a  d e m o c r a t i c  c o u n t r y  a s  a  "m o c k e ry "  
s u p p o r t e d  a s  a  " b u r d e n "  o r  a  " c h a r i t y "  on  a  " s e m i - m e n d i c a n t  b a s i s . "
P a g e ' s  a d d r e s s  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  c o n c e r n  f o r  o r a l  
s t y l e .  T h r o u g h o u t  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  r e m a r k s  h e  u s e d  e x p r e s s i o n s  s u c h  
a s  " i f  I  c a n  r e p a ^  j  a t  a l l ,  i t  m u s t  b e  b y  t e l l i n g  you  t h e  s t o r y  o f  
t h e  s c h o o l  t h a t  b u i l t  a  t o w n ,”  " E d u c a t i o n ,  l a d i e s  and  g e n t l e m e n , "  and  
" t h e  s o o n e r  y ou  V zow i t  t h e  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  co m m u n ity ,  and  I  am g l a d  o f  
a  c h a n c e  t o  t e l l  y ou  s o . "
P a g e  em p lo y ed  num erous p h r a s e s  i n  w h ic h  he  u s e d  f a m i l i a r  w o rd s  
t o  g i v e  a  new i n s i g h t  on h i s  m e s s a g e .  T h u s ,  h e  sp o k e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a s  
t h e  " c e n t r a l  s e c r e t  o f  human p r o g r e s s "  an d  l a u d e d  t h e  " a d v a n t a g e  o f  
f r e e  d e m o c r a t i c  t r a i n i n g "  w h ic h  h a d  e n a b l e d  " t h e  t r a i n e d  A m e r ic a n  t o  
c o v e r  t h e  e a r t h  w i t h  h i s  i n f l u e n c e . "  B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  
c o u l d  o p e n  t h e  " w i d e - s w i n g i n g  d o o r s  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y , "  he  p r o m is e d  t h a t  
a  G e o r g i a  c o m m it te d  t o  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n  c o u l d  e x p e c t  "more w e a l t h ,  
a b e t t e r  d i f f u s e d  w e l l - b e i n g ,  a  m ore  r o b u s t  m anhood, g r e a t e r  g r a c e . "
The j o u r n a l i s t - o r a t o r  a l s o  a p p la u d e d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n  
a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  g ro w th  and  p r o s p e r i t y .
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The t i t l e  "The S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  Town" s y m b o l iz e d  t h e  o p t i m ­
is m  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r  and  h i s  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  e d u c a t i o n  t o  r e j u v e n a t e  t h e  
S o u t h .  The e x p r e s s i o n  i s  s im p le  y e t  f o r c e f u l ,  e a s i l y  rem em b ered  and  
q u o t a b l e .  "The S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  Town" c a p t u r e d  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  
o r a t o r ' s  m e s s a g e  i n  a  p h r a s e .  P ag e  a l s o  r e c i t e d  a  c r e e d  w h ic h  he 
a s k e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  em b race  a s  t h e i r  own:
I  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  f r e e  p u b l i c  t r a i n i n g  o f  b o t h  t h e  
h a n d s  an d  t h e  m ind  o f  e v e r y  c h i l d  b o r n  o f  woman.
I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  by  t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  men we 
add  t o  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  A l l  w e a l t h  i s  
t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  man, and h e  c r e a t e s  i t  o n l y  i n  
p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  t r a i n e d  u s e s  o f  t h e  co m m u n ity ;  and 
t h e  m ore  men we t r a i n ,  t h e  m ore w e a l t h  e v e r y o n e  may 
c r e a t e .
I  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  p e r p e t u a l  r e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  
s o c i e t y ,  i n  t h e  i m m o r t a l i t y  o f  d e m o c r a c y ,  and  i n  g ro w th  
e v e r l a s t i n g .
T h i s  c r e e d  e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  s im p le  and  d i r e c t  s t y l e  and  a d e p t  
p h r a s i n g  em p lo y ed  by  P age  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  p o s i t i v e  u n d e r c u r r e n t  o f  h i s  
s p e e c h .
A s s e s s m e n t
P a g e ' s  commencement a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  o f  t h e  N orm al 
S c h o o l  w as b a s e d  u p o n  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  how t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  b u i l t  t h e  
m y t h i c a l  tow n o f  N o rth w o o d .  H is  l e n g t h y  and  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h i s  
s t o r y  w as i n t e n d e d  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h a t  a  com m unity  p r o s p e r s  i n  a c c o r d ­
a n c e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  i t s  c i t i z e n s .  He em p lo y ed  t h i s  
h y p o t h e t i c a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n  a s  a  m eans o f  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  i n f l u e n c e s  
w h ic h  w e re  h i n d e r i n g  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  
S o u th  w i t h o u t  t h e  r i s k  o f  o f f e n d i n g  an y  p a r t i c u l a r  com m unity  o r  g ro u p  
o f  p e o p l e .  As s u c h ,  he  p e r m i t t e d  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  t o  d ra w  t h e i r  own 
p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e e n  N orthw ood and t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  own to w n s  o r  any
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o t h e r  com m unity  i n  G e o r g i a .
The N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n  d e v e lo p e d  h i s  r e a s o n i n g  fro m  t h r e e  
p r e m i s e s  a c c e p t e d  b y  t h e  a u d i e n c e ;  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  d e m o c ra c y  
a p p l y  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h a t  p r o s p e r i t y  r e s u l t s  f ro m  a  p e o p l e ' s  com m itm ent 
t o  u n i v e r s a l  t r a i n i n g  an d  t h a t  S o u t h e r n e r s  a r e  a  p a t r i o t i c  p e o p l e .  To 
a m p l i f y  and  e n h a n c e  h i s  m e s s a g e ,  h e  em p lo y ed  c o m p a r i s o n s ,  a p p e a l s  t o  
s e l f - e s t e e m  and  s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t ,  an d  a  p l a i n ,  d i r e c t  and  e x p r e s s i v e  
s t y l e .
"The S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  Town" w as  a n  e f f e c t i v e  a d d r e s s  on
b e h a l f  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  P a g e ' s  u s e  o f  f a m i l i a r
a n d  r e l e v a n t  m eans o f  a m p l i f i c a t o r y  m a t e r i a l  p r o b a b l y  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  
y o u n g  l a d i e s  o f  t h e  Norm al S c h o o l .  As s u c h ,  t h e  e m p h a s is  a lw a y s  
f o c u s e d  upo n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  an d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  
f i e l d  f o r  w h ic h  t h e y  w e re  t r a i n e d .
I n  i t s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  e x e r c i s e s ,  t h e  A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
l a b e l e d  t h e  e f f o r t  by t h e  commencement o r a t o r  " . . .  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  
a d d r e s s . "  The n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  " u n d e r  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  'T h e  
S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  T o w n , '"  t h e  s p e a k e r  " d re w  a  g r a p h i c  word p i c t u r e
o f  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  g r o w th  and  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a s  w e l l  a s
t h e  tow n w hen t h e y  g rew  t o  lo o k  u p o n  t h e  s c h o o l s  n o t  a s  a  b u r d e n  
s u p p o r t e d  f o r  d u t y ' s  s a k e ,  b u t  a s  a  b l e s s i n g  an d  a  p r i v i l e g e .
I n  t h a n k i n g  P ag e  f o r  h i s  a d d r e s s  an d  f o r  r e t u r n i n g  th e  f e e  
f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e s ,  B ro n s o n  w r o t e :
^ ^ A t l a n t a  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  D ecem ber 1 2 ,  1901 .
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T h a t  you  more t h a n  c o n f i r m  my s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  y o u  t o  o u r  
a u d i e n c e  l a s t  W ed n esd ay .  How i n  t h e  w o r ld  do y o u  e x p e c t  
t o  g e t  r i c h  a t  t h i s  r a t e .  I  was o n l y  s o r r y  t h a t  we d i d  
n o t  h av e  f i v e  t im e s  a s  much t o  p u t  i n t o  y o u r  h a n d s  f o r  
t h a t  m a g n i f i c e n t  a d d r e s s ;  and  now h e r e  i t  a l l  comes b a c k  
t o  u s  f o r  o u r  l i b r a r y .  You c o u ld  n o t  h av e  d o n e  su c h  a  
t h i n g  on t h e  s p o t ,  b u t  a t  l o n g  r a n g e  t h e r e  seem s t o  be  
no s t o p p i n g  a  f e l l o w  w i t h  y o u r  g e n e r o u s  i m p u l s e s .  How­
e v e r ,  we a r e  e x c e e d i n g l y  i n d e b t e d  t o  you  f o r  y o u r  
p r e s e n c e  h e r e  and  y o u r  a d d r e s s . ^7
S i x  y e a r s  l a t e r  B r o n s o n  p en n e d  a  th a n k  y o u  t o  P a g e  f o r  a n  i t e m  
w h ic h  h ad  a p p e a r e d  i n  W o r ld ' s Work and  n o t e d ,  "we a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  do, 
f o r  many y e a r s  t o  come, a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  you p u t  i n t o  y o u r  g r e a t  a d d r e s s  
t o  u s  h e r e  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o ,  b u t  t h a t  a d d r e s s  was a  d i s t i n c t  i n s p i r a ­
t i o n ,  an d  i s  a  w o rk in g  i d e a  f o r  u s  d ay  by d ay  h e r e . " ^ ®
P ag e  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  own p l e a s u r e  i n  "The S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  
Town" i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  h i s  w i f e ;  "My s p e e c h  w e n t  o f f  p r e t t y  w e l l .  They 
a l l  seemed v e r y  much p l e a s e d .  I t  was t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  commencement, 
t h e y  s a y ,  t h a t  t h e y  e v e r  h a d .  The s p e e c h  was a s  good a  one  f o r  t h e  
o c c a s i o n ,  I  t h i n k ,  a s  I  h a v e  e v e r  d e l i v e r e d . "49
R e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  s p e e c h  b o r e  o u t  P a g e ' s  own a s s e s s m e n t  o f  i t  a s  
a n  e f f e c t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  o n  b e h a l f  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th .  I n  
1905 h e  i n c l u d e d  "The S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  Town" i n  h i s  vo lum e 
The R e b u i l d i n g  o f  O ld Commonwealths a l o n g  w i t h  a n  e s s a y  o f  t h e  same 
t i t l e  an d  h i s  s p e e c h  "The F o r g o t t e n  M an ."
^^E u g en e  C. B ro n s o n  t o  WHP, December 1 6 ,  1901 , P ag e  MSS. 
^^E u g en e  C. B ro n so n  t o  WHP, J u n e  19, 1908 , Page MSS. 
^^WHP t o  A l i c a  P a g e ,  D ecem ber 1 3 ,  1901 , P age  MSS.
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"The U n f u l f i l l e d  Am bition o f  the  South"
On A p r i l  2 7 ,  1 9 0 4 ,  P ag e  d e l i v e r e d  a n  a d d r e s s  e n t i t l e d  "The 
U n f u l f i l l e d  A m b i t io n  o f  t h e  S o u th "  a t  t h e  S e v e n t h  C o n fe r e n c e  f o r  
E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th  h e l d  i n  B irm in g h a m , A lab am a .  S i m i l a r  t o  o t h e r  
s p e e c h e s  and  r e p o r t s  a t  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s ,  he  d i r e c t e d  h i s  m e s s a g e  " n o t  
t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  b u t  t o  t h e  members o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e " 5 0  who h e l d  t h e  
p o s i t i o n s  o f  g r e a t e s t  i n f l u e n c e  a c r o s s  t h e  S o u th  i n  p r o m o t in g  t h e  c a u s e  
o f  e d u c a t i o n .  A t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  y e a r l y  c o n f e r e n c e s  h ad  i n c r e a s e d  
d r a m a t i c a l l y  " f r o m  t h i r t y - s i x  i n  1898 t o  2 ,0 0 0  o r  more f i v e  y e a r s  
l a t e r . "51  M e e t in g  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  s o u t h e r n  c i t y  e a c h  y e a r ,  t h e  
a u d i e n c e  and  d e l e g a t e s  w e re  p r e d o m i n a t e l y  S o u t h e r n e r s .  The c o n f e r ­
e n c e s  w e re  a l s o  a t t e n d e d  by a  number o f  N o r t h e r n e r s  who u s u a l l y  
a r r i v e d  a b o a r d  a  s p e c i a l  t r a i n  co m m iss io n e d  by  R o b e r t  C. O gden.
In p rep ar in g  the  agenda for  the Birmingham c o n fe r e n c e ,
Edgar Gardner Murphy, E x e c u t iv e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  the  Southern E ducation  
Board, w rote  Page "to  say we are  co u n t in g  on an address  from you:"
A t e v e r y  C o n f e r e n c e  I  h av e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  s e c u r e  some 
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  eco n o m ic  s i d e  o f  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
q u e s t i o n .  T h e r e  a r e  few  men who r e a l l y  t h i n k  c l e a r l y  
en o u g h  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  s u b j e c t  w e l l ,  My a t t e m p t  t o  g e t  
t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  h a s  b e e n  f r u i t l e s s .  The s p e e c h  
("T h e  Man B e h in d  t h e  P lo w ")  w h ic h  y ou  made l a s t  y e a r  
i n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  i s  s o  c l e a r l y  j u s t  w h a t  we w a n t  t h a t  
I  am s u r e  y o u  a r e  j u s t  th e  man t o  p e r f o r m  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  
s e r v i c e .  I  w o u ld  s u g g e s t  some s u c h  p o p u l a r  t i t l e  a s  
'E d u c a t i o n  an d  P r o s p e r i t y . ' You w i l l  h a v e  a  n o b le  
a u d i e n c e  an d  you  c a n  b r i n g  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  m e ssa g e  i n  
a  m o s t  p r a c t i c a l  an d  c o n v i n c i n g  fo rm  t o  one  o f  t h e  
l i v e  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r s  o f  t h e  S o u th .  Your w o rd s  w i l l  
do  i n c a l c u l a b l e  good . . .5 2
5QThe O u t l o o k , " C o n f e r e n c e  a t  P i n e h u r s t ,  N o r th  C a r o l i n a , "
LXXXII ( A p r i l  2 7 ,  1 9 0 7 ) ,  9 1 0 .
^ ^ a l s h ,  p .  9 7 .
5 2 g d g a r  G a r d n e r  Murphy to  WHP, F e b r u a r y  10 ,  1904 , P age  MSS.
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Two w eek s  l a t e r  R o b e r t  C. O gden , c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n
B o a r d ,  u r g e d  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  W o r ld ' s Work to  " a c c e p t  t h e  d u t y  a s s i g n e d
. • , by  Mr. Murphy on t h e  p ro g r a m  a t  B irm in g h am . The t o p i c  i s
i m p o r t a n t  an d  you a r e  t h e  m a n . "53
P age  was c o n s i d e r e d  " t h e  man" f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n  b e c a u s e  he
s y m b o l i z e d  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  a  S o u t h e r n e r  t o  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  r i g h t
t r a i n i n g  w ou ld  r e s u l t  i n  ec o n o m ic  p r o g r e s s .  As M urphy i n f e r r e d  i n  h i s
l e t t e r  i n v i t i n g  t h e  j o u r n a l i s t  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  i n  "The Man
B e h in d  t h e  P low "  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  P ag e  h a d  a r g u e d  t h a t
Iow a f a r m e r s  and  b u s i n e s s m e n  e a r n e d  m ore money b e c a u s e  t h e y  had
r e c e i v e d  b e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n s  t h a n  t h e i r  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  I n
f a c t ,  M urphy c o u l d  h av e  c i t e d  e a c h  o f  P a g e ' s  p r e v i o u s  s p e e c h e s  on
s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  no o t h e r  S o u t h e r n e r  knew more a b o u t
t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s k i l l e d  t r a i n i n g  and  i t s  b e a r i n g  on  p r o s p e r i t y .
A c c e p t i n g  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n ,  P ag e  s e t  t o  g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n
e s t a b l i s h i n g  " t h e  e c o n o m ic  v a l u e  o f  p r a c t i c a l  t r a i n i n g "  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y
m eans  " t o  h a s t e n  t h e  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  S o u th  i t s  n a t u r a l  and  f u l l  s h a r e  i n
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  N a t i o n . " 5 4  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  C h a r l e s  M c l v e r  h e
e x p l a i n e d ,  "T hey  h a v e  p u t  u p o n  me t h e  t a s k  o f  d e l i v e r i n g  a n  a d d r e s s
a t  B irm in g h am  on 'T h e  E conom ic  V a lu e  o f  T r a i n i n g : ' "
I  w a n t  you  t o  t e l l  me, i f  you  c a n ,  w h a t  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  
o f  y o u r  s c h o o l  shows i s  t h e  econom ic  v a l u e  o f  t h e  
u n t r a i n e d  woman and  o f  t h e  t r a i n e d  o n e ,  and  I  w a n t  
p e r m i s s i o n  t o  q u o te  y o u .  Add w h a te v e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  
f a c t s ,  o r  r e m a r k s  t h a t  may o c c u r  t o  y o u . 53
5 5 R o b e r t  C. Ogden t o  WHP, F e b r u a r y  2 9 ,  190 4 ,  P ag e  MSS.
5 4 - C a r t e r ,  p .  64 .
^^WHP t o  C h a r l e s  D uncan  M c lv e r ,  A p r i l  16 , 1904 , S p e c i a l  
C o l l e c t i o n s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  a t  G r e e n s b o r o .
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He w r o t e  s i m i l a r  l e t t e r s  to  G eo rg e  W i n s t o n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  N o r th  
C a r o l i n a  S t a t e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and  M e c h a n ic a l  C o l l e g e ,  H o l l i s  B u rk e  
F r i s s e l l  o f  Hampton I n s t i t u t e  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  B o oker  T. W a s h in g to n  o f  
T u sk e g e e  I n s t i t u t e ,  an d  th e  h e a d s  o f  t h e  S l a t e r  S c h o o l  f o r  N e g ro e s  i n  
W in s to n - S a l e m ,  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  and  t h e  A labam a P o l y t e c h n i c  I n s t i t u t e  a t  
A u b u rn ,  a  s c h o o l  f o r  w h i t e  m a l e s .  W i n s to n  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  P ag e  c o u l d  
" e a s i l y  c a p i t a l i z e  t h e  a v e r a g e  l a b o r  a t  1 5 ,  2 0 ,  30 o r  50 d o l l a r s  p e r  
m o n th  and  c h a n g e  i t  t o  s k i l l e d  workman w i t h  an  e a r n i n g  c a p a c i t y  3 ,  4 ,
5 ,  o r  10 t im e s  a s  g r e a t .  Our a v e r a g e  g r a d u a t e  c a n  e a s i l y  e a r n  $100 a  
m o n th .  Some go t o  $ 2 0 0 ,  w h i l e  t h e  b e s t ,  i n  a few  y e a r s  r e a c h  $300 o r  
$ 4 0 0 .  T h ese  a r e  a v e r a g e  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  b o y s . "50 F r i s s e l l  a n s w e re d  
w i t h  " a  r e p o r t  made by Mr. D ic k e rm a n ,  i n  o u r  S o u th e r n  W orkman, t a k e n  
f ro m  th e  c e n s u s  sh o w in g  w h a t  t h e  i n d i r e c t  r e s u l t s  o f  H a m p to n 's  w ork  
h a s  b e e n . "  P ag e  q u o t e d  i n  h i s  a d d r e s s  t h e  t e s t i m o n i e s  he r e c e i v e d  
fro m  t h e s e  and  t h e  o t h e r  g e n t l e m e n  fro m  whom he had  r e q u e s t e d  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n . 57
P age  d e l i v e r e d  "The U n f u l f i l l e d  A m b i t io n  o f  t h e  S o u th "  a s  t h e  
f i n a l  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  e v e n in g  s e s s i o n  on  A p r i l  27 .  F o l lo w in g  t h e  s p e e c h  
" t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  a d j o u r n e d  u n t i l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o rn in g  a t  t e n  
0 ' c l o c k . "58
56
G eo rg e  T. W in s to n  to  WHP, A p r i l  16 , 19 0 4 ,  P ag e  MSS.
^ ^ H o l l i s  B u rk e  F r i s s e l l  t o  WHP, A p r i l  12 ,  1904 , P age  MSS.
5 8 p o u r t h  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n ,  p .  110.
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L i n e  o f  R e a s o n in g
I n  "The U n f u l f i l l e d  A m b i t io n  o f  th e  S o u th "  P ag e  d e v e lo p e d  th e  
p r o p o s i t i o n ;
. . . t h e r e  i t  s t a n d s - - a  s t a r k  econom ic  f a c t - - t h e  s t a t e  
m u s t  t r a i n  e v e r y  c h i l d  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  e x p e n s e ;  and  i t  
m u s t  t r a i n  h im  to  u s e f u l n e s s .
As h e  h ad  d o n e  i n  "The S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  T ow n,"  Page  f o l lo w e d  
a  p r o b l e m - s o l u t i o n - b e n e f i t s  p a t t e r n  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  A f t e r  (1 )  i d e n t i -  
b y i n g  t h e  u n f u l f i l l e d  a m b i t i o n  o f  t h e  S o u th  a s  i t s  f a i l u r e  t o  e x e r t  any  
r e a l  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  he  (2 )  e m p h a s iz e d  th e  
n e c e s s i t y  o f  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  m a s s e s  and  (3 )  m a g n i f i e d  t h e  b e n e ­
f i t s  w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  e x p e c t e d  f ro m  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n .
I n  d e v e l o p i n g  h i s  i d e a s  i n  t h i s  a d d r e s s .  P ag e  r e a s o n e d  from 
s e v e r a l  p r e m i s e s  u p o n  w h ich  h e  and  h i s  a u d ie n c e  w e re  i n  a g r e e m e n t :  
S o u t h e r n e r s  a r e  t h e  h e i r s  o f  a  p r o u d  h e r i t a g e  and  a r e  a  p a t r i o t i c  
p e o p l e ,  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  d e m o c ra c y  a p p l y  to  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
e c o n o m ic  p r o g r e s s  o c c u r s  when a  s o c i e t y  i s  c o m m it te d  to  t h e  r i g h t  
t r a i n i n g  o f  i t s  p e o p l e ,  t h e  S o u th  i s  a n  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y ,  and th e  r a c e s  
a r e  n o t  s o c i a l  e q u a l s .
Forms o f  Support
Page em ployed  e x a m p le s ,  c o m p a r i s o n s ,  t e s t i m o n y ,  a p p e a l s  to  
s e l f - e s t e e m ,  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  and  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  and  a c l e a r  s t y l e  
t o  a m p l i f y  h i s  r e a s o n i n g  i n  h i s  s p e e c h  a t  B irm ingham .
Page u s e d  ex a m p le s  t o  m a g n i fy  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  u n i v e r s a l  t r a i n ­
i n g  and  to  i l l u s t r a t e  how t h e  u n t r a i n e d  m asse s  e x e r t  a  n e g a t i v e  
i n f l u e n c e  on p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  As i n  p r e v i o u s  s p e e c h e s  on e d u c a t i o n  i n
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
177
t h e  S o u th ,  he  r e l i e d  p r i m a r i l y  on p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .
E m p h a s iz in g  w h a t  h a p p e n s  when p e o p l e  b e l i e v e  i n  u n i v e r s a l  
t r a i n i n g ,  P age  s h a r e d  w h a t  h e  saw on a  r e c e n t  j o u r n e y  from  B o s to n  t o  
S t .  L o u i s :
A c r o s s  t h a t  row  o f  s t a t e s  one may s e e  e v e ry w h e re  w o rk sh o p s
t h a t  a r e  s c h o o l s  and s c h o o l s  t h a t  a r e  w o r k s h o p s ,  th e
p e o p l e  a r e  d o i n g  some econom ic  s e r v i c e  and  t r a i n i n g  th e  
y o u n g .  The e a r n e s t n e s s  o f  a c a d e m ic  l i f e ,  t h e  hum o f  i n d u s t r y ,  
t h e  c l e a n n e s s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e - - f r o m  th e  l e c t u r e  rooms o f  
H a rv a r d  C o l l e g e  t o  th e  pow er room  a t  t h e  W o r l d ' s  F a i r  w here
a n  e n g i n e  t u r n s  1 0 ,0 0 0  h o r s e p o w e r  . . . t h e s e  a r e  o u r
c o u n t ry m e n  (a n d  t h e s e  a r e  t h e i r  w a y s )  who h av e  a l r e a d y  
t a k e n  a  m o r tg a g e  on th e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  f o r  th e y  a r e  
i t s  m a s t e r s .
I n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  " k in d  o f  t r a i n e d  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  h a s  e n a b le d
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  t a k e  th e  l e a d  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  w o r l d , "  Page
m e n t io n e d  t h a t  w h e re :
Men o n ce  p e g g e d  s h o e s  by h a n d .  T hey  a r e  p e g g e d  much more 
c h e a p l y  by  m a c h in e r y .  Whole tow ns a r e  g i v e n  t o  s h o e -  
m ak in g  and  a  man who i n v e n t e d  s h o e - p e g g i n g  m a c h in e ry  
l a t e l y  d i e d  an d  l e f t  a g r e a t  l e g a c y  t o  one  o f  o u r  u n i v e r ­
s i t i e s .  Men o n ce  s h o v e le d  i r o n  o r e  w i t h  s p a d e s .  On Lake 
S u p e r i o r  o r e  i s  now l i f t e d  from  t h e  e a r t h  by m a c h in e ry  
an d  i t  i s  n o t  o n ce  moved by m u s c le - p o w e r  o f  man t i l l  i t  
becom es s t e e l  r a i l s  and t h e y  a r e  l a i d  on t h e  r o a d b e d .
I l l u s t r a t i n g  how th e  a b s e n c e  o f  c o m p u ls o ry  t r a i n i n g  a l l o w s  t h e  
u n e d u c a t e d  t o  d o m in a te  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  P age  r e c a l l e d  h i s  r e c e n t  c o n v e r ­
s a t i o n  w i t h  a  c o l l e g e  p r e s i d e n t  and  a  n e w sp a p e r  e d i t o r .  W h i le  b o t h  men 
a g r e e d  u p o n  t h e  e c o n o m ic  n e c e s s i t y  o f  " t r a i n i n g  e v e r y  c h i l d  i n  t h e  
s t a t e , "  t h e y  w ere  r e l u c t a n t  to  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  c o n v i c t i o n s  f e a r i n g  
" p u b l i c  o p i n i o n . "  T h e se  f e a r s ,  he  c o n c l u d e d ,  p e r m i t t e d  th e  " u n t r a i n e d  
mob" t o  c o n t r o l  t h o u g h t  and was " t h e  r e a s o n  why o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  :he  
c o u n t r y  (h a d )  t a k e n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l e a d e r s h i p "  away from  th e  S o u th .
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Page employed comparisons to  h e ig h te n  the d i f f e r e n c e s  between
men and communities who endorsed u n iv e r s a l  t r a in in g  and th o se  th a t  did
n o t .  Answering the r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t io n  o f  who would " sh ove l  the  d i r t
and chop the  wood and draw the water" i n  a community o f  t r a in e d  men?,
Page responded th a t  the d i r t  cou ld  be sh ove led  more "cheaply than now,"
and so compared a tra in ed  man and u n tra in ed  negro la b o r e r .  "A tra in e d
man would d r iv e  h i s  scoop to  your d i r t ,  a t ta c h  i t  to  an e l e c t r i c  w ire
and s h o v e l  the d i r t  more a c c u r a t e ly ,  more q u ic k ly ,  more ch eap ly  than
any negro in  Alabama."
Emphasizing the d i f f e r e n c e  "between an u n tra in ed  and a b e t t e r
tr a in e d  community," Page re tu rn ed  to  h i s  comparison o f  Iowa and North
C a r o l in a .  More s u c c in c t  than h i s  use  o f  the same comparison in  h i s
speech  a t  R a le ig h  the p r e v io u s  y e a r ,  he s a id  on ly:
They are both a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t a t e s .  They have ap p r o x i­
m ate ly  the same area  and the same p o p u la t io n .  They have 
approxim ately  the same number o f  farm ers. Yet the v a lu e  
o f  the farm products  o f  Iowa i s  more than four tim es the  
v a lu e  o f  the farm p roducts  o f  North C arolina; and the
v a lu e  o f  the farm p ro p er ty  i s  e ig h t  times as g r e a t .  A
farmer makes more than four tim es as much in  Iowa as he
does  in  North C aro lin a ;  and a farm-hand r e c e i v e s  tw ice  
as much. The d i f f e r e n c e  i s  not so much a d i f f e r e n c e  in  
s o i l  as i t  i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  men. Most o f  the farm 
work in  North C aro lin a  i s  done by untra ined  n egroes .  I t  
i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  done in  Iowa by i n t e l l i g e n t  and tr a in e d  
w h ite  men. I t  i s  the d i f f e r e n c e  between a clodhopper and 
a tr a in e d  man.
S im ila r  a l s o  to  h is  speech  th r ee  years  e a r l i e r  in  A thens ,  
G eorg ia ,  where he r e fe r r e d  to the s t a t e  as "a raw w i ld e r n e s s "  to  what 
i t  cou ld  b e .  Page c a l l e d  Alabama "hardly more than a w i ld e r n e s s "  w ith  
man " j u s t  b eg in n in g  to make a permanent impress upon i t . "  So to o ,  he 
r e fe r r e d  to  Birmingham i t s e l f  as a c i t y  "wholly b u i l t  w i th in  my easy  
memory."
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One o f  the s t r o n g e s t  a m p l i f ic a t o r y  d e v ic e s  i n  "The U n f u l f i l l e d  
Am bition o f  the South" was P a g e 's  use o f  t e s t im o n y . Emphasizing th a t  
Southerners  had not l o s t  t h e ir  am bition  to  r e tu r n  t h e i r  s e c t i o n  to  a 
p o s i t i o n  o f  le a d e r s h ip  i n  the n a t io n ,  Page shared the  memory o f  John 
Banks Wardlaw, h i s  room-mate a t  Randolph-Macon C o l l e g e ,  a "Georgian o f  
g e n t le  breed in g  and o f  h ig h  s p i r i t ,  ardent and e lo q u e n t !"  During t h e ir  
l a s t  v i s i t  t o g e t h e r ,  Wardlaw had looked out the  window over the g u l l i e d  
f i e l d : "
. . . ( i t  was an e n d le s s  waste  o f  m i s t i l l e d  la n d ) ,  and he 
sa id  sa d ly :  ' I  lo v e  the o ld  red h i l l s ,  and we must show
th a t  men l i v e  on them y e t . ' A h in t  o f  d ea th  was a lre a d y  
in  h is  e y e s ,  but an unbounded p a t r io t i s m  shone th e re  to o .
He wrote me a l i t t l e  l a t e r :  ' I  do not mind d y in g ,  but I
hoped to  do som ething for  the South b e fo r e  I  w ent. ' And 
he never wrote a g a in .
In order to  dram atize  the impact o f  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  on the  
"earn ing power o f  p a r t i c u l a r  persons  b e fo re  they  were t r a in e d  and 
a f t e r , "  Page read the r e sp o n se s  from the heads o f  " s e v e r a l  good s c h o o ls  
fo r  negro men and women" to  the q u e s t io n  "does t r a i n i n g  pay the i n d i ­
v id u a l? "  The answers from Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e ,  the S l a t e r  School for  
Negroes in  W inston-Salem , and Hampton I n s t i t u t e  a l l  concurred th at  a 
t r a in e d  negro could  e x p e c t  h i s  monthly income to  in c r e a s e  four to  f i v e  
t im es  over th a t  which he had earned p r e v io u s ly .  Responding to  the  
same query, the " p r e s id e n t  o f  the Alabama P o ly te c h n ic  I n s t i t u t e ,  a t  
Auburn," a sch o o l  fo r  w h ite  m a les ,  in d ic a te d  th a t  most o f  h i s  s tu d en ts  
"have been poor boys in  the s t r i c t e s t  sense  o f  the  word," and th a t  had 
they  "remained on the  farm" they  could  have e x p ec ted  to  earn  "about a 
hundred and f i f t y  d o l l a r s  a y e a r ,"  the average fo r  a farm la b o rer .  
However, "the p r e s e n t  average  earnings"  o f  the s c h o o l ' s  graduates  was
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" e i g h t  h u n d re d  d o l l a r s  a y e a r , "  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  t h o s e  who had
" j u s t  l e f t  c o l l e g e ,  b u t  who i n  a  few  y e a r s  w i l l  r i s e  t o  s o m e th in g
b e t t e r . "  R e a s o n i n g  f ro m  t h e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  s p e a k e r  a s s e r t e d  t h a t
r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  p a y s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .
I n  p r e v i o u s  s p e e c h e s  on  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u th  Page had  t a k e n
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  a l i g n  h i s  c a u s e  w i t h  t h a t  o f  God and  T r u t h ,  and  h i s
s p e e c h  a t  B irm in g h am  was no e x c e p t i o n .  S p e a k in g  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r ' s
l o v e  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  h e  t o l d  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  "my b r o t h e r s ,  we owe i t  a  d e b t
t h a t  we c a n n o t  p ay  d e v o u t l y  e n o u g h . "  I n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n e r ' s
" s o l e m n ,  f i l i a l  d u t y ,  he  o f f e r e d  up a  p r a y e r  o f  f o r g i v e n e s s  'F o r  o u r
s i n s  t o  o u r  l a n d :  ' "
0 L a n d ,  t h e  g i v e r  o f  p l e n t y ;  s u s t a i n  u s  y e t ,  u n t r a i n e d  
w o r k e r s .
0  Sunny  L an d ,  c l o t h i e r  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  s u s t a i n  u s  y e t ,  
u n t r a i n e d  w o r k e r s .
0  L a n d ,  o u r  sunny  home; s u s t a i n  u s  y e t ,  u n t r a i n e d  
w o r k e r s .
0  f e r t i l e ,  s u n n y ,  and p l e n t e o u s  c o u n t r y ,  p r o v i d e r ,
c l o t h e r ,  home; s u s t a i n  u s  y e t ,  u n t r a i n e d  w o r k e r s .
We w i l l  w o r s h i p  t h e e  w i t h  b e t t e r  l a b o r ,
Renew t h e  r i c h e s  o f  t h e  s o i l  w i t h  k n o w le d g e .
Make g r e e n  th y  h i l l s ,  t h y  lo w l a n d s  w h i t e  w i t h  c o t t o n .
P r e s e r v e  t h e  f o r e s t  m a n t l e  o f  t h y  m o u n t a i n s .
K eep c l e a n  th y  s t r e a m s  f o r  c o n s t a n t  f l o w i n g .
T e a c h  t h y  b o u n d l e s s  b e a u t i e s  t o  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,
T i l l  we l i e  down i n  s i l e n c e  i n  t h y  bosom.
Amen
The e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h i s  p r a y e r  l a y  i n  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  s t r a t e g y  o f  
i d e n t i f y i n g  S o u t h e r n e r s '  l o v e  o f  t h e  l a n d  w i t h  t h e i r  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  
A lm ig h ty .
S i m i l a r  t o  h i s  p r e v i o u s  s p e e c h e s  on e d u c a t i o n  d e l i v e r e d  i n  th e  
S o u t h ,  P ag e  p l a y e d  upon  th e  m o t i v e s  o f  s e l f - e s t e e m  and s e l f - a c t u a l i z a ­
t i o n  a s  a  m eans o f  e n h a n c in g  h i s  r e m a r k s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  he e x e r c i s e d  an  
a p p e a l  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e ' s  s e n s e  o f  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n .
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Page s t i r r e d  the  p r id e  o f  h i s  audience  i n  t h e ir  h e r ita g e  to
i d e n t i f y  w ith  them as a Southerner and thus to  a s s e r t  h i s  r ig h t  to  speak
b o l d l y .  W hile h i s  audience  i n  Birmingham was comprised for  the most
p a r t  o f  S ou th e r n e r s ,  th ere  was a l s o  an a p p r e c ia b le  number o f  important
in d i v id u a l s  from the North who had in v e s te d  b o th  time and money in
f u r th e r in g  the cause  o f  e d u c a t io n  in  the South. However, the speaker
announced h i s  i n t e n t i o n  to  "speak d i r e c t ly "  to  the  sou th ern  men p r e se n t
and "to them o n ly ."  D e f in in g  h i s  t a r g e t  audience  he addressed  h i s
comments to  th o se :
. . . bound to g e th e r  by an ardent p a t r io t i s m  which i s  
the in h e r i t a n c e  o f  every  Southerner e s p e c i a l l y  i f  h i s  
t r a d i t i o n s  run back to  the large-m inded p er iod  when 
Southern men b u i l t  the sp a c io u s  house o f  our l i b e r t i e s .
And every  such man would g iv e  h i s  work i f  he knew how-- 
he would g iv e  h i s  l i f e ,  i f  need b e - - t o  r e s t o r e  the  
thought, the c h a r a c te r ,  and the  in f lu e n c e  o f  the South 
to  the commanding p o s i t i o n  th a t  they h e ld  a hunc'z c .. 
y e a r s  ago.
I n  d e s c r ib in g  the "Southern gentleman" to  whom he was l im i t in g  h i s
a d d r e s s ,  he con tin u ed :
. . . - - a  man who i s  frank and f e a r l e s s ,  generous to  h is  
f e l l o w s ,  a proud man w ith  an i n s t i n c t  fo r  le a d e r s h ip ;  
the weaker the man i s  w ith  whom he has to  do, the more 
scru pu lous  i s  h i s  j u s t i c e ,  the  weaker the  woman i s  w ith  
whom he has to  do, the more scrupulous h i s  honor.
Such "men o f  our t r a d i t i o n s  and our tem per," he added, "were born far
to o  large"  to  a l lo w  e i t h e r  m is fo r tu n e  or am bition  "to change h i s
r e l a t i o n  to  h i s  f e l l o w  man or to h i s  cou n try ."
W hile l a v i s h  in  h i s  approbation  o f  the southern  gentlem an.
Page did  not g l o r i f y  the antebellum  p e r io d ,  but attem pted to  combine
a p p e a ls  to  h i s  a u d ie n c e 's  p a t r i o t i c  nature as Southerners and as
Am ericans, Thus, he s t r e s s e d  the t r a d i t io n s  whose r o o ts  were in
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
182
" t h e  t im e  o f  W a s h in g to n ,  o f  J e f f e r s o n ,  o f  M a r s h a l l "  r a t h e r  t h a n  o f
D a v i s ,  Lee an d  J a c k s o n .  H is  s t r a t e g y  was d e s i g n e d  t o  s t i m u l a t e
S o u t h e r n e r s  t o  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  a s  men whose " u n f u l f i l l e d
a m b i t i o n "  w as  " f o r  o u r  c o u n t r y - - a n  a m b i t i o n  f o r  t h e s e  S t a t e s  and
t h e s e  p e o p l e  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  U n i o n . "
P age  a l s o  commended t h e  a g r a r i a n  h e r i t a g e  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,
t h e i r  l o v e  o f  " t h e  l a n d  we w e re  b o r n  t o . "  As s u c h ,  h e  a f f i r m e d :
T h o se  o f  u s  t h a t  do n o t  t i l l  t h e  e a r t h  s t i l l  k e e p  a  lo v e  
o f  i t .  Even  t h o s e  o f  u s  w hose t r a d e s  h av e  b u r i e d  u s  i n  
g r e a t  c i t i e s  f e e l  e x i l e d  i f  we do n o t  come a t  s h o r t  
i n t e r v a l s  and to u c h  t h i s  s o i l .  The c a l l  o f  t h e  e a r t h  
c o m p e ls  u s .  T h i s  i s  a lw a y s  o u r  home. And t h e  o d o r s  o f  
a  s o u t h e r n  s p r i n g t i m e  s t i r  d e e p  e m o t io n s  i n  u s .
The e d i t o r  o f  W o r ld ' s Work u s e d  t h e  m o t iv e  o f  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a ­
t i o n  t o  d r a m a t i z e  how t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a n  a r i s t o c r a t i c  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  
s o c i e t y  had  t h w a r t e d  t h e  a m b i t i o n  o f  S o u t h e r n e r s  t o  a s s e r t  t h e m s e l v e s  
i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  he  e m p h a s iz e d  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t  w h ic h  l a y  b e f o r e  t h e  S o u th .
R e f e r r i n g  t o  how W a s h in g to n ,  J e f f e r s o n  and  M a r s h a l l  " w ro u g h t  
o u t  t h e i r  h i g h  w i s h "  o f  b u i l d i n g  t h e  n a t i o n .  P ag e  v o i c e d  t h e  f r u s t r a ­
t i o n  t h a t  " o u r  w i s h ,  e q u a l l y  h i g h ,  we h a v e  n o t  w ro u g h t  o u t ;  and  t h a t
i s  o u r  s o r r o w , "  and  a s k e d  "why a r e  we n o t ,  why may n o t  we becom e,
l e a d e r s  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y ' s  p r o g r e s s ? "  S in c e  S o u t h e r n e r s  w e re  n e i t h e r  
" i n c a p a b l e "  n o r  had  th e y  l o s t  t h e i r  " a m b i t i o n , "  he r e a s o n e d  t h e  an sw e r  
l a y  e l s e w h e r e ,  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  f a i l u r e  to  t r a i n  t h e  m a s s e s  o f  t h e  
p e o p l e .
N o t in g  how " t h e  b l i n d  p u s h  o f  u n t r a i n e d  men" d o m in a te d  p u b l i c  
o p i n i o n  and e v e n t u a l l y  l i m i t e d  f re e d o m  o f  t h o u g h t ,  P ag e  p o i n t e d  o u t  th e  
i r o n y  o f  how:
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. . .  we o f  a l l  men s h o u ld  h av e  s u f f e r e d  an  e c l i p s e  o f  
f r e e  t h o u g h t .  Our f o r e f a t h e r s  s u p p o s e d  t h a t  t h e y  had  
made t h i s  b l e s s i n g  s e c u r e  f o r  a l l  t i m e .  I t  was
J e f f e r s o n ’ s g r e a t  d ream . Y e t  w e ,  who o u g h t  t o  h av e  b e e n
b o r n  i n t o  t h e  f u l l  b l a z e  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i b e r t y ,  a r e  
t h e  o n l y  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  men t o  whom i t  i s  d e n i e d .
The s p e a k e r ' s  e m p h a s i s  on  th e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  f r e e  s p e e c h  and o p i n i o n  
r e f l e c t s  h i s  i n v o l v e m e n t  and c o n c e r n  i n  t h e  " B a s s e t t  a f f a i r "  a t  T r i n i t y  
C o l l e g e 5 9  w h ic h  h ad  e r u p t e d  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  O c to b e r .
L a u d in g  t h e  r a p i d  c h a n g e s  w h ic h  w e re  com ing  t o  t h e  S o u th  a s  a
r e s u l t  o f  a n  e c o n o m ic  r a t h e r  t h a n  a r i s t o c r a t i c  v ie w  o f  s o c i e t y .  Page
e m p h a s iz e d  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  t h e  f u t u r e :  " I f  we h av e  a  r o u g h  t a s k ,  i t
i s  a  h i g h  t a s k .  W h i le  we a r e  d o i n g  i t ,  we s h a l l  h av e  th e  j o y  o f  
c o n s t r u c t i v e  a c t i v i t y .  We lo o k  fo r w a rd  t o  a  g o l d e n  ag e  t h a t  we may 
s u r e l y  h e l p  t o  b r i n g ,  n o t  b a c k  t o  one t h a t  n e v e r  w a s . "
I n  a d d r e s s i n g  a n  a u d i e n c e  o f  e d u c a t e d  S o u t h e r n e r s ,  P age  
a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  m o t iv e  o f  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  t o  a c c e n t u a t e  t h e  c o n t r i b u ­
t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  to w ard  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  f r e e  s o c i e t y .  R e a s o n ­
i n g  t h a t  i n  a  com m unity  w h e re  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  i s  
d e n i e d ,  he s t r e s s e d  t h a t  " t h o u g h t f u l  men ( s c h o l a r s  l i k e  B a s s e t t ) "  a r e  
" n o t  f r e e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m ass o f  u n t h i n k i n g  men a b o u t  t h e m ." He 
d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " a lw a y s  a n  u n t r a i n e d  mob w i l l  c o n t r o l  t h o u g h t , "  and  t h a t  
" i n  a n  u n t r a i n e d  d e m o c ra c y  low m in d s  w i l l  l e a d ,  and a n  o r g a n i z e d  howl 
w i l l  l i f t  d em ag o g u es  t o  p o w e r ."
P a g e ' s  c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  dem agogue was 
g e n u i n e .  I n  1893 i n  a n  e d i t o r i a l  i n  t h e  Forum  he had  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  
" r e d - h a n d e d ,  d e f o r m e d ,  and  s w a g g e r in g  v i l l a i n "  who " w i t h  h i s  o a t h s  and
5 9 g ee  "The B a s s e t t  A f f a i r , "  E a r l  W. P o r t e r ,  T r i n i t y  an d  Duke 
1 8 9 2 -1 9 2 4 :  F o u n d a t i o n s  o f  Duke U n i v e r s i t y  (Durham : Duke U n i v e r s i t y
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 4 ) .
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' h o n o r '  . . . h a s  s t r u t t e d  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  q u i e t  w ays  o f  S o u t h e r n  l i f e  
c a l l i n g  h i m s e l f  ' t h e  S o u t h , '  w r i t i n g  and s p e a k in g  o f  ' o u r  p e o p l e , '  and  
l e a d i n g  'm o b s '  t o  a v e n g e  ' o u r  women.
I n  i t s  r e p o r t  o f  "T he U n f u l f i l l e d  A m b i t io n  o f  t h e  S o u t h , "  t h e  
B irm in g h am  News n o t e d  t h a t  P age  p r e s e n t e d  a  " c l e a r  an d  c o n c i s e  e x p o s i ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  r e w a r d s " G l  o f  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  and  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  F arm er 
p r i n t e d  t h a t  t h e  N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n ' s  a d d r e s s  was "made i n  h i s  u s u a l  
s e v e r e l y  p r a c t i c a l  s t y l e . H e  a c h i e v e d  t h i s  c l e a r  and  p r a c t i c a l  
s t y l e  t h r o u g h  h i s  u s e  o f  f a m i l i a r  l a n g u a g e  and  e x t e n s i v e  em ploym ent o f  
r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n s .  H o w ev er ,  a g a i n  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  t a l e n t  a s  a  p h r a s e -  
m ak e r  was t h e  m o s t  s t r i k i n g  e l e m e n t  o f  h i s  s t y l e .
R em ark in g  t h a t  " e d u c a t i o n "  was " a  c o n f u s i n g  w o r d , "  m e a n in g  one 
t h i n g  t o  one man and  a n o t h e r  t o  a n o t h e r , "  P age  a n n o u n c e d  h e  w ou ld  a v o id  
u s i n g  w o rd s  " a b o u t  w h ic h  men d e l i v e r  d i s s e r t a t i o n s . "  T h u s ,  h e  c h o s e  t o  
t a l k  a b o u t  " p l a i n  ' t r a i n i n g , ' "  and  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " t h e  s e c r e t  o f  t h e  
u n r i v a l e d  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s - - t h e  s e c r e t  o f  t h e  s w i f t  f o r ­
w a rd  movement i n  o u r  t im e  t h a t  p u t s  a l l  p r e c e d i n g  s o c i a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  t o  
s h a m e - - i s  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  p e o p l e . "  He c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  " d o c t r i n e  o f  
u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n  a t  t h e  c o m m u n i ty ' s  e x p e n s e "  a  " m o r a l  f a c t , "  
" p a t r i o t i c  a c t i o n "  and  " t h e  s e c r e t  o f  t h e  u n r i v a l e d  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s . "
^ ^ W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e ,  "The L a s t  H old  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B u l l y , "  
F o ru m , XVI (N ovem ber, 1 8 9 3 ) ,  3 1 3 - 4 .
^ ^ B irm ingham  News, A p r i l  28 ,  1904 .
^ ^ P r o g r e s s i v e  F a rm e r  ( R a l e i g h ) ,  May 3, 1904 .
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Page made e x t e n s iv e  use o f  r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t io n s  as s ig n p o s t s  in  
h i s  speech . As such , he asked; "What a i l s  u s ,  then , or what a i l s  the  
t im e we l i v e  in ? ,"  " F ir s t - - d o e s  t r a i n i n g  pay the in d iv id u a l? ,"  "But i f  
a negro be a f o o l  not to  t r a in  h i m s e l f ,  what s h a l l  be sa id  o f  a w h ite  
man?," and "What i s  the South?" H is  r e l i a n c e  on r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t io n s  
added an o r a l  q u a l i t y  to  h i s  s t y l e  and a id ed  the l i s t e n e r  in  f o l l o w in g  
the  speech .
The most o u ts ta n d in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  Page’ s s t y l e  was h i s  use  
o f  s t r i k i n g  p h r a se s .  R e fe rr in g  to  th o se  who became confused over the  
meaning o f  the word e d u c a t io n ,  he employed the  metaphor o f  "b lin d  
l i t t l e  men scram blin g  in  a fo g  for  a p ath  t h a t  was not th e r e .  Then I 
have looked outdoors  and seen the r o s e s  bloom ing and thought o f  the  
c h i ld r e n  t h a t  cannot bloom."
As th e  t i t l e  o f  h i s  a d d r e s s ,  "The U n f u l f i l l e d  Ambition" aroused  
c u r i o s i t y  c a u s in g  p eo p le  to ask  what t h a t  am bition  w as, an i n t e r e s t i n g ,  
p o e t i c ,  q u o ta b le  p h r a se ,  "The U n f u l f i l l e d  Ambition o f  the South"  
sym bolized  the o r a t o r ' s  s t r a t e g y  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  the southern  s t a t e s  
w it h  the n a t io n .  Arguing th a t  the South needed to  f u l f i l l  i t s  am bition  
o f  n a t io n a l  l e a d e r s h ip .  Page used the s c r i p t u r e - l i k e  phrase t h a t  a t  
p r e s e n t  Sou th ern ers  were "almost s tr a n g e r s  in  the house o f  our f a th e r s ."
Page had pra iped  Washington, J e f f e r s o n  and M arshall a s  examples  
o f  sou th ern  men who p laced  the w e l fa r e  o f  t h e i r  n a t io n  over "the d e s ir e  
to  a c h ie v e  som ething m erely for  o n e ' s  own g lo r y ."  In the p e r o r a t io n  o f  
h i s  a d d r e s s ,  the speaker invoked the s p i r i t  o f  th ese  grea t  men by 
parap h rasin g  the D e c la r a t io n  o f  Independence:
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When in  the c o u rse  o f  human e v e n ts  i t  becomes 
n e c e ssa r y  for  a g e n e r a t io n  o f  men to  d i s s o l v e  the  
h e r e d ita r y  bands t h a t  have connected them w ith  an 
economic error  and to  assume among the workers o f  
the world an independent and equal s t a t i o n  to  w hich  
th e ir  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t y  and t h e ir  economic capa­
c i t y  e n t i t l e  them, a d ecen t  regard for  the o p in io n s  
o f  the laggard r e q u ir e s  th a t  they  should d e c la r e  the  
purpose which im p els  them to  th e ir  em ancipation .
We hold  th e s e  tr u th s  to  be s e l f - e v i d e n t :  th a t
a l l  men should have e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p ortu n ity ;  t h a t  we 
are endowed by our i n s t i t u t i o n s  w ith  i n a l i e n a b l e  
r ig h t s ;  and t h a t  among th e se  are f r e e  t r a in in g  and 
fr e e  o p in ion .
We, t h e r e f o r e ,  the d escen d en ts  o f  men who meant 
to  e s t a b l i s h  f r e e  thought fo r  us when they l a id  the  
fou n d ation s  o f  our l i b e r t i e s ,  p o in t in g  to  the b e n e f i t s  
o f  f r e e  o p in io n  among E n g l ish -sp e a k in g  men throughout  
the w or ld , do i n  the name and fo r  the developm ent o f  
the good peop le  o f  th e se  s t a t e s  d e c la r e  th a t  f r e e  t r a i n ­
ing  and f r e e  o p in io n  o f  r ig h t  ought to  be t h e i r s .
And for  the support o f  t h i s  d e c la r a t io n  we 
m utually  p ledge  to  each oth er  our l i v e s ,  our fo r tu n e s  
and our sacred honor.
P a g e 's  p l a in  and d i r e c t  s t y l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  h i s  p h ras in g  which 
encouraged f r e s h  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  h i s  use o f  f a m i l ia r  w ords, added 
both  c l a r i t y  and v i v id n e s s  to  h i s  remarks.
Assessm ent
P age 's  speech  "The U n f u l f i l l e d  Ambition o f  the South" was a 
cerem onia l address  in  w h ich  the speaker p ra ise d  the b e n e f i t s  o f  r ig h t  
t r a i n i n g  and is su e d  a sou th ern  d e c la r a t io n  o f  independence from the  
c o n s tr a in in g  in f lu e n c e s  o f  the p a s t .  O ffe r in g  a new and economic  
v i s i o n  as opposed to  the  concept  o f  p r i v i l e g e ,  he p o in ted  the way for  
the S o u th 's  r e tu r n  to  p r o s p e r i t y  and p r e s t i g e .
The Birmingham ad d ress  i s  c h a r a c te r iz e d  by a s p e a k e r 's  attempt  
to  i d e n t i f y  h im s e l f  and h i s  audience  w ith  the noble q u a l i t i e s  and 
t r a d i t io n s  o f  the true S o u th e r n e r - - th o se  th a t  made him in stru m en ta l
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in  founding the n a t io n .  To am plify  h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  that a l l  men have  
the in h e r en t  r i g h t  to  en joy  equal o p p ortu n ity  and f r e e  o p in io n ,  Page 
employed em otion a l  ap p ea ls  based on the needs fo r  s e l f - e s t e e m ,  s e l f -  
a c t u a l i z a t i o n  and s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  and u t i l i z e d  numerous exam ples,  
com parisons, t e s t im o n i e s ,  and a p r a c t i c a l  y e t  s t r i k i n g  s t y l e .
P a g e 's  a d d ress  a t  the Conference for  Education  in  the South i s  
unique among h i s  p r e v io u s  speeches on e d u c a t io n  in  that he used a wider  
range o f  prem ises  from which he developed  h i s  r e a so n in g .  As such , he 
p r a ise d  Southerners  a s  the h e i r s  o f  a proud t r a d i t i o n  and as a p a t r i ­
o t i c  p e o p le ,  contended th a t  the p r i n c ip l e s  o f  democracy apply to  educa­
t io n  and th a t  the g r e a t e s t  economic p r o g r e ss  occu rs  when a s o c i e t y  i s  
committed to  the r i g h t  t r a in in g  o f  i t s  p e o p le ,  and rea ff irm ed  t h a t  the  
South was an a g r a r ia n  s o c i e t y  and th a t  the r a c e s  were not s o c i a l  eq u a ls .  
In l i g h t  o f  t h i s  o b s e r v a t io n ,  "The U n f u l f i l l e d  Ambition o f  the South"  
r e p r e s e n t s  a c u lm in a t io n  o f  h i s  speeches on sou th ern  e d u ca t ion  
d e l iv e r e d  during  the p rev iou s  tw elve y e a r s .
P u b lic  re sp o n se  to  the speech was i n t e r e s t i n g .  The New York 
Evening M ail r e p o r te d  the speech as c r e a t in g  a " sen sa tion "  a t  the  
Conference and p u b lish ed  i t s  account under the  h e a d l in e  "Says South I s  
Under Tyranny." The r e p o r t  in d ic a te d  th a t  the  sp e a k e r 's  "somewhat rad­
i c a l  s ta tem en ts  aroused no o p p o s i t io n  in  t h i s  p r o g r e s s iv e  c i t y ,  but are  
q u est ion ed  by more c o n s e r v a t iv e  S o u th e r n e r s ."63 The Birmingham News 
concurred w ith  the Northern newspaper in  a s s e s s i n g  P age 's  e f f o r t  as  a 
"bold a d d ress:"
G^Evening M ail (New York), A p r i l  28, 1904.
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. . . i n  some r e s p e c t s  t h e  b o l d e s t  e v e r  d e l i v e r e d  on  a  
S o u t h e r n  p l a t f o r m  by  a  man who c la im e d  t o  s p e a k  by  r i g h t  
o f  k i n s h i p .  The g r e a t  body  o f  h i s  h e a r e r s  d i d  n o t  
a p p la u d  some o f  h i s  u t t e r a n c e s ,  b u t  i f  t h e y  d i s s e n t e d  
f ro m  him  t h e y  made no v i s i b l e  s i g n .  I f  t h e  c o u r a g e  o f  
t h e  s p e a k e r  was a d m i r a b l e ,  so  was t h e  c o u r t e s y  and  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  whom he s p o k e .
The a c c o u n t  i n  t h e  News w e n t  on t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  was " t r u t h "  i n  P a g e ' s
m e s s a g e  t h a t  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  p a y s  b o t h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and  t h e  com m unity :
T h i s  was i m p r e s s i v e l y  s e t  f o r t h  by Mr. P age  i n  a n  
u n a n s w e r a b le  a r g u m e n t  t o  t h o s e  who q u e s t i o n  t h e  
v a l u e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a s  a  n e c e s s a r y  means t o  a  h i g h e r  
c i v i l i z a t i o n  and  a  m ore p r o f i t a b l e  e x i s t e n c e .
We commend Mr. P a g e ' s  a d d r e s s  a s  a  v a l u a b l e  
l e s s o n  i n  e c o n o m ic s .  I t  i s  p r a c t i c a l ,  sound  and  
h e l p f u l .  I t  g o e s  t o  t h e  v e r y  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  
m a t t e r  and  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  g r e a t  need  f o r  t r a i n ­
i n g  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  and  i n  A labam a a s  a
b u s i n e s s  p r o p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  m a t e r i a l  p r o g r e s s  
and  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  o u r  p e o p l e .
The News c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  " t h o u g h t f u l  p e o p le  who h e a r d "  t h e  a d d r e s s  "m ust
h av e  b e e n  d e e p l y  im p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  s o u n d n e s s  o f  many o f  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s
r e m a r k s "  and l a b e l e d  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  W o r ld ' s Work " n o t  o n l y  a  s t r o n g
w r i t e r ,  b u t  . . . a l s o  a  f o r c e f u l  s p e a k e r . "
The P r o g r e s s i v e  F a rm er  r e f e r r e d  t o  P a g e ' s  s p e e c h  " a s  made i n
h i s  u s u a l  s e v e r e l y  p r a c t i c a l  s t y l e ,  a  s t r o n g  a d d r e s s , "  and  c o n s i d e r e d
i t  " t h e  a b l e s t  and m o s t  s u g g e s t i v e " G 5  a d d r e s s  d e l i v e r e d  a t  th e
C o n f e r e n c e .  The e d i t o r  o f  t h e  F a rm er  c o n t i n u e d :
I t  o u g h t  t o  b e  s t u d i e d  by e v e r y  man i n  t h e  S o u th ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  by  e v e r y  y o u n g  S o u t h e r n e r .  H im s e l f  a 
S o u t h e r n  man by b i r t h  and  t r a i n i n g .  D r .  P age  s p e a k s  
o f  o u r  p r o b le m s  n o t  o n l y  fro m  f u l l n e s s  o f  k n o w led g e  
b u t  f u l l n e s s  o f  sy m p a th y .  And w h e th e r  o r  n o t  one 
a g r e e s  w i t h  him  i n  a l l  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  i t  m u s t  be
^ ^ B irm ingham  News, A p r i l  2 8 ,  1904
^ ^ P r o g r e s s i v e  F a rm er  ( R a l e i g h ) ,  May 3 ,  1904.
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c l e a r  t o  a l l  t h a t  t h e  S o u th  h a s  b e e n  h e l d  b a c k  by  i t s  
f a i l u r e  t o  t r a i n  i t s  l a b o r e r s  by  i t s  m i s t a k e n  c o n f i ­
d e n c e  i n  t h e  s a v i n g  pow er o f  t r a i n e d  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  
u n t r a i n e d  m a s s e s  . . . The b e t t e r  t h e  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  
g r e a t e r  i s  t h e  m a r g i n  o f  p r o f i t .
R e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  s p e e c h  by  P a g e ' s  f r i e n d s  an d  c o l l e a g u e s  w as
e n t i r e l y  f a v o r a b l e .  W.H. B a ld w in ,  a  member o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n
B o a r d ,  w r o t e :  "Y our B irm in g h a m  S p e e c h  was j u s t  y o u - - a s  I  know y o u .
I  w o u ld  t h a t  I  had  b e e n  t h e r e  t o  f e e l  i t  w i t h  t h e  a u d i e n c e - - a n d  t o
w a tc h  t h e  f a c e s  o f  some h e a r e r s .  . . . What b l u s h e s  h a v e  come t o  t h e
c h e e k s  o f  many who h e a r d  i t  and  r e a d  i t . R e q u e s t i n g  a  " d o z e n  o r
m ore  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s , "  B o o k er  T. W a s h in g to n  c a l l e d  i t  a  " r e a l l y
good  s p e e c h "  and  d e c l a r e d ,  " I  c a n n o t  s e e  how i t  c a n  f a i l  t o  a c c o m p l i s h
g o o d .  I  w i s h  i t  m ig h t  h a v e  a  much w i d e r  c i r c u l a t i o n  t h a n  i t  h a s  h a d .
I  am a r r a n g i n g  t o  h a v e  i t  p u b l i s h e d  w i d e l y  i n  t h e  n e g r o  p r e s s ;  b u t  i t
o u g h t  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  and  h e a d s  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  w h i t e  p e o p l e . "67
M o st  e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  E dw in  Mims, p r o f e s s o r  o f  E n g l i s h  a t  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e ,
l a b e l e d  i t  " a  v i g o r o u s ,  t i m e l y ,  and  i n s p i r i n g  a d d r e s s : "
. . .  I  am g e t t i n g  e v e r y o n e  t o  r e a d  i t - - a l l  my s t u d e n t s  
and  c o l l e a g u e s .  A S o u t h e r n e r  who d o e s  n o t  s e e  t h a t  w h a t  
y o u  s a y  i s  t r u e  i s  t o t a l l y  b l i n d ,  w h i l e  one t h a t  d o e s  
n o t  r e s p o n d  t o  y o u r  c a l l  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  h a s  no s o u l .
What a  c h a n c e  we have . '  I  h a v e  f e l t  f o r  a  number o f  
y e a r s  t h a t  a  man c o u l d  h a v e  no b e t t e r  c h a n c e  t o  do 
e n d u r i n g  w o rk  t h a n  h e r e  i n  t h e  S o u th  now. Your w o rd s  
c o n f i r m  m e - - t h e y  so u n d  l i k e  a  b u g l e  b l a s t  on th e  
b a t t l e f i e l d .  T h i s  a d d r e s s  o u g h t  t o  h a v e  g r e a t  p u b l i ­
c i t y  g i v e n  t o  i t .  I t  i s  a  m a n ' s  word t o  m e n ! - - a s
n o t a b l e  i n  i t s  w a y - -w h e n  a l l  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a r e  t a k e n
i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n - - a s  E m e r s o n ' s  A m e r ic a n  S c h o l a r .
A l th o u g h  I  d i d  n o t  h av e  th e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  h e a r i n g  i t ,  
b u t  I  s h a l l  a lw a y s  c o u n t  i t  a s  one o f  t h e  g e n u i n e l y
GGw.H. B a ld w in  t o  WHP, May 1 4 ,  1904 , Page  MSS.
67B ooker  T. W a s h in g to n  t o  WHP, May 17, 1 9 0 4 ,  P age  MSS.
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h e l p f u l  t h i n g s  I  h a v e  had  t o  come i n t o  my l i f e . 68 
P a g e ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  Mims' c o m p l im e n ta r y  l e t t e r  i n d i c a t e s  h i s  
com m itm ent t o  e d u c a t i o n  a s  t h e  k e y  t o  u p l i f t i n g  h i s  b e lo v e d  S o u th .
E v e r  r e a d y  t o  r a i l  a g a i n s t  " t h e  c r o a k e r s  and  t h e  c r i t i c s  and a l l  k i n d s  
o f  n a r ro w  men" r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  k e e p i n g  " u s  f o r e v e r  i n  t h e  lo w la n d s  o f  
c o m p l a i n t , "  t h e  s o u t h e r n - e x p a t r i a t e  u r g e d  Mims t o  " k e e p  s o u n d in g  t h e  
n o t e  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  and  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  w i l l  h e a r  i t  and t a k e  i t  up 
an d  ^  i t ,  p r a i s e  God."69
"The U n f u l f i l l e d  A m b i t io n  o f  t h e  S o u th "  r e p r e s e n t s  P a g e ' s  l a s t  
s p e e c h  d e l i v e r e d  i n  t h e  S o u th  i n  w h ic h  he e x c l u s i v e l y  p ro m o ted  t h e  c o n ­
c e p t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  and  a s  s u c h  e x i s t s  a s  t h e  c l im a x  o f  h i s  
o r a t o r i c a l  e f f o r t s  a t  C h ap e l  H i l l ,  G r e e n s b o r o ,  Durham , R a l e i g h ,  and  
A t h e n s .  I n  t h i s  f o r c e f u l  and p r a c t i c a l  a d d r e s s ,  t h e  s p e a k e r  c l e a r l y  
e n u n c i a t e d  t h e  a r g u m e n t  o f  a l l  S o u t h e r n  e d u c a t o r s  and e d u c a t i o n a l  
s t a t e s m e n  t h a t  t h e  S o u th  w o u ld  r e a p  b o t h  ec o n o m ic  and  s o c i a l  b e n e f i t s
f ro m  t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  i t s  p e o p l e ,  m en, women, w h i t e  and b l a c k .
"A L ay m a n 's  N o t io n  o f  a  U n i v e r s i t y "
P ag e  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  c h i e f  a d d r e s s  "A L a y m a n 's  N o t io n  o f  a 
U n i v e r s i t y "  a t  t h e  F o u n d e r s '  Day c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S o u th  
C a r o l i n a  i n  C o lu m b ia  on J a n u a r y  12 ,  1911 . He s p o k e  t o  a n  a u d i e n c e  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  t r u s t e e s ,  a l u m n i ,  an d  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e  S o u th  C a r o l i n a  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  an d  many o f  th e  c i t y ' s  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c i t i z e n s .
^^E dw in  Mims t o  WHP, May 15 , 190 4 ,  P ag e  MSS.
^^WHP t o  Edwin Mims, May 15 , 190 4 ,  P ag e  MSS.
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The F o u n d e r s '  Day c e l e b r a t i o n  was  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  Dr .  Samuel
C h i l e s  M i t c h e l l ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .  "The
f i r s t  d a y  t o  b e  t h u s  c e l e b r a t e d  was J a n u a r y  14,  1 9 1 0 : "
. . . t h e  1 0 t h  o f  J a n u a r y  was  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  f i r s t  o p e n i n g  
o f  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  b u t  owing t o  t h e  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  
w h i c h  n e a r l y  a l w a y s  m e e t s  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  t e n t h ,  i t  was 
d e c i d e d  t o  h o l d  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  on t h e  T h u r s d a y  i m m e d i a t e l y  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .  The 
a l u m n i  h o l d  a  m e e t i n g  i n  L eC o n te  C o l l e g e  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ;  i n  
t h e  a f t e r n o o n  t h e r e  i s  a  g a t h e r i n g  a t  some p o i n t  on  t h e  
ca m p u s ,  u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  c h a p e l ,  and  h e a r  a  number  o f  
a d d r e s s e s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  w h i c h  a r e  s h o r t ;  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  
t h e  c h i e f  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  d a y  i s  made i n  t h e  h a l l  o f  t h e  
h o u s e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  The a d d r e s s e s  o f  e a c h  y e a r  have  
b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  F o u n d e r s '  Day B u l l e t i n s .
I n  p u b l i s h i n g  P a g e ' s  s p e e c h ,  t h e  B u l l e t i n  r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  t h e
" m a s t e r l y  a d d r e s s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  s e c u r e d  i n  f u l l  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n , "  and
p r e s e n t e d  o n l y  " a  p a r t i a l  v i e w "  c o p i e d  f r o m  The S t a t e , J a n u a r y  13,
1 9 1 1 . 7 1  No o t h e r  t e x t  o f  t h e  o r a t i o n  i s  known t o  e x i s t .
S e v e n  w eek s  e a r l i e r .  P ag e  h a d  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  c l o s i n g  a d d r e s s
"Th e C o u n t r y  S c h o o l  o f  Tomorrow" a t  t h e  F i f t h  E d u c a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e
i n  Richm ond ,  V i r g i n i a .  W h i l e  no c o m p l e t e  co p y  o f  t h a t  s p e e c h  r e m a i n s ,
p o r t i o n s  o f  i t  q u o t e d  by  t h e  Richmond T i m e s - D i s p a t c h ^ Z  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  t o
t h o s e  p r i n t e d  i n  The S t a t e . T h e r e f o r e ,  one c a n  a s sum e  t h a t  t h e  N o r t h
C a r o l i n i a n  d e l i v e r e d  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same s p e e c h  w i t h  t h e  n e c e s s a r y
a d a p t a t i o n s  t o  a u d i e n c e  and  o c c a s i o n  i n  Columbia  and t h a t  t h e  news
r e p o r t  o f  i t  was a c c u r a t e .
7®Edwin L u t h e r  G r e e n ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S o u t h  
C a r o l i n a  ( C o l u m b i a ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a :  The S t a t e  Company, 1 9 1 6 ) ,  p .  132.
7 ^ " F o u n d e r s '  D a y , "  B u l l e t i n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a , 
XXVI ( J u l y ,  1 9 1 1 ) ,  37.
7^T i m e s - D i s p a t c h  (R i c h m o n d ) ,  November 26, 1910.
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A c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  Page t h r o u g h  h i s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n
E d u c a t i o n  B o a r d ,  M i t c h e l l  i n v i t e d  t h e  New Y ork  p u b l i s h e r  t o  d e l i v e r
t h e  m a i n  a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  s ec o n d  a n n u a l  F o u n d e r s '  Day c e l e b r a t i o n :
T h u r s d a y  J a n u a r y  1 2 t h  n e x t  i s  o u r  F o u n d e r s '  Day.  I  
s i n c e r e l y  h o p e  n o t h i n g  w i l l  p r e v e n t  y o u  f r o m  m ak ing  
t h e  a d d r e s s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I t  i s  t h e  c h i e f  e v e n t  o f  
t h e  s e s s i o n ,  a s  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and  many o f  t h e  l e a d ­
i n g  men o f  t h e  S t a t e  a r e  p r e s e n t . ^3
P a g e ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  was  a p p a r e n t l y  c o n f i r m e d  i n
A u g u s t  when M i t c h e l l  w e n t  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  D o u b l e d a y ,  Page & Company i n
New York w h e re  t h e  members o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n  B oard  were
m e e t i n g .
I n  J a n u a r y  1 9 1 1 ,  Dr.  W a l t e r  H i n e s  P a g e  was r e c o g n i z e d  a s  one o f  
t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  S o u t h e r n e r s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  A s u c c e s s f u l  e d i t o r  and 
p u b l i s h e r ,  a  f r i e n d  o f  fo r m e r  P r e s i d e n t  T h e o d o r e  R o o s e v e l t  and o f  
P r e s i d e n t  Howard T a f t ,  a  spo kesman  on s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n ,  and a  n e i g h ­
b o r  f r om N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  who,  w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r s ,  was t a k i n g  a n  a c t i v e  
i n t e r e s t  i n  f a r m i n g  and  l a n d  s p e c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  n e a r b y  P i n e h u r s t  
r e g i o n ,  he  was  a  f a m i l i a r  and r e s p e c t e d  f i g u r e  t o  S o u t h  C a r o l i n i a n s .
"The w e a t h e r "  on T h u r s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  1 2 t h ,  "was  d e l i g h t f u l - - a  
c i r c u m s t a n c e  w h i c h  a d d e d  g r e a t l y  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  e x e r c i s e s  and 
t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  t h e  o c c a s i o n . "  I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
C h a p e l  P r o f e s s o r  W.K. T a t e  spoke on "The E n r i c h m e n t  o f  R u r a l  L i f e  i n  
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a "  an d  Dr.  Seaman A. Knapp f o l l o w e d  w i t h  a n  a d d r e s s  
e n t i t l e d  "The A p p l i c a t i o n  o f  S c i e n c e  t o  A g r i c u l t u r e  and I n d u s t r i e s . "  
The e v e n i n g  p r o g r a m  b e g a n  a t  8 : 0 0  " i n  t h e  H a l l  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  
t h e  c a p i t o l "  w i t h  G o v e r n o r  A n s e l  p r e s i d i n g .  " P r o f e s s o r  W.H. Hand, 
73sam ua l  C. M i t c h e l l  t o  WHP, J u l y  12 ,  1 9 1 0 ,  Page  MSS.
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S t a t e  I n s p e c t o r  o f  H ig h  S c h o o l s  and p r o f e s s o r  o f  S e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n  i n
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y , ” d e l i v e r e d  a  s p e e c h  on "The P u r p o s e  o f  t h e  F o u n d e r s . "  . .
The n e x t  s p e a k e r ,  and t h e  c h i e f  g u e s t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  was  P a g e ,
e d i t o r  o f  t h e  W o r l d ' s W o r k , New Y o rk ,  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s o n  o f  N o r t h
C a r o l i n a ,  who sp o k e  i m p r e s s i v e l y  o n  'A L ay m a n 's  N o t i o n  o f  a
U n i v e r s i t y . ' " 7 4
L i n e  o f  R e a s o n i n g
S i m i l a r  t o  t h e  Richmond a d d r e s s ,  i n  "A L a y m a n ' s  N o t i o n  o f  a
U n i v e r s i t y "  Page  c h o s e  t o  s p e a k  on  t h e  q u a l i t y  and d i r e c t i o n  o f
e d u c a t i o n ,  u r g i n g  i n  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e e c h :
We s h o u l d  d e v e l o p  a c t i v i t i e s - - d e v e l o p  t h e  c r e a t i v e ,  
t h e  d o i n g ,  f a c u l t i e s  and  a p t i t u d e s .
I n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  he  f o l l o w e d  a  p r o b l e m - s o l u t i o n  p l a n  o f  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  e x a m i n i n g  (1 )  t h e  n ee d  f o r  a  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n  and 
( 2 )  e n c o u r a g i n g  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  w o r k  t o  make l i f e  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  
o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .  The N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  b a s e d  h i s  r e a s o n i n g  on t h e  
p r e m i s e s  t h a t  S o u t h e r n e r s  w e r e  t h e  h e i r s  o f  a p r o u d  h e r i t a g e  and t h a t  
e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  had t h e  r i g h t  t o  a n  e d u c a t i o n  i n  w h i c h  h e  c o u l d  d i s ­
c o v e r  and d e v e l o p  h i s  own t a l e n t s .
T h u s ,  i n  h i s  a d d r e s s  P ag e  p r a i s e d  a  s y s t e m  o f  e d u c a t i o n  w h ich  
e m p h a s i z e d  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  i n t e r e s t s  and  a p t i t u d e s  a s  
o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u r r i c u l u m  o f  " t h e  o l d  m e t a p h y s i c a l  s y s t e m . "  
Fo rm s o f  S u p p o r t
Page  employed  c o m p a r i s o n s  and c o n t r a s t s ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  a p p e a l s  
t o  t h e  m o t i v e s  o f  s e l f - e s t e e m  and s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  and e x p r e s s i v e  
s t y l e  t o  a m p l i f y  h i s  r e a s o n i n g  i n  "A L ay m a n 's  N o t i o n  o f  a  U n i v e r s i t y . :  
7 4 " F o u n d e r s '  D a y , "  7 - 1 0 .
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U t i l i z i n g  t h e  d e v i c e  o f  c o m p a r i s o n  and  c o n t r a s t  t o  e m p h a s i z e  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  and m o d ern  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  e d u ­
c a t i o n ,  Pag e d e c l a r e d  t h e  " m e t a p h y s i c a l  s y s t e m ,  w h i c h  by m y s t e r i o u s  
ways  was s u p p o s e d  t o  ' t r a i n  t h e  m i n d , ' "  a f a i l u r e  b e c a u s e  i t  "was  b a s e d  
o n  a  m e t a p h y s i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  man an d  h i s  n a t u r e ,  and n o t  on t h e  
b i o l o g i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n . "  Th os e  who a c c e p t e d  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  
o f  man wou ld  s e e  h i m  a s  " a n  a n i m a l  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and c h a r a c t e r .
Body, mind and c h a r a c te r  are i n e x t r i c a b ly  bound to g e th e r  and dependent  
on the body." T h is  was not the f i r s t  time Page had ex p ressed  t h i s  
id e a .  In the T r i n i t y  address  (1903) he had looked forward to  the  
" u lt im a te  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  hand, o f  mind, and o f  body."
C om pari ng  t h e  A m e r i c a n  s y s t e m  o f  " s o - c a l l e d  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n , "  
w i t h  t h a t  o f  G erm any,  Pag e n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  Germans  w e re  f a r  more  
a d v a n c e d  i n  s k i l l e d  t r a i n i n g :
Of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we e x p e c t  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
a b o u t  90% o f  t h e  v a l u e  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  
m a t e r i a l  a nd  a b o u t  10% c o n s i s t s  o f  w o r k  done on i t .
Of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e  Germans  e x p o r t  a b o u t  10% o f  
t h e  v a l u e  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  r a w  m a t e r i a l  and 90% o f  
s k i l l e d  w o rk  d o n e  on i t .  Much,  o f  c o u r s e ,  o f  t h a t  
raw m a t e r i a l  i s  o u r  own, and he  h a s  h i s  c h a n c e  t o  
make u s e f u l  and b e a u t i f u l  t h i n g s  o f  o u r  m a t e r i a l  
b e c a u s e  we c a n  n o t  make th em ,  b e c a u s e ,  i n  a  w o rd ,  
we a r e  u n t r a i n e d .
O b s e r v i n g  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  h ad  s u f f e r e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  d e p e n d e n c e  
o n  s l a v e  economy,  l o s s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s t i g e ,  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  a t t r a c t  
and s u s t a i n  i n d u s t r y ,  and t h e  w a r .  Pag e a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  " t h e  S o u t h  
C a r o l i n a  o f  t o d a y  i s  a  b e t t e r  p l a c e  t h a t  i t  e v e r  was .  . . . P r o s p e r i t y  
i s  d i f f u s e d ,  t r a i n i n g  i s  w i t h i n  r e a c h  o f  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  num ber ,  f r e e d o m  
o f  o p i n i o n ,  v e r y  l i k e  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  s p a c i o u s  o l d  d a y s ,  i s  r e s t o r e d ,
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an d  t h e  l a n d  i s  b e t t e r  t i l l e d  and c o n s e r v e d  and t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  f u l l  o f  
h o p e . "
P a g e  em p lo y ed  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  t o  a m p l i f y  t h e  w e a k n e s s  o f  e d u c a ­
t i o n  w h i c h  r e f l e c t e d  a  p a r t i a l  v i e w  o f  l i f e  and w h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
c o u l d  e x p e c t  f r o m  m o d ern  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s .  S h a r i n g  t h e  s t o r y  o f  a 
p r o f e s s o r  he  h ad  known who had " s p e n t  h i s  l i f e  i n  o n e - s i d e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  
e n d e a v o r , "  P ag e  n o t e d :
To him e d u c a t i o n  m e a n t  w ork  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
g r o o v e .  He was  a s c h o l a r  o f  p h i l o s o p h y ,  s o - c a l l e d .  He 
w o rk e d  a t  t h e o r i e s  o f  m e n t a l  a c t i v i t y .  He w r o t e  l e a r n e d
t r e a t i s e s ,  w h i c h  o n l y  a  s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  s i m i l a r  men u s e d .
By t h e s e  he  made a  r e p u t a t i o n  among t h a t  l i t t l e  g r o u p  
t h a t  worked  on th e  mind a s  i f  i t  w e r e  s o m e t h i n g  q u i t e  
i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  s o u l .  He was  s u r e  t h a t  he was  m ak ing  
hea dw ay  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n .  B u t  t h e  w o r l d  knows n o t h i n g  o f  
w h a t  he  d i s c o v e r e d  o r  f o r m u l a t e d .
He c o n t i n u e d  t h a t  t h i s  man, a l t h o u g h  " b o r n  s t r o n g  . . . w i t h  a  good 
c o n s t i t u t i o n , "  d i e d  i n  h i s  e a r l y  f i f t i e s  b e c a u s e  he f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  
p r o p e r  c a r e  o f  h i m s e l f .  The s p e a k e r  c o n c l u d e d ,  " I f  h i s  v i e w  o f  l i f e  
an d  h i s  v i e w  o f  e d u c a t i o n  had i n c l u d e d  e v e n  t h e  s i m p l e s t  f a c t s  a b o u t
e a t i n g  and o f  t h e  c a r e  o f  h i s  own b o d y ,  he  w o u ld  h av e  b e e n  a l i v e  t o d a y .
And t o  b e  a  l i v e  man i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  t o  be  a  d e a d  p h i l o s o p h e r . "
D e s c r i b i n g  t h e  i m p a c t  on h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u ld  r e s u l t  
f r o m  a  m o d e r n  a p p r o a c h  t o  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  p r i m a r y  and s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l .  
P a g e  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  o n l y  " t h e  p i c k e d  b o y s  and g i r l s "  w o u l d  a t t e n d  
c o l l e g e .  T h e i r  a d m i s s i o n  wou ld  r e p r e s e n t  " a  g r e a t  d i s t i n c t i o n  . . .  a  
p h y s i c a l  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  an  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  and a  m o r a l  d i s t i n c ­
t i o n . "  W h i l e  a t  c o l l e g e  " t h e  f i r s t  t a s k  w i l l  be  t o  f i x  on them s t i l l  
more  d e f i n i t e l y  a l l  t h e  good h a b i t s  o f  l i f e  : "  p r o p e r  d i e t s ,  p e r s o n a l  
h y g i e n e ,  e x e r c i s e ,  and "goo d h a b i t s  o f  m i n d - - i n t e l l e c t u a l  work and t h e
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t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  j u d g m e n t ;  and r e g u l a r  p r a c t i c e  i n  d i s c o v e r y  and a t  some
a r t - - f i n d i n g  o u t  new t h i n g s  i n  a n  o r d e r l y  way ( r e s e a r c h )  and m ak ing
s o m e t h i n g  i n  a n  o r d e r l y  w a y . "  E x p a n d i n g  u p o n  t h i s ,  he  r e a s o n e d :
I  c o n c e i v e  t h a t  a  boy who w i s h e d  t h o r o u g h l y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  
S h a k e s p e a r e  w o u ld  be  m o s t  l i k e l y  t o  do s c  by t a k i n g  t h e  
s u b j e c t  o f  a  p l a y - - s a y  " J u l i u s  C a e s a r "  o r  " 'M acb e th " - - an d  
t r y  t o  make a  p l a y  h i m s e l f .  I f  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  g o i n g  t o  
b e  h i s  b u s i n e s s  he  m i g h t  b e g i n  w o r k  i n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  t o  r e a d  i t - - j u s t  a s ,  i f  l aw  o r  e n g i n e e r i n g  o r  
c h e m i s t r y  i s  g o i n g  t o  be  h i s  b u s i n e s s ,  he  d o e s  now b e g i n  
t h e  s c h o o l  t o  w o rk  i n  law and  e n g i n e e r i n g  and c h e m i s t r y .
He m u s t  l e a r n ,  i n  a  w o rd ,  by  d o i n g .
The e d i t o r  o f  W o r I d ' s Work was c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  modern e d u c a t i o n
c o u l d  b u i l d  a  b e t t e r  r o u n d e d  p e r s o n  by  t e a c h i n g  b o t h  a r t s  and s k i l l s
t h r o u g h  a c t u a l  p r a c t i c e .  Page u t i l i z e d  a p p e a l s  t o  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n
a n d  s e l f - e s t e e m  t o  e n h a n c e  h i s  r e a s o n i n g  i n  t h e  F o u n d e r s '  Day o r a t i o n .
The N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  r e l i e d  u pon  a n  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  nee d  f o r
s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t  t o  a c c e n t u a t e  i d e a s  d e v e l o p e d  f r o m  t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  a
man s h o u l d  have  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s c o v e r  and d e v e l o p  h i s  own t a l e n t s .
As s u c h ,  he  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  somewhere " i n  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  a  boy  wo uld  f i n d
w h a t  he  was b o r n  t o  d o : "
. . , - - a  t r a d e - - a  c r a f t ,  a n  a r t ,  no m a t t e r  w h a t .  He 
w ou ld  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  he  l o v e s  t h e  e a r t h  and w i s h e s  t o
make t h i n g s  g r o w - - t h a t  he l o v e s  m u s i c ,  t h a t  he  i s  a
b o r n  b u i l d e r ,  o r  a  s c u l p t o r .  No m a t t e r  w h a t  he 
d i s c o v e r s  i f  he d i s c o v e r  h i m s e l f ,  and t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  
i s  t h e  t h i n g  t o  e n a b l e  h im t o  f i n d  h i m s e l f  and t o  
s t a r t  i n  t h e  way h i s  a p t i t u d e s  p r o m p t  h im.
The New York  j o u r n a l i s t  a p p e a l e d  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e ' s  s t a t e  p r i d e  
and  t h e i r  s e n s e  o f  a l t r u i s m  a s  a  means  o f  e n c o u r a g i n g  them t o  d e v e l o p  a 
m o d ern  s y s t e m  o f  p u b l i c  i n s t r u c t i o n .  He p r a i s e d  t h e  " v e r y  h i g h  l e v e l  
o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i n  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y "
when " t h e  g r e a t  men o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  e r a  y e t  l i n g e r e d  o r  w e re  j u s t
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p a s s i n g  away and  t h e  h i g h  i m p u l s e  o f  t h a t  n o b l e  s t r u g g l e  was  y e t  
a c t i v e "  a s  a  s t a n d a r d  f o r  p r e s e n t - d a y  c i t i z e n s  t o  e m u l a t e .  S p e a k i n g  o f  
t h e  s t a t e ’ s s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  " t h e  e n e r v a t i n g  e f f e c t s  o f  s l a v e r y , "  t h e  
l o s s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r ,  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  d e v e l o p  m o d e r n  i n d u s t r y ,  and 
" t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  o l d  S o u t h  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  
o r g a n i z a t i o n , "  a l l  o f  w h i c h  wo rk ed  t o g e t h e r  t o  " t u r n  t h e  l a n d  i n t o  a 
b a t t l e f i e l d "  and  " s e t  c i v i l i z a t i o n  b a c k , "  he  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  " t h e  S o u th  
C a r o l i n a  o f  y o u r  y o u t h  and mine was  n o t  a s  good a  l a n d  t o  l i v e  i n  a s  
t h e  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  o f  a  h a l f  c e n t u r y  b e f o r e . "  He c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  
s t a t e ,  w i t h  i t s  " p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  . . . y e t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  
d e v e l o p i n g , "  h a d  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a d a p t  a  new a p p r o a c h  t o  r i g h t  
t r a i n i n g  f o r  " t h e  m a s s e s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  c h i l d r e n  and  a d u l t s . "
A c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h a t  t h o s e  who " t e a c h "  o r  " d i r e c t  t h i s  g r e a t  
a w a k e n i n g "  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  w ould  " s o m e t i m e s  e n c o u n t e r  
p e r s o n a l  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t , "  Page o f f e r e d  t h e  c o m f o r t  t h a t  "m o s t  men d o - -  
e v e n  t h e  m o s t  r e s o l u t e "  f e e l  t h e  same f r u s t r a t i o n  f o r  " t h e  w o r l d  i s  
f u l l  o f  f o o l s  who a r e  o b s t r u c t i v e . "  Howeve r ,  h e  a s s u r e d  them t h a t  i f  
t h e y  e v e r  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  d i s c o u r a g e d  t h a t  " l o o k e d  a t  f r o m  t h e  
o u t s i d e - - b y  w h i c h  i t  may b e ,  t h e  b e s t  m e a s u r e  o f  i t  i s  g o t - - y o u r  w ork  
seems among t h e  v e r y  n o b l e s t  d o n e  anyw here  i n  t h e  w o r l d . "
Page  w a s  f i f t y - s i x  when he  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  F o u n d e r s '  Day o r a t i o n .  
I n  t h e s e  y e a r s  t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  p a u s e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t o  r e f l e c t  on  
h i s  l i f e .  I n  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  Edwin Mims'  r e q u e s t  f o r  a d v i c e  r e g a r d i n g  a n  
o f f e r  t o  l e a v e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  c h a i r m a n ­
s h i p  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  D e p a r t m e n t  a t  V a n d e r b i l t ,  P a g e  r e p l i e d ,  " I  c a n  t e l l  
y ou  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  w i l l  and o u g h t  t o  g u i d e  you  i n  m a k in g  a
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
198
d e c i s i o n .  I t  i s  t h i s ; "
. . . y ou  w i l l  go o r  y o u  w i l l  s t a y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
c h a n c e  t o  be  o f  g r e a t e r  s e r v i c e  a t  one p l a c e  t h a n  a t  
t h e  o t h e r .  A f t e r  a  man p a s s e s  5 0 ,  n o t h i n g  e l s e  
c o u n t s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  w i n n i n g  c a r d - - t h e  g r e a t e r  s e r v i c e . ^5
I n  h i s  p r i v a t e  n o t e s  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  "The A d v e n t u r e s  o f  a  Modern
F a u s t "  he  r e c o r d e d  , " L e t  h im d e l i b e r a t e l y  t r y  e v e r y  r o a d  t o  h a p p i n e s s
and  f i n a l l y  h i t  on t h e  g o e t h e a n  c o n c l u s i o n - - t o  h e l p  o t h e r s !  T h u s ,
h e  a p p e a l e d  t o  h i s  C o lum bia  a u d i e n c e ' s  s e n s e  o f  a l t r u i s m  a d v i s i n g :
When a  man r e a c h e s  m i d d l e  l i f e  and t r i e s  t o  make t r u e  
j u d g m e n t s  o f  v a l u e s  and no l o n g e r  a c c e p t s  c o n v e n t i o n a l  
v a l u e s - - t h e n  n o t h i n g  c o u n t s  s o  much a s  t h e  so lem n  
g r a t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  comes o f  h a v i n g  u n s e l f i s h l y  s e r v e d  
o n e ' s  f e l l o w s ;  and t h a t  h i g h  and  l a s t i n g  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
a w a i t s  you  i n  v e r y  l a r g e  m e a s u r e ,  a n d ,  I  am s u r e ,  t h e r e  
a w a i t s  you  a l s o  t h e  g r a t e f u l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  y o u r  c o u n t r y  
men and  o f  t h o s e  who w i l l  come a f t e r  y o u .
T h i s  p a s s a g e  was r e p r i n t e d  w ord  f o r  w ord  i n  t h e  T i m e s - D i s p a t c h  r e p o r t  
o f  "The C o u n t r y  S c h o o l  o f  T o m o r ro w ."
I n  "A L a y m a n ' s  N o t i o n  o f  a  U n i v e r s i t y , "  P a g e ' s  s t y l e  was 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by h i s  c o n c e r n  f o r  s i m p l i c i t y  and c l a r i t y .  He d i s p l a y e d  
p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n  f o r  a c h i e v i n g  a n  o r a l  q u a l i t y  and em ployed  r e p e t i ­
t i o n  and r e s t a t e m e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  e f f e c t i v e  p h r a s i n g  t o  a m p l i f y  n i s  
m e a n i n g .
I n d i c a t i v e  o f  h i s  c o n c e r n  f o r  o r a l  s t y l e ,  Page  made f r e q u e n t  
u s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  p r o n o u n s  and e x p r e s s i o n s  d e s i g n e d  t o  h e l p  h i s  a u d i e n c e  
t h i n k  a l o n g  w i t h  h im.  The p u n c t u a t i o n  o f  h i s  s p e e c h  f u r t h e r  s u g g e s t s  
h i s  c o n c e r n  f o r  o r a l  s t y l e .  T h u s ,  he  u s e d  p e r s o n a l  p r o n o u n s  i n  p h r a s e s  
l i k e  " I  knew a  m a n , " " t h i s  seems  p l a i n  t o  m e , "  "you who t e a c h , "
^^WHP t o  Edwin Mims, December  2 9 ,  1910,  Page  MSS.
76page  N o t e b o o k ,  Page  MSS.
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"we s h o u l d  d e v e l o p  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s , "  and " L e t  u s  d e v e l o p  o u r  o l d  
s y s t e m . "  I n t e r s p e r s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  r e m a r k s  w e r e  e x p r e s s i o n s  s u c h  a s  
" I  mean t o  s a y , ” " I  do n o t  mean t o  s a y , "  "Now t h e  p o i n t  i s , "  " t h a t  i s  
t o  s a y , "  " b u t ,  i f  you p l e a s e , "  and " a s  I  was  a b o u t  t o  s a y . "
I n  t h i s  a d d r e s s  Page a l s o  u s e d  r e p e t i t i o n  an d  r e s t a t e m e n t  t o  
m a g n i f y  t h e  l i m i t e d  s co p e  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  e d u c a t i o n .
He a s s e r t e d :
. . .  we a r e  n o t  t r a i n e d .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w h a t  c a n  you 
do y o u r s e l f - - w h a t  h a v e  you t r a i n e d  y o u r s e l f  t o  do so 
w e l l  t h a t  you a r e  a n  e x p e r t  a t  i t - - t h a t  you g e t  j o y  
f r o m  i t ,  t h a t  you have p r e - e m i n e n c e  i n  i t ?  How h a v e  
you a d d e d  b e a u t y  o r  c u l t u r e  o r  g r a c e  o r  r e a l  v a l u e  t o  
y o u r  c o m m u n i ty - - m o re  t h a n  t h e  o r d i n a r y ?
D id  you e v e r  make a  b e a u t i f u l  p i e c e  o f  f u r n i t u r e  
w i t h  y o u r  own h a n d s ,  o r  c a n  you p l a y  a  g r e a t  p i e c e  o f  
m u s i c ?  Can you p u t  t h e  p l u m b i n g  i n  o r d e r  i n  y o u r
h o u s e ?  Can you w r i t e  a  s o n n e t ?  Can you r e a d  Homer o r
V i r g i l  o r  D a n te  o r  G o e th e  a t  s i g h t ?  Did you e v e r  p l a n t  
a  t r e e  t o  make an y  sun ny  p l a c e  more  s h a d y ?  I s  t h e r e  a n  
a c r e  o f  g ro u n d  t h a t  i s  more  r i c h  o r  f e r t i l e  b e c a u s e  o f  
y o u r  w o r k - - o r  a s c e n e  more  b e a u t i f u l  b e c a u s e  o f  a n y t h i n g  
t h a t  y o u  h av e  d one?
The se c o n d  p a r a g r a p h  o f  t h i s  q u o t a t i o n  was  p r i n t e d  word f o r  word  i n  t h e
n e w s p a p e r  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  s p e e c h  a t  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  i n
V i r g i n i a .
M ak ing  u s e  o f  e x p r e s s i v e  w o r d s  and  p h r a s e s .  Page r e f e r r e d  t o  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  e d u c a t i o n  a s  " a  w a s t e  o f  t i m e , "  " u s e l e s s , "  
an d  " r u b b i s h "  f o r  i t s  i n s i s t e n c e  on t e a c h i n g  e a c h  p u p i l  " t h e  f o o l i s h  
o l d  a r i t h m e t i c ,  t h e  s c r a p p y  r e a d e r ,  t h e  c r i m i n a l  grammar and  t h e  s t a r t
s t r a i g h t  t o w a r d  L a t i n ,  e v e n  i f  a  boy  was  i n  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  p low and
should n e v e r  r e a d  a  l i n e  o f  C a e s a r  i n  h i s  l i f e . "  T h e r e f o r e ,  he  c a l l e d  
f o r  a  " r e v o l u t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n . "  L o o k i n g  t o  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e  o r a t o r  
s p o k e  o f  t h e  " r i s i n g  t i d e "  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  w h i c h  l a y  b e f o r e  t h e  p e o p l e
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a n d  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  " f o o l s "  who o p p o s e d  " t h i s  g r e a t  a w a k e n i n g . "  
A s s e s s m e n t
Pag e e x p l o r e d  a  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t  o f  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n  i n
"A L a y m a n 's  N o t i o n  o f  a  U n i v e r s i t y . "  F o c u s i n g  on t h e  q u a l i t y  and
d i r e c t i o n  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e
c o n c e p t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  t r a i n i n g ,  he  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  need  f o r  " a  c o m p l e t e
r e v o l u t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n . "  Two r e a s o n s  may a c c o u n t  f o r  h i s  e x p r e s s i o n
o f  t h i s  i n t e r e s t .  F i r s t ,  a s  an  a c t i v e  member o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n
B o a r d  and a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  f r e q u e n t  j o u r n e y s  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  t h e  N o r t h
C a r o l i n i a n  was  a w a re  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .
B e t w e e n  1903 and 1909 t h e  e l e v e n  o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  had r a i s e d  o v e r
$ 5 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  and " e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n
s e a b o a r d  i n c r e a s e d  80% i n  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  1900 t o  1 9 1 2 . " 7 7  i n  t h e  m i d s t
o f  h i s  1907 t o u r  o f  t h e  S o u t h  h e  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  g r o w i n g  o p t i m i s m  a t  w h a t
h e  fo u n d  t o  h i s  w i f e :
T h e r e  i s  no  l o n g e r  any  S o u t h e r n  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e  o l d  s o r t .  
P r o b l e m s  t h e r e  a r e ,  and e n o u g h  o f  them .  B u t  t h e  d i s ­
c o u r a g i n g  o l d  S o u t h e r n  d e p r e s s i o n  and a l o o f n e s s  a r e  g o n e .
I t  i s  a  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e  an d  I  am a s t o n i s h e d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  
t h e  v e r y  programme ( s i c )  t h a t  I  l a i d  down i n  t h e  C h r o n i c l e  
i n  R a l e i g h  t w e n t y  y e a r s  a g o  i s  t h e  programme t h a t  h a s  
b r o u g h t  t h i s  c h a n g e  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  b u t  i n  t h e  
v e r y  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  p e o p l e . 78
An a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  t r i p  p u b l i s h e d  i n  World* s Work r e p o r t e d  g r o w i n g  
t o w n s ,  b e t t e r  r o a d s ,  b e t t e r  l i v e  s t o c k ,  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r e s t  and e x p e n d i ­
t u r e s  f o r  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  and a n  o v e r a l l  t o n e  much t h e  same a s  i n  
o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y . 79
7 7 H a r l a n ,  p p .  24 8 -9
7%HP t o  A l i c e  P a g e ,  F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1 9 0 7 ,  Page  MSS.
7 9 w a l t e r  H i n e s  P a g e ,  " J o u r n e y  T h r o u g h  t h e  S o u t h e r n  S t a t e s , "  
W o r l d ' s  Work,  XIV ( J u l y ,  1 9 0 4 ) ,  9 0 0 3 - 3 8 .
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S e c o n d ,  Pag e was  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  b e a r i n g  o f  e d u c a t i o n  on t h e  
q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e .  I n  1904 i n  a s p e e c h  e n t i t l e d  "The C u l t i v a t e d  Man i n  
a n  I n d u s t r i a l  E r a "  p r e s e n t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  XXth C e n t u r y  C lub i n  C h i c a g o  
and  a s  a  P h i  B e t a  Kappa a d d r e s s  a t  C o lu m b ia  U n i v e r s i t y ,  he c o n t e n d e d  
t h a t  p r o s p e r i t y  c o u l d  b r i n g  a b o u t  g r e a t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  b r o a d e n  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  e d u c a t e d  m e n . 80 As a  p u b l i s h e r  he  had a l s o  t r i e d  
t o  co m bine  " c u l t u r e  and p r o f i t  t h r o u g h  a  boo k s e r i e s . "  I n  A p r i l ,  1911,  
he  u r g e d  C. A l p h o n s o  S m i t h  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  t o  w r i t e  
" a  boo k  e x p l a i n i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  i n  s i m p l e ,  a p p e a l i n g  
t e r m s  . . . The s u g g e s t i o n  l e d  S m i t h  t o  w r i t e  What  Can L i t e r a t u r e  Do 
f o r  Me ? , w h i c h  D o u b l e d a y ,  Page  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1912.
By t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  19 1 0 ,  Pag e was  a p p a r e n t l y  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  
t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  e d u c a t o r s  and  s c h o o l - a g i t a t o r s  a c r o s s  t h e  S o u t h  t o  p opu­
l a r i z e  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  l o c a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  p u b l i c  i n s t r u c t i o n .  I n  
November o f  t h a t  y e a r  i n  h i s  s p e e c h  "The C o u n t r y  S c h o o l  o f  Tomorrow" 
he  o u t l i n e d  h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  r u r a l  s c h o o l  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  i n  t e r m s  o f  
" i t s  n e e d s ,  i t s  d u t i e s ,  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and i t s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s . "
As s u c h ,  he  c o n t e n d e d  t h e  s c h o o l  w o u ld  " p r o t e c t  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  
p u p i l  and  t e a c h  him t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  h i m s e l f  p h y s i c a l l y .  Then i t  
( w o u ld )  t r y  h i m  on t h e  v a r i o u s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a  c a r e e r ,  t o  f i n d  
w h e r e  h i s  c a p a b i l i t i e s  and a d a p t a t i o n s  l i e ,  and  (w o u ld )  f i t  h im f o r  t h e  
l i f e  h e  wou ld  l e a d . "82
^ ^ W a l t e r  H i n e s  P a g e ,  "The C u l t i v a t e d  Man i n  a n  I n d u s t r i a l  
E r a , "  W o r l d ' s  Work, X ( J u l y ,  1 9 0 4 ) ,  4 9 8 0 - 8 5 .
81-Cooper, pp. 2 6 1-6 2 .
B^T i m e s - P i s p a t c h  ( R i c h m o n d ) ,  November 26 ,  1910.
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T h u s ,  "A L a y m a n ' s  N o t i o n  o f  a  U n i v e r s i t y "  r e p r e s e n t s  a  s h i f t  i n  
f o c u s  i n  P a g e ' s  s p e a k i n g  on  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n .  W o r k in g  f r om t h e  
p r e m i s e s  t h a t  S o u t h e r n e r s  w e r e  t h e  h e i r s  o f  a  p ro u d  h e r i t a g e  and t h a t  
a l l  men h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  d i s c o v e r  and d e v e l o p  t h e i r  t a l e n t s ,  he  v o i c e d  
h i s  c o n c e r n  on a n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  and d i r e c t i o n  o f  
e d u c a t i o n .  An a d v o c a t e  o f  m e e t i n g  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  t o t a l  man,  m in d ,  
b o d y  and s p i r i t ,  he  r e a s o n e d  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  h e l p  e a c h  
s t u d e n t  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  h i s  own h e a l t h  and d i s c o v e r  and d e v e l o p  h i s  
own i n t e r e s t s ,  w i t h  t h e  end r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  s h o u l d  h a v e  l e a r n e d  
t o  do  s o m e t h i n g  w e l l .
As h e  h ad  d o n e  i n  e a c h  p r e v i o u s  s p e e c h  on s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n .  
P a g e  e m p lo y ed  a p p e a l s  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e ' s  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  need f o r  s e l f -  
f u l f i l l m e n t  and t h e i r  p r i d e .  And once  a g a i n ,  t h e  c o m p a r i s o n s  and 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s  he  u s e d  t o  a m p l i f y  h i s  r e a s o n i n g  r e f l e c t e d  h i s  own 
p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  H i s  c o n c e r n  f o r  a  s i m p l e ,  c l e a r  o r a l  s t y l e  
f u r t h e r  added t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  h i s  m e s s a g e .
I n  com m en t ing  on t h e  s p e e c h ,  The S t a t e  (C o l u m b ia )  c o n c l u d e d  
"A L a y m a n ' s  N o t i o n  o f  a  U n i v e r s i t y "  was  " e x c e l l e n t l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  and 
d e l i v e r e d . "83 However ,  P a g e ' s  m e s s ag e  was a h e a d  o f  i t s  t i m e ,  and t h e  
a d d r e s s  d rew  l i t t l e  n o t i c e .  A l t h o u g h  e n j o y i n g  more  p r o s p e r o u s  t i m e s ,  
t h e  S o u t h  was  n o t  y e t  a b l e  t o  i n v e s t  i n  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s  t h e  l i k e  o f  
w h i c h  Pag e had p r o p o s e d .
83*The S t a t e  ( C o l u m b i a ) , J a n u a r y  1 3 ,  1911.
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Summary
From 1899 t o  1911 Page  was  a f f o r d e d  s e v e r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S o u t h  t o  s p e a k  on e d u c a t i o n .  Ho we ver ,  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
r e a s o n s  he  c o u l d  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  o n l y  a  l i m i t e d  number o f  t h e s e  
i n v i t a t i o n s .  O n ly  two c o m p l e t e  m a n u s c r i p t s ,  "The S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  
Town" and "The U n f u l f i l l e d  A m b i t i o n  o f  t h e  S o u t h , "  and t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
a  t h i r d ,  "A L a y m a n ' s  N o t i o n  o f  a  U n i v e r s i t y , "  e x i s t  a s  r e c o r d s  o f  h i s  
o r a t o r i c a l  a c t i v i t y  a s  a sp o k esm an  f o r  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .
M em b er sh ip  on t h e  S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t i o n  Board  p e r m i t t e d  Page  t o  
t a k e  p a r t  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  
S o u t h .  As a  n a t i v e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  and  a  s u c c e s s f u l  New Y ork  j o u r ­
n a l i s t  and p u b l i s h e r ,  he  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  a n  e m i s s a r y  b e t w e e n  n o r t h e r n  and 
s o u t h e r n  l e a d e r s  i n  t h i s  e f f o r t .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
E d u c a t i o n  B o a rd  g e n e r a t e d  i n t e r e s t ,  f u n d s  and g u i d a n c e  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  
i n  a  r a p i d  g r o w t h  o f  s o u t h e r n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s ,  i n c r e a s e d  num bers  
o f  q u a l i f i e d  t e a c h e r s ,  and more  and b e t t e r  e q u i p m e n t  and b u i l d i n g s .
P a g e ' s  s p e e c h e s  i n  A t h e n s ,  G e o r g i a  i n  1901 and B i rm in g h a m ,  
Alabama i n  1904 w e re  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  a  g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  o f  p r a i s e  t h a n  
b l a m e .  I n  b o t h  a d d r e s s e s  h i s  r e a s o n i n g  d e v e l o p e d  f r o m  t h e  r e c i p r o c a l  
p r e m i s e s  t h a t  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  a  d em o cr acy  and  t h a t  a  
s o c i e t y  c o m m i t t e d  t o  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  e n j o y s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e c o n o m ic  
p r o g r e s s .  To e n h a n c e  h i s  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  r e a s o n i n g  f r o m  t h e s e  
p r e m i s e s  he  u t i l i z e d  a p p e a l s  t o  s t a t e  an d  n a t i o n a l  p r i d e .  T hes e  
p a t r i o t i c  a p p e a l s ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  h e  employed  i n  h i s  s p e e c h e s  i n  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  i n  1903,  r e f l e c t e d  h i s  own f e e l i n g s  o f  n a t i o n a l i s m  and
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f u r t h e r  s e r v e d  a s  a  means  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  d e m o c r a c y .  I n  
"The  U n f u l f i l l e d  A m b i t i o n  o f  t h e  S o u t h ” he  a l s o  em p lo y ed  a  f e a r  
a p p e a l ,  w a r n i n g  t h a t  f r e e d o m  o f  o p i n i o n  and s p e e c h  s u f f e r s  when an 
u n e d u c a t e d  p e o p l e  c o n t r o l  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .
By 1911 P ag e  a p p e a r e d  c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e  g r o w t h  and p o t e n t i a l  
o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  S o u t h .  I n  "A L a y m a n ' s  N o t i o n  o f  a 
U n i v e r s i t y ” he  s p o k e  a b o u t  t h e  q u a l i t y  and d i r e c t i o n  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  
r a t h e r  t h a n  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  
A l t h o u g h  he  s t i l l  r e a s o n e d  f r o m  t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  a l l  men a r e  e n t i t l e d  
t o  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s c o v e r  and d e v e l o p  t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s  and 
u t i l i z e d  a p p e a l s  t o  p r i d e  and s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t ,  t h e  s p e e c h  l a c k s  t h e  
d r a m a t i c  q u a l i t y  o f  h i s  p r i o r  s p e e c h e s  on e d u c a t i o n .  The s e n s e  o f  
im m e d ia c y  and  u r g e n c y  i s  go n e .
As h e  h ad  d o n e  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  Page  made u s e  o f  v a r i o u s  
e x a m p l e s ,  c o m p a r i s o n s  and  c o n t r a s t s ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  and t e s t i m o n y  a s  
a m p l i f i c a t o r y  d e v i c e s  i n  h i s  s p e e c h e s  a c r o s s  t h e  S o u t h .  T h ese  d e v i c e s  
w e r e  p r o b a b l y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h a t  t h e y  e v o l v e d  f r o m  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  own 
e x p e r i e n c e s  and o b s e r v a t i o n s .
P a g e ' s  c h o i c e  o f  l a n g u a g e  ad d ed  t o  t h e  c l a r i t y  and a t t r a c t i v e ­
n e s s  o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s .  I n  t h e  t h r e e  o r a t i o n s  s t u d i e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  
h e  em ployed  a  s t y l e  w h i c h  was  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by s i m p l i c i t y  and c l a r i t y .  
A v o i d i n g  g r a n d i o s e  o r  f l o r i d  l a n g u a g e ,  h e  u s e d  common w o rd s  t o  g i v e  a 
m o re  e x a c t  m e a n i n g  t o  h i s  i d e a s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  he  c l a i m e d  t h a t  
" a  j a c k - l e g  l a w y e r  c a n ' t  co m pe l  any g r e a t  r e s p e c t  f r om  a  r e a l l y  s c i e n ­
t i f i c  h o r s e s h o e r ” a n d ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  S o u t h ' s  l a c k  o f  i n f l u e n c e  i n  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  he u s e d  a l m o s t  b i b l i c a l  l a n g u a g e  t o  s a y
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"we a r e  y e t  s t r a n g e r s  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  o u r  f a t h e r s . "
I n d i c a t i v e  o f  h i s  c o n c e r n  f o r  o r a l  s t y l e ,  he  em p lo y ed  n um ero us  
p e r s o n a l  p r o n o u n s ,  r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  and d i r e c t e d  many comments  t o  
t h e  a u d i e n c e  s u c h  a s  " E d u c a t i o n ,  l a d i e s  and  g e n t l e m e n ,  . . . "  and 
" i f  t h e  o t h e r  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e  w i l l  p a r d o n  me,  I  
s h a l l  s p e a k  d i r e c t l y  t o  them ( S o u t h e r n e r s )  and them o n l y . "
I n  a d d i t i o n .  Page  d i s p l a y e d  h i s  t a l e n t  a s  a  p h r a s e - m a k e r  i n  
t h e s e  t h r e e  s p e e c h e s .  The t i t l e s  "The S c h o o l  T h a t  B u i l t  a  T ow n ,"
"The U n f u l f i l l e d  A m b i t i o n  o f  t h e  S o u t h , "  an d  "A L ay m a n 's  N o t i o n  o f  a 
U n i v e r s i t y "  a r e  a l l  s u g g e s t i v e  and  e a s i l y  remembered p h r a s e s .  I n  t h e s e  
s p e e c h e s  he  p r a i s e d  e d u c a t i o n  and " t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  men" a s :
" a  u n i v e r s a l  d u t y "  and " n e c e s s i t y , "  " t h e  s e c r e t  o f  human p r o g r e s s , "  
" u n s e l f i s h , "  a n  ec o n o m ic  and m o r a l  f a c t ,  " p a t r i o t i c  a c t i o n , "  t h e  k e y  
t o  p r o f i t a b l e  i n d u s t r y ,  " u s e f u l  w o r k , "  " t h e  w i d e - s w i n g i n g  d o o r s  o f  
o p p o r t u n i t y , "  and " a  g o l d e n  a g e . "  He l a u d e d  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  a s  c o n s i s ­
t e n t  w i t h :  " t h e  v o i c e  o f  G o d , "  " t h e  h i g h  v i r t u e  o f  ou r  i n v i n c i b l e  
d e m o c r a c y , "  t h e  b e s t  o f  human v i r t u e s ,  an d t h e  S o u t h e r n e r ' s  l o v e  o f  
t h e  l a n d .  By c o n t r a s t ,  he s p o k e  i n  c r i t i c a l  t e rm s  o f ;  " s m a l l  men" 
g u i d e d  by  " p e r s o n a l  a m b i t i o n s , "  " f r a y e d  o u t  k n i g h t ( s ) "  w i t h  " f a d e d  
p l u m e ( s ) , "  men who w e r e  " d e a d - w e i g h t ( s )  on  G e o r g i a , "  t h o s e  who " d a l l i e d  
w i t h ,  p l a y e d  w i t h ,  t o l e r a t e d ,  i m p e r f e c t l y  d o n e "  e d u c a t i o n ,  an d  t h o s e  
who w e re  n o t  d e m o c r a t s  and had no u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  J e f f e r s o n .  He a l s o  
r e f e r r e d  i n  n e g a t i v e  t e r m s  t o  e d u c a t i o n  a s :  a  " p r i v i l e g e , "  d e s i g n e d
f o r  a  " s p e c i a l  c l a s s "  w h i c h  "sow ed  s e e d s  o f  s n o b b e r y  and d i s c o n t e n t , "  
" t y r a n n y  o f  t h o u g h t , "  and t h e  " o r g a n i z e d  h o w l"  t h a t  l i f t s  " d em ag o g u es  
t o  p o w e r , "  an d t h o s e  who l o o k e d  b a c k  t o  a n  age  " t h a t  n e v e r  w a s . "  The
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N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  was  a l s o  c r i t i c a l  o f  " o l d  m e t a p h y s i c a l "  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  
e d u c a t i o n  w h i c h  he  c o n s i d e r e d  " u s e l e s s , "  " a  w a s t e  o f  t i m e , "  " r u b b i s h , "  
an d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  " p r e s e n t  u n r e s t  i n  t h e  w h o l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
w o r l d . "
S i m i l a r  t o  t h e  s p e e c h e s  he  d e l i v e r e d  i n  h i s  home s t a t e .  Page 
a v o i d e d  t h e  u s e  o f  a n y  a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  a n t e - b e l l u m  p e r i o d  to  augment  
h i s  i d e a s .  So t o o ,  h e  e sc h ew ed  a t t a c k s  on s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l s  and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  ag e  " t h a t  n e v e r  w a s . "  I n  p r a i s i n g  
t h e  h e r i t a g e  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  he  r e f e r r e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  
o f  W a s h i n g t o n ,  J e f f e r s o n  and M a r s h a l l  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  1860 and L e e ,  
J a c k s o n  and D a v i s .  H i s  s p e e c h e s  i n  t h e  d e e p  S o u t h ,  a s  i n  t h e  Old 
N o r t h  S t a t e ,  e x a m p l i f i e d  h i s  acco m m o d a t io n  t o  t h e  m y th s  o f  t h e  Old 
S o u t h  a s  w e l l  a s  S o u t h e r n  o p i n i o n  and t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  n e g r o e s .
Page  e x e r c i s e d  c a r e  n o t  t o  o f f e n d  h i s  s o u t h e r n  a u d i e n c e s .  I n  
A t h e n s  he c o n s t r u c t e d  h i s  s p e e c h  a r o u n d  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p r o b l e m s  and p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  h y p o t h e t i c a l  town o f  Nor thwood t o  a l l o w  
h i s  l i s t e n e r s  t o  make t h e i r  own c o n c l u s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  p u b l i c  
i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e i r  own c i t i e s  and i n  G e o r g i a ,  A t  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  
E d u c a t i o n  h e l d  i n  B i r m in g h a m ,  h e  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  h i s  t a r g e t  a u d i e n c e  a s  
n o t  j u s t  a  n a t i v e  b u t  a s  a s o u t h e r n  g e n t l e m a n  "who i s  f r a n k  and f e a r ­
l e s s "  and u n a f r a i d  o f  " a n y  t r u t h "  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h i s  r i g h t  t o  s p e a k  
b o l d l y  on t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  S o u th .
S t u d y  o f  P a g e ' s  s p e e c h e s  i n  t h e  S o u t h  on e d u c a t i o n  up t o  1904 
r e v e a l s  a  s i m i l a r i t y  t o  h i s  a d d r e s s e s  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  W h i l e  t h e  
s p e a k e r ' s  a t t e m p t s  t o  i d e n t i f y  b r o a d e n e d  f r o m  t h a t  o f  a N o r t h  
C a r o l i n i a n  t o  a  S o u t h e r n e r ,  t h e  e m p h a s i s  r e m a i n e d  on s t r e s s i n g  t h e
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i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a s  t h e  k e y  t o  a  p r o s p e r o u s  new age r e m a i n e d .  
H o w ev er ,  by  1911 t h e  f o c u s  i n  h i s  a d d r e s s e s  h a d  s h i f t e d  and p o p u l a r ­
i z i n g  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  t r a i n i n g  had  c e a s e d  t o  be  h i s  m a i n  
o b j e c t i v e .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
CHAPTER VI 
B u i l d i n g  Up C o u n t r y  L i f e
B u r t o n  J ,  H e n d r i c k  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  by  1906 " t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  
S o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n  a ssum ed  a new p h a s e . W h i l e  S o u t h e r n e r s  had come 
t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n  t r a i n i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  
t h e i r  p o v e r t y  i n s u r e d  a  weak  t a x  b a s e  and h i n d e r e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s .  The s o l u t i o n  was t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  economy.
The m o s t  im m e d ia t e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  ec o n o m ic  r e j u v e n a t i o n  was  t o  b u i l d  up
t h e  S o u t h ' s  h e r e t o f o r e  w a s t e f u l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r y .
I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  need  t h e  G e n e r a l  E d u c a t i o n  B oard  s p o n s o r e d
t h e  Farm D e m o n s t r a t i o n  p r o g r a m  o f  Dr .  Seaman A. Knapp.  I n  t h i s
e n d e a v o r ,  Knapp w o u ld  s e l e c t  a  f a r m e r  i n  a  communi ty  and p e r s u a d e  him 
t o  c u l t i v a t e  one  f i e l d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  d i r e c t i o n s .  I f  t h e  c r o p  made a 
p r o f i t ,  t h e  f a r m e r  k e p t  t h e  money, b u t  i f  i t  f a i l e d ,  Knapp as sumed  t h e  
l o s s .  The a ^ r i c u l t u r a l - s c i e n t i s t  f r o m  L o u i s i a n a  r e a s o n e d  t h a t  i f  one 
man was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  f o l l o w i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  f a r m i n g  m e t h o d s ,  h i s  n e i g h ­
b o r s ,  w i t n e s s i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  wou ld  do  l i k e w i s e .  B o th  t h e  m ethod  and 
t h e  man a p p e a l e d  t o  P a g e ,  who " p l e d  h i s  c a u s e  w i t h  g r e a t  e l o q u e n c e .  . . 
i n  h i s  w r i t i n g s ,  i n  s p e e c h e s ,  i n  l e t t e r s ,  i n  a l l  fo r m s  o f  p u b l i c  
a d v o c a c y ,  ( a n d )  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  Dr.  Knapp h ad  fo u n d  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o b l e m . "2
^ B u r t o n  J .  H e n d r i c k ,  The L i f e  and L e t t e r s  o f  W a l t e r  H i n e s  P a g e , 
I  (G a rd e n  C i t y ,  New Y o rk :  D o u b l e d a y ,  Page  & Company, 1 9 2 2 ) ,  p .  94 .
^ H e n d r i c k ,  p .  96 .
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However ,  by  1911 P ag e  was c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  a l o n e  
c o u l d  n o t  b e n e f i t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  f a r m e r  i f  he  l a c k e d  t h e  c a p i t a l  n e c e s ­
s a r y  t o  w ork  h i s  f a r m  w i t h  m o d e rn  m e t h o d s  a nd  e q u i p m e n t .  W h i l e  s t i l l  
b e l i e v i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  p r o f i t  and p o v e r t y  was " t h e  man 
b e h i n d  t h e  p l o w , "  t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  f a r m e r  
n e e d e d  f i n a n c i a l  h e l p .
The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  t o  p r e s e n t  a  r h e t o r i c a l  s t u d y  
o f  f o u r  s p e e c h e s  Pag e d e l i v e r e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  a  y e a r  d e v o t e d  t o  
b u i l d i n g  up c o u n t r y  l i f e ;  "The F a r m e r ' s  C r e d i t , "  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  
F i f t e e n t h  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  N a s h v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  
A p r i l  4 ,  1912 ;  "M e s s ag e  t o  t h e  C o u n t r y  M an ,"  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a  L i t e r a r y  and H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  R a l e i g h ,  December  3 ,  1912;  
and  h i s  o p e n i n g  and summary r e m a r k s  a s  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  S i x t e e n t h  
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  A p r i l  16 ,  18,  1913 i n  R ichm ond ,  
V i r g i n i a .  The r e p o r t  o f  a  f i f t h  o r a t i o n ,  " C o u n t r y  L i f e , "  p r e s e n t e d  t o  
a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C h a r l e s t o n ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  Chamber o f  Commerce i s  a l s o  
d i s c u s s e d .  T h ese  s p e e c h e s  r e p r e s e n t  P a g e ' s  l a s t  e f f o r t s  a s  a  spok esman  
f o r  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n .
P ag e and A g r a r i a n  R efo rm
I n  1908 P r e s i d e n t  T h e o d o r e  R o o s e v e l t  a p p o i n t e d  Pag e t o  t h e  
C o u n t r y  L i f e  Com miss ion .  O t h e r  members  o f  t h e  Com miss ion  i n c l u d e d :  
L i b e r t y  Hyde B a i l e y ,  h e a d  o f  t h e  C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  o f  
A g r i c u l t u r e ,  G i f f o r d  P i n c h o t ,  Henry  D. W a l l a c e ,  f a rm  e d i t o r  f r om  
I o w a ,  Kenyon L. B u t t e r f i e l d ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  M i c h i g a n  S t a t e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
C o l l e g e ,  C .S .  B a r r e t t  o f  G e o r g i a ,  and W i l l i a m  B e a r d ,  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l
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j o u r n a l i s t  f r o m  C a l i f o r n i a . ^  The p r e s i d e n t  d i r e c t e d  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  " t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  s e c u r i n g  b e t t e r  b u s i n e s s  and b e t t e r
l i v i n g  on  t h e  f a r m  . . . t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  t o  make c o u n t r y  l i f e  more
g a i n f u l ,  more  a t t r a c t i v e ,  and f u l l e r  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  p l e a s u r e s ,  and
r e w a r d s  f o r  t h e  men ,  women, and c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  f a r m s . B u t  t h e  s c o p e
o f  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  h a r d l y  s q u a r e d  w i t h  t h e  m eans  f o r  c a r r y i n g  i t  o u t : "
B e s i d e s  h a v i n g  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e i r  w o rk  by  J a n u a r y  1909 ,  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  r e c e i v e d  no p a y  o r  e x p e n s e  a l l o w a n c e s .  Page  
made h i s  f i r s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  g r o u p  by u s i n g  h i s  p h i l ­
a n t h r o p i c  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  g e t  a  $ 5000  g r a n t  f r om  t h e  R u s s e l l  
Sage  F o u n d a t i o n  t o  d e f r a y  t r a v e l  and i n v e s t i g a t o r y  c o s t s .
The C o m m iss ion  c o n d u c t e d  two t o u r s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  M i d d l e  W es t  
and  West  i n  O c t o b e r  i n  1908 and  t h r o u g h  t h e  S o u t h  i n  
November ,  s t a g i n g  o v e r  200 h e a r i n g s  i n  t h i r t y  c i t i e s  and 
t o w n s .  P a g e  made o n l y  t h e  s e c o n d  t r i p . 5
W h i l e  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  Commiss ion r e c e i v e d  " a  f r o s t y  r e c e p t i o n "  f r om
C o n g r e s s ,  w h i c h  r e f u s e d  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  money t o  e i t h e r  c o n t i n u e
recom mended  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  e v e n  t o  p r i n t  a  l a r g e  number o f  c o p i e s
o f  ^ t h e i r ^ /  r e p o r t , P a g e  was  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  b r i n g  " s u c h
c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  r u r a l  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .
" B e f o r e  1 9 0 9 ,  t h e  f o r m e r  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  r u r a l
l i f e  h a d  b e e n  s t r o n g  b u t  d i f f u s e .  F o r  a l m o s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  he  h ad
r e g a r d e d  im p r o v e d  f a r m i n g  a s  more  i m p o r t a n t  t o  S o u t h e r n  p r o g r e s s
t h a n  a t t r a c t i n g  m a n u f a c t u r i n g . T h r o u g h  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  L i b e r t y
3 j o h n  M i l t o n  C o o p e r ,  J r . ,  U n p u b l i s h e d  b i o g r a p h y  o f  W a l t e r  
H i n e s  P a g e ,  p .  3 4 2 .
^ T h e o d o r e  R o o s e v e l t  t o  WHP, S e p t e m b e r  10 ,  19 08 ,  Page  MSS.
^ C o o p e r ,  p .  342 .
^ I b i d .
^WHP t o  J o h n  M. G l e n n ,  November 2 7 ,  1909 ,  Page MSS.
^ C o o p e r ,  p .  341.
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B a i l e y ,  who had on ce  e d i t e d  C o u n t r y  L i f e  f o r  D o u b l e d a y ,  P a g e ,  he had 
become a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  " S i r  H o ra ce  P l u n k e t t ,  t h e  A n g l o - I r i s h  a g r a r i a n  
r e f o r m e r . "9  D u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1909 P ag e  c r o s s e d  t h e  o c e a n  " t o  v i s i t  
P l u n k e t t  and t o  s t u d y  r u r a l  c o o p e r a t i v e s  i n  E u r o p e , "10  and s h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  " i n  a n  e f f o r t  by  a  D u t c h  a g r a r i a n  r e f o r m e r ,  
F r e d e r i c k  v o n  E e d e n ,  t o  d e v e l o p  a  c o o p e r a t i v e  f a r m i n g  and i n d u s t r i a l  
com muni ty  n e a r  W i l m i n g t o n ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a . " H
P a g e ' s  e v o l v i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  and c o o p e r a t i v e  
e f f o r t s  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  o f  "The A u t o b i o g r a p h y  o f  a 
S o u t h e r n e r  S i n c e  t h e  C i v i l  War"  s e r i a l i z e d  i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  M o n th ly  i n  
190612 t o  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  1909 a s  a  n o v e l ,  The S o u t h e r n e r : An
A u t o b i o g r a p h y  o f  N i c h o l a s  W o r t h . 1^
I n  1906 t h e  a u t h o r  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  N i c h o l a s  W o r t h ' s  
b r o t h e r  C h a r l e s  i n  m a n a g i n g  t h e  f a m i l y  c o t t o n  m i l l .  E n c o u r a g i n g  
s k i l l e d  l a b o r ,  C h a r l e s  had  m a c h i n e r y  " p u t  i n  t o  make a  b e t t e r  p r o d u c t  
an d  a  more  p r o f i t a b l e  o n e .  A v i l l a g e  h ad  gro wn  up  a r o u n d  i t .  T h e r e  a t  
l e a s t  w e r e  p r o s p e r i t y ,  o r d e r l i n e s s ,  c l e a n l i n e s s  an d  g r o w t h . "  Uncon­
c e r n e d  w i t h  " e c o n o m i c "  and  " p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s , "  C h a r l e s  W o r th  f o c u s e d  
h i s  a t t e n t i o n  on s o l v i n g  " t h e  p r a c t i c a l  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  managem ent  o f
Q
C o o p e r ,  p .  341 
^ ^ C o o p e r ,  p .  3 44 .
^ ^ C o o p e r ,  p .  287.
^ ^ a l t e r  H i n e s  P a g e ,  "The A u t o b i o g r a p h y  o f  a  S o u t h e r n e r  S i n c e  t h e  
C i v i l  W a r , "  A t l a n t i c  M o n t h l y , XCVIII ( J u l y - O c t o b e r , 1 9 0 6 ) .
^ ^ a l t e r  H i n e s  P a g e ,  The S o u t h e r n e r :  An A u t o b i o g r a p h y  o f
N i c h o l a s  W o r th  ( G a r d e n  C i t y ,  New Yo rk :  D o u b l e d a y ,  Page & Company,
1 9 0 9 ) .
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t h e
By 1909 t h e  c h a r a c t e r  C h a r l e s  W o r th  h ad  become a  s o c i a l  t h e o ­
r i s t ,  g o v e r n i n g  " n o t  one  b i g - m i l l  town now b u t  a  s u c c e s s i o n  o f  m i l l  
v i l l a g e s . "  I n  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  "Men, women and c h i l d r e n  w o r k e d ,  b u t  
u n d e r  a  s y s t e m ,  w h i c h  o t h e r s  h ad  d e c l a r e d  i m p o s s i b l e ,  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  
w o r k  i n  t h e  m i l l s  t o  a l t e r n a t e  w i t h  w ork  a t  home and a t  s c h o o l .  The 
w h o l e  com muni ty  was a  s c h o o l . "15 o f  h i s  p r o j e c t ,  C h a r l e s  now b o a s t e d :  
"We c a n  s o l v e  a l l  o u r  p r o b l e m s  h e r e - - r i g h t  h e r e !  . . . and t h e  a im  i s  
t o  t e a c h  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e i r  i n f a n c y  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  do b e t t e r  w o rk  and 
l e a d  h a p p i e r  l i v e s  h e r e  t h a n  an y w h e re  e l s e - - a n d  t o  make t h i s  t r u e . "16 
W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  n o t  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  1906 s t o r y ,  
" h e  ( C h a r l e s )  had s c i e n t i f i c  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  f a r m :  i t  was n o t  one
b i g  ' p l a n t a t i o n '  b u t  many s m a l l  f a r m s  a l l  w o rk e d  by a  s o r t  o f  c o o p e r a ­
t i o n . "  P ag e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  i d e a l i s t i c  l i f e  t h a t  d e v e l o p e d  and r e p o r t e d  
t h e  s p e e c h  o f  h i s  f i c t i o n a l  s i b l i n g  t o  t h e  " m o s t  s k i l l f u l  w o r k e r s "  a t  
t h e  a n n u a l  C h r i s t m a s  d i n n e r  " t o  w h i c h  e v e r y  w o r k e r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  s a t  
d o w n - - : "
. . . t h e r e f o r e ,  men,  d u r i n g  t h e  com ing  y e a r  t h e  f a r m e r ' s  
c o o p e r a t i v e  company h o p e s  t o  s e e  a s  many a s  p o s s i b l e  o f  
y o u  a d m i t t e d  by t h e  Land Com mi t tee  t o  l a n d - o w n e r s h i p  . . . 
E v e r y  man h e r e  may h a v e  a s  many a c r e s ,  up  t o  t w e n t y ,  a s  
he  and h i s  f a m i l y  c a n  c u l t i v a t e  t o  t h e  r e q u i r e d  s t a n d a r d - -  
f r e e  o f  c h a r g e ,  t o  become h i s  a s  s oon  a s  he b r i n g s  i t  t o  
t h a t  d e g r e e  o f  c u l t u r e  w h i c h  y o u r  own c o m m i t t e e  r e q u i r e s . 1?
As i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  The S o u t h e r n e r , P a g e  was  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  r u r a l  l i f e  an d  a c t i v i t y  was e s s e n t i a l  t o  s o u t h e r n
l 5 p a g e .  The S o u t h e r n e r , pp .  3 2 1 - 2 2 .
^ ^ P a g e ,  The S o u t h e r n e r , p .  322.
l ^ P a g e ,  The S o u t h e r n e r , pp .  4 0 1 - 0 2 .
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e c o n o m ic  g r o w t h .
The e l e c t i o n  o f  Woodrow W i l s o n  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  a f f o r d e d  Page 
a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x e r t  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  on  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p o l i c i e s .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  " Pag e  s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  t o  c o n v i n c e  
. . . W i l s o n  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  a s s a u l t  
on  r u r a l  p r o b l e m s  t h r o u g h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e . As a 
r e s u l t  o f  a  p r i v a t e  m e e t i n g  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t h e  p r e s i d e n t - e l e c t  had a s k e d  
h i s  a d v i c e  o n  who s h o u l d  h o l d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  S e c r e t a r y  o f  A g r i c u l ­
t u r e , 19 t h e  New Y o rk  e d i t o r :  . . s k e t c h e d  a  number  o f  n o t e s  t o
h i m s e l f  a b o u t  p o s s i b l e  a p p o i n t e e s  t o  i m p o r t a n t  j o b s  and  a b o u t  a g r i c u l ­
t u r e  and c o n s e r v a t i o n .  He p r o d u c e d  s e v e r a l  d r a f t s  o f  memoranda on 
f a r m  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  w o r k ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  and t h e  B u r e a u  
o f  E d u c a t i o n . " 2 0  F o r w a r d i n g  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t - e l e c t .  Pag e 
a g a i n  a d v i s e d ,  "The b u i l d i n g  up o f  t h e  c o u n t r y m a n  comes t o  h i s  own, t h e  
town man w i l l  no l o n g e r  b e  a b l e  t o  t a x ,  an d t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  p o w e r , and 
t o  b u l l y  t h e  w o r l d . "  He a l s o  recommended f o r m e r  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  
D av id  F .  H o u s t o n ,  c h a n c e l l o r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  S t .  L o u i s ,  
e x - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s ,  and a  member o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  
and  G e n e r a l  E d u c a t i o n  B o a r d s ,  f o r  S e c r e t a r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e . 21
Page h i m s e l f  w as  r e g a r d e d  by many a s  a  p r i m e  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  
c a b i n e t  p o s i t i o n .  W h i l e  t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  was  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
p o s t ,  he " d i d  no more  t h a n  a c q u i e s c e  i n  t h o s e  e f f o r t s "  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s
^ ^ C o o p e r ,  p .  345 .
l ^ P a g e  N o t e b o o k ,  Page MSS.
21*C o o p e r ,  p .  366.
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t o  w i n  him t h e  f a v o r  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t . 22 H ow ever ,  t h e  s e c r e t a r y s h i p  
e v e n t u a l l y  w en t  t o  H o u s t o n .
"The F a r m e r ' s  C r e d i t "
On t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  A p r i l  4 ,  1912 ,  Page  d e l i v e r e d  an  a d d r e s s  
e n t i t l e d  "The F a r m e r ' s  C r e d i t "  t o  t h o s e  a s s e m b l e d  f o r  t h e  F i f t e e n t h  
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h  m e e t i n g  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e .  
As i t  had do ne e a c h  y e a r ,  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  had grown and 
t h e  p r e f a c e  t o  t h e  l i s t  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  members i n  t h e  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  
C o n f e r e n c e  a p o l o g i z e d  f o r  o m i t t i n g  t h e  names o f  " tw o  o r  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d "  
s t u d e n t s  f r om  a r e a  s c h o o l s  and  c o l l e g e s  and  " two  o r  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  
c i t i z e n s  o f  N a s h v i l l e  and members  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  T e n n e s s e e  E d u c a t i o n  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w h i c h  h e l d  i t s  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
C o n f e r e n c e . " 2 3  xhe  d e l e g a t e s  an d  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  r e p r e ­
s e n t e d  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  W h o ' s  Who i n  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n .  Among t h e  many 
n o t a b l e s  p r e s e n t  w e r e :  R o b e r t  C- Ogden,  W i c k l i f f e  R o s e ,  P h i l a n d e r  P .
C l a x t o n ,  G eorg e  F o s t e r  P e a b o d y ,  C l a r e n c e  P o e ,  Jam es  Y. J o y n e r ,  S .C .  
M i t c h e l l ,  H o l l i s  Burk e  F r i s s e l l ,  Edward A l d e r m a n ,  W a l l a c e  B u t t r i c k ,  
C h a r l e s  W. Dabney ,  H e n ry  F r i e s ,  E d g a r  G a r d n e r  M urphy ,  David  S .  H o u s t o n ,  
A l b e r t  Shaw, and J . H .  D i l l a r d .  T e n n e s s e e  G o v e r n o r  B en jam in  W. H oope r  
we lc omed  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  V o l u n t e e r  S t a t e .
Page  was  s u r r o u n d e d  by o l d  f r i e n d s  and l o n g - t i m e  c o - w o r k e r s  i n  
t h e  c a m p a ig n  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h  and t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n ' s  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  was w e l l - k n o w n  t o  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s ,  c i t i z e n s  and d e l e g a t e s  who 
^ ^ C o o p e r ,  p .  268.
^^ P r o c e e d i n g s , F i f t e e n t h  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,
p .  297.
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had  n e v e r  b e f o r e  had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h e a r  h im s p e a k .  He was  r e c o g ­
n i z e d  a s  e d i t o r  a nd  p a r t n e r  i n  a  f i r m  t h a t  " h a d  become one o f  t h e  
g i a n t s  o f  A m e r i c a n  p u b l i s h i n g , "24 a n  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  W i l s o n  a d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n ,  and a  s p o k esm an  f o r  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n .
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  f i r s t  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  "The R u r a l  L i f e  
S u r v e y  f o r  C h u r c h  and S c h o o l "  by Dr .  W a r r e n  H. W i l s o n ,  R o b e r t  Ogden 
a n n o u n c e d ,  "We now have  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  l i s t e n i n g  t o  an  a d d r e s s  f rom 
Mr,  W a l t e r  H. P a g e ,  a n  o r i g i n a l  member o f  t h i s  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  
i n  t h e  S o u t h  a n d  a l w a y s  i t s  s u p p o r t e r . " 2 5  
L i n e  o f  R e a s o n i n g
I n  "The F a r m e r ' s  C r e d i t "  Page a n n o u n c e d ,  a s  he  had on s e v e r a l  
p r e v i o u s  o c c a s i o n s ,  t h a t  " t h e  l a n d  and t h e  m a n - - t h e s e  a r e  t h e  b a s e s  o f  
o u r  l i f e , "  and r e a s o n e d  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  men and t h e  s c i e n t i ­
f i c  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d  wou ld  l e a d  t o  p r o s p e r i t y .  H ow ever ,  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  h i s  s p e e c h  was t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a  r e a d y  s o u r c e  
o f  c r e d i t  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  s k i l l e d  w o r k e r  t o  o p e r a t e  a  m o d e rn  f a r m .  T h u s ,  
t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n ;
I  b e l i e v e  a s  I  b e l i e v e  n o t h i n g  e l s e ,  n e i t h e r  dogma n o r  any  
o t h e r  d e d u c t i o n  f r om human e x p e r i e n c e ,  n o r  an y  t e a c h i n g  o f  
a n y  w i s e  m e n - - I  b e l i e v e  and you  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  
o f  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  d e m o c r a c y ,  t h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  
g i v e  t h e  o t h e r  man t h e  same c h a n c e  t h a t  y o u  have  y o u r s e l f ,  
i s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t r u t h  f o r  s o c i a l  and e c o n o m ic  p r o g r e s s .
P ag e  r e a s o n e d  f r o m  t h e  p r e m i s e s  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  democ­
r a c y  a p p l y  t o  ec o n o m ic  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  t h a t  t h e  S o u t h  i s  p r i m a r i l y  an  
a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y  and t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  ec o n o m ic  p r o g r e s s  o c c u r s  when 
men a r e  p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d .  I n  "The F a r m e r ' s  C r e d i t ” t h e  s p e a k e r  
C o o p e r ,  p .  248.
^^P r o c e e d i n g s , F i f t e e n t h  C o n f e r e n c e ,  p .  97 .
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( 1 )  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  l a c k  o f  c r e d i t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  f a r m e r s  a s  t h e  m a i n  
e c o n o m ic  p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  ( 2 )  s u g g e s t e d  c r e d i t  s o c i e t i e s  a s  a 
p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n  and  ( 3 )  u r g e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  h e l p  e x t e n d  t h e  demo­
c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e  t o  e c o n o m ic  l i f e .
Form s o f  S u p p o r t
P ag e u s e d  a n  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  c o m p a r i s o n s ,  e x a m p l e s ,  a p p e a l s  t o  
m o t i v e s  o f  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  and s e l f - e s t e e m  and e x p r e s s i v e  l a n g u a g e  
t o  a m p l i f y  h i s  r e a s o n i n g  i n  h i s  s p e e c h  i n  N a s h v i l l e .
To a c c e n t u a t e  t h e  s o u t h e r n  f a r m e r ' s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  o b t a i n  c r e d i t .  
P ag e g av e  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  a r e c e n t  s u r v e y  he  a nd  some f r i e n d s  had made o f  
a  " c o u n t r y  n e i g h b o r h o o d  i n  one  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  S t a t e s . "  " T h a t  i n q u i r y  
r e s u l t e d  i n  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s : "
T h e r e  w e r e  e l e v e n  ( a  f a m i l y  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  o r  a  man o r  
woman who e a r n e d  h i s  o r  h e r  own l i v i n g )  who had b a n k  
a c c o u n t s  i n  a  l i t t l e  b a n k  i n  t h e  a d j a c e n t  tow n ;  t h e r e  
w e r e  a b o u t  f o r t y  who c o u l d  b o r r o w  s m a l l  sums on  t h e i r  
l a n d ,  f r o m  money l e n d e r s  o r  f r o m  t h e  b a n k  o r  f rom  t h e i r  
n e i g h b o r s .  T h i s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  50%. T h i s  
i s  a  p r o s p e r o u s  f a r m i n g  co m m uni ty .  Now, w h a t  a b o u t  t h e  
o t h e r  50%? They h a v e  no c r e d i t ,  t h e r e  i s  no way f o r  
them t o  b o r r o w  money i n  a n y  a p p r e c i a b l e  sums o r  u n d e r  
a n y  p r o f i t a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .
The s p e a k e r  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  "more  t h a n  h a l f  t h e  w o r k e r s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  had
n o t  c a p i t a l  en o u g h  t o  d o  t h e i r  w o rk  e v e n  p a s s a b l y  w e l l . "
P ag e com pared  t h e  e a s y  a c c e s s  t o  c r e d i t  i n  t h e  c i t y  a s  o p p o s e d
t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  a c c e n t u a t e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  p r o s p e r o u s  r e s u l t s  o f
l a b o r  :
Now, s u p p o s e  e v e r y  f a r m e r  i n  t h a t  a r e a  had money enoug h 
t o  e q u i p  h i s  f a r m  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y ,  so  a s  t o  work  i t  t o  i t s  
u t m o s t  and  t o  e q u i p  i t  a s  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h e  c i t y  a r e  
e q u i p p e d .  What  wou ld  be  t h e  r e s u l t ?  I  do  n o t  t h i n k  
t h a t  any i m a g i n a t i o n  c a n  t e l l  w h a t  w o u ld  be  t h e  r e s u l t .  
P r e s u m a b l y  n o t  one  a c r e  i n  a  h u n d r e d  i s  worked o n e - h a l f  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e y  wou ld  a l l  be  work ed  u n d e r  s u c h  c o n d i t i o n s
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a s  I  s p e a k  o f .  I f  i n  a n  a r e a  l i k e  t h i s  e v e r y  man had a l l  
t h e  money h e  n e e d e d  t o  e q u i p  h i s  f a r m ,  i f  t h e r e  we re  no 
w a s t e  e i t h e r  o f  t i m e  o r  o f  l a n d ,  i f  t h e y  w ork ed  a s  men 
w o rk  i n  o r g a n i z e d  i n d u s t r i e s ,  you c a n  h a r d l y  im a g in e  t h e  
im p ro v e m e n t .
As a  New York b u s i n e s s m a n ,  a n  e d i t o r  o f  a  f a r m  j o u r n a l ,  a n  i n v e s t o r  i n
t h e  f a r m  i n d u s t r y ,  and f r i e n d  and p u b l i s h e r  o f  F r a n k  N o r r i s  ( The
O c t o p u s ) , Page r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e  c i t i e s  h e l d  t h e  p u r s e - s t r i n g s  f o r  
t h e  f a r m e r .
I n  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c a l i t y  and a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  o f  a c r e d i t
s o c i e t y  a s  a n  o r g a n i z e d  an d r e a d y  s o u r c e  o f  c a p i t a l  f o r  t h e  f a r m e r .
P ag e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a  c o n f e r e n c e  w h i c h  had " b e e n  g o i n g  on i n  t h i s  c i t y  f o r
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  d a y s  . . . a b o u t  t h e  c r e d i t  s o c i e t y  s y s t e m s  t h a t  h av e
r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  a g r i c u l t u r e  on  c o n t i n e n t a l  E u r o p e . "  I n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e
o p e r a t i o n  o f  s u c h  a  s o c i e t y  he  s a i d ,  " I t  w o rk s  t h i s  w a y ; "
H e re  a r e ,  s a y  f i f t y  men who h av e  no c r e d i t ,  and who a r e  
n o t  d o i n g  p r o f i t a b l e  l a b o r .  Take t h e s e  men,  o r g a n i z e  
them i n  w h a t  i s  known a s  a  c r e d i t  s o c i e t y .  Make e v e r y  
one o f  them r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e b t s  o f  an y o n e ,  and 
t h e n  on t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  them a l l  o r  o f  a  c o m m i t t e e  
o f  them l e n d  any one man $100 f o r  any a p p r o v e d  p r o d u c t i v e  
p u r s u i t  w h a t e v e r ,  n o t  t o  p a y  an y  d e b t s  a nd  n o t  t o  i n d u l g e  
i n  any f r i v o l i t y ,  t h e  c r e d i t  o f  e v e r y  man b e i n g  p l e d g e d .
. . .  I n  Germany l i t t l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i k e  t h e s e  b o rr ow ed  
$ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n  1910 and p a i d  t h e  c u r r e n t  r a t e  o f  i n t e r ­
e s t  and n o t h i n g  was  l o s t  i n  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n .
The s p e a k e r  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  s u c h  s o c i e t i e s  w o u ld  w o rk  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y
b e c a u s e  e v e r y  c r e d i t o r  i s  " i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e v e r y  o t h e r  o n e ' s  s u c c e s s . "
E m p h a s i z i n g  t h a t  " s c i e n c e  i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  show u s  w h a t  c a n  be
d o n e "  w i t h  t h e  l a n d .  Pag e r e p e a t e d  h i s  o f t - h e a r d  c a l l  f o r  " t h e  r i g h t
k i n d  o f  men" t o  t i l l  t h e  l a n d :
I t  y i e l d s  r i c h e s  a n y w h ere  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  
and s k i l l  o f  t h e  men who a r e  on i t .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  
i n  human h i s t o r y  we a r e  coming t o  know w h a t  one s q u a r e  
r o d  o f  e a r t h  w i l l  d o - - I  came n e a r  s a y i n g  any  s q u a r e  r o d
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o f  e a r t h .  The sand  h i l l s  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  o f  u s  t h e  
d a y  b e f o r e  y e s t e r d a y  w e r e  g i v e n  away f o r  a  f r a c t i o n  
o f  a  d o l l o r  a n  a c r e  f o r  t a x e s .  I  h av e  s e e n  t h a t  
c o u n t r y  y i e l d  s i x t y  b u s h e l s  o f  c o r n  and one and o n e -  
h a l f  b a l e s  o f  c o t t o n  t o  t h e  a c r e .
T h i s  e x a m p le  s e r v e d  t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  n e e d  t o  t r a i n  t h e  f a r m e r  a s  w e l l
a s  h e l p  h im  f i n a n c i a l l y .
P a g e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  memory o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  t o  i d e n t i f y
a nd  a m p l i f y  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  d e m o c r a c y  and  a l t r u i s m  i n  u r g i n g  h i s
a u d i e n c e  t o  g r a n t  t h e  f a r m e r  e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t y :
T h e r e  i s  one  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  J e f f e r s o n  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  
l i k e  t o  c a l l  t o  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n ,  and t h a t  i s  t h e  s e r e n i t y  
o f  h i s  o l d  a g e .  H e r e  was  a  man who h ad  f o u g h t  an d  f o u g h t  
h a r d .  He b r o u g h t  g r e a t e r  l o v e  o f  j u s t i c e  i n t o  o u r  l i f e ,  
an d  he  d i d  g r e a t  i n j u s t i c e  t o  h i s  p e r s o n a l  e n e m i e s .  But  
i n  h i s  c l o s i n g  y e a r s  he  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  s p e c t a c l e  
o f  a  s e r e n e  o l d  man,  b e c a u s e  he  had  fo u n d  and he knew t h a t  
he  h ad  fo u n d  o u t  w h a t  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  l i f e  
m ean s .  He h ad  fo u n d  o u t  t h a t  i t  means  human h e l p f u l n e s s .
I  t h i n k  he  knew t h a t  t h a t  was  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  
t h a t  any  man c a n  l e a r n  a t  any  t i m e  a n y w h e r e  i n  any  w o r l d .
T h i s  example  once  a g a i n  i n d i c a t e s  P a g e ' s  p r o p e n s i t y  t o  a p p e a l
t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h e r i t a g e  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e  by r e c a l l i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  he
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  t r u e  Old S o u t h .
P ag e  d i r e c t e d  e m o t i o n a l  a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  m o t i v e s  o f  s e l f -
a c t u a l i z a t i o n  and s e l f - e s t e e m .  H i s  s t r a t e g y  was  a p p a r e n t l y  t o
e m p h a s i z e  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  d e n y i n g  c r e d i t  t o  t h e  f a r m e r  and t o  u r g e
t h e  a u d i e n c e  t o  o f f e r  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e  t h r o u g h  a p p e a l s  t o  p r i d e  and
a l t r u i s m .
U t i l i z i n g  t h e  m o t i v e  o f  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  P ag e  s t r e s s e d  
t h a t  s o u t h e r n  f a r m e r s  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e i r  
s k i l l s  o r  t h e i r  l a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  d e n i e d  a c c e s s  t o  c r e d i t .  Unde r  
s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  he c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  f a r m e r s  c o u l d  n o t  do t h e i r  w ork
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" e v e n  p a s s a b l y  w e l l . "  I n  t h o s e  c a s e s  w h e r e  t h e  f a r m e r  was  a b l e  t o  
b o r r o w  he  was  f o r c e d  t o  " p a y  a n  u n r e a s o n a b l e  r a t e  o f  i n t e r e s t - - n o b o d y  
knows w h a t  r a t e . "  The r e s u l t  was  t h a t  t h e  man " b e l o w  t h e  c r e d i t  l i n e  
s t a y s  t h e r e . "
A p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e i r  p r i d e  and s e n s e  o f  a l t r u i s m ,  Pag e e n c o u r a g e d
h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  l e n d  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  and  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  t a s k  o f  h e l p i n g
t h e  s o u t h e r n  f a r m e r .  A s s e r t i n g  t h a t  o f  " a l l  g r o u p s  o f  p e o p l e  . . .
w o r k i n g  f o r  any  p u r p o s e  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y  t o d a y , "  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e
C o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  " ’ t h e  A rk  o f  t h e  C o v e n a n t '  i n  t h e i r  k e e p i n g ; "
I t  i s  you who s a c r i f i c e  m o s t  t o  s e r v e  y o u r  f e l l o w  man. I t  
i s  t o  y o u ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  i t  i s  p r o p e r  t o  make a n  a p p e a l  
t h a t  you  s h o u l d  d i r e c t  y o u r  t h o u g h t  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  
d e m o c r a c y  and t h e  ec o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y .  Man
h a s  b e e n  on t h i s  e a r t h  unknown m i l l i o n s  o f  y e a r s .  He w i l l
be  h e r e  unknown m i l l i o n s  o f  y e a r s .  The p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  
r a c e  h a s  b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d  c h i e f l y  by m a n ' s  h e l p f u l n e s s  t o  
man.
I n  h i s  s p e e c h  a t  N a s h v i l l e ,  P a g e ' s  c h o i c e  o f  l a n g u a g e  was 
p l a i n  and d i r e c t ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by h i s  u s e  o f  f a m i l i a r  p h r a s e s ,  
r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  a n  o r a l  q u a l i t y .
The t i t l e  "The F a r m e r ' s  C r e d i t "  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  
t e n d e n c y  t o  r e l y  upon  common l a n g u a g e .  As s u c h ,  he s poke  o f  " a n  
e c o n o m i c  c h a n c e "  f o r  t h e  f a r m e r ,  p r a i s e d  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  
C o n f e r e n c e  a s  c a r r y i n g  " t h e  A r k  o f  t h e  C o v e n a n t "  and u r g e d  them t o  
" s e a r c h "  t h e i r  h e a r t s  t o  f i n d  a  way t o  " r em ak e  t h e  c o u n t r y  m a n . "  I n  
s t a t i n g  t h a t  " t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  r a c e  h a s  b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d  c h i e f l y  by
m a n ' s  h e l p f u l n e s s  t o  m a n , "  P ag e  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  " t h e r e  i s  no s u c h  t h i n g
a s  s t o p p i n g  f o r  p r o g r e s s . "  To d r a m a t i z e  t h i s  t h o u g h t ,  he employed  a  
m e t a p h o r :  " C i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  a  mov ing  t i d e ,  and a n y  man who a t t e m p t s  t o
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s t o p  i t  w i l l  be d r o w n e d ,  and  d e s e r v e s  t o  b e . "
P ag e em pl oy ed  n u m ero u s  r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  a s  s i g n p o s t s  and 
t r a n s i t i o n a l  d e v i c e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  r e v e a l i n g  t h a t  h i s  s u r v e y  had 
shown t h a t  50% o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  a  f a r m i n g  communi ty  had a c c e s s  t o  
c r e d i t ,  he  a s k e d ,  "Now, w h a t  a b o u t  t h e  o t h e r  50%?" To i n t r o d u c e  a  
d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  c r e d i t  s o c i e t y  c o n c e p t  a s  a means  o f  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  
f a r m e r  w i t h  a  r e a d y  s u p p l y  o f  c r e d i t ,  he  i n q u i r e d ,  " I s  t h e r e  a n y  way 
t o  b r i n g  t h a t  a b o u t ?  T h e r e  i s . "
"The F a r m e r ' s  C r e d i t "  e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  c o n c e r n  f o r  
o r a l  s t y l e .  T h u s ,  he  u s e d  p h r a s e s  su ch  a s :  "What  i s  t h e  p e r t i n e n c e
o f  t h e s e  r e m a r k s  t o  t h i s  a u d i e n c e ? , "  " I t  i s  you who s a c r i f i c e  m o s t  t o  
s e r v e  y o u r  f e l l o w  man.  I t  i s  t o  y o u ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  i t  i s  p r o p e r  t o  
make a n  a p p e a l  t h a t  you s h o u l d  d i r e c t  y o u r  t h o u g h t  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
o f  d e m o c r a c y , "  and " w i t h  t h a t  s e r e n e  a s s u r a n c e ,  I  b i d  you Godspee d  and 
g o o d  n i g h t . "
A s s e s s m e n t
P a g e ' s  b r i e f  s p e e c h  i n  N a s h v i l l e  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  theme t h a t  t h e  
r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  f a r m e r ,  l o n g  a d v o c a t e d  by t h e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  was 
i n e f f e c t i v e  i f  t h a t  f a r m e r  was  d e n i e d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  f i n a n c i n g  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  o p e r a t e  a  m o d ern  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n .  I n  d e v e l o p i n g  h i s  s p e e c h  
h e  r e a s o n e d  f r o m  t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  t h e  S o u t h  was a n  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y  and 
t h a t  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  was  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  ec o n o m ic  p r o g r e s s .  The N o r t h  
C a r o l i n i a n  a l s o  e x t e n d e d  t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  d e m o c r a c y  
a p p l y  t o  e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  i n c l u d e  a l s o  e q u a l  e c o n o m ic  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
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To a m p l i f y  and make h i s  r e a s o n i n g  more  a t t r a c t i v e .  Pag e 
em ployed  a p p e a l s  t o  s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t  an d  s e l f - e s t e e m ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  
c o m p a r i s o n s ,  e x a m p l e s ,  and  a p l a i n  and  d i r e c t  s t y l e .  T h e s e  d e v i c e s  
w e r e  p r o b a b l y  e f f e c t i v e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h e  o c c a s i o n  and 
a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r .
"The F a r m e r ' s  C r e d i t "  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d d r e s s  i n  t h a t  i t  
i n d i c a t e s  t h e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r  and t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  
i n  t h e  S o u t h  t h a t  r i g h t  t r a i n i n g  a l o n e  was n o t  e n o u g h ,  b u t  r e q u i r e d  t h e  
a d d i t i o n  o f  a n  o r g a n i z e d  means  o f  e c o n o m ic  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  
r e s u l t s .  R e f e r r i n g  t o  P a g e ’ s a d d r e s s  i n  h i s  w o rk  U n i v e r s a l  E d u c a t i o n  
i n  t h e  S o u t h , C h a r l e s  W. Dabney commented,  "Pa ge made t h e  a d d r e s s  i n  t h e  
y e a r  1912.  Has n o t  t h i s  p r o p h e c y  b e e n  f u l f i l l e d ?"26
" M essage  t o  t h e  C o u n t r y  Man"
On December  3 ,  1912 ,  e i g h t  m o n th s  a f t e r  h i s  a d d r e s s  "The 
F a r m e r ' s  C r e d i t , "  P ag e  d e l i v e r e d  "The M es sag e t o  t h e  C o u n t r y  Man" a t  
t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  S t a t e  L i t e r a r y  and H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  
R a l e i g h ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  The R a l e i g h  News and O b s e r v e r  p r e d i c t e d  l a r g e  
a u d i e n c e s  f o r  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g ,  r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  " t h e  number  o f  
v i s i t o r s ,  who h av e  w r i t t e n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  co m in g ,  i s  a l r e a d y  l a r g e .
Many more  a r e  e x p e c t e d .  I n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  g r o w i n g  
e a c h  y e a r  u n t i l  i t  i s  b e i n g  j u s t l y  a p p r a i s e d  a s  one  o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  
e v e n t s  c e l e b r a t e d  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a . "27 The n e w s p a p e r  p r i n t e d  t h e  
names  o f  some o f  t h e  many i n f l u e n t i a l  and p r e s t i g e o u s  e d u c a t o r s ,
^ ^ C h a r l e s  W i l l i a m  D abn ey ,  U n i v e r s a l  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h , I  
( C h a p e l  H i l l :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 6 ) ,  p .  299.
^^News and O b s e r v e r  ( R a l e i g h ) ,  December  3 ,  1912.
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b u s i n e s s m e n  and c i t i z e n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  who w e r e  p l a n n i n g  t o  a t t e n d .
On J a n u a r y  I f ,  1912 t h e  members o f  t h e  "new E x e c u t i v e  Com mi t tee  
o f  t h e  S t a t e  L i t e r a r y  and H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  j u s t  a p p o i n t e d  by 
R.D.W. C o n n o r"  m e t  " i n  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  The P r o g r e s s i v e  Farmer  i n  
R a l e i g h "  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e i r  a n n u a l  g a t h e r i n g .  P r e s e n t  
w e re  E.K.  Graham o f  C h a p e l  H i l l ,  Wm. K. Boyd o f  Durham, T .P .  H a r r i s o n  
o f  Wes t  R a l e i g h ,  W.L.  P o t e a t  o f  Wake F o r e s t ,  F .A .  Woodard o f  W i l s o n ,  
P r e s i d e n t  C o n n o r ,  and  S e c r e t a r y  C l a r e n c e  P o e .  The c o m m i t t e e  c h o s e  
R a l e i g h  a s  t h e  s i t e  m e e t i n g ,  s e l e c t e d  l a t e  November  o r  December a s  t h e  
d a t e ,  d e c i d e d  on  a  p r o g r a m  e n c o m p a s s in g  two e v e n i n g  and one a f t e r n o o n  
s e s s i o n s ,  and p l a n n e d  t o  h av e  " a  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  who h a s  become 
e m i n e n t  o u t s i d e  t h e  S t a t e "  t o  make a n  a d d r e s s ,  " t h e  f i r s t  c h o i c e  o f  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e  b e i n g  D r .  W a l t e r  H. Page  . . . "  Edwin Markham,  a u t h o r  o f  
"The Man W i t h  a  H o e , "  was  i n v i t e d  t o  s p e a k  a t  t h e  s e c o n d  e v e n i n g  
s e s s i o n . 28
P ag e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n ,  a n d ,  i n  a d v e r t i s i n g  t h e  o p e n i n g  
s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  News and O b s e r v e r  r a n  t h e  h e a d ­
l i n e  "D r .  W a l t e r  P a g e  S p e a k s  T o n i g h t . "  The p r e s s  was h i g h l y  c o m p l i ­
m e n t a r y  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  a r e a  r e s i d e n t :
The a s s o c i a t i o n  a l w a y s  h a s  a  man o f  d i s t i n c t i o n .  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a  b o r n ,  t o  make t h e  a n n u a l  a d d r e s s  on t h e  f i r s t  
n i g h t .  D r .  W a l t e r  P a g e ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  W o r l d ' s  Work, and 
a  man now b e i n g  p r o p o s e d  by m a g a z i n e  men a s  s e c r e t a r y  o f  
a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  W i l s o n  c a b i n e t ,  i s  a  Wake County  man.
He was  b o r n  i n  C ary  f i f t y - s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o .  He h a s  b e e n  
e d i t o r  o f  t h e  F o ru m , o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  M o n t h l y , and o r g a n ­
i z e d  t h e  D o u b l e d a y ,  Page company, now one o f  t h e  g r e a t  
p u b l i s h i n g  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .
He h a s  had a  n o t a b l e  c a r e e r ,  h a s  w r i t t e n  f i n e
^ ^ M i n u t e s ,  J a n u a r y  28 ,  1912,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  H i s t o r i c a l  and L i t e r ­
a r y  S o c i e t y ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r c h i v e s  and H i s t o r y ,  R a l e i g h ,  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a .
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f i c t i o n  and t h i s  y e a r ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  w r o t e  some o f  t h e  m o s t  
p o w e r f u l  c a m p a ig n  e d i t o r i a l s  y e t  w r i t t e n  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  
P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  r e m a r k a b l e  a d d r e s s  d e l i v e r e d  i n  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a  w i t h i n  f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  n o t  on a  p o l i t i c a l  s u b j e c t  
was h i s  " F o r g o t t e n  Man" i n  t h e  summer o f  1889 ( s i c )  a t  
t h e  S t a t e  N o r m a l . 2 9
The f i r s t  e v e n i n g  s e s s i o n  b e g a n  a t  7 :4 5  i n  t h e  R a l e i g h  
A u d i t o r i u m .  R.D.W. C o n n o r ' s  o p e n i n g  a d d r e s s  "The H i s t o r i c a l  
F o u n d a t i o n s  o f  Democracy i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a "  was  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  8 : 0 0 .  
Pa ge  was  t o  f o l l o w  w i t h  "M essage  t o  t h e  C o u n t r y  Man" a t  8 : 4 0  p .m.  
L i n e  o f  R e a s o n i n g
As he  had done  i n  "The F a r m e r ' s  C r e d i t , "  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  W o r I d ' s
Work c h o s e  t o  f o c u s  o n  t h e  c r e d i t  s o c i e t i e s  a s  t h e  s u r e s t  means  f o r
p r o v i d i n g  t h e  f a r m e r  a  r e a d y  s o u r c e  o f  c a p i t a l .  W i t h  b o r r o w i n g  power
s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  f a r m e r ' s  c o u n t e r p a r t  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  he  c o n t e n d e d  t h e
c o u n t r y  man c o u l d  c u l t i v a t e  e v e r y  a v a i l a b l e  a c r e  o f  t h e  l a n d  and t h e
r e s u l t a n t  w e a l t h  wou ld  " p u t  e v e r y  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i n  h i s t o r y  t o  s h a m e . "
T h e r e f o r e ,  Page d e v e l o p e d  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n :
The f u n d a m e n t a l  p r o b l e m  o f  a l l  i s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  up o f  
t h e  c o u n t r y  man.  The m a i n  t a s k  i n  b u i l d i n g  up t h e  
c o u n t r y  man i s  t o  e n a b l e  h i m  t o  g e t  money t o  d e v e l o p  
h i s  l a n d  and t r a i n  h im t o  t h e  s a f e  and w i s e  u s e  o f  
m oney .
I n  o r g a n i z i n g  h i s  s p e e c h .  P ag e  f o l l o w e d  a  p r o b l e m - s o l u t i o n  
p a t t e r n  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h u s ,  h e  ( 1 )  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  way t o  c r e a t e  
a  g r e a t  l i t e r a t u r e  was t o  b u i l d  up t h e  l a n d  and t h e  p e o p l e ,  (2 )  p r a i s e d  
t h e  w o rk  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n  b e a u t i f y i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  and ( 3 )  e m p h a s i z e d  
t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  b u i l d i n g  up t h e  c o u n t r y  man.  To t h a t  e n d ,  he 
( 4 )  u r g e d  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  i n s t i t u t e  l o c a l  c r e d i t  s o c i e t i e s  f o r  t h e  
f a r m e r s .
^^News and O b s e r v e r  ( R a l e i g h ) ,  December  3,  1912.
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Forms o f  S u p p o r t
Pag e made e x t e n s i v e  u s e  o f  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  c o m p a r i s o n s ,  
e x a m p l e s ,  a p p e a l s  t o  s e l f - e s t e e m  and s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  and a  d i r e c t  
s t y l e  t o  a m p l i f y  h i s  p r a i s e  f o r  w h a t  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n s  had d o n e  i n  
c a r i n g  f o r  t h e i r  l a n d ,  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  ec o n o m ic  p r o b l e m  
f a c i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t s  and t o  e x p l a i n  and m a g n i f y  t h e  b e n e f i t s  
o f  a  c r e d i t  s o c i e t y .
Commending e f f o r t s  t o  p r o v i d e  p r o p e r  c a r e  f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  Page
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  " f o r t y  y e a r s  a g o "  Moore C o u n ty  "was  c o n s i d e r e d  good t o
h o l d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  e a r t h  t o g e t h e r , "  b u t  t h a t  t h e  c o u n t y  had embarked
u p o n  a  r o a d  b u i l d i n g  p r o g r a m  and  "men a r e  coming  f r om  f a r  and n e a r  t o
make t h e  l a n d  b loom  a l o n g  t h e s e  r o a d s .  . . . Now nobod y  knew e i t h e r  
t h e  n a t u r a l  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  g a r d e n s  t i l l  
i t  was  made p o s s i b l e  t o  d r i v e  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  a u t o m o b i l e s .  P l a n t ­
i n g  a  p u b l i c  g a r d e n  a l o n g  r o a d s  t h a t  t h r o u g h  a  w i l d e r n e s s  o f  p i n e  
s t u m p s  a nd  b l a c k j a c k s - - t h a t  l a d i e s  and g e n t l e m e n ,  g i v e s  a  h i n t  o f  
w h a t  I  mean by  c a r i n g  f o r  o u r  l a n d  and p r e s e r v i n g  i t . "
The e d i t o r  o f  W o r l d ' s Work e x p l a i n e d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i m b a l ­
a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  f a rm  and t h e  c i t y  by  i l l u s t r a t i n g  how " t h e  two g r e a t
e c o n o m i c  f a c t s  o f  t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y  a f f e c t e d  l i f e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s : "
F i r s t ,  t h e  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  r u s h  o f  men t o  t h e  f a r m s  w h i c h  
was  c a u s e d  by t h e  h o m e s t e a d  a c t s .  The Govern m en t  g a v e  
away a  dom ain  o f  v a s t  e x t e n t  on  c o n d i t i o n s ,  e a s y  w i t h o u t  
p a r a l l e l  i n  human h i s t o r y ;  and m i l l i o n s  o f  men f rom  e v e r y  
p a r t  o f  t h e  o l d e r  s t a t e s  and f r o m  t h e  Old Wor ld  s e t t l e d  
o u r  g r e a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a .  T h e r e  n e v e r  was  b e f o r e  su ch  
a r u s h  o f  men t o  t h e  l a n d .  They g re w a  g r e a t  d e a l  more  
s u r p l u s  w h e a t  and c o r n  t h a n  we n e e d e d .  Decade  a f t e r  
d e c a d e  ou r  c h i e f  e x p o r t  was  f o o d  p r o d u c t s .  I n  a w o r d ,  
t h e y  o v e r d i d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  f a r m i n g .  T h e r e  w e r e  f a r  t o o  
many f a r m e r s  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  o u r  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e r e  w a s .
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t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  and  t h e  n e x t  a  r e v e r s e  
m o v e m e n t - - a  movement  o f  t h e  y o u n g  f e l l o w s  f r o m  t h e  f a r m s  
t o  t h e  t o w n s .  F a r m i n g  was  t o o  p o o r l y  p a i d  a  b u s i n e s s  ■ 
f o r  them. At  t h e  same t i m e  i t  so h a p p e n e d  a t  f i r s t  t h a t  
t h a t  t h e  t o w n s  had  a  u s e  f o r  t h e s e  y o u n g  f e l l o w s ;  i t  was 
t h e  f i r s t  g r e a t  e r a  o f  o u r  c i t y  b u i l d i n g .  R a i l r o a d s  had 
b r o u g h t  g r e a t  b u s i n e s s  c h a n c e s  i n  t h e  t o w n s ;  and s o o n  we 
r u n  a g a i n s t  t h e  s e c o n d  g r e a t  e c o n o m ic  f a c t  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .
T h i s  s e c o n d  e c o n o m i c  f a c t  was  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a l l  
t h e  g r e a t  new m a c h i n e r y  o f  m o d ern  l i f e - - r a i l r o a d s , t e l e ­
p h o n e s ,  t e l e g r a p h s ,  b a n k s ,  c h a i n s  o f  b a n k s ,  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  
t r u s t s - - a l l  t h e  v a s t  m a c h i n e r y  o f  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  q u i c k l y  
and i n  g r e a t  vo lum e  w h i c h  h a s  made o u r  m e t h o d s  so  d i f f e r ­
e n t  f rom t h e  m e t h o d s  o f  o u r  g r a n d f a t h e r s .
To i n t r o d u c e  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  c r e d i t  s o c i e t i e s  f o r  t h e  f a r m e r .
P a g e  t o l d  a  s t o r y  h e  h ad  h e a r d  f r o m  D r .  Knapp.  H i s  p u r p o s e  was t o
s t r e s s  t h a t  p e o p l e  c o u l d  a c c o m p l i s h  more  and b e t t e r  w o rk  when t h e y
i n v e s t e d  t h e i r  t i m e  and e f f o r t  t o g e t h e r  t o  " c r e a t e  s o m e t h i n g . "
One Sunday  he  (D r .  Knapp)  fo u n d  h i m s e l f  i n  a  v i l l a g e  i n  
one  o f  t h e  c o t t o n  s t a t e s  and he  w e n t  t o  c h u r c h  w i t h  t h e  
f r i e n d  a t  w h o se  h o u s e  he  was  s t a y i n g .  The p r e a c h e r  made 
a n  e l a b o r a t e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e b t s  and n e e d s  o f  t h e  
c h u r c h .  The r o o f  l e a k e d ,  some o f  t h e  b e n c h e s  n e e d e d  mend­
i n g .  They m u s t  r a i s e  $10 0 i n  some way.  The M o t h e r s  Sew­
i n g  and C r a d l e  S o c i e t y  had g e n e r o u s l y  a r r a n g e d  t o  h o l d  a 
f a i r  and t o  g i v e  a n  o y s t e r  s u p p e r  ( c a n n e d  o y s t e r s  o f  c o u r s e )
. . . T h a t  w as  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  way t o  do t h e  t h i n g - - t o  
w r i n g  $100  f r o m  t h e  p e o p l e  who d i d n ' t  h a v e  i t  t o  g i v e  and 
d i d n ' t  w i s h  t o  g i v e  i t  i f  t h e y  h a d .
On h i s  way home.  D r .  Knapp p a s s e d  a n  u n c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d  whose
own er  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  c h u r c h .  Knapp p e r s u a d e d  t h e  man t o  " g i v e  one
y e a r ' s  u s e  o f  t h e  f i e l d  t o  t h e  c h u r c h . "
The men o f  t h e  c h u r c h - - r a t h e r  I  s h o u l d  s a y  t h e  h u s b a n d s  o f  
t h e  women o f  t h e  c h u r c h - - a g r e e d  t o  w ork  t h e  f i e l d .  So d i d
t h e  you ng  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  S u n d ay  S c h o o l .  Dr.  Knapp s e n t  them
en o u g h  s e l e c t e d  c o t t o n  s e e d  t o  p l a n t  i t  and one o f  h i s  
d e m o n s t r a t o r s  t o  show them how t o  d o  i t .  E v e r y b o d y  v o l u n ­
t e e r e d  a  d a y ' s  w o r k .  I t  was a  f r o l i c - - s o r t  o f  p i c n i c - - t o  
work  t h e  c h u r c h  f i e l d .  The f a i r  and o y s t e r  s u p p e r  y i e l d e d  
l e s s  t h a n  $20 n e t  and  e v e r y b o d y  b e g r u d g e d  t h e  money.  The 
f i e l d  o f  c o t t o n  b r o u g h t  more  t h a n  $200 and e v e r y b o d y  f e l t  
g l a d  t h a t  he had w o rk e d  a  d a y  o r  a h a l f  d a y  i n  i t .
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F o l l o w i n g  t h i s  s t o r y  P a g e  d e s c r i b e d  how a  man named R a i f f e i s e n
h a d  em p lo y ed  t h e  same p r i n c i p l e  " s i x t y  y e a r s  ag o  i n  Germany" when he
" o r g a n i z e d  a  s o c i e t y  o f  p o o r  f a r m e r s  who w ould  b an d  t h e m s e l v e s
t o g e t h e r  t o  b o r r o w  s m a l l  sums o f  money . . . "  R e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e
" p e c u l i a r  c o n d i t i o n s "  u n d e r  w h i c h  members  o f  s u c h  s o c i e t i e s  b o r r o w
m o n ey ,  t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  s a i d ,  " E v e r y  member o f  a  l o c a l  s o c i e t y
b i n d s  h i m s e l f  f o r  a l l  t h e  d e b t s  o f  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  members t o  t h e
s o c i e t y .  T h e r e  i s  an  u n l i m i t e d  l i a b i l i t y .  E v e r y  s o c i e t y  i s  s t r i c t l y
l o c a l  so t h a t  e v e r y  member w i l l  and  m u s t  know e v e r y  o t h e r  member and
c a n  h a v e  a  f r i e n d l y  and  n e i g h b o r l y  k n o w le d g e  o f  h i s  m e t h o d s  o f  d o i n g
b u s i n e s s ;  and  i t  i s  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  e v e r y  member t o  h e l p
e v e r y  o t h e r  member t o  make h i s  l o a n  p r o f i t a b l e . "
D r a m a t i z i n g  t h e  t r a n s f o r m i n g  power  o f  s u c h  a  s o c i e t y  on a
c o m m u n i ty .  P ag e  r e l a t e d  t h e  t a l e  o f  two n e i g h b o r s  he h ad  h e a r d  a b o u t
f r o m  S i r  H o r a c e  P l u n k e t t :
The men w e r e  q u a r r e l s o m e - - m o r e  q u a r r e l s o m e  w e r e  t h e i r  
w i v e s .  No f a m i l y  had much t o  d o  w i t h  an y  n e i g h b o r i n g  
f a m i l y - - e x c e p t  t o  c r i t i c i z e  i t - - a n d  t h e y  w e re  a l l  h o p e ­
l e s s l y  p o o r .
A f t e r  t h e y  w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  a  c r e d i t  s o c i e t y ,
P a t  b o r r o w e d  $50 t o  buy  a d d i t i o n a l  l a n d  and so  o n .  P a t  
and  Mike d e s p i s e d  one a n o t h e r  and had e x p r e s s e d  t h e  
p o l i t e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  n e i t h e r  was  w o r t h  h e l l  room,  w h i c h  
S i r  H o r a c e ,  h i m s e l f  a n  I r i s h m a n ,  r e m a r k e d  was t r u e .
Very w e l l ;  i n  a  l i t t l e  w h i l e  Mike c o n c l u d e d  h e ' d  
go t o  s e e  P a t  and s e e  how he was  g e t t i n g  on w i t h  h i s  
new cow. For  t h e y  w e re  e q u a l l y  bound t o  pay  f o r  h e r .
B r i d g e t  was d o i n g  v e r y  w e l l  w i t h  t h e  cow.  B r i d g e t  
w a s n ' t  s u c h  a n  i n f e r n a l l y  q u a r r e l s o m e  woman a f t e r  a l l .
P a t  s oon  r e t u r n e d  t h e  c a l l  t o  s e e  w h a t  Mike was  d o i n g  
w i t h  h i s  new l a n d .  Mike was  w o r k i n g  i t  p r e t t y  w e l l .
T h e r e  m i g h t  be  s o m e t h i n g  good i n  t h a t  f e l l o w  a f t e r  a l l .
And so  a l l  a r o u n d  t h a t  q u a r r e l s o m e  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  fam­
i l i e s  came t o  know one a n o t h e r  by h e l p i n g  one a n o t h e r  
and  by b e i n g  bound i n  a  common bond .  The w h o le  commu­
n i t y  c h a n g e d .  They o r g a n i z e d  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  o t h e r  
p u r p o s e s .  They s av e d  t h e m s e l v e s  and t h e y  ca n  now
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command c a p i t a l  f o r  any p r o d u c t i v e  e n t e r p r i s e  t h e y  h a v e .
I n  u r g i n g  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  c o n s i d e r  s p o n s o r i n g  a l o c a l  c r e d i t  
s o c i e t y  f o r  s m a l l  f a r m e r s ,  Page d e t a i l e d  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  t o  
f o l l o w :
. . . f i r s t ,  t o  f i n d  a  communi ty  o f  f a r m e r s  who a r e  w i l l ­
i n g  t o  b o r r o w  money c h e a p  and f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  on such  
c o n d i t i o n s  e a c h  t o  p l e d g e  h i m s e l f  f o r  t h e  o t h e r ' s  d e b t .
L e t  them o r g a n i z e .  L e t  them  a p p o i n t  a  m a n a g i n g  c o m m i t t e e .
L e t  t h e  m a n a g i n g  c o m m i t t e e  p a s s  on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  and 
r e j e c t  o r  a p p r o v e  them.  L e t  them s e l e c t  a  c a s h i e r ,  who 
i s  t h e  o n l y  p a i d  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and who i s ,  
i n  f a c t ,  l i t t l e  more  t h a n  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  b o o k k e e p e r .
Then t h e  money m u s t  be  g o t  a t  f i r s t  f r o m  some o u t ­
s i d e  s o u r c e .  I n  a  l i t t l e  w h i l e  t h e s e  s o c i e t i e s  w i l l  have
money o f  t h e i r  own, f o r  t h e i r  members wo uld  d e p o s i t  t h e i r  
e a r n i n g s  w i t h  them a s  i n  a s a v i n g s  b a n k .  B u t  a t  f i r s t
somebody m u s t  l e n d  t h e  money.
. . . C a l l  a  m e e t i n g  o f  men i n  R a l e i g h  who a r e  w i l l ­
i n g  t o  l e n d  a  l i t t l e  money a t  6% f o r  s ay  f o u r  y e a r s  on 
t h i s  b e s t  o f  a l l  s e c u r i t y ,  t o  be  p a i d  b a c k  i n  i n s t a l l ­
m e n t s :  an d  l e t  u s  g e t  t o g e t h e r  a  few t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s .
Th en  f i n d  a  n e i g h b o r h o o d  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  men w i l l
b an d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  way I  h a v e  d e s c r i b e d  t o
b o r r o w  i t  and p u t  i t  t o  p r o d u c t i v e  u s e s .
T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  a d d r e s s  P ag e  made e x t e n s i v e  u s e
o f  i l l u s t r a t i v e  m a t e r i a l ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  w h i c h  was  d e r i v e d  f rom h i s
own e x p e r i e n c e  and e n c o u n t e r s .
P ag e  a m p l i f i e d  t h e  ec onomic  p r o b l e m  f a c i n g  r u r a l  i n t e r e s t s  by
c o m p a r i n g  and c o n t r a s t i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  l i f e
i n  t h e  c i t y  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  f a r m  commun i ty .  He a l s o  u s e d  t h e  same
d e v i c e  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a  c r e d i t  s o c i e t y  a s  o p p o s ed  t o  a  j o i n t
s t o c k  company and a  m o r t g a g e .
W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  u r b a n  and  r u r a l  l i f e .  P ag e  e x p l a i n e d :
A town i s  an  o r g a n i z a t i o n :  I t  i s  t h a t  f a c t  w h i c h  d i s t i n
g u i s h e s  i t  f r o m  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I n  t h e  c o u n t r y  e v e r y  fa rm  
s t a n d s  a l o n e .  I t  h a s  v e r y  few r e l a t i o n s  t o  an y  o t h e r .  I n  
t h e  c i t y ,  t r a d e ,  f i n a n c e ,  s o c i a l  l i f e - - e v e r y t h i n g  i s  
o r g a n i z e d ,  f r om  t h e  Board  o f  T r a d e  t o  t h e  D a u g h t e r s  o f
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R e b e c c a .
The town i s  o r g a n i z e d  l i f e ;  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  u n o r g a n ­
i z e d  l i f e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  c o u n t s .
Add t o  t h a t  f a c t  t h i s  o t h e r  f a c t - - t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  
towns o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w e re  b e c o m i n g  o r g a n i z e d  when 
f a r m i n g  was g r e a t l y  o v e r d o n e  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  u n d e r p a i d .
The more  e f f i c i e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  town had a n  a d v e r s e
e f f e c t  on  t h e  r u r a l  communi ty :
The m o s t  e n t e r p r i s i n g  men w e r e  g o i n g  t o  t h e  town .  The 
l e a s t  e n t e r p r i s i n g  men w e re  s t a y i n g  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .
T h i s  was t h e  p e r i o d  when t h e  a v e r a g e  f a r m e r  was  a  mere  
c l o d h o p p e r ,  a  h a y s e e d ,  a  man who managed  h i s  l i t t l e  
r e s o u r c e s  s o  b a d l y  t h a t  h e  was  i n  d e b t  t o  somebody i n  
t h e  town.  Somebody i n  t h e  town t a x e d  h im  and owned 
h im ;  and o f  c o u r s e  t h a t  made h i s  l o t  w o r s e  and w o r s e .
What he  o u g h t  t o  h a v e  h a d  a s  h i s  own p r o f i t  w e n t  a s  
p r o f i t  t o  some m a s t e r  i n  some town .
T h u s ,  P ag e  an n o u n c ed  t h a t  t h e  " m o s t  f u n d a m e n t a l  a d v a n t a g e  t h e  town
man h a s  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y  man i s  h i s  a c c e s s  t o  money t o  do b u s i n e s s
w i t h . "
I n  a m p l i f y i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  a  c r e d i t  s o c i e t y  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e
f a r m e r  w i t h  a  r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e  o f  c a p i t a l .  P ag e  a s k e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o
o b s e r v e  t h a t  s u c h  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was " i n  some i m p o r t a n t  r e s p e c t s  . .
t h e  a n t i t h e s i s  o f  t h e  j o i n t  s t o c k  company w i t h  w h i c h  we a r e  f a m i l i a r
an d  w h i c h  c o l o r s  a l l  o u r  t h o u g h t : "
A j o i n t  s t o c k  company ( a n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  company o r  c o r ­
p o r a t i o n )  i s  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l  t o  h i r e  men. A 
R a i f f e i s e n  c r e d i t  s o c i e t y  i s  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l  
t o  h i r e  money.
A c o r p o r a t i o n  i s  a  company t o  make a s  much money a s  
p o s s i b l e .  A R a i f f e i s e n  c r e d i t  s o c i e t y  i s  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
t o  make a s  l i t t l e  money a s  money c a n  be  b o r r o w e d  f o r  on 
t h e  s a f e s t  p o s s i b l e  t e r m s .
A c o r p o r a t i o n  i s  a  company i n  w h i c h  s h a r e h o l d e r s  
a r e  u s u a l l y  l i a b l e  o n l y  f o r  t h e  amo unt  o f  t h e i r  s t o c k .
I n  a  R a i f f e i s e n  s o c i e t y  a  member i s  l i a b l e  f o r  a l l  t h e  
d e b t s  t o  t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  a l l  t h e  mem ber s .
A c o r p o r a t i o n  i s  a  m a c h i n e  t o  make money. A 
R a i f f e i s e n  c r e d i t  s o c i e t y  i s  a  m a c h i n e  t o  make m e n - - b y
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t r a i n i n g  them t o  u s e  m o n e y - - t o  b r i n g  men who a r e  b e l o w  
t h e  c r e d i t  l i n e  a b o v e  i t - - t o  g i v e  t h e  s m a l l  f a r m e r  a  
c h a n c e  t o  command c a p i t a l  and a t  l e a s t  a s  good t e r m s  a s  
t h e  c i t y  m e r c h a n t  and  m a n u f a c t u r e r .
P ag e  a l s o  co m p ared  t h e  c r e d i t  s o c i e t y  w i t h  " a n y  m o r t g a g e  p l a n
o f  b o r r o w i n g "  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  f o r m e r :
. . . t h e y  band  men t o g e t h e r  so  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  o b l i g e d  
t o  h e l p  one a n o t h e r .
C o n s i d e r  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e .  A man m o r t g a g e s  h i s  
l a n d  and g e t s  money.  He d o e s n ' t  e v e n  l i k e  t o  l e t  h i s  
n e i g h b o r  know he h a s  d o n e  s u c h  a  t h i n g .  He c a r r i e s  h i s  
b u r d e n  a l o n e .
A n o t h e r  man p l e d g e s  h i m s e l f  t o  h e l p  h i s  n e i g h b o r  
b o r r o w  and h i s  n e i g h b o r  r e t u r n s  t h e  c o m p l i m e n t .  They a r e  
b o t h  i n  t h e  same b o a t .  No t  o n l y  d o e s  e a c h  know t h e  
o t h e r ' s  c o n d i t i o n :  e a c h  i s  bound t o  h e l p  t h e  o t h e r .  T h e r e  
i s  a w o r l d  o f  d i f f e r e n c e .
P ag e u s e d  c o m p a r i s o n s  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  
t ow n and f a r m  and t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h  t o  p r o v i d e  a  means  
t o  a  b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  two. The same d e v i c e s  w e re  em p lo y ed  t o  m a g n i f y  t h e  
a d v a n t a g e  o f  a  R a i f f e i s e n  c r e d i t  s o c i e t y  o v e r  o t h e r  m eans  o f  b o r r o w i n g .
Page u t i l i z e d  e x a m p l e s  t o  a m p l i f y  t h e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  had o c c u r r e d  
s i n c e  h i s  boyh oo d w h i c h  h ad  d i c t a t e d  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  
w o r l d  and v a r i o u s  m e t h o d s  d e s i g n e d  t o  h e l p  t h e  f a r m e r  become more p r o s ­
p e r o u s  and manage h i s  money w i s e l y .  R e f e r r i n g  t o  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  
w h i c h  had  demanded a  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  econom ic  l i f e ,  P ag e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  h i s  own f a t h e r  who:
. . .  a s  a  boy  w e n t  w i t h  my g r a n d f a t h e r ' s  c a r a v a n  o f  
w a g o n s ,  l o a d e d  w i t h  c o t t o n ,  a l l  t h e  way f r o m  Wake County  
t o  P e t e r s b u r g ,  V i r g i n i a ,  t o  s e l l  i t - - o v e r  m i s e r a b l e  
r o a d s ,  c a m p in g  by  t h e  r o a d s i d e  a t  n i g h t  and t a k i n g  a 
week  t o  make t h e  j o u r n e y  e i t h e r  w ay;  and i n  t h o s e  d a y s  
h o g s h e a d s  o f  t o b a c c o  w e r e  r o l l e d  f r o m  G r a n v i l l e  c o u n t y  
t o  m a r k e t  a t  P e t e r s b u r g .  Now t h i n k  o f  a l l  t h e  o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n  o f  b u s i n e s s  t h a t  came b e t w e e n  t h a t  p r i m i t i v e  t ime 
and o u r  own d a y .  T h a t  i s  w h a t  I  mean by t h e  modern 
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d .
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D i s c u s s i n g  s e v e r a l  m e t h o d s  d e s i g n e d  t o  h e l p  o r g a n i z e  c o u n t r y  
l i f e ,  t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  p r a i s e d :
1. " t h e  s i m p l e  and  f u n d a m e n t a l  met hod  o f  f i e l d  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  w ork e d  o u t  by  Dr .  K n a p p , "
2.  " c o r n  c l u b s  and  c a n n i n g  c l u b s - - t h e s e  a r e  t h e  
f i r s t  s t e p s  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  b o t h  men 
and  women,"  and
3.  ec o n o m ic  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  " c o o p e r a t i v e  b u y i n g  
and s e l l i n g .  T h i s  h e l p e d  Denmark t o  l e a p  f r om  
t h e  p l a c e  o f  one o f  t h e  p o o r e s t  n a t i o n s  o f
E u ro p e  t o  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  m o s t  e v e n l y  d i s t r i b u t e d
p r o s p e r i t y .  . . . "
E m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  a  c r e d i t  s o c i e t y  t o  t e a c h  t h e
f a r m e r  how t o  manage money.  P ag e  c i t e d  " t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  more t h a n
h a l f  a  c e n t u r y "  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  i f  a  c o u n t r y  man and h i s  n e i g h b o r s  " a l l  
w o r k  t o g e t h e r  . . . t h e y  a l l  l e a r n  how t o  manage m o n ey - - b eco m e  e c o n o m i c  
men and  g e t  t h e m s e l v e s  ab o v e  t h e  c r e d i t  l i n e .  T h ese  s o c i e t i e s  grew i n  
Germany f r o m  1 , 7 0 0  i n  number  i n  1890 t o  1 5 , 0 0 0  i n  1910.  The a v e r a g e  
number  o f  members  o f  e a c h  s o c i e t y  i s  92 .  I n  1909 t h e y  l e n t  t o  t h e i r  
member s  more  t h a n  two h u n d r e d  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  an d  t h e y  had o u t s t a n d ­
i n g  l o a n s  o f  more  t h a n  f o u r  h u n d r e d  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s . "
P a g e ' s  c h o i c e  o f  e x a m p l e s ,  d r a w n  f r om  h i s  own e x p e r i e n c e  and 
k n o w l e d g e ,  a m p l i f i e d  h i s  r e a s o n i n g  and  s u p p l e m e n t e d  h i s  more  f r e q u e n t  
u s e  o f  d e t a i l e d  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .
I n  t h e  "Message  t o  t h e  C o u n t r y  Man" Page  e m ployed  a p p e a l s  t o  
s e l f - e s t e e m  and s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  t o  e n h a n c e  h i s  r e a s o n i n g .  As s u c h ,  
he  a p p e a l e d  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e ' s  p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  s t a t e  and t h e i r  h e r i t a g e  
a s  c o u n t r y  p e o p l e  and e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  c o m m o n w e a l th ' s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
g r o w t h  an d  w e a l t h .
S t r e s s i n g  t h e  n e e d  t o  t a k e  " c a r e  o f  o u r  l a n d "  a s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  
t o w a r d  c r e a t i n g  a  g r e a t  l i t e r a t u r e .  Page  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  p r i d e
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i n  t h e i r  s t a t e  a nd  t h e i r  h e r i t a g e  a s  c o u n t r y  p e o p l e  and e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  
c o m m o n w e a l th ' s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  g r o w t h  and w e a l t h .
S t r e s s i n g  t h e  nee d  t o  t a k e  " c a r e  o f  o u r  l a n d "  a s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  
t o w a r d  c r e a t i n g  a  g r e a t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  P ag e  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  p e o p l e ’ s 
p r i d e  i n  t h e  C a r o l i n a  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  " t h e  s m e l l  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  and . . . 
t h e  b loo m an d p e r f u m e  o f  o u r  f o r e s t s  and f i e l d s . "  He commented on  t h e  
j o y f u l  a w a r e n e s s  " t h a t  N a t u r e  gave  u s  e v e r y  r i o t  o f  h e r  b o u n t y  . . . "
To r e i n f o r c e  h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  s e c o n d  s t e p  i n  c r e a t i n g  a  
g r e a t  l i t e r a t u r e  was  "by t h e  c a r e  o f  o u r  p e o p l e , "  and a s  a  p r e l u d e  t o  
h i s  e m p h a s i s  on b u i l d i n g  up t h e  c o u n t r y  man.  P a g e  p r a i s e d  t h e  Old N o r t h  
S t a t e  a s  a n  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y :  " . . .  o u r  p e o p l e  a r e  c o u n t r y  p e o p l e .
We h a v e  no c i t i e s  y e t  and a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  t h e  g r e a t  e v i l s  o f  
g r e a t  c i t i e s  f o r  many a  y e a r  t o  come. I n  t h i s ,  a l s o ,  God i s  v e r y  good 
t o  u s . "  T h u s ,  t h e  s p e a k e r  i d e n t i f i e d  h i m s e l f  a s  one w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e ,  
i n v o k e d  t h e  a g r a r i a n  m y th ,  p l a c e d  a g r a r i a n i s m  an d t h e  p e o p l e  on t h e  
s i d e  o f  God,  an d i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Tar  H e e l s  w e r e  u n i q u e  f r o m  c i t y -  
d w e l l e r s  i n  a n  u r b a n  s o c i e t y .  A l t h o u g h  h i s  a u d i e n c e  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  
b e s t  m in d s  and h i g h e s t  l e v e l  o f  s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h i s  a p p e a l  t o  
t h e i r  a g r a r i a n  h e r i t a g e  p r o v i d e d  them t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  
e a c h  o t h e r  a s  " c o u n t r y  p e o p l e , "  p e o p l e  who p r e f e r r e d  t o  l i v e  c l o s e  t o  
n a t u r e .  Page  u t i l i z e d  a p p e a l s  t o  s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t  t o  h e i g h t e n  t h e  
a u d i e n c e ' s  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  g r o w t h  and w e a l t h  
t h r o u g h  a g r i c u l t u r e .  D e c l a r i n g  t h a t  i f  t h e  f a r m e r  had b o t h  good t r a i n ­
i n g  and a d e q u a t e  c a p i t a l ,  he  c o u l d  c r e a t e  u n i m a g i n a b l e  w e a l t h .  Pag e 
s a i d  :
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. . .  i f  e v e r y  a c r e  o f  good l a n d  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  w ere  
a s  s k i l l f u l l y  t i l l e d  by t h e  man t h a t  owns i t  . . . and i f  
h e  c o u l d  g e t  a l l  t h e  money t h a t  he  c o u l d  u s e  p r o d u c t i v e l y  
so  t h a t  he  c u l t i v a t e  h i s  l a n d  t o  t h e  v e r y  h i g h e s t  d e g r e e  
. . . i f  you  c a n  i m a g i n e  e v e r y  p r o d u c t i v e  a c r e  i n  t h e  
h an d s  o f  s u c h  a  c a p a b l e  man w i t h  c a p i t a l  en o u g h  f o r  h i s  
u s e s - - m e n  and b r e t h r e n ,  w h a t  c o u l d  t h a t  mean? C a l c u l a t e  
i t  i f  you  c a n ,  b u t  y o u  c a n ' t  c a l c u l a t e  i t .  . . . For  
t h e r e  i s  p o t e n t i a l  w e a l t h  en o u g h  b e t w e e n  o u r  m o u n t a i n s  
and  o u r  o c e a n - - w e a l t h  i n  t h e  s o i l - - t o  p u t  e v e r y  c i v i l i z a ­
t i o n  i n  h i s t o r y  t o  shame.
A g a i n  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  w h a t  m i g h t  be  a c c o m p l i s h e d
by  a  s k i l l e d  f a r m e r  who had  a c c e s s  t o  money and knew how t o  manage i t .
P ag e  p r o p h e s i e d :
T h e r e  i s  h a r d l y  a n  a c r e  o f  l a n d  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  t h a t  
wo uld  n o t  w e l l  r e p a y  t h e  w i s e  i n v e s t m e n t  o f  more  money 
on i t .  Mos t  o f  t h e  a c r e s  i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  a r e  bound to  
h av e  money s p e n t  on them b e f o r e  t h e y  c a n  y i e l d  good 
p r o f i t s .  And o n l y  a  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  t h e  l a n d  i n  N o r th  
C a r o l i n a  i s  y e t  u n d e r  any  k i n d  o f  c u l t i v a t i o n  a t  a l l .
T ry  t o  c a l c u l a t e  t h e  sum o f  money t h a t  c o u l d  be 
w i s e l y  s p e n t  on a l l  t h e  a r a b l e  l a n d  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  
i f  i t  w e re  a l l  w o rk e d  by men who know t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  
and c o u l d  manage money w i s e l y  . . . The s o o n e r  i t  comes 
t h e  s o o n e r  s h a l l  we come i n t o  t h e  w e a l t h  t h a t  a w a i t s  u s .
Our w e a l t h  and o u r  w e l l - b e i n g  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  a s  f a s t  a s  
we do i t .
A p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  c r e a t e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  w e a l t h  f o r  t h e  s t a t e .  Page  u r g e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t
" t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  R a i f f e i s e n  c r e d i t  s o c i e t y : "
You w i l l  s t a r t  a  g r e a t  movement  and make a  g r e a t  c h a p t e r  
i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  h i s t o r y .  You w i l l  be  s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  
how r a p i d l y  t h e  i d e a  w i l l  grow and s p r e a d  and how many 
m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  w i l l  s o o n  go t h r o u g h  t h e s e  c h a n n e l s  
t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  s o i l  and  t o  t h e  
m ak ing  o f  o u r  f a r m e r s  i n t o  b u s i n e s s  men.
The o r a t o r ' s  u s e  o f  t h e  m o t i v e s  o f  s e l f - e s t e e m  and s e l f -
f u l f i l l i r -  i n d i c a t e  h i s  s t r a t e g y  o f  a p p e a l i n g  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e ' s
p r i d e  i n  w ha t  t h e y  had and p o t e n t i a l  f o r  w h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  a c h i e v e .
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As t h e  t i t l e  i n d i c a t e s ,  i n  "M e ssag e  t o  t h e  C o u n t r y  M a n , "  Page
a g a i n  em p lo y ed  a  p l a i n ,  d i r e c t  y e t  e x p r e s s i v e  s t y l e .  I n  c h o o s i n g  h i s
w o r d s ,  t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  em p lo y ed  f a m i l i a r  e x p r e s s i o n s ,  common 
l a n g u a g e  and d i s p l a y e d  h i s  a w a r e n e s s  o f  o r a l  s t y l e .
A t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  h i s  s p e e c h .  P a g e  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a  w o u l d  e n j o y  a  b u r s t  o f  l i t e r a r y  g r e a t n e s s  when h e r  l a n d  and 
h e r  p e o p l e  w e r e  d e v e l o p e d .  A f t e r  l a u d i n g  t h e  s t a t e ' s  p r o g r e s s  i n  c a r ­
i n g  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  he t u r n e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  
c o u n t r y  p e o p l e .  I n  d o i n g  so  he  a n n o u n c e d ,  " I  now come t o  my m u t t o n  by 
a  d i f f e r e n t  p a t h  i n  t h e  p a s t u r e  . . . "  He a l s o  sp o k e  o f  two men i n  a 
c r e d i t  s o c i e t y  a s  " b o t h  i n  t h e  same b o a t "  and d e c l a r e d  t h e r e  i s  " a  
w o r l d  o f  d i f f e r e n c e "  i n  t h e i r  c o n c e r n  f o r  e a c h  o t h e r .
P a g e  u s e d  common w o r d s  i n  s u c h  a  way a s  t o  add a f r e s h  em p h a s i s  
t o  h i s  m e s s a g e .  T h u s ,  he  d e c l a r e d  " o u r  p e o p l e  a r e  c o u n t r y  p e o p l e , "
" t h e  j o b  i s  t o  b u i l d  up t h e  man and he  w i l l  b u i l d  up t h e  s o i l , "  and 
" f r e e d o m  b e g e t s  f r e e d o m . "  I n  p r a i s i n g  h i s  n a t i v e  s t a t e  he  sp o k e  o f  
" t h e  t o n i c  o f  o u r  a i r  and t h e  b l u e  o f  o u r  sky  and t h e  s l o p e  o f  o u r  h i l l s  
and t h e  q u i e t  r i c h n e s s  o f  o u r  l o w l a n d s  e v e n  t o  t h e  o c e a n  . . . I t  i s  a 
good l a n d  t o  l i v e  i n  a n d ,  when one m u s t  d i e ,  a  good l a n d  t o  d i e  i n . "
As i n  h i s  p r e v i o u s  s p e e c h e s .  P a g e  d i s p l a y e d  h i s  c o n c e r n  f o r
o r a l  s t y l e .  S c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  s p e e c h  a r e  e x p r e s s i o n s  s u c h  a s :
" a s  men grow o l d e r  (you w i l l  a g r e e  w i t h  m e ) , "  " I  p r a y  y o u r  p a t i e n c e  
w h i l e  I  e x p l a i n  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  t h a t  you  a l r e a d y  k n o w , "  " L e t  me t e l l  you 
how i t  i s  d o n e  i n  G e rm an y , "  and " i f  you w i l l  f o l l o w  m e . "
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A s s e s s m e n t
I n  " M e s s ag e  t o  t h e  C o u n t r y  M a n , "  P ag e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a  
theme o f  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  f a r m e r  w i t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  r i g h t  
t r a i n i n g  and s u f f i c i e n t  c a p i t a l  t o  o p e r a t e  a  m odern  f a rm .  As he  had 
d o n e  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  he  a d v o c a t e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c r e d i t  s o c i e t i e s  
a s  t h e  b e s t  m eans  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a n  a d e q u a t e  s o u r c e  o f  c r e d i t .  I n  so 
d o i n g ,  he a g a i n  r e a s o n e d  f r o m  t h e  p r e m i s e s  t h a t  ec o n o m ic  p r o g r e s s  
o c c u r s  when men a r e  p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d  and t h a t  t h e  S o u t h  i s  a n  a g r a r ­
i a n  s o c i e t y .  He a l s o  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  S o u t h  n ee d ed  t o  a c h i e v e  a 
b a l a n c e  o f  pow er  b e t w e e n  i n d u s t r i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t s .
Page em p lo y e d  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  c o m p a r i s o n s ,  e x a m p l e s ,  a p p e a l s  
t o  s e l f - e s t e e m  and s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  and e x p r e s s i v e  s t y l e  t o  a m p l i f y  
h i s  t h o u g h t s .  A f f o r d e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more  t i m e  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  L i t e r a r y  
and H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  R a l e i g h  t h a n  he  had a t  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  
C o n f e r e n c e  e i g h t  m o n t h s  e a r l i e r ,  he  p r e s e n t e d  a  more  d e t a i l e d  e x p l a n a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  m e th o d  and b e n e f i t s  o f  a  c r e d i t  s o c i e t y .  H i s  c h o i c e  o f  
a m p l i f i c a t o r y  m a t e r i a l  r e f l e c t e d  h i s  own k n o w le d g e  and e x p e r i e n c e .  I n  
t h i s  m a n n e r ,  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  c r e d i b i l i t y  a s s e r t e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f l u ­
e n c e  .
W h i l e  l a m e n t i n g  t h e  " u n o r g a n i z e d  l i f e "  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  and t h e  
" l o p s i d e d "  r e l a t i o n s h i p  f a v o r i n g  t h e  u r b a n  b u s i n e s s m a n ,  a t  no p o i n t  d i d  
t h e  New York  e d i t o r  and f r i e n d  o f  t h e  R o c k e f e l l e r s  and o t h e r  b u s i n e s s -  
m e n - p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s  d i s p a r a g e  B i g  B u s i n e s s .  To t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  he 
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  "money t r u s t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s "  a s  " t h e  n a t u r a l  and 
n e c e s s a r y  r e s u l t  o f  o u r  f i n a n c i a l  and e c o n o m ic  o r g a n i z a t i o n - - o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n  by t h e  town f o r  t h e  t o w n , "  and " n o t  a  c o n s c i o u s l y  m a l e v o l e n t  body
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o f  men who s a t  down and  d e l i b e r a t e l y  made t h i s  m a c h i n e r y  t h a t  d r a w s  o u r  
money w i t h i n  t h e i r  u s e s . "
D e s p i t e  i t s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  t h a t  Page w ou ld  a d d r e s s  
t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  News and O b s e r v e r ' s  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  s p e e c h  was 
b r i e f ,  c o n f i n i n g  i t s e l f  t o  a  r e p o r t  w i t h  l i t t l e  a n a l y s i s  and no e v a l u a ­
t i o n .  T h i s  i n d i f f e r e n c e  may be  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  J o s e p h u s  
D a n i e l s ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  p a p e r ,  and Page h ad  a l l  b u t  s e v e r e d  t h e i r  r e l a ­
t i o n s h i p  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  B a s s e t t  a f f a i r  n i n e  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  o r  t h a t  
t h e  p a p e r  was  s i m p l y  u n i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  r e m a r k s .  The 
O b s e r v e r  d i d  n o t  m e n t i o n  h i s  p l e a  t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t o  s p o n s o r  a l o c a l  
c r e d i t  s o c i e t y ,  co m m en t in g  o n l y  t h a t  P ag e  "h ad  o f f e r e d  h i m s e l f  t o  come 
down h e r e  and h e l p  t o  wake up t h e  w ho le  o f  t h i s  w o r l d . " 3 0
W h i l e  P a g e ' s  a d d r e s s  f a i l e d  t o  a r o u s e  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  
p a p e r ,  t h e  "M e s s ag e  t o  t h e  C o u n t r y  Man" d i d  c a p t u r e  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  a  
l o c a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m m i s s io n .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m  a t  t h e  R a l e i g h  
A u d i t o r i u m ,  t h e  s p e a k e r  w r o t e :
H e r e  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  N.C.  L i t e r a r y  and  H i s t o r i c a l  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  hoop  ( s i c )  , worked 
up by  Conn or  and Poe and  s u c h  y o u n g  f e l l o w s ,  i n  
t h e  new a u d i t o r i u m ,  w h e re  a t  l e a s t  3 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  
came .  C o nnor  r e a d  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  p a p e r  
on t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  D e v e lo p m e n t  o f  D emocra cy  i n  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a .  Then I  s p o k e  on  "The C o u n t r y  M a n , "  t h e  
s p e e c h  a b o u t  R a i f f e i s e n  c r e d i t  s o c i e t i e s .  I t  s e t  
them a l l  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i t ,  and t o d a y  (Dec .  4 )  t h e  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  Commiss ion ( i s  t h a t  t h e  name?)  i n v i t e d  
me t o  a d d r e s s  them ,  ( t h e y  b e i n g  i n  s e s s i o n  h e r e ) . 31
W h i l e  t h e  "M essage  t o  t h e  C o u n t r y  Man" a p p a r e n t l y  f a i l e d  t o
s t i m u l a t e  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a f a r m e r ' s  c r e d i t  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  s p e e c h  d o e s
3 ° I b i d .
3 ^ P ag e  N o t e b o o k ,  Page  MSS.
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p r o v i d e  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  P a g e ' s  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  a s  an  a g r a r i a n  
s o c i e t y .  The o r a t i o n  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  e x p a n d i n g  i n t e r e s t  o f  a 
o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n a l  sp o k esm an  t o  combine  e c o n o m ic  a s s i s t a n c e  and 
r i g h t  t r a i n i n g .
" C o u n t r y  L i f e "
On J a n u a r y  27 ,  1 9 1 3 ,  two m o n th s  a f t e r  he  had sp o k en  i n  R a l e i g h ,  
P a g e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  S o u t h  and d e l i v e r e d  a n  a d d r e s s  e n t i t l e d  " C o u n t r y  
L i f e "  t o  a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C h a r l e s t o n ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  Chamber o f  
Commerce.  A l t h o u g h  no c o p y  o f  h i s  s p e e c h  r e m a i n s ,  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  h i s  
a d d r e s s  i n  t h e  C h a r l e s t o n  News and C o u r i e r ^ ^  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he  a g a i n  
d e v e l o p e d  t h e  theme o f  s k i l l e d  t r a i n i n g  and ec o n o m ic  a s s i s t a n c e  a s  t h e  
s o l u t i o n  t o  r u r a l  p r o b l e m s .
Page  was t h e  s p e c i a l  g u e s t  o f  t h e  Chamber o f  Commerce and 
s h a r e d  t h e  p l a t f o r m  w i t h  f o r m e r  G o v e r n o r  D. C l i n c h  Heyward ,  F r a n c i s  
W a r r i n g t o n  Dawson and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  p r e s i d e n t  and s e c r e t a r y  
W i l l i a m  D. H a r v e y  and A.D.  S n e l l .  The p r o g r a m  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  l a r g ­
e s t  g a t h e r i n g  o f  members  i n  t h e  C h a m b e r ' s  h i s t o r y ,  t w o - h u n d r e d -  
s e v e n t y - f i v e  b u s i n e s s m e n .  The News and C o u r i e r  i n f o r m e d  i t s  r e a d e r s :
The v e r y  b a c k b o n e  o f  m o s t  t h a t  i s  good i n  C h a r l e s t o n  was  
r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  l a s t  n i g h t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
l e a d i n g  b u s i n e s s m e n  and p l a n t e r s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  l a w y e r s ,  
p h y s i c i a n s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  e d u c a t o r s  and men f r o m  o t h e r  
p r o f e s s i o n s  and v o c a t i o n s ,  a l l  a p p e a r i n g  t o  have  i n  mind 
a  s i n g l e ,  common p u r p o s e .  The u p b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e i r  common 
c i t y .  C h a r l e s t o n .
A d d i t i o n a l  s p e c i a l  g u e s t s  i n c l u d e d  Mayor J o h n  P.  G r a c e ,  R e a r  A d m i r a l  
J am e s  M. Helm,  U . S . N . ,  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n  L. S h e p p a r d  o f  t h e  M e r c h a n t ' s  
E x c h a n g e ,  P r e s i d e n t  D a n i e l  L. S i n k l e r  o f  t h e  Com merc ia l  C l u b ,  and 
-^^News and O b s e r v e r  ( C h a r l e s t o n ) ,  J a n u a r y  28 ,  1913.
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P r e s i d e n t  S e i g n i o u s  o f  t h e  C o t t o n  E x c h a n g e . 33
I n  i n t r o d u c i n g  Page  a s  " t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  e v e n ­
i n g , "  P r e s i d e n t  H a r v ey  commented t h a t  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  W o r l d ' s Work "was 
one who had  l a b o r e d  f o r  t h e  whole  n a t i o n  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  S o u t h . "  
He e x p r e s s e d  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  ' " i f  Woodrow W i l s o n  i s  w h a t  we t h i n k  he  
i s '  he  w i l l  c a l l  Mr. P ag e  t o  a  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  c a b i n e t . "  H i s  g u e s t  
r e s p o n d e d  "when y o u ,  s i r ,  a r e  e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t ,  I  s h a l l  know w h e re  t o  
a p p l y  and n o t  b e f o r e . "34
The n e w s p a p e r  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  Pag e w e n t  on t o  d e l i v e r  " a  s t r i k i n g  
a d d r e s s ,  i n  d i r e c t  and s l e d g e - h a m m e r  s t y l e ,  m ak in g  a  number  o f  i n t e r e s t ­
i n g  s u g g e s t i o n s  a s  t o  how t h e  S o u t h  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  c o a s t a l  s e c t i o n  
o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  c o u l d  s o l v e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  f i l l i n g  u n u s e d  f a r m  
l a n d s  w i t h  good f a r m e r s . "  As s u c h ,  he  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  p r o b l e m  a s  k e e p ­
i n g  good men on t h e  f a r m s  and b r i n g i n g  t h e  r i g h t  k i n d  o f  men t o  j o i n  
them.  The News and C o u r i e r  l i s t e d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  s o l u t i o n s  he  p r o p o s e d :
1. E s t a b l i s h  c r e d i t  s o c i e t i e s  t o  p e r m i t  f a r m e r s  t o  
b o r r o w  money a s  c h e a p l y  a s  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  
i n  t h e  c i t y .
2 .  A d v e r t i z e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  
f a r m  l a n d .
3 .  E n c o u r a g e  l o c a l  b an k s  t o  o f f e r  r e a s o n a b l e  l o a n s
t o  i n d u c e  new f a r m e r s  t o  move i n t o  t h e  a r e a .
4 .  I n s t i t u t e  p r o g r a m s  n o t  o n l y  t o  a t t r a c t  newcom ers  
b u t  a l s o  t o  make them f e e l  we lcome a f t e r  t h e y  
a r r i v e .
5 .  C o n s i d e r  a  p r o g r a m  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p u r c h a s i n g  l a n d
and  g i v i n g  i t  away t o  f a r m e r s  who p r o v e  t h a t
t h e y  c a n  c u l t i v a t e  i t  p r o p e r l y .
A l t h o u g h  b r i e f ,  t h e  p r e s s  r e p o r t  o f  " C o u n t r y  L i f e "  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  P a g e ,  i n  s p e a k i n g  t o  an  a u d i e n c e  composed o f  C h a r l e s t o n ' s  l e a d i n g
33i b i d .
34ibid .
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l e a d i n g  b u s i n e s s m e n  and f i n a n c i e r s ,  r e a s o n e d  f r o m  t h e  p r e m i s e s  t h a t  
e c o n o m i c  p r o g r e s s  o c c u r s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  w e l l - t r a i n e d  
w o r k e r s ,  t h a t  t h e  S o u t h  i s  a n  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y  and  t h a t  an  e q u i l i b r i u m  
i n  e c o n o m ic  power  n e e d s  t o  be  r e a c h e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  u r b a n  and r u r a l  
c o m m u n i t i e s .
" C o u n t r y  L i f e "  was  t h e  t h i r d  s p e e c h  d e l i v e r e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h  
w i t h i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a  y e a r  i n  w h i c h  P a g e  combined t h e  nee d  f o r  e d u c a ­
t i o n  and f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  r e t u r n i n g  t h e  S o u t h  t o  
p r o s p e r i t y .  The o n l y  d i r e c t  q u o t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  s p e e c h  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  
p a p e r  was  t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n ' s  d e c l a r a t i o n  "Your  c i t y  . . .  i s  g o i n g  
a h e a d  o n l y  a s  f a s t  a s  y o u r  b a c k  l a n d  i s  c u l t i v a t e d .  C i t i e s  and a l l  
e l s e ,  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  d ep e n d  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  on t h e  q u a l i t y  
o f  t h e  man who c u l t i v a t e s  t h e  l a n d  w h i c h  he  owns h i m s e l f . "  T h i s  s t a t e ­
m e n t ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  W i l l i a m  J e n n i n g s  B ry an  i n  "The C ro s s  o f  
G o l d , " 3 5  c a p s u l i z e d  t h e  a g r a r i a n  myth an d  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  r o l e  
i n  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S o u t h .
" O p e n i n g  R em a rk s "  and "Summary by  t h e  C h a i rm an "
Due t o  t h e  i l l n e s s  o f  R o b e r t  C. Ogden,  Page  p r e s i d e d  a s  c h a i r ­
man o v e r  t h e  S i x t e e n t h  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  A p r i l  16- 
18 ,  1913 ,  i n  R ichmond ,  V i r g i n i a .  I n  t h i s  o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y ,  he d e l i v ­
e r e d  b r i e f  a d d r e s s e s  w e lc o m i n g  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  s e s s i o n  and 
i n  c l o s i n g  t h e  f i n a l  s e s s i o n .  I n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  e x p a n d i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  was  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  2 , 1 4 8  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f r o m
35W i l l i a m  J e n n i n g s  B r y a n .  The F i r s t  B a t t l e  ( C h i c a g o :  W.B. Conkey
1SQ6't n 905Company, 896) ,  p. 2 .
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t w e n t y - n i n e  s t a t e s ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a ,  C a n a d a ,  and A u s t r a l i a n s  
The Richmond m e e t i n g  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  e x p a n d i n g  s c o p e  o f  t h e  
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h .  The e v e n i n g  s e s s i o n s  o v e r  w h i c h  
P a g e  p r e s i d e d  w e re  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  theme  o f  " t h e  b u i l d i n g  up o f  c o u n t r y  
l i f e " 3 7  w h i l e  t h e  m o r n i n g  and a f t e r n o o n  p r o g r a m s  w e re  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  
n u m ero u s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s .
The C o n f e r e n c e  i n  V i r g i n i a  was  u n i q u e  i n  t h a t  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  
o f f i c e r  was  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  new a m b a s s a d o r  t o  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .  Only  t h r e e  
w e e k s  b e f o r e ,  on  March 26 ,  t h e  f i f t y - s e v e n  y e a r  o l d  P ag e  was a p p o i n t e d  
t o  t h e  c h i e f  d i p l o m a t i c  p o s t  i n  E n g l a n d  by  P r e s i d e n t  W i l s o n .  S a i l i n g  
f o r  London on May 15 ,  h i s  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  a u d i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  K in g  was 
s c h e d u l e d  f o r  t h e  t h i r t i e t h  o f  t h e  m o n t h .  W h i l e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  marked  
t h e  b i r t h  o f  a  new c a r e e r ,  i t  a l s o  s i g n a l e d  t h e  end o f  t h e  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n i a n ' s  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a s  a  spokesm an  f o r  S o u t h e r n  
e d u c a t i o n .
L i n e  o f  R e a s o n i n g
As c h a i r m a n .  P ag e  was  e x p e c t e d  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  a t  t h e  
Richmond  C o n f e r e n c e  a t  b o t h  t h e  o p e n i n g  and c l o s i n g  s e s s i o n s .  P r e p a r ­
i n g  t o  en d  h i s  a c t i v e  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  an  i n d e f ­
i n i t e  p e r i o d  o f  y e a r s ,  t h e  A m b as s a d o r  u s e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  sum mar ize  
n o t  o n l y  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  S i x t e e n t h  C o n f e r e n c e ,  and  t h o s e  o f  
p r e v i o u s  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g s ,  b u t  a l s o  u r g e d  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  who wou ld  p a r ­
t i c i p a t e  i n  f u t u r e  c o n f e r e n c e s  t o  m e e t  t h e  " l a r g e s t  p r o b l e m  t h a t  f a c e s
^^ P r o c e e d i n g s , S i x t e e n t h  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  
p .  325.
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P r o c e e d i n g s , S i x t e e n t h  C o n f e r e n c e ,  p .  231.
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A m e r i c a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  t o d a y  . . . b u i l d i n g  up i t s  c o u n t r y  l i f e . "  The 
p r o p o s i t i o n  f o r  b o t h  s p e e c h e s  w a s :  "We m u s t  o r g a n i z e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y . "
I n  t h e s e  b r i e f  s p e e c h e s  Page  r e a s o n e d  f r o m  t h e  p r e m i s e s  t h a t  
t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e  a p p l i e s  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h u s  a l l  men,  women and 
c h i l d r e n  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  p r o p e r  t r a i n i n g ,  and t h a t  
t h e  S o u t h  i s  a n  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y  and s h o u l d  m a i n t a i n  i t s  a g r a r i a n  
v a l u e s  and b e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  s o  a s  t o  r e a c h  a  b a l a n c e  o f  pow er  w i t h  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s .
The N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  c o n s i d e r e d  e d u c a t i o n  t h e  k ey  t o  t h e  r e j u v ­
e n a t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  commonweal ths  and  r e g a r d e d  t h e  w o rk  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  
E d u c a t i o n  C o n f e r e n c e  a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  medium t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h i s  g o a l  
c o u l d  b e  a c h i e v e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  h i s  s p e e c h e s  h e  p r a i s e d  t h e  
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r :
1. t h e  " l o n g  way"  t h a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  
S o u t h ,  and e d u c a t i o n  h ad  come i n  s i x t e e n  y e a r s ,
2.  t h e  " g r e a t e r  c o n c e p t i o n "  o f  e d u c a t i o n  e v i d e n c e d  by 
t h e  m e e t i n g  i n  R ichm on d,
3 .  t h e  " c o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s "  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  w i t h  c a p a b l e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  e a c h  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e ,  and
4 .  t h e  d e l e g a t e s '  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  b u i l d  
up " o u r  r u r a l  c i v i l i z a t i o n . "
Forms o f  S u p p o r t
To a m p l i f y  t h e  g r o w t h ,  e x p a n d i n g  s c o p e  and  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  
t h e  c o n f e r e n c e s .  P a g e  r e l i e d  up o n  c o m p a r i s o n s ,  a p p e a l s  t o  s e l f - e s t e e m  
and  e x p r e s s i v e  s t y l e .
I n  h i s  " O p e n i n g  R em ark s"  P ag e  p r a i s e d  t h e  e x p a n d i n g  s c o p e  o f  
t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h  by r e c a l l i n g  " S i x t e e n  y e a r s  
ag o  I  d a r e  s a y : "
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. . . m o s t  men t h o u g h t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t
was d o n e  t o  c h i l d r e n  i n  a  h o u s e .  Now t h e  s u b j e c t s  t h a t
a r e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a t  t h i s  m e e t i n g  show t h a t  we t a k e  a 
v e r y  much g r e a t e r  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  i t .  We s t i l l  do  t h i n g s  
t o  c h i l d r e n  i n  h o u s e s ,  b u t  t h e  i d e a  o f  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  
e x t e n d e d  b ey o n d  t h e  c h i l d ,  n o t  f o r g e t t i n g  t h e  c h i l d  
o f  c o u r s e  b u t  t a k i n g  i n  t h e  a d u l t .
R e f e r r i n g  t o  h i s  t a s k  o f  s u m m a r i z i n g  t h e  w ork  o f  t h e  S i x t e e n t h  
C o n f e r e n c e ,  Pag e o b s e r v e d :  " T h i s  was a  c u s t o m  o f  o u r  e a r l i e r  t i m e s .
I t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  v e r y  w e l l  t h e n .  But  t o  a t t e m p t  i t  a t  t h i s  t im e
w o u ld  be  l i k e  s u m m a r i z i n g  t h e  s p r i n g t i m e ,  w i t h  i t s  v a r i e d  b e a u t y  and 
c h a r m . "
E m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  " l a r g e s t  p r o b l e m "  f a c i n g  
" A m e r i c a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  t o d a y , " t h e  b u i l d i n g  up o f  c o u n t r y  l i f e ,  t h e  
s p e a k e r  d e c l a r e d :  "We h av e  j u s t  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  a  p e r i o d  o f  o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  o f  t h e  m o d e rn  w o r l d - - m a k i n g  t h e  c i t y  and t h e  
r a i l r o a d - - a n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  h a s  b e e n  l e f t  o u t .  Now we m us t  b u i l d  i t  u p ,  
and  t h a t  i s  t h e  e r r a n d  t h a t  b r i n g s  u s  h e r e . "
I n  r e a s o n i n g  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was  e s s e n t i a l  t o  p l a c e  t h e  
f a r m  communi ty  on p a r  w i t h  t h e  c i t y ,  Pag e compared and c o n t r a s t e d  t h e  
p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  l i f e  i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y :
. . . t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  was  i n d i v i d u a l i s m .  G r e a t  a s  t h i s  was  f o r  t h e  
c a u s e  o f  d e m o c r a c y ,  i t  r e s t e d  u pon  a  f a l s e  econom ic  
b a s i s .  A m a n ' s  home c a n n o t  be  h i s  c a s t l e ,  f o r  he  i s  
m u t u a l l y  l i n k e d  a s  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  k e e p e r ,  w h e t h e r  he 
w i l l  o r  no .  A l a r g e r  v i s i o n  and a  l a r g e r  l i b e r t y  and  
a  l a r g e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  now comes on u s  a s  t h e  t a s k  f o r  
o u r  w o r k i n g  h o u r s .  We m u s t  o r g a n i z e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .
I n  p r a i s i n g  t h e  w o rk  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e s .  Page a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e
p r i d e  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e .  L o o k i n g  b a c k  o v e r  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e
t o  i t s  i n c e p t i o n ,  he  o b s e r v e d  "we have  come a  l o n g  w a y . ” He p r a i s e d
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
242
t h e  " g r e a t e r  c o n c e p t i o n "  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  had e v o l v e d  m a r k i n g  t h e  
g r o w t h  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n :  " I t  h a s  e x t e n d e d  f a r  beyond  t h e  h o u s e  and
i t  e x t e n d s  t o  t h e  u t m o s t  l i m i t s  o f  human a c t i v i t y  and we h ave  come to  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  e v e r y  man and woman o f  u s  n e v e r  f i n i s h e s  o u r  e d u c a t i o n  
u n t i l  we d i e . "
The N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  a l s o  commended t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f o r  t h e i r  
w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  o f f e r  t h e i r  t a l e n t s  t o  t h e  c a m p a ig n  f o r  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a ­
t i o n .  I n  h i s  o p e n i n g  a d d r e s s  he s t a t e d :  " I  t h i n k  t h e r e  have n e v e r
b e e n  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  anyw here  i n  t h e  U n io n  so many w e l l  i n f o r m e d  men 
i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o b l e m s  o f  b u i l d i n g  up o u r  r u r a l  c i v i l i z a t i o n  t h a n  a r e  
g a t h e r e d  i n  Richmond t h i s  v e r y  n i g h t . "  He v o i c e d  t h e  same s e n t i m e n t  a t  
t h e  c l o s i n g  s e s s i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h i s  t i m e  d i r e c t i n g  h i s  comments  t o w a r d  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  d e l e g a t e s :  "N ever  b e f o r e ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  have so  many
t h o u g h t f u l  and  s u g g e s t i v e  p e o p l e  come t o g e t h e r  f rom so many r e g i o n s  o f  
t h e  S o u t h .  E v e r y  S t a t e  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by  a  g r o u p ,  and e v e r y  member o f  
e a c h  g r o u p  seems  t o  b e  a  l e a d e r . "
L a u d i n g  t h e  p a t r i o t i c  i m p u l s e s  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e .  Page  i d e n t i ­
f i e d  t h e  w ork  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h e  g o a l s  o f  d e m o c r a c y :
The h i s t o r i a n  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  d e m o c r a c y  c o u l d  n o t  w r i t e  
a  more  t h r i l l i n g  c h a p t e r  t h a n  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  p a s t  t e n  
o r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  t a k i n g  a s  t h e  c u e  t h e  n o t e  o f  t h e  
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h .  We b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  
s c h o o l  an d  t h e  c h i l d ,  and we end w i t h  them,  o f  c o u r s e ;  
b u t  e v e r y  s t e p  h a s  b e e n  to w ar d  a  w i d e n i n g  d e m o c r a t i c  
i d e a l ,  n o t h i n g  l e s s ,  t o  s e e  how we c o u l d  t e a c h  one 
a n o t h e r .
I n  h i s  c l o s i n g  r e m a r k s  t o  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  h i s  l a s t  f o r m a l  
a d d r e s s  on s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n .  Page  p r a i s e d  t h e  r e w a r d s  o f  o n e ' s  
s e r v i c e  f o r  h i s  f e l l o w  man: "To t i l l  t h e  s o i l ,  t o  t r a i n  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,
t o  make t h e  home,  a  w ork  o f  c o n t i n u o u s  s e r v i c e ,  I  c o u n t  i t  a s  one  o f
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t h e  g r e a t e s t  p r i v i l e g e s  t h a t  c a n  f a l l  t o  t h e  l o t  o f  man. We h a v e  
w o r k e d  on a  p r o g r a m  t o  b r i n g  t o  p a s s  t h e  d re am  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s ,  t h a t  
o u r  r e p u b l i c  s h a l l  be  and r e m a i n  t h e  h o p e  o f  t h e  w o r l d . "  R e c a l l i n g  
t h e  theme o f  h i s  a d d r e s s  i n  B i rm in gham  i n  1904,  t h i s  r e m a r k  r e v e a l s  t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  
t h e  S o u t h .  D e s p i t e  m a k in g  h i s  home i n  B o s t o n  and New York  f o r  n e a r l y  
t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  Page n e v e r  c e a s e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  h i m s e l f  a  S o u t h e r n e r .  H is  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  J e f f e r s o n i a n  d e m o c r a c y ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  h i s  "U n io n "  
f a t h e r  and g r a n d f a t h e r ,  an d  h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i ­
e n c e s  i n  t h e  N o r t h  and W es t  h a d  c o n v i n c e d  h im  t h a t  t h e  way t o  r e t u r n  
t h e  S o u t h  t o  n a t i o n a l  p r e s t i g e  was t o  w ork  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
d r e a m s  o f  1776 r a t h e r  t h a n  r e m i n i s c i n g  a b o u t  t h e  h o p e s  o f  1860.
P a g e ' s  f i n a l  two s p e e c h e s  on s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n  w e re  b r i e f ,  
l i m i t e d  t o  331 w o r d s  i n  h i s  "O p en in g  R em a rk s "  and 619 w o rd s  i n  
"Summary by t h e  C h a i r m a n . "  T h e s e  a d d r e s s e s  a g a i n  r e f l e c t  t h e  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n i a n ' s  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  a  p l a i n  s t y l e  and a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  t h e  
s p e a k e r ' s  u s e  o f  common an d  f a m i l i a r  l a n g u a g e ,  p a r a l l e l  s t r u c t u r e  and 
a n  o r a l  q u a l i t y .
I n  "Summary by  t h e  C h a i r m a n , "  P ag e  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t  
o f  " i n d i v i d u a l i s m "  r e s t e d  " u p o n  a  f a l s e  e c o n o m ic  b a s i s . "  A s s e r t i n g  
m a n ' s  d e p e n d e n c e  on h i s  f e l l o w  men,  he  p a r a p h r a s e d  two f a m i l i a r  
e x p r e s s i o n s  "A m a n ' s  home c a n n o t  be  h i s  c a s t l e ,  f o r  he i s  m u t u a l l y  
l i n k e d  a s  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  k e e p e r ,  . . . "
E m p lo y in g  p a r a l l e l  s t r u c t u r e  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  e x p a n d i n g  v i s i o n  
and  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  i n  h i s  
" O p e n i n g  Remarks "  Pag e d e c l a r e d ,  "we have  come a  l o n g  way,  o u r  c o u n t r y
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h a s  come a  l o n g  way and e d u c a t i o n  h a s  come a  l o n g  w a y . "  S i m i l a r  t o  
t h i s ,  i n  "Summary by t h e  C h a i r m a n , "  h e  s p o k e  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  c l a i m i n g ,
"A l a r g e r  v i s i o n  and a  l a r g e r  l i b e r t y  and a  l a r g e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  now 
comes o n  u s  a s  t h e  t a s k  f o r  o u r  w o r k i n g  h o u r s . "
As w i t h  a l l  h i s  p r e v i o u s  s p e e c h e s  o n  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  
b r i e f  a d d r e s s e s  a t  t h e  S i x t e e n t h  C o n f e r e n c e  a r e  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  
o r a t o r ' s  c o n c e r n  f o r  o r a l  s t y l e .  T h u s ,  he  u s e d  e x p r e s s i o n s  s u c h  a s :  
" B u t  t h e r e  i s  one word t h a t  m u s t  b e  s a i d  i n  t h i s  f i r s t  p u b l i c  
m e e t i n g , "  " B u t  t h e r e  a r e  a  few t h o u g h t s  t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  o c c u r e d  t o
a l l , "  an d  " W i t h  t h a t  h o p e ,  and  w i t h  i n f i n i t e  g r a t i t u d e  f r o m  t h e  b o t t o m
o f  my h e a r t  t o  e v e r y  one o f  y o u ,  and w i t h  a  g r o w i n g  hope  I  d e c l a r e  t h e
S i x t e e n t h  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h  a d j o u r n e d . "
A s s e s s m e n t
P a g e ' s  o p e n i n g  and c l o s i n g  r e m a r k s  a t  t h e  Richmond C o n f e r e n c e  
r e p r e s e n t  a  su m m at io n  t o  h i s  c a r e e r  a s  a  s p o k esm an  f o r  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a ­
t i o n .  H i s  r e a s o n i n g  was b a s e d  up o n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  t h a t  i n  a  d e m o c r a c y  
a l l  p e o p l e  h a v e  a  r i g h t  t o  a n  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h a t  e c o n o m ic  p r o g r e s s  o c c u r s  
a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p r o p e r  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h a t  t h e  S o u t h  i s  
an  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y ,  and t h a t  S o u t h e r n e r s  a r e  a  p a t r i o t i c  p e o p l e .
I n  b o t h  s p e e c h e s  he  r e l i e d  up o n  c o m p a r i s o n s ,  a p p e a l s  t o  p r i d e  and  
f a m i l i a r  y e t  e x p r e s s i v e  s t y l e  t o  a m p l i f y  an d  e n h a n c e  h i s  m e s s a g e .
P r i m a r i l y  s p e e c h e s  o f  p r a i s e ,  the  R ichmond o r a t i o n s  r e v i e w e d  and 
commended t h e  w o rk  o f  t h e  S i x t e e n t h  C o n f e r e n c e  and a l l  p r e v i o u s  
C o n f e r e n c e s  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h .  The s p e e c h e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  
c l o s e  o f  t h e  f i n a l  p h a s e  o f  P a g e ' s  c a r e e r  a s  a  s p o k esm a n  f o r  s o u t h e r n  
e d u c a t i o n .  As s u c h ,  t h e y  p r o v i d e d  an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x p a t r i a t e ' s
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c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  S o u t h  a s  an  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y .  C o n v in c e d  o f  ch e  n e c e s ­
s i t y  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  an d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy,  he  o n c e  a g a i n  
e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a g r a r i a n  v a l u e s :  "We a l l  know t h a t  i n  t h e
com ing  c e n t u r i e s ,  a s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  and t h e  v i s i o n  o f  
A m e r i c a n  l i f e  w i l l  come f r o m  t h e  s o i l . "
W i t h  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  P ag e  d e p a r t e d  t h e  S o u t h  f o r  a  
c a r e e r  t h a t  w o u ld  soon  t h r u s t  u p o n  h im  t h e  s t r e n u o u s  d u t i e s  o f  w a r - t i m e  
d i p l o m a c y .  He was  t o  r e m a i n  i n  E n g l a n d  f o r  o v e r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  r e t u r n i n g  
home t o  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h  on  December  1 8 ,  1918.
Summary
By 1910 t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  s t a t e  and l o c a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  e d u c a t i o n  
was  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s ,  b u t  t h e  p o v e r t y  o f  t h e  
l a r g e l y  r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  S o u t h  i n s u r e d  a  weak t a x  b a s e  w h i c h  
i m p o s e d  l i m i t s  on t h e  g r o w t h  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  s o l u ­
t i o n  was  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  economy.  W i t h  few l a r g e  c i t i e s  
an d  l i t t l e  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  m o s t  i m m e d i a t e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  p r o s p e r i t y  l a y  
i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e s  on E d u c a t i o n  
i n  t h e  S o u t h  and t h e  s p e e c h e s  o f  W a l t e r  H i n e s  Page  r e f l e c t  t h i s  c o n c e r n  
f o r  b u i l d i n g  up c o u n t r y  l i f e .
B e t w e e n  A p r i l  4 ,  1 9 1 2 ,  an d  A p r i l  1 8 ,  1913 ,  P ag e  d e l i v e r e d  
f i v e  s p e e c h e s  i n  t h e  S o u t h  on  t h e  theme t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y  
w ou ld  r e s u l t  f r o m  e d u c a t i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  man,  p r o v i d i n g  him w i t h  a  
r e a d y  s o u r c e  o f  c r e d i t  and t e a c h i n g  h im  how t o  manage h i s  f i n a n c i a l  
a f f a i r s .
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P a g e ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  r u r a l  a f f a i r s  was  n o t  new. S i n c e  h i s  d a y s  
a s  a n  e d i t o r  i n  R a l e i g h  he h a d  s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  b u i l d i n g  up  
t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy o f  t h e  S o u t h .  A p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  C o u n t r y  L i f e  
C o m m iss ion  by P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t ,  e d i t o r  o f  a  f a r m  j o u r n a l ,  a  f r i e n d  
o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s c i e n t i s t s  and r e f o r m e r s  l i k e  Dr .  Seaman A. Knapp and 
S i r  H o r a c e  P l u n k e t t ,  and recommended by many f o r  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
A g r i c u l t u r e  i n  W i l s o n ' s  c a b i n e t ,  he  was w e l l - k n o w n  f o r  h i s  e x p e r t i s e  
on  r u r a l  p r o b l e m s .
S p e a k i n g  b e f o r e  a u d i e n c e s  composed o f  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  e d u c a t o r s ,  
b u s i n e s s m e n ,  and f a r m e r s .  P ag e  b a s e d  h i s  r e a s o n i n g  on t h e  p r e m i s e s  
t h a t  e c o n o m ic  p r o g r e s s  o c c u r s  when a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  a  communi ty  a r e  
p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d ,  t h a t  t h e  S o u t h  i s  an  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y  and t h a t  a  
b a l a n c e  o f  e c o n o m ic  power  b e  r e a c h e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  u r b a n  and r u r a l  
c o m m u n i t i e s .  The N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  a l s o  e x t e n d e d  t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  
d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e s  a p p l y  t o  e c o n o m i c s  a s  w e l l  a s  p o l i t i c s  and 
e d u c a t i o n .
I n  a m p l i f y i n g  h i s  i d e a s .  Page  r e l i e d  o n  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  
e x a m p l e s ,  c o m p a r i s o n s  and c o n t r a s t s ,  and  t e s t i m o n y .  T h es e  d e v i c e s  
w e re  p r o b a b l y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  o c c a s i o n s  
and i n t e r e s t s  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e s ,  and r e p r e s e n t e d  h i s  own e x p e r i e n c e  and 
k n o w l e d g e .  As s u c h ,  t h e y  a d d e d  t o  t h e  e t h i c a l  a p p e a l  o f  t h e  s p e e c h e s .
P ag e  u t i l i z e d  a p p e a l s  t o  m o t i v e s  o f  s e l f - e s t e e m  and s e l f -  
a c t u a l i z a t i o n  t o  e n h a n c e  h i s  r e a s o n i n g .  A p p e a l i n g  t o  c i t y ,  s t a t e  and 
r e g i o n a l  p r i d e ,  he  p r a i s e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e s  f o r  w h a t  t h e y  had  a c c o m p l i s h e d  
i n  t h e  p a s t  and t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  and p o t e n t i a l  t o  a c h i e v e  g r e a t  t h i n g s  
i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  He a l s o  commended t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  h e l p  t h e i r  f e l l o w
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man. A p p e a l s  t o  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  w e re  u s e d  t o  a c c e n t u a t e  t h e  f r u s ­
t r a t i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  who w e re  d e n i e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e v e l o p  them ­
s e l v e s  and  t h e i r  l a n d  t o  t h e i r  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l .
I n  h i s  f i n a l  y e a r  a s  a  spokesm an  f o r  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n .  P a g e ' s  
s p e e c h e s  w e re  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  a  s t y l e  t h a t  was p l a i n  and  d i r e c t  y e t  
e x p r e s s i v e .  He r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  u pon  p e r s o n a l  p r o n o u n s  and  r h e t o r i c a l  
q u e s t i o n s  and  u t i l i z e d  common la n g u a g e  i n  su ch  a m anner  a s  t o  i n v i t e  
new i n s i g h t  i n t o  h i s  m e a n in g .  The N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n ' s  o r a t i o n s  a l s o  
i n d i c a t e  h i s  c o n c e r n  f o r  a n  o r a l  s t y l e .  The s p e a k e r ' s  c h o i c e  o f  
l a n g u a g e  r e f l e c t s  h i s  J e f f e r s o n i a n  h e r i t a g e  a s  a d e m o c r a t  and  a 
s o u t h e r n  a g r a r i a n .  He u s e d  w o rd s  and  p h r a s e s  l i k e  " d e m o c r a c y ,"  " t h e  
d e m o c r a t i c  i d e a l , "  " d e m o c r a t i c  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  l i f e , "  and  " t h e  e x t e n s i o n  
o f  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  d e m o c ra c y ,  th e  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  g iv e  o t h e r  
men a  c h a n c e . "  As a n  a g r a r i a n ,  he  d e c l a r e d  " t h e  l a n d  and  t h e  m an-- 
t h e s e  a r e  t h e  b a s e s  o f  o u r  l i f e , "  i d e n t i f i e d  " o u r  p e o p l e "  a s  " c o u n t r y  
p e o p l e , "  an d  s t a t e d  t h a t  " c i t i e s  and  a l l  e l s e ,  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i t s e l f "  
d e p e n d s  on  " t h e  man who c u l t i v a t e s  t h e  l a n d . "
As h i s  l a s t  e f f o r t s  a s  a  spokesm an  f o r  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n ,  he 
v o i c e d  h i s  c o n c e r n  f o r  n o t  j u s t  m a i n t a i n i n g ,  b u t  b u i l d i n g  up an  
a g r a r i a n  r e g i o n .  A l th o u g h  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  p ro b le m  a s  t h e  t o w n 's  t a k i n g  
th e  " s u r p l u s  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  i t s  own e n t e r p r i z e s  and a c t i v ­
i t i e s , "  and l e a v i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  man w i t h o u t  " t h e  c a p i t a l  he  n eed s  t o  do 
h i s  w ork  w i t h  e f f i c i e n c y , "  he  was n o t  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r ­
e s t s  o f  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y .  R a t h e r ,  he  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  " t h e  n a t u r a l  
and n e c e s s a r y  r e s u l t  o f  . . . th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  by t h e  town f o r  th e  
to w n ."  The s o l u t i o n  h e  a d v o c a t e d  was th e  l o g i c a l  a n t i t h e s i s ,  th e
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o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  r u r a l  l i f e  f o r  r u r a l  l i f e .
The y e a r  b e f o r e  he  l e f t  t o  assum e h i s  d u t i e s  a s  W i l s o n ' s  
A m b assad o r  to  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  was P a g e ' s  m o s t  a c t i v e  a s  a  spokesm an  
f o r  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n .  A n a l y s i s  o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  he 
c o n s i d e r e d  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and b u i l d i n g  up o f  c o u n t r y  l i f e  t h e  
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p ro b le m  f a c i n g  t h e  S o u th .
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CHAPTER V I I  
CONCLUSION
W a l t e r  H in e s  P ag e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  e d u c a t e  th e  m a s s e s  
a s  l y i n g  " a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  a l l  S o u t h e r n  p r o b l e m s . " ^  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  
e x p a t r i a t e - S o u t h e r n e r  a d v o c a t e d  a  d e m o c r a t i c  a p p r o a c h  b a s e d  on th e  
b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  p r o g r e s s  e x i s t e d  when a l l  men 
h ad  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t r a i n i n g .  He e s p o u s e d  a  p h i l o s o p h y  w h ic h  s t o o d  
i n  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  c l a s s  an d  p r i v i l e g e  c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c  o f  t h e  O ld  S o u th .  The i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  was to  p r e s e n t  
a  r h e t o r i c a l  b i o g r a p h y ,  e x a m in in g  t h e  r e l e v a n t  s p e e c h  a s p e c t s  o f  h i s  
l i f e  and c a r e e r ,  o f  P ag e  t o  a s c e r t a i n  an d  a s s e s s  h i s  s t r a t e g y  i n  
e l e v e n  s p e e c h e s  he  d e l i v e r e d  on s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n  f ro m  1891 to  1913.
R e c e n t  s c h o l a r s  h av e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  p o s t - b e l l u m  s o u t h e r n  p u b l i c  
a d d r e s s  f a l l s  i n t o  two c a t e g o r i e s ,  a  r h e t o r i c  o f  acco m m o d a t io n  and  one 
o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n . 2 The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  r h e t o r i c  o f  acco m m o d a t io n  was t o  
a d j u s t  t o  p o s t - w a r  c o n d i t i o n s  and t o  u p l i f t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s p i r i t  by 
r o m a n t i c i z i n g  t h e  a n t e - b e l l u m  S o u th  and  t h e  L o s t  C a u s e .  " R e p in i n g  o v e r  
a n  i r r e v o c a b l e  p a s t , "3 J o h n  B. G ordon  an d  B e n ja m in  H i l l  o f  G e o r g i a ,  
R o b e r t  Love T a y l o r  o f  T e n n e s s e e  and many o t h e r s  e n t h r a l l e d  a u d i e n c e s
^D onald  D a v id s o n ,  The A t t a c k  on L e v i a t h o n  (C h a p e l  H i l l :  The 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  p .  278 .
O p in io n  e x p r e s s e d  by Waldo W. B r a d e n ,  p r o f e s s o r ,  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  i n  h i s  S em in a r  i n  S o u t h e r n  O r a t o r y ,  Summer, 1975.
% a l d o  W. B r a d e n ,  " 'R e p i n i n g  O ver a n  I r r e v o c a b l e  P a s t ' :  The 
C e r e m o n ia l  O r a t o r  i n  a  D e f e a t e d  S o c i e t y ,  1 8 6 5 - 1 9 0 0 , "  i n  R h e t o r i c  o f  
t h e  P e o p l e , e d .  by H a r o ld  B a r r e t t  (A m sterdam : R o d o p i  NV, 1 9 7 4 ) ,
p .  273 .
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w i t h  t h e i r  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f  a  p l a n t a t i o n  s o c i e t y  an d  i t s  g l o r i o u s  
d e f e n d e r s .  I n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a  new g e n e r a ­
t i o n  o f  s o u t h e r n  l e a d e r s  e x p l o i t e d  t h e  sam e m y th s  a s  a  means o f  w i n n i n g  
p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r .  Men l i k e  Ben T i l l m a n  o f  S o u th  C a r o l i n a ,  Tom W atso n  o f  
G e o r g ia  and Jam es  V ardam an o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  p o r t r a y e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  
d e f e n d e r s  o f  t h e  O ld  S o u th ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h r o u g h  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a p p e a l s  
t o  W h ite  S u p rem ac y .
R e f u s i n g  e i t h e r  t o  y i e l d  t o  o r  t o  p r o f a n e  t h e  m y th s  o f  t h e  Old  
S o u th  and t h e  L o s t  C a u s e ,  W a l t e r  H in e s  P a g e  d o e s  n o t  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  
ac co m m o d a te rs  o r  t h e  e x p l o i t e r s .  C o n v in c e d  t h a t  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n  
w as t h e  k e y  t o  a  new S o u th ,  he  p u r s u e d  w h a t  may b e  c a l l e d  a  r h e t o r i c  
o f  a s p i r a t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  he  d e v e lo p e d  th e m e s  em b ody ing  o p t im i s m ,  p ro m is e  
and a s s u r a n c e .
E x a m in a t io n  o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s  a s  a  r h e t o r i c  o f  a s p i r a t i o n  r e v e a l s  
t h a t  P age  f o l l o w e d  f o u r  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  p r o m o te  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  
S o u th .  T h u s ,  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  s o u t h e r n  a u d i e n c e s ,  h i s  s t r a t e g y  r e f l e c t e d  
t h e  u s e  o f :  (1 )  a  " p a s s  o v e r "  o r  a v o i d a n c e  t e c h n i q u e ,  (2 )  t h e  demo­
c r a t i c  m y th ,  (3 )  t h e  a g r a r i a n  m y th ,  and  (4 )  t h e  New S o u th  m y th .
F i r s t ,  P ag e  u s e d  a  s t r a t e g y  o f  a v o i d a n c e  o r  i n  h i s  w o rd s  
" p a s s  o v e r " 4  n o t  t o  c o n f r o n t  t h e  p o w e r f u l  m y th s  o f  t h e  Old  S o u th  and 
t h e  L o s t  C a u s e .  I n s t e a d  o f  a  d i r e c t  a t t a c k  on t h e  r o m a n t i c  p a s t ,  a s  
he  had  d o n e  i n  h i s  n o v e l  The S o u t h e r n e r , an o n y m o u s ly  p u b l i s h e d ,  he 
a v o id e d  any  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  m y th s .  I n  t h i s  m a n n e r ,  d i d  n o t  r i s k  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a l i e n a t i n g  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .
^ W a l te r  H in e s  P a g e ,  A d d re s s  a t  t h e  D e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  T r i n i t y  
C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y ,  Page  MSS.
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H ow ever,  some may a r g u e  t h a t  P ag e  was a n  a c c o m o d a to r  i n  h i s  
h a n d l i n g  o f  W h i te  S u p rem ac y .  A l th o u g h  c o n v in c e d  o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  
t r a i n  t h e  n e g r o ,  he  h e s i t a t e d  t o  v o i c e  f r a n k l y  h i s  o p i n i o n s  i n  t h e  
S o u th  f o r  f e a r  o f  j e o p a r d i z i n g  h i s  g r e a t e r  g o a l  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  
L ik e  o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  sp o k esm en ,  n am e ly  E d g a r  G a rd n e r  M urphy,
Edw ard A ld e rm a n ,  C h a r l e s  D uncan  M c lv e r ,  and  C h a r l e s  W i l l i a m  D abney ,
P ag e  o f  c o u r s e  was u n a b l e  t o  f r e e  h i m s e l f  c o m p l e t e l y  from  th e  p a s t .  
W h i le  he  may a p p e a r  i n c o n s i s t e n t  and c o m p ro m is in g ,  a s  w e re  many o f  h i s  
f r i e n d s ,  on t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  he  f o l l o w e d  w h a t  b e s t  may be d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  
p r a g m a t i c  s t r a t e g y .  He r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  s o u t h e r n  w h i t e  o p i n i o n  was 
a d a m a n t  i n  i t s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  e q u a l  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  n e g r o ,  and a lm o s t  
f i f t y  y e a r s  p a s s e d  b e f o r e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was f o r c e d  t o  change  by c o u r t  
o r d e r .
S e c o n d ,  P age  l a u d e d  th e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  S o u t h e r n e r s  who 
to o k  l e a d i n g  r o l e s  i n  f o u n d i n g  th e  n a t i o n .  R e c a l l i n g  m em ories  o f  t h e  
D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e ,  G eorge  W a s h in g to n ,  J o h n  M a r s h a l l ,  and 
Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  h e  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  m y th ,  p a t r i o t i s m ,  and  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  and e c o n o m ic  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  T h u s ,  t h e  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  m y th  w i t h  w h a t  he c o n s i d e r e d  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  S o u th .
T h i r d ,  t h e  e x p a t r i a t e - o r a t o r  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  a g r a r i a n  m yth  t o  
e m p h a s iz e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  " r i g h t  t r a i n i n g "  ( h i s  p h r a s e ) . He com­
mended th e  S o u th  a s  a  r u r a l  r e g i o n  and S o u t h e r n e r s  a s  a p e o p le  who 
l i v e d  c l o s e  t o  n a t u r e .  P r a i s i n g  t h e  a g r a r i a n  l i f e  a s  th e  r o o t  o f  
A m e r ic a n  c h a r a c t e r ,  i d e a l s  and  v a l u e s ,  he  r e a s o n e d  t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  t h e
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n a t i o n ' s  g r e a t n e s s  was b a s e d  u p o n  a  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  s k i l l e d  f a r m e r s  f o l l o w ­
i n g  m o d ern  m e th o d s  who t i l l e d  t h e i r  own l a n d s .  He c o n te n d e d  t h a t  e d u c a ­
t i o n a l  and  eco n o m ic  o p p o r t u n i t y  w e re  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  and  
g ro w th  o f  t h e  a g r a r i a n  S o u th .
F o u r t h  and  l a s t ,  P age  u t i l i z e d  th e  m y th  o f  th e  New S o u th  t o  
p r o m is e  p r o s p e r i t y  a s  t h e  r e w a rd  f o r  a  s o c i e t y  co m m itte d  to  " t h e  r i g h t  
t r a i n i n g "  o f  i t s  p e o p l e .  He i n s i s t e d  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  w ou ld  im p ro v e  t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy and a t t r a c t  i n d u s t r y  t o  t h e  S o u th .
W h ile  P ag e  was c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  h i s  a d v o c a c y  o f  i n c r e a s e d  
i n d u s t r i a l i s m  i n  th e  S o u th ,  h i s  p l e a s  ech o  t h o s e  o f  men n e a r l y  a  c e n ­
t u r y  b e f o r e  who a d v o c a t e d  s o u t h e r n  m i l l s  f o r  s o u t h e r n  c o t t o n .  I n d e e d ,  
i n  "The A u to b io g r a p h y  o f  a  S o u t h e r n e r  S in c e  t h e  C i v i l  W ar"  he  ch a n g ed  
t h e  P age  f a m i l y  lum ber m i l l  t o  a  c o t t o n  m i l l  and  d e c l a r e d ,  " C o t t o n  i s  a 
s u r e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  p e r p e t u a l  and  e v e n  y e t  u n d re a m e d - o f  w e a l t h , "  a  
w e a l t h  t h a t  w o u ld  be  r e a l i z e d  "b y  t h e  f r e e i n g  o f  c o t t o n  fro m  t h e  
m e th o d s  o f  s l a v e r y . A  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n ' s  s p e e c h e s  
c l e a r l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  h e  p l a c e d  a  g r e a t e r  im p o r t a n c e  on  r e j u v e n a t i n g  
t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy o f  t h e  S o u th  t h a n  on b u i l d i n g  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  
s o c i e t y .
As a  c e r e m o n i a l  s p e a k e r .  P ag e  e f f e c t i v e l y  em ployed  th e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  m eans o f  a m p l i f i c a t i o n :  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  e x a m p le s ,  c o m p a r i -
s o n s - c o n t r a s t s , t e s t i m o n y ,  e m o t i o n a l  a p p e a l s  and s t y l i s t i c  e m b e l l i s h ­
m e n t .  G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  he  s e l e c t e d  r e f l e c t e d  h i s  own 
e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  a  boy i n  N o r th  C a r o l i n a ,  a  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t ,  a n  e d i t o r
W a l t e r  H in es  P a g e ,  "The A u to b io g r a p h y  o f  a S o u t h e r n e r  S in c e  
t h e  C i v i l  W a r ,"  A t l a n t i c  M o n th ly ,  XCVIII ( J u l y ,  1 9 0 6 ) ,  1.
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and p u b l i s h e r ,  a  t r a v e l e r ,  and  h i s  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  w ork .
P ag e  u t i l i z e d  e m o t i o n a l  a p p e a l s  d i r e c t e d  p r i m a r i l y  to w ard  
m o t iv e s  o f  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  and  s e l f - e s t e e m .  A p p e a ls  t o  s e l f -  
a c t u a l i z a t i o n  w e re  u s u a l l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  e m p h a s iz e  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  
t h o s e  d e n i e d  t h e  c h a n c e  to  r e a l i z e  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  and  t o  a p p la u d  t h e  
c o n c e p t  o f  d em o cracy  a s  synonym ous w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  p e r s o n a l  
f u l f i l l m e n t .  He em ployed  t h e  m o t iv e  o f  s e l f - e s t e e m  a s  a  m eans o f  
i d e n t i f y i n g  w i t h  h i s  a u d i e n c e  a s  a  S o u t h e r n e r  and  a s  an  A m e r ic a n  by 
a r o u s i n g  s t a t e ,  r e g i o n a l  and n a t i o n a l  p r i d e .
The N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n ' s  c h o i c e  o f  l a n g u a g e  was a l s o  a n  i m p o r t a n t  
f a c t o r  i n  a m p l i f y i n g  h i s  m e s s a g e .  P ag e  a v o id e d  a  f l o r i d  s t y l e  o f  t h e  
so  c a l l e d  " S o u t h e r n  o r a t o r " ^  and c h o s e  i n s t e a d  w o rd s  e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d  
by h i s  a u d i t o r s .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  s k i l l f u l  i n  h i s  s e l e c t i o n  and  a r r a n g e ­
m ent o f  common w o rd s  and e x p r e s s i o n s ,  h e  o f t e n  u s e d  s t a t e m e n t s  
s u g g e s t i v e  o f  a n  a x i o m a t i c  and  s c r i p t u r a l  q u a l i t y .  The j o u r n a l i s t -  
o r a t o r  w as  a  m a s t e r  l o c u t i o n i s t  an d  h i s  a d d r e s s e s  i n d i c a t e  h i s  a b i l i t y  
t o  ev o k e  im ag es  t h r o u g h  th e  u s e  o f  a t t r a c t i v e ,  r e a d i l y  r e c a l l e d ,  
q u o t a b l e  p h r a s e s .
I n  The S o u t h e r n e r  P age  w r o t e  t h a t  e v e n  a t  a n  e a r l y  age  
N i c h o l a s  W o r th  had  l e a r n e d  " t h a t  nobody  t e l l s  t h e  w h o le  t r u t h  a b o u t  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  They p r e f e r  t o  a c c e p t  t r a d i t i o n s  and t o  r e p e a t  r e s p e c t e d  
f o r m u l a s . "7 E x p r e s s i n g  h i s  d i s p l e a s u r e  w i t h  t h e  n o v e l ,  E d g a r  G a rd n e r
^Waldo W. B r a d e n ,  " S o u t h e r n  O r a t o r y  R e c o n s i d e r e d ;  A S e a r c h  
f o r  a n  I m a g e , "  The S o u th e r n  S p e e c h  C o m m unica t ion  J o u r n a l , XXIX 
(Summer, 1 9 6 4 ) ,  304.
^ W a l te r  H in e s  P a g e ,  The S o u t h e r n e r :  An A u to b io g r a p h y  o f
N i c h o l a s  W orth  (G a rd en  C i t y ,  New Y o rk :  D o u b le d a y ,  P ag e  & Company,
1 9 0 9 ) ,  p .  17.
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M urphy o b s e r v e d ,  " I  o f t e n  f e e l  ( e s p e c i a l l y  i n  ' r e l i g i o n  and  p o l i t i c s ' )  
t h a t  i n  y o u r  r e a c t i o n  f ro m  f o r m u l a s  y ou  h av e  o n l y  e x c h a n g e d  one s e t  f o r  
a n o t h e r  . . . " 8  As a s s e s s e d  b y  J o h n  M i l t o n  C o o p e r ,  J r . ,  " t h a t  was 
p r o b a b l y  t h e  m o s t  p e r c e p t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  h i m s e l f  t h a t  P ag e  e v e r  
h e a r d . "9  The N o r th  C a r o l i n i a n  h ad  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  e x c h a n g e d  th e  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  a n  a r i s t o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y  w h ic h  had  p l a c e d  pow er i n  t h e  
h a n d s  o f  a  l i t t l e  c l a s s  f o r  t h e  p r o m is e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  and  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
g ro w th  h e  w as c o n f i d e n t  w ou ld  r e s u l t  when a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  w e re  p r o v i d e d  
w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s c o v e r  and  d e v e lo p  t h e i r  t a l e n t s .
As a  sp o k esm an  f o r  s o u t h e r n  e d u c a t i o n ,  W a l t e r  H in e s  Page  was 
n o t  a  p o l i c y - m a k e r .  He made h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a s  an  a r t i c u l a t e  
s p e a k e r  an d  e x p o n e n t  o f  a  l i b e r a l  S o u th .
®Edgar Gardner Murphy to  WHP, October 16, 1909, Page MSS.
^John M ilton  Cooper, J r . ,  Unpublished b iography o f  
W alter  H ines Page, p. 322.
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VITA
K e i t h  Howard G r i f f i n  was b o m  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 4 9 ,  i n  M a s s i l l o n ,  
O h io .  G r a d u a t i n g  f r o m  M a s s i l l o n  W a s h in g to n  H ig h  S c h o o l  i n  1 9 6 7 ,  h e  
t o o k  h i s  B .A. d e g r e e  i n  S p e e c h  an d  t h e a t r e  f ro m  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  W o o s te r  
i n  1 9 7 1 .  F o r  t h e  1 9 7 1 -7 2  a c a d e m ic  y e a r  h e  s e r v e d  a s  a  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s ­
t a n t  i n  t h e  S p e e c h  C o m m u n ica t io n  an d  T h e a t r e  A r t s  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  Wake 
F o r e s t  U n i v e r s i t y .  He w as aw a rd e d  h i s  M.A. d e g r e e  by  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
i n  1 9 7 3 .  B e f o r e  e n r o l l i n g  i n  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  h e  s e r v e d  
f o r  two y e a r s  o n  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  P i k e v i l l e  C o l l e g e  i n  K e n tu c k y .  A t 
IBU h e  h a s  h e l d  a  p o s i t i o n  a s  a  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  
o f  S p e e c h  and  a s  a n  i n s t r u c t o r  i n  S p o k en  E n g l i s h  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  
L an g u a g e  O r i e n t a t i o n  P r o g ra m .
Mr. G r i f f i n  w i l l  j o i n  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  W in g a te  C o l l e g e ,  W in g a te ,  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  f o r  t h e  a c a d e m ic  y e a r  b e g i n n i n g  A u g u s t ,  1 9 7 7 .
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